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   I was able to visit the Parents’ 
Day Out Open House the other 
day. Well-controlled chaos 
describes the atmosphere at the 
event! Excited children and parents 
and calm, collected teachers were 
interacting energetically to get 
everyone acclimated to a new PDO 
season. There were lots of smiles.
   I realized as I met parents and 
teachers that many are members 
at Grace! And yet, I didn’t know 
them! Beyond these parents, there 
are so many that I’ve yet to meet 
who call Grace their church home. 
   I realize I will never know all of 
you with the number of people 
here, but having been among you 
now for over a year, I’ve decided I 
need to be intentional in opening 
opportunities for us to get to know 
one another better!
   And so we are launching Church 
Chats! These will be one-time 
gatherings for you and 8 to 12 
others to get know to me and one 
another better. 
   You can meet with me in Room 
254 at either 11 a.m., noon, or 
1 p.m. on any Sunday between 
September 18 and November 
20. My hope is that at least 300 
persons will sign up for a one-time 
Church Chat. 
   You will receive an invitation to 
register for one of the sessions via 
email or you may simply call the 
office or sign up on Sundays. 
   If you have questions about me, 
about Grace Church, about life, 
we can talk about those things in 

Let’s Talk: Grace ‘Church Chats’ Begin Sept. 18

by Tammy Scott,
Administrative Pastor

  I spent nearly two weeks 
at a class on “Church 
Business Administration” 
this summer. We talked 
about church finances, 
taxes, annual stewardship 
and capital fundraising, 
employment practices, facilities 
management, and so much 
more. 
   I am thankful for the 
opportunity to learn so 
much, and am excited about 
implementing some of the 
wonderful ideas that were 
shared by both the facilitators 
and attendees of the class. 
   As we head into fall, my 
thoughts are both reflective of 
the past year and anticipatory 
of the year that is to come. I 
have watched as friends and 
family post pictures of students 
returning to school this week 
and it is forcing me to think 
about what I will be feeling as 

a casual, have-a-cup-of-coffee-
setting.
   The leadership at Grace Church 
has spent the past year working 
hard to vision and plan for the 
future of Grace.
   Many ideas have come forth as 
to how to address some of our 
obstacles, and how to bring fruit 
from our many resources and 

blessings. I would love to hear your 
dreams, frustrations, needs, and 
joys. 
   I will come prepared to answer 
questions as best I can about our 
strategies to move Grace beyond 
it’s comfort zone and into the world 
of making a difference in people’s 
lives through Jesus Christ in the 
Holy Spirit.

Hannah and Haylee head off to 
their first day of “school” next 
week at Grace’s PDO. 
   In the church, the fall often 
means a time to begin thinking 
about stewardship and pledges 
for the coming year. 
   In a recent conversation with a 
colleague, I began to understand 
stewardship in a new way. He 
said stewardship simply means 
responsibility. 
   When we hear the word 
responsibility in the place of the 
word stewardship, it opens up a 
wider variety of places in our lives 
that we can begin to apply this 
word stewardship.
   I am hoping that you all will join 
me on a journey this fall as we 
begin to think about and explore 
what our responsibilities are to 
the environment, our households, 
our community, and our church. 
This will give us an opportunity 
to look at stewardship as a way 
of life rather than something 
we consider once a year in the 
church.

Treating Stewardship As a Way of Life

Surf Shack VBS was held July 18 to 22, where more than 160 preschool and elementary students 
learned about God’s amazing love. Helping them along the way were more than 55 teens and 
apprentices, wuth additional love and support provided by over 65 adults. All of this would not have 
been possible without Betsy and Reid Koepenick, our fabulous VBS Directors! Thank you!
Join us for Vacation Bible School next summer July 17-21, 2017.



by Chamus Burnside-Savazzini,
Dir. of Children’s Faith Formation

On behalf of my family and I, thank 
you all so very much for the warm 
welcome and support as I serve in 
the role of Director of Children’s 
Ministry here at Grace. I have been 
blessed to be a part of this ministry 
in some way or another and I am 
grateful for it. As I start this journey, 
first I ask for you to keep my family 
and I in prayer and pray for the 
future of our Children’s Ministry. 
God has big plans for his children, 
he just asks us to be obedient and 
call on him as we do his will. I look 
forward to serving with so many of 
you who continue to serve, who 
would like to serve and even those 
of you who do not realize that 
you will be serving!  Let us look 
towards the future together and ask 
ourselves, “If not us, then who?” 
The depth of faith formation for 
our children is in every decision we 
make! Let us press forward knowing 
that God always wins! Let’s make 
sure we are leading our children on 
the path that leads to Christ! I am 
thankful and blessed to be serving 
in this ministry.  May God continue 
to bless us all, and bless Grace 
United Methodist Church.  

by Missy Hoekstra-Hecht,
Portico Collective Contributor

   And we urge you, beloved, to 
admonish the idlers, encourage 
the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with all of them. 
See that none of you 
repays evil for evil, but 
always seek to do good 
to one another and to 
all. (1 Thess 5:14-15)

   I was born with a 
gifts, talents, and 
abilities. Athleticism 
was definitely not one 
of them. As an adult, 
it is a lot easier to face 
this: I don’t  — nor will I 
ever — have an athletic 
bone in my body. 
   Growing up, it was a 
lot harder to bear that 
weight. Being picked 
last for the kickball 
team, finishing the mile 
last every year in gym 
class, and watching 
from the bench on the 
park district sports team 
for which I signed up 
was tough. 
   But, for seven years, 
I had an incredible 
physical education 
teacher — Tom Schlegel — who made 
me believe I was good enough. I ran 
a 16-minute mile, but I finished. I was 
picked last for the team and kept on 
the bench, but it allowed me to be an 
encourager for those playing on the 
field.
   One Sunday, Mr. Schlegel said “Hi!” 
to me while sitting across the pew 
with his family. He was a part of Grace 

