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Mark Your Calendars!  
Library Workshop 
Blessings of the Animals 
Harvest Home 
CROP Walk 
Fall Festival   
 

AND MORE! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 Library  
Workshop; 
Pet Blessing 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 Harvest 
Home 

15 16 17 

CROP 
Walk 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

Fall  
Festival 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

33  

1414  
1818  

2525  

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve    Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church      September 2015 

All-Church Study of The Good and Beautiful God - Join a Small Group! 
he path to spiritual transformation begins with what we 
know about God.  What do we really know about God?  Is it 
possible that our ideas about God and how he works are not 
accurate?  What if we could put our ideas to the test to see 
if they match up with what Jesus reveals about God?  What if 

we could fall in love with the God that Jesus knew?   
 

Pastor Cindy Marino challenges the entire congregation to take a ten-
week journey into James Bryan Smith’s The Good and Beautiful God.  
Though the study officially kicked off on August 23, it’s not too late to 
join a small group, with whom to share discussion of the book, including 
our own ideas about God, and faith-filled fellowship.  Books are available 
in the church office for $13 per copy.  The following groups are open to 
everyone.  You are welcome to simply show up, preferably with a book. 
 

• Sundays in “New Connections” with Dr. Jeffrey Barbeau,  
9:30 a.m. in Room 227 

• Sundays in “Hearts On Fire” with Bob Pacanowski, 9:30 a.m.  
in Room 250 

• Mondays in “Sisters” with Pastor Tammy Scott, 1:00-2:30 p.m. 
in Room 254 (women only) 

• Mondays with Leslie Rogers, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 231 
• Wednesdays with Christine Freeman, 5:00-6:00 p.m. in  

Room 254 
• Thursdays with Pastor Bill Bryan, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 254 
• These groups don’t work for you?  Contact Leslie Rogers 

for more small group opportunities at 630-325-0169. 

“One Stop Grace” for Music, Children and Youth - It’s All Online and EASY! 
A new season of Grace is in swing!  We 
celebrated “Rally Sunday” on August 23, 
when we blessed kids’ backpacks and 
invited children and youth to register 
online for Sunday School.  If you would 
like your children to join Sunday School 
this year, with a brand new interactive 
curriculum called “Deep Blue,” please 
follow the easy steps listed at right.  If 
your youth are joining our Junior or 
Senior High Sunday School this year, 
they can register online, too!  Adults, 
teens and children can register for mu-
sic, too.  It’s all here—a “One Stop 
Grace” sign-up that’s quick and easy!  
Safe Sanctuary forms included. 
 

    

Three Ways to Register: 
1. Scan the image below with a 

QR reader and register with 
your phone/tablet 

2. Go to  
tinyurl.com/OneStopGrace on 
your home computer or device 

3. Go to www.peopleofgrace.org 
and click “General  
Registration”  

 

 
 
 
 
Many thanks to 
Dan Wagner for 
setting up online 
registration! 

Parents, download a free, 
interactive app that lets 
your kids play games that 
relate to what they will 
learn in Sunday School 

each week!  
www.deepbluekids.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign Up to Walk in the Labor Day Parade!  Sign Up to Walk in the Labor Day Parade!  See page 2  
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Our Mission, Should We 
Choose to Accept It 
By Pastor Cindy Marino 
 

The mission statement of the United 
Methodist Church is that we exist to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. It seems 
good, from time to time, to take stock 

of how we’re doing in that regard—to consider how best 
to “make disciples” in today’s world. It’s good to consider 
our ways, our purpose, our values, and our plans. It’s good 
to investigate the needs in our community and the ways in 
which folks might best receive what the church can offer. 
Without such consideration, our systems and processes 
often default to what is most comfortable for us, rather 
than what is most effective for the community around us. 
This isn’t anyone’s fault. It just happens. Without challenge, 
our faith grows complacent. 
 

