
Join us on Thursday, September 13, at noon in 
Fellowship Hall for special guest speaker Kim 
R. Widup, Grace Church member, who was
appointed as the U.S. Marshal for the Northern
District of Illinois by President George W. Bush
and confirmed by the United States Senate.

Mr. Widup will present a discussion on the 
history and mission of the U.S. Marshals Service 
beginning in 1789 under President George 

The church 
is all about 
relationship. 
It really is that 
simple!

We, at Grace 
UMC, are 
discovering that 
regardless of who 
we are or what we 
believe, we need 
one another. God 
created us for 
relationship with 
God and others. 
The African 
concept, Ubuntu, made famous by 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, says it 
best, "A person is a person through 
other people.”  Our communion 
liturgy takes it a step further: “We are 
one in Christ, one with each other, 
and one in ministry to all the world.”  

Throughout this coming year, you 
will see the ‘relationship’ image 
(shown here) used in various 
ways. The three overlapping circles 
emphasize the space where we 
overlap: one person with another, 
the church with the world, and 
Christ in us. This overlapping space 
is where we grow both inwardly 
and outwardly, where we love most 
deeply, where we become our best 
selves in sharing with others. We 
don’t lose our individuality, but God 
unites us to love a hurting world. 

So, explore relationship this year at 
Grace!  

We begin with Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 9, when we commission 
our choirs, bless our children, and 
kick off our season with a sermon 
series called, “Unafraid.” Classes 
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worship, you 
can relax with 
your friends, 
family and 
great food 
in the lower 
parking lot! 
You’ll also be 
able to explore  
information 
about the 
ministries of 
Grace and 
opportunities 
to find a place 
to belong. 
There may 

even be a game on the big screen!

October brings even more new 
and exciting opportunities!  Don’t 
miss Pastor Daniel’s article about 
Children’s Sabbath and our Faith in 
Action Sunday!

Grace UMC is erupting with hope 
and possibilities for 2018 and beyond. 
We are not complete without you!

accompany the series as listed in the 
Fall Class Schedule mailed in August. 
Engaging in a class is the perfect 
way to meet others and grow in your 
understanding of faith.

We top off the month on Sunday, 
September 30, with our first ever 
Grace Tailgate Party. This is also part 
of our first “Friends and Family” 
Sunday when we encourage you to 
invite others to worship. Following 

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Kim R. Widup 
Washington through today. The U.S. Marshals have   
been responsible for collecting the census in the late 1700s, being 
the principal law enforcement organization in the American 
West, creating the Witness Security Program in order to defeat 
organized crime, and participating in the battle against terrorism. 
The discussion will also touch on the experience of being a law 
enforcement officer today, the need for change in law enforcement 
as society evolves, the impact of social media, and the security of 
our churches and schools.  

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Monday, September 10, 
at noon. Lunch will begin at noon, followed by the program at 1 
p.m. Due to kitchen remodeling, lunch will be a box lunch rather 
than a hot meal. $10 cash payable at the door.

Over 50 Fellowship! Bible Sunday Celebration! 
We are excited to formally 
give new Children’s 
Bibles to all 2018-2019 
Kindergarten and 3rd 
Grade students on Sunday, 
September 23. We will 
present the Bibles at the 
beginning of our 9:30 a.m. 
service. 

Children will then attend 
our Annual Bible Fair in Fellowship Hall for the 
remainder of the hour. There, the children will 
spend time getting to know their Bible through 
games, Bible navigation and,of course, fun snacks. 
This is such an honor because we know that we 
have limited time with each child on a weekly basis.  
This reinforces their ability to read God’s word with 
friends and family at church and at home. 

We would love to have every Kindergarten and 3rd 
Grade student receive a Bible. Contact Chamus 
Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) to 
register your child or for more information.

How to Supercharge Your Fall!



Hope@Home2018 Special Tax-Free IRA Gifts
“Be still and know that I AM God," 
Psalm 46:10  was the theme scripture 
for this year’s Hope@Home.  

During our time together, July 17-
19, we were often reminded what it 
means to pay heed to that scripture.  
We started each morning with our 
traditional Hope @ Home dance, 
shared in devotional time, and then 
headed out to be God’s hands and feet, 
right in our own backyard.

God was ever present as we 
experienced multiple ways of serving! 
We prepared baby bundles for Loaves 
and Fishes; made yummy brown bag 
lunches for PADS; visited our “pillars” 
of Grace and heard faith journey 
stories; toured Loaves and Fishes; 
packed meals with Feed My Starving 
Children; provided a carnival for the 
children/youth at Mooseheart; and 
prepared the Little Friends facility for 
a complete makeover of their second 
floor.