Church family, too. 
   Through the years, Mr. Schlegel 
stopped attending church as often, 
and was missing more days at 
school. Cancer overtook his body, 
and he then went to hospice. The 

encourager I had wasn’t there any 
longer.
   At Mr. Schlegel’s wake, I felt the 
warmth of his parents greet me next 
to his casket. 
   Their hospitality meant so much 
as they didn’t even know me. 
   Six months after the wake, I was 
assigned to a small group for a 
Lenten book study. On our first 

The Legacy of Tom Schlegel: Mentoring As An Act of Faith

TS5K 10-Year Anniversary Run/Walk
   2016 marks 10 years since Grace Church 
member and Neuqua Valley High School 
Instructor Tom Schlegel died as result of 
cancer. Sunday, October 16, the TS5K Run/
Walk will remember and celebrate his legacy.
   The Tom Schlegel 5K Memorial Run is 
organized by volunteer teachers and students 
from Neuqua Valley High School. Proceeds 
from the event go toward the Neuqua Valley Physical 
Education Department toward purchase in developing 
student fitness and the Tom Schlegel Memorial Fund. This 
fund awards annual grants to Neuqua Valley High School 
Seniors who are looking to pursue careers in fields relating to 
physical fitness.  
   All race packets can be picked up the morning of the race 
from 6:30 a.m. till 7:45 a.m. in the School’s Auditorium lobby.
   Packets will not be given or mailed out before the day of 
the race. Both on-line registrants and “day of” registrants 
must pick up their race packet the morning of the race.
   The Auditorium lobby is located on the North side of the 
High School closest to the 95th Street entrance to the school 
property.
   Awards Ceremony and Raffle will begin after the last 
participant finishes in the Auxiliary Gym. 
   For more information, visit: http://www.ts5k.com.

Tom Schlegel

meeting, I was greeted with the same 
warmth I was last greeted with at the 
wake. Mr. Schlegel father was also 
in my small group. After seven years 
of being mentored by a teacher who 
encouraged me to push through my 

difficulties, I have 
spent another eight 
years of my life 
as an adult being 
encouraged by his 
father. He still skis 
every year with 
friends, and swims 
daily at the local 
community center, 
which reminds 
me of my lack of 
athleticism in my 
30s.
   Through the 
difficulties, God 
places people in our 
lives who become 
the encouragers; 
people who push us 
to believe the good 
in ourselves. 
   Who are the 
mentors in your 
life who have 
encouraged you the 
way Mr. Schlegel 
and his father have 
in the past 20 years 

for me? Perhaps you will reach out to 
them to say a simple “thank you.” It 
might mean more to them than you 
could imagine — the same way their 
kindness has meant more to you than 
they could have ever imagined.
Note: This reflection originally appeared in 
Portico Collective’s “40 Days of Love” series. 
Visit 40days.porticocollective.org to sign 
up for daily e-mails that encourage faithful 
reflection and conversation.

   Our culture certainly provides us 
with more than a few reasons to be 
uncertain these days.
   Change has 
become the one 
sure thing we count 
on!
   Dr. Elaine Heath’s 
new book, God 
Unbound, helps 
us start a new 
conversation about 
God and where God 
fits in this time of 
tumult. 
   As culture shifts 
and system changes 
impact our lives, 
Dr. Heath invites us 
to notice how God is leading the 
church to cultivate courageous, 
culturally sensitive, Spirit-led 
wisdom during uncertainty and 
fear. 
   There will be two ways for you to 
participate in this new book study. 
Pastor Cindy will lead a six week 
class on Wed nights beginning 

New Book Study: God Unbound
September 14 at 7 p.m. through 
October 19 in Room 234. All are 
welcome. 

   For those unable 
to participate at 
Grace Church, 
The Upper Room 
(www.upperroom.
org) is offering a 
free, online 8-week 
study using the 
same book, God 
Unbound. 
   Sign-up to receive 
regular emails 
with reflection and 
guidance on the 
subject, including 
a weekly video 

featuring the author, Dr. Heath. 
   The on-line study begins the 
week of Sept. 11. 
   You may purchase the book from 
The Upper Room, Cokesbury, or 
Amazon or your favorite vendor, 
and plan to engage in one of these 
opportunities to explore God's 
work through times of change. 

Thanks for 
the Welcome

Healing prayer 
and anointing 
with oil will be 
offered on Saturday, 
September 3 and 
10 at the 5 p.m. 
Saturday Evening 
Worship services, 
and Sunday, September 11 at 
Sunday Morning services.

Forum Takes ‘The Road to Character’ — Come to the Forum Class 
this fall for a new seven-week series led by Rev. Doug Bowden, based 
on the best-selling book “The Road to Character.” The course will 
challenge us to re-balance the scales between our “resume” virtues-
-wealth, fame, and status--and our “eulogy” virtues--those that exist 
at the core of our being. The Forum — Grace’s longest running adult 
Sunday school class — is an informal group that welcomes longtime 
members and newcomers alike.  Contact Elaine Pauls at (630) 618-4711 
or Mark Fleming  at markwflemi@aol.com for more information.

Monday Night Class Charts ‘New Reformation’ — The Progressive 
Christianity class will begin a new series of Monday studies September 
12 at 7 p.m. titled “Charting a New Reformation,” led by Pastors 
Don and Carol.  They will use lectures of Bishop John Shelby Spong 
as a basic resource and look at the Bible, the creeds, the doctrines, 
the dogmas and the liturgy of orthodox Christianity while asking 
the question, “Can these sacred symbols be open for radical new 
possibilities which are relevant for the 21st century follower of the Way 
of Jesus?”