This fall, the Church Council and staff are taking on a new 
study called the Innovative Leadership Project (ILP). The 

study will focus on four key areas of learning that include 
discerning Grace’s core values, available assets, setting 
goals based on those values, and developing strategies to 
reach those goals. We will also learn how we can link all of 
the areas of congregational life together in a discipleship 
system that facilitates our task of “making disciples.”  
 

This process is not something that’s never been done be-
fore. Rather, it’s an opportunity to review, regroup and re-
launch the passion that runs through this congregation for 
God and for others. It’s an opportunity to open our hearts 
and minds to God’s call in our individual lives and our cor-
porate life together. It is an effective way to follow up on 
the Congregational Assessment Tool (C.A.T.) and the vital 
insights revealed by that survey.  
 

I am excited by what I see at Grace. There are passionate, 
gifted, faith-filled folks here who will lead us through this 
call to mission in a new day and culture. And should we 
choose to accept this mission, our lives will be blessed by 
the grace that God is in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 
Amen! 
 

Soul-Training With The Good and Beautiful God By Pastor Tammy Scott 

I am one of those try, try, try again 
types of people when it comes to pick-
ing up a spiritual discipline with any 
consistency. As I read the introduction 
and chapter one of The Good and 
Beautiful God, I am beginning to think 
that author James Bryan Smith has en-
countered many people just like me. 
He talks about changing our under-
standing of doing spiritual disciplines to 
practicing soul-training exercises. 
Smith says that we often do spiritual 
disciplines because we think we 
should, with no particular goal in mind. 
He also  compares practicing soul-
training exercises to an athlete training 
for his/her sport. He is speaking my 
language! Throughout the “All-Church 

Read” we will practice a variety of  
soul-training exercises that are de-
signed to help deepen our understand-
ing of what we are reading and further 
our experience as we begin to mold 
and heal our souls. I am very excited 
about the first soul-training exercise…
SLEEP!  With five-month old twins at 
home, this one will be tough!  Another 
thing about this “All-Church Read” 
that has me excited is the community 
aspect of so many reading, practicing, 
and talking together. Smith says, 
“spiritual formation happens most pro-
foundly in the context of a group.” I 
couldn’t agree more! When I read 
that, I immediately thought of my ex-
periences teaching confirmation clas-

ses. The spiritual for-
mation and transfor-
mation that happen in 
confirmation class amaz-
es me each and every year. I am eager 
to see that same kind of transfor-
mation happening at Grace as we all 
journey through The Good and Beauti-
ful God together this fall.  
  

If you haven’t purchased a copy, stop 
by the church office. The cost is only 
$13. If you would like to join a group 
to discuss what we are all reading, give 
me a call and I will help you find a 
group! Happy reading and soul-training 
to you all! 
 

Let’s show our pride for our quasquicentennial year by walking with Grace 
in the Naperville Labor Day Parade on Monday, September 7.  Many 
walkers are needed to show our enthusiasm for this special anniversary 
year.  Moms, dads, kids...bring out the whole family!  Register in the Nar-
thex and get your yellow t-shirt on August 30.  If you already have a yellow 
t-shirt, please wear it!  If you cannot be in the Narthex on August 30, 
please contact Harold Workman at hworkman@wowway.com or 630-369-
2152. The parade begins at Naperville North High School at 10:00 a.m. and 
ends at Naperville Central.  Walkers will need to arrive in advance of the 
start.  Registered parade participants will be contacted regarding parade day 
details, or contact Harold Workman.   

Celebrate 125 Years of Grace...Walk In the Labor Day Parade! 
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Changes In the Grace Notes News Schedule 
If you are a news contributor to Grace Notes, please be aware that our publication schedule has shifted up a week.  Please 
take note of the new production schedule:  for October, the deadline is September 14; for November, it is October 
12; for December, it is Nov. 16.  Please make every effort to submit your news in a timely fashion.  Thank you! 