The Grace United Methodist Church Foundation would 
like to remind you about a special gift opportunity for 
those aged 70½ or older.  It is once again possible to make 
tax-favored “Qualified Charitable Distributions” from 
traditional IRA accounts.

A total of up to $100,000 can be transferred each year 
directly from your traditional IRA to one or more qualified 
charities such as Grace Church Foundation or Grace 
Church -- free from federal income tax.  Amounts given 
this way will count towards your required  minimum 
distribution (RMD) for the year the gift is made and be 
excluded from federally-taxable income.

To make such gifts, it is important to not withdraw funds 
prior to a gift but have the gift amount distributed directly 
from an IRA to one or more qualified charities. For those 
with check-writing privileges on their accounts, this may be 
the most efficient way to make gifts directly from an IRA to 
the Grace Church Foundation.

With the 2018 federal tax law changes, many people will 
not be able to deduct charitable contributions. By using 
a “Qualified Charitable Distribution,” your gift will be 
excluded from your federally-taxable income.  This could 
also have a favorable impact on Medicare costs. 
Please check with your IRA administrator or your tax 
advisor for more information.  You can also find more 
detailed information in IRS Publication 590-B.

Contact Scott Oats, President of the Foundation Board 
(soats@sbcglobal.net) or (630-355-4716) for questions 
about giving to the Foundation.

Have you ever truly 
thought about a bell choir?  
There are 12-13 individual 
people making one 
instrument!  There is no 
other instrument in all the 
world that have individuals 
playing only a few notes to 
make a whole - that is the 
challenge of bell choirs.
Now, imagine playing in a 
bell choir with people you don’t even know for 3 days.  You 
must play the right notes, at the right time, together, and 
express the same musical feeling with a director you don’t 
know either.  Now, put on a concert at the end of those 3 
days with all those people.  That is what Caroline Costello, 
Mark Froelich, Sarah McCarthy, and Henry Rye did on 
July 19-21.  They rehearsed 2 times a day, went to classes, 
and saw concerts of other bell choirs.  These students came 
through VERY positive about the experience. You will 
be hearing from each of them in the next four months in 
Grace Notes.  We thank you for the support and for making 
this experience possible.  We hope to share some of what 
we learned in services.  We are truly blessed!  Thank you.

Treble Tikes 

National Library Card Month!  

The theme of Hope@ 
Home was Breathe, 
and we learned how 
our scripture tied 
into that theme. 
Listening for God 
in our lives parallels 
the commonly 
used phrase, “just 
breathe."  To listen, 
we need to be silent 
(both words have the 
same letters) and be 
still.  Breathing happens voluntarily and 
involuntarily.  When we pay attention 
to our breathing we are often pausing, 
just as when we quiet ourselves enough 
to listen for God’s whisper. When we 
pause and take notice, remembering 
that our God is all powerful, loving, 
compassionate, full of mercy and Grace, 
we better understand the meaning of 
Psalm 46:10.

Thank you to everyone who helped 
provide this opportunity for our junior 

high students and our adults.  
Through monetary donations, 
fundraising support, prayer shawls, 
meeting space prep by our custodial 
staff, administrative work by our office 
staff, and prayer, we were able to be 
God’s hands and feet, sharing joy and 
hope with our neighbors in DuPage 
and Kane counties.

It truly takes a village to care for God’s 
children.  We are grateful for all of 
those in the village of Grace Youth 
Ministry and Youth Summer Missions.

National Handbell Seminar! 

Children are born loving 
music, the rhythms,  
the melodies, and they 
are uninhibited from 
expressing it.

Each week in our Thursday 
TREBLE TIKES class, we 
explore the world around 
us through song, poetry, 
rhythm, and experiential 
learning. We take garden walks and have pretend 
snowball fights! The curriculum is musically solid 
and based on Musicgarten. Lynn Leitzen is a certified 
instructor who loves to have fun and engage young 
musicians in hopes of creating life-long lovers of music! 

The TREBLE TIKES class debuted last season 
immediately following the conclusion of our Parent’s Day 
Out day. "I wish I could post reviews like on Yelp because 
I’m pretty sure everyone would give it 5 stars for fun, fun, 
fun, fun, FUN!!" said Lynn Leitzen. 

Feel free to drop by anytime to give class a try. Classes 
are for children 3-5 years of age with an accompanying 
adult (parent, nanny, grandparent). It’s a GREAT way for 
caregivers to bond as well. So if you know of new families 
with young children, share this info as it’s a great way to 
get to know others!