Steve Piper is a name well known 
around Grace and the Naperville 
community.  His trucks can often 
be seen traveling local streets, and 
his team of employees have been 
spotted high up in the trees and 
low on the ground, mulching and 
landscaping.  What’s more, the 
long-time Grace member’s gener-
osity has been seen and felt here 
at Grace.  These are just some of 
the things Steve has done for our 
grounds over the years: 
 Removed large oak tree out-

side of Parent’s Day Out 
 Trimmed trees around the 

church 
 Donated 64 yards of mulch 

for last spring’s clean-up 
 Donated mulch for Swallow 

and Torrington parsonages 
 Donated chimes for our stee-

ple in honor of his father, Bob 
Piper, whose encouragement 
of Steve to make 
productive use of his 
teenage years grew 
into the blossoming 
business of Steve 
Piper and Sons, Inc. 

Thank 
You,  
Steve  
Piper! 

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing!” 
New Life Singers is rehears-
ing again, as of August 26,  
as we prepare for a new 
year of helping to lead our 
Grace Church family in 
worship. Sopranos, basses, 
altos, tenors…if you love to 
sing music for Christian 
worship and would like to 
sing in a choir, we’d love to 
have you join us!  No audi-
tion is required. Our re-
hearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:15 in Room 
161.  We sing twice a 
month at the 8:15 service 
and for some special services throughout the year—including a Christmas cantata this 
year that the entire congregation is sure to enjoy!  Contact Director Sherrie 
Holdeman at 630-983-8313 or sherriejth@comcast.net for more information, or just 
come to a rehearsal!  You are more than welcome! 

Who Put the Cookies In the 
Cookie Jar? 
Each year on the Side-by-Side Summer Youth Mission, Ruth 
Wills provides dozens and dozens of cookies for the team, 
made by members of Grace who open up their hearts and 
ovens to bake cookies for nearly 100 hungry teens and 
adults.  Here are those Ruth is aware of, plus many other anonymous cookie bakers 
whose yummy treats ended up in the Grace kitchen: 

Join New Life Singers! 

Annemarie Oats  ·  Lindsey Peters  ·  Carrie Correll  ·  Letty Peters   
Joan Bratton  · Laura Strain  ·  Freda Whittle  ·  Joyce Payne   

Ruth Ann Parsapour  ·  Judi Poland ·  Linda Watkins  ·  Kathy Kiefer   
Gail Lindsay  ·  Margaret Blake  ·  Jolene Arends  ·  Shari Arends   

Laura Murray  ·  Gina Gramarosso  ·  Lisa Borton  ·  Kimberly Stemm 
Barb Miller  ·  Sue Riedinger  ·  Joyce Stuart  ·  Margaret Harrison  

 Janet Hilsenbeck   
And the many anonymous cookie donors, too!  Thanks a dozen! 

Additional Adult Studies 
You’ve probably heard the buzz about the 
All-Church Read, The Good and Beautiful 
God.  If not, please see page one and Pas-
tor Tammy’s column in this newsletter!  
For more faith-forming reading and dis-
cussion, here are additional options: 

Disciple IV Bible Study, beginning 
Thurday, September 24, 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
with Rev. Doug Bowden. 
Short-term Study of Genesis:  begin-
ning later in October or November; 
watch Grace In Mission and Grace Notes! 
Questions? Please contact Leslie Rogers at 
630-325-0169 or ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net.   
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By Angela  
McCurdy 
 
 

Award-Winning Novelist Leads 
Workshop at Grace 
 

On Saturday, October 3, our Grace Church Library will 
be hosting the Chicago Church Librarian's Fall Workshop, 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Grace. The program will include a 
continental breakfast and a box lunch, group discussions, 
book talks and sharing, a book swap table, and the oppor-
tunity to purchase items selected by Cokesbury. The key-
note speaker will be author Liz Tolsma, who will speak on 
"Courage, Faith and Love.” 
 

Ms. Tolsma has lived in Wisconsin most of her life and now 
resides next to a farm field with her husband and their two 
daughters. Her son proudly serves as a U.S. Marine. All of 
their children have been adopted internationally and one 
has special needs. Her novella, Under His Wings, appeared 
in the New York Times bestselling collection, “A Log Cabin 
Christmas.” Her debut novel, Snow on the Tulips, was re-
leased in August of 2013 and was a 2014 Selah Award final-

ist and a 2014 Carol Award final-
ist.  
 

Daisies Are Forever was released 
in May 2014 and Remember the 
Lilies in February 2015. She is 
also an editor and the owner of 
the Write Direction Editing com-
pany. When not busy putting 
words to paper, she enjoys read-
ing, walking, working in her large 
perennial garden, kayaking, and 
camping with her family.  Visit 
her blog at www.liztolsma.com, 
and follow her on Facebook and  
Twitter (@LizTolsma). She is also a regular contributor to 
the Pencildancer blog.  Liz’s books were featured last 
month in this column. 
 

All are welcome to attend the workshop on October 3. 
Registration is $15.00, including continental breakfast and 
lunch. Please contact Harold Workman at  
hworkman@wowway.com, or stop by the library for more 
information. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

Guests of Hesed House, a homeless 
shelter on the southeast side of Auro-
ra, don’t expect to end up there.  
Some of them, more than you might 
think, had well-paying jobs, nice 
homes, cars, and hope for the future.  
But anything can happen in life, to any 
of us, and what was is no longer...what 
is is a new reality:  depending on oth-
ers—strangers, even. 
 

The number of homeless people at 
Hesed House varies from about 120 to 
200.  Grace Church provides dinner, 
lunch and breakfast on the second 
Tuesday of each month.  There are 
five teams of Grace members required 

to pull this off, starting with food prep-
aration and continuing through break-
fast.  Needed now are a few new 
people for the 10:00 p.m.-12:00 
a.m. (midnight) crew.  We make 
100 sack lunches for clients to take 
with them as they leave the next 
morning.  As much as possible, our 
team carpools over to Hesed House, 
located in an industrial area of Aurora 
that is very safe and quiet at night.   
 

While our Grace crew has been help-
ing Hesed for many years, we are los-
ing members for a number of reasons.  
On-site volunteers are most needed!  
But, as you can read below, you can 
help Hesed House in other ways, too.  
Please take the time to read how: 
 
1. Volunteer for the 10pm 

to Midnight Crew 
Carpool with others from 
Grace; contact Bob Plum-
mer at 630-961-3228 or 
rdpdfp@hotmail.com. 

2. Donate items to the 
box outside the Activity 
Center  
Amy Hashimi is collecting 
immediately needed items 
for Hesed House in a box 
outside the Activity Center.  
She will bring these items 
(listed on the box) to 
Hesed House every month.  
Please donate! 

3. Hike For Hesed House! 
On Saturday, October 3, 
walk downtown Aurora in 
a hike to the benefit of 
Hesed House.  Stay for 
food and live music after!  
Visit www.hesedhouse.org; 
contact 630-897-2156, ext. 
542, or e-mail  
cfairbanks@hesedhouse.org. 

Three Ways to Help Hesed House Guests From Bob Plummer and Amy Hashimi 
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hristians are sup-
posed to be driv-
en and motivated 
by scripture. It is 

our most holy and sacred 
thing. For too many people, 
though, the sacredness of it 
makes us afraid of it. We 
are afraid we are going to 
break it. We are afraid we 
are going to get it wrong 
and upset the balance of the 
universe (or our pastors). 
Many of us also believe that, 
since scripture is inspired by 
God, there isn’t any room 
for us in it. 