If this sounds like an experience you’d like to share with 
your child, please register now (www.peopleofgrace.
org/registration) and look for TREBLE TIKES in the 
list of offerings! The classes are free, but the class size is 
limited. Sign up today!! (If we have enough interest, there 
is the potential for an additional class to be added on 
Tuesdays.) 

Contact Lynn Leitzen (630-355-1748, Ext. 3249) or (lynn.
leitzen@peopleofgrace.org). Come, join the fun! Classes 
resume the week of September 9.  

Is your library card current? Do you know where the 
Grace Library is located? September is National Library 
Card month. 

On Sunday, September 23, following the morning 
services at Grace, book marks will be distributed to those 
attending in celebration of this month and to encourage 
all to visit the Grace Library. 

The book marks are being donated by Bob and Mary Ann 
Guenzler. The Grace Library Committee invites you to 
"Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith."

Summer Youth Celebration Night 
"Thank you!" 
Giant 
inflatables, 
delicious food 
trucks, a fun DJ, 
and volunteers 
from various 
ministries 
contributed 
to an exciting 
evening for 
our 6th-12th 
graders and their friends!

Thank you to EVERYONE who had any part to play in the 
vision, the planning, and the execution of this inaugural 
event! A great time was had by all!!!!!

Thank You Grace UMC! 

All of us in Grace's Bell choirs 
would like to thank people 
who came to our June 3rd 
concert and everyone who 
helped and supported us; 
the custodians who had to 
take down and set up three 
times, to those who helped 
set up, clean up and supply 
our reception, to the parents who bring their children for 
rehearsals, to those who brought family and friends, to 
Grace Staff who encouraged, and helped with planning 
and advertising, and we could not have a concert without 
all those in the audience.  Thank you all.  It was fun to play 
"Our Favorites."

Did you know?
All of Grace’s Sunday services
now stream LIVE
via www.peopleofgrace.org/live.
Join us no matter where you are!



Join us this October 14-21 for a week of unique worship and 
community service opportunities. During this week of “Faith in 
Action” our theme for the year continues. It’s all about relationship 
as we celebrate Christ as the one “Bread of Life” that nourishes 
both body and soul. In our scriptures, sharing bread is both an act 
of hospitality and a powerful metaphor for our unity in the Body 
of Christ.  After Jesus miraculously fed 5000 people with 5 loaves 
of bread, he tells the crowd gathered around him that “I am the 
bread of life” (John 6:1-35). When we share bread together during 
Communion, writes the Apostle Paul, we who are many become 
united in one body—the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:17). 

Our week of “Faith in Action” will encourage us to put this 
tradition into practice, beginning with our annual Children’s 
Sabbath at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, October 14. This family-friendly 
worship service will provide a time for us “to reflect on God’s 
gift of children, and ways congregations and individuals can 
renew their commitment to care for, protect and advocate for all 
children” (www.umc.org). This year, we invite everyone to bring a 
loaf of your favorite bread (homemade or store-bought) to offer 
and bless during worship! After worship, join us for one of two 
afternoon service opportunities: (1) share these fresh loaves with 
the community around our Faith Build 2018 site in Aurora (1557 
Solfisburg)or (2) walk to end global hunger by participating in the 
Crop Walk that departs from Grace at 1:15 p.m.  

Our Faith in Action week continues Monday through Friday as we encourage everyone to plan special acts of kindness or plan 
to offer extra support to your favorite nonprofit! 

On Saturday, October 20,                
join your Grace family and friends 
to serve in local mission projects 
(stay tuned for signups for times and 
locations!). After a day of serving 
in the community we’ll gather in 
the sanctuary of Grace at 5 p.m. to 
celebrate God and all God provides 
with worship and Communion. This 
service will be streamed live online 
for those who cannot attend, but we 
encourage all to be present for what 
is sure to be a unique and celebratory 
worship experience!

                                                           
“Faith in Action” week concludes on Sunday, October 21. Due to street closures related to the Naperville Marathon, we 
will not be holding our usual worship services. But we invite everyone to represent Grace UMC and cheer on the marathon 
runners! Sign up to help at our Grace Water Station (Clyde Street & 75th) or serve as course guides. Be the hands and feet and 
encouraging voices of God’s Grace!

We are excited for this eventful week and hope you will join us in coming together to worship in a new way as we serve our 
neighbors in the Spirit of Christ. Watch for signups and more information! Contact Pastor Cindy (cindy.marino@peopleofgrace.
org) or Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) with any questions or for more information.

Sharing the Bread of Life: A Week of “Faith in Action”
By Rev. Daniel Cochran & Rev. Cindy Marino  