 

For me, however, what 
makes scripture sacred is 
not just what inspired it.  
It is sacred because you are 
included in it. The story of 
scripture is about you and 
me. It is about our lives and 
families. Because of this, it 
isn’t supposed to be inac-
cessible. And reading it isn’t 
always supposed to be an 
academic exercise. It is 
open to interpretation. It is 
open for us to play with it 
and within it. Here are five 
ways you can make scrip-
ture more real in your life: 
 

5. Paraphrase It 
Non-scholarly versions of 
scripture are quite popular 
in the modern era. When I 
was a kid I was given a Good 
News Bible, which was not a 
“word-for-word” transla-
tion, but rather “idea-for-
idea.” I also remember a 

copy of The Living Bible, 
which was a paraphrase, in 
my home growing up.  

 

While both have their up-
sides, what they lack is the 
understanding that you 
bring to the story; they are 
missing the images that res-
onate with you. So why not 
skip the intermediary and 
paraphrase it yourself? A 
great place to begin is the 
Psalms. They are songs and 
prayers that lend them-
selves well to your personal 
language and experience.  

 

Rivers can become bike 
trails, enemy combatants 
can become the person at 
the desk across from you, 
outcries for the nations can 
become laments for your 
family and friends. Do one a 
week, and you never 
know… you may get pub-
lished, like Eugene Peterson 
did with The Message. 
 

4. Read It Out Loud 
The Bible isn’t supposed to 
be stuffy English/Hebrew/
Greek major-type literature. 
Many of the stories had 
been shared in the oral  
tradition for thousands of 
years before somebody  
decided to write them 
down. (Star Wars fans: think 
C3P0 getting the Ewoks up 
to speed in Return of the 
Jedi.) Much of the Bible is 
good storytelling that pre-
dates the stuff that all the 

cool kids are do-
ing at the bars 
these days by a 
couple of millen-
nia. Start reading 
the stories out 
loud in your 
house and listen 
for what you hear 
differently. Find 
the humor (there is plenty 
of it!), and read it out loud 
to practice your delivery. 
Read the letters out loud, 
and think about them being 
shared that way originally, 
and how the people reacted 
when they heard them for 
the first time. 
 

3. Animate It 
Anyone who has suffered 
through building an Ikea en-
tertainment center or spent 
20 minutes on Instagram 
knows our culture is way 
over words. So, translate 
the stories from scripture 
into pictures. Break out the 
crayons and the sidewalk 
chalk. Or dig your action 
figures and dolls out of the 
closet; have them tell the 
story. Because, face it, Toy 
Story’s Woody, along with 
Barbie, Spawn, and Wonder 
Woman, would be awe-
some together in your ver-
sion of the resurrection of 
Lazarus. I’d watch that on 
YouTube … a lot. 
 

2. Dramatize It 
Got a group of people 
around? Do a little reader’s 

theater. Break the stories 
up into parts. If you want to 
be serious about it, the 
book of Job works really 
well for this, as it is full of 
classical-type monologues.  
If you’re in a melodramatic 
mood, choose one of the 
gospels and take turns being 
the Pharisees. And if you 
just want to be silly, pick 
one of those “begat” lists 
and improvise what each 
person may have been like 
going only by their name. 
 

1. Personalize It 
Finally, if you want to have 
an intimate (and likely chal-
lenging) moment with the 
scriptures, substitute your-
self for a character and tell 
the story in the first person. 
Because it isn’t as easy to be 
hard on Judas for his betray-
al, or Sarah when she 
laughs, if they are you. But it 
is also humbling to read and 
hear our name come out of 
Jesus’ mouth: “Anne, do you 
love me? Then feed my 
sheep.” 
 

Make Scripture Your Thing By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

Join Pastors Don Niswonger and Car-
ol Findon in exploring “The Jesus Fat-
wah:  Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor 
as Yourself,” a Living the Questions 
study that begins on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 
254, for five sessions.  Seventeen Is-

lamic and Christian scholars offer reli-
able information that dispels stereo-
types about what Muslims believe, 
how they live out their faith, and how 
we can all build relationships across 
the lines of faith.  This study hopes to 
invite one or more persons of the 

Islamic com-
munity to 
participate.  
Please join 
this important 
and timely 
discussion! 

The Jesus Fatway: Love Your (Muslim) Neighbor as yourself 
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A scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheer-
ful, thrifty, brave, clean and reverent. 
 

You may have seen a group of young 
men coming and going on Monday 
nights in Fellowship Hall.  Or you may 
notice them on Sunday mornings, un-
loading a trailer after a weekend of 
camping.  That group of scouts and 
leaders comprise Troop 555.   
 

Troop 555 meets each Monday in 
Fellowship Hall from 7:15-8:00 p.m. 
Scouts work on skills to advance their 
rank in scouting.  The young men in 
our troop also pursue required merit 
badges and ones of personal interest, 
such as Citizenship in the Community, 

Astrology, Personal Fitness, 
Mammal Study, and Finger-
printing. 
 

Each month, our troop camps 
in various locations ranging 
from 20 minutes away to desti-
nations in Iowa, Michigan and 
Indiana.  We enjoy canoeing 
and skiing.  
 

In addition to our outdoor 
quests, members of the “Triple Nick-
el” perform a great deal of community 
service.  We conduct a neighborhood 
flag service each year in the nearby 
Hobson Village subdivision.  We help 
rejuvenate the playground with fresh 
mulch in the spring.  In November, 
we rake the leaves on Grace’s prop-
erty to the curb for pick-up. We col-
lect and help recycle those unwanted 
Christmas lights in December and 
January. 
 

Our scouts visit Feed My Starving 
Children and assist with a gift and 
food basket distribution program in 

December with St. Scholastica parish 
and the West Suburban Food Pantry. 
All of our scouts participate in other 
service projects individually with fami-
ly, school and other community con-
nections. 
 

We welcome all boys and young men 
11-18 years old.  No previous scout-
ing experience is necessary.  The only 
requirements are enthusiasm and a 
willingness to work hard with an ac-
tive group of young men!  Stop in and 
see us anytime or visit http://
www.troop555.com/Calendar.html. 
 

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  
SEPTEMBER FEATURESEPTEMBER FEATURE  

Boy Scout Troop #555  By Kristine Gericke 

Sept. 1 UMW Meeting Addresses 
Human Trafficking - All Welcome! 

All women of Grace are invited to United 
Methodist Women’s general unit meeting 
onTuesday, September 1, 9:00 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  The program, presented by 
W.A.R. Chest of Naperville, will be on the 
very important topic of human trafficking.  

Gift cards are requested for people who are transitioning 
into a new life after coming out of a trafficking situation.  
Please bring gift cards in any amount from Target and/or 
Jewel-Osco to the meeting, as household, food and baby 
items are greatly needed.  For those who cannot attend 
the meeting and would like to donate gift cards, please 
drop them off at the reception desk in the church office.   

Kpjo!pvs!lfozb!njttjpo"!
Change lives (including your own) by going on our mission 
to Kenya in June 2016!  Come to a meeting on Sunday, 
September 13, 12:30-2:00 p.m. in Room 224.  There will 
be a DVD video of our last trip in 2012, along with all the 
information you’ll need to help you make your decision to 
come!  This time, we’ll be joined by Pastor Lisa Telo-
men and her team from LaGrange UMC.  Our goal is a 
team of 14 people, which would allow us to complete 
many projects at the Maua Methodist Hospital, build an 
AIDS orphan home, teach Sunday 
School, and work with the Miriam  
Kanana Mubichi Foundation in Meru.  
Please contact Jan Cosgrove at 630-
369-6022 for further information. 

September Healing Worship 
Join the circle of worship on Saturday evenings at 5:00 p.m. in the Activi-
ty Center, when the freedom of Saturday still lingers, and the promise of 
the new week is dawning.  On Saturday, September 5, experience 
healing worship with Pam Riley-Valesh, who will offer the touch of 
anointing oils to those who choose to accept this special blessing.  On 
Sunday, September 6, healing prayer with oils will be offered at the 
close of each worship service. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
and Pet Memorial October 3 

              Our People 
 Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Fernando Araya 
Lucille Breitwieser, mother of Larry Hartman 
John Bright, husband of Keebie Bright 
Harry “Chip” Kunberber, son-in-law of Ralph and 
Dottie Berg 
Jim Livermore, nephew of Tom and Kim Blair 
Jean Odenbach, mother of Lynn Widup 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Jackson Meier, son of Chris and Danielle Meier, grand-
son of Marcia and Dan Meier, and great-grandson of  
Eleanor and Cliff Preston, was born on July 20 
Merrin Sawyer Bell, daughter of Emily and Jeremy Bell, 
granddaughter of Sue Mocny, and great-granddaughter of 
Joan Stelle, was born on July 24 
Leigh Twaragowski and Ted Voss were married on 
August 7 
Megan Novak and Dan Wood were married August 8 
Pastor Bill and Erma Bryan recently celebrated 64 
years of marriage 
Peggy Shepard celebrates her 95th birthday on Septem-
ber 1; please send greetings to 250 Village Dr. #232, 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 
Peg Yonker celebrates her 92nd birthday on September 
30; please send greetings to 916 Savannah Circle, Naper-
ville, IL  60540 

         Baptisms 
Austin Wade Meurer, son of Brett and Shannon 
Meurer, was baptized on August 16 

                            Letters    
Dear GUMC, 
Thank you very much for your gift of snacks; it was greatly appre-
ciated.  I am currently down in Charleson, S.C. in the last stages of 
my training.  By the end of the year I will be attachéd to some 
submarine, hopefully in Seattle.  I can’t wait to join you all in  
worship again soon.  Thanks again! 
   —Sincerely, ENS Nick Weithman 
 

Greetings From Ellen Burrows: 
Just two years since Oliver died, and I am now purchasing a two-
bedroom apartment at Southampton Estates in Bucks County, PA.  
It will take two or three months to remodel my selections, much 
like purchasing a new home...Everyone is helpful and friendly, and 
there are many wing chairmen to guide you; many remember to 
wear their name tags, as we should at Grace.  The meals are in 
formal small dining rooms or at a large open grille area...there are 
various bus trips during the week. There are Sunday services and 
a movie night for those unable to go out.  A weekly Bible study is 
available and a large library.  You can always find a small corner 
to sit with a friend. 

A great lover of animals, Pastor Cindy is happy to continue 
our Franciscan tradition of a Blessing of the Animals service 
on the first Saturday in October.  This year, that Saturday is 
October 3 at 5:00 p.m.  If the weather permits, this service 
will be held outside on the north lawn, upper level; if not, it 
will be in the Activity Center.  Saturday evening music leader 
Vickie Wagner, another animal lover, will lead us in special 
music that acknowledges the God-like love our four- (or 
more!) legged friends have to offer us.  Pastor Cindy will 
bless each animal that attends the service.  Please bring pets 
that can withstand the company of other animals, a new envi-
ronment, and an occasional “WOOF!” without excessive 
nervousness, aggression, or rambunctiousness.  Please also 
keep animals leashed or caged, for their own safety.   
 

Also at the pet blessing service will be the reading of names 
of pets we’ve lost within the past year.  Sadly, Pastor Cindy’s 
beloved labradoodle, Sam, will be on that list.  To ensure 
that your pet’s name is read at this service, please contact 
Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 3240, or  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org by Monday, September 
28.  You may also drop a notice in Barb’s mailbox in the 
main church office.  Please be sure to include your pet’s 
name and your name(s).  As always, feel free to invite your 
friends and neighbors and their pets to this special service.  
 

Photos from 2014 pet blessing courtesy of Dick Trondsen. 


