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By Leslie Rogers, Faith Foundation for 
Adults Chair 
 

Recently, the Grace Adult Education 
Council voted to change its name to 
Faith Formation for Adults to more accu-
rately reflect what this ministry is 
about. Our mission is to “encourage 
and support adults in their growth as 
disciples of Jesus Christ through educa-
tion and fellowship.”  
 

We’re excited about our new name, 
direction, and all the classes we’ve 
planned for the fall, winter and beyond. 
In addition to our Disciple classes, we 
will offer leadership training in the New 
Year for a new study called New Paths: 
Christians Engaging Israel. The materials 
we will use were originally developed 
for a Jewish audience and have been 
adapted for use by Christians. This 
year’s Lenten theme will be “Creators 
of Peace,” looking at world peace and 
becoming creators of that peace. Peace 

in our families, neighborhoods, and 
communities.  Peace in the world – 
peace among all religions, peace for  
veterans, peace for the hungry and pov-
erty-stricken.  Christians Engaging Israel 
will be a part of our all-church Lenten 
study. 
 

Women’s Retreat! 
On Friday and Saturday, October 3-4, 
we will offer our second Women’s 
Spiritual Retreat at the Nazareth Re-
treat House in Batavia. Look for more 
details about this special event. If you 
were unable to join us in February, you 
won’t want to miss the experience this 
time around!  All women are welcome. 
 

Spiritual Formation Workshop!
On Saturday, November 1, the Spir-
itual Formation Committee of the 
Northern Illinois Conference will con-
duct a one-day workshop, Drawing Clos-
er to God, featuring keynote speaker 
Bishop Sally Dyck. The workshop will 

be at 
Grace, 
beginning 
at 8:30 
a.m. and 
closing at 3:00 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend. Come learn how to pray 
through photography, walking the laby-
rinth, using prayer beads, and medita-
tion on Scripture using lectio divina. 
Cost is $10 and includes lunch. Child 
care will be available. Watch for regis-
tration information in Grace in Mission, 
on our website and on the Conference 
website (www.umcnic.org)—and please 
plan to attend! 
 

If you would like to become involved 
with Faith Formation for Adults or 
would like more information about any 
of our classes or events, please contact 
Pastor Tammy Scott at 630-355-1748; 
deacontammy@peopleofgrace.org or 
Leslie Rogers at 630-325-0169;  
ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net. 

More Faith Formation For Adults!   
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New Life For Adult Education at Grace! 
Turn to page 4 in this issue, and your eyes just may pop at all the choices 
adults have to learn more about their faith and grow closer to God.  Re-
named “Faith Formation for Adults,” Adult Education is kicking it into high 
gear with several offerings, some at Grace and some outside our walls, on 
various days of the week at a variety of times.  “Hearts on Fire,” formerly 
known as Faith and Family, is very excited to kick off their new Sunday 
class, beginning with Adam Hamilton’s six-week DVD study of “Revival” on 
September 7.  Read more about “Hearts On Fire” at right.  All adults are 
welcome to join this thought-provoking class that will delve into other 
studies as well.  Lively discussions will follow each session.    

Over 50 Fellowship 
Welcomes Pastors 
Matthew and Tammy  
By now, you have probably seen 
Pastor Tammy and Pastor Mat-
thew in worship.  Come find out 
more about them personally, as 
well as their goals for Grace, on 
Thursday, September 11, 

when they will be Over 50 Fellowship’s special guests.  Lunch begins at 
noon in Fellowship Hall, followed by the program.  Cost is $10 for catered 
lunch, payable at the door.  Reserve your spot in the church office by Sept. 9! 

September 13 
Men’s Spiritual  
Congress Reaches 
Next Generation 
of Men 
Open to men and women, 
the United Methodist 
Men’s Spiritual Congress 
event is on Saturday, 
September 13, in Lake 
Geneva, WI.  The confer-

ence will focus on reaching the next generation of men.  Key-
note speaker Greg Arnold, Founder of Live Bold Ministries, 
has encouraged thousands of men, young and old, to live bold 
in Christ.  Conference topics include Making the Connection; 
Discipling a Young Man; Upgrading Your Ministry; and Apply-
ing the Changes—Now!  Bishop Sally Dyck will lead commun-
ion and an offering.  If you are interested in joining with other 
Grace members to attend this event, please contact Mark 
Himel at 630-536-8376 or markhimel@comcast.net.  Cost for 
Saturday only is $80 per adult.   

Flute- 
Percussion 
“Apollo 
Duo”  
Returns 
Sept. 21 
Many of us re-
member Stefanie 

Abderhalden (née Lindsay) as a young girl who played the 
flute in worship and at various events at Grace.  Her talent 
was promising then, and today it is extraordinary—
especially when combined with the gifts of percussionist 
Jeremy Johnston.  The pair have played many concerts to 
great reviews from appreciative audiences.  On Sunday, 
September 21, 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, the Apollo 
Duo will be our first Concert Series guests of the season.  
They will play three new works commissioned for flute 
and percussion as well as other works.  Tickets are $10 
adults/$8 seniors 65+/students & children free, online at 
peopleofgrace.org/concerts, in the church office, or at the 
door.   

DONATE BLOOD OCTOBER 6!  REGISTER AT WWW.PEOPLEOFGRACE.ORG 
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This summer has been one of new beginnings here at 
Grace. I have been so warmly welcomed and have truly 
enjoyed getting to know many of you!  
 

The end of summer/early fall is shaping up to be a continua-
tion of new beginnings here at Grace. On Sunday, August 
24, our Sunday school children brought life and noise into 
the sanctuary as we both celebrated and blessed them for 
the upcoming school year. In my sermon, I also encouraged 
us to spend some time searching and listening for God’s call 
in our life. I shared one of my favorite quotes from Fredrick 
Buechner, an American theologian, that has helped me for 
over a decade as I consider the gifts that God has given me 
and discern ways that I can be serving the needs of the 
world.  
 

Buechner writes, “The place God calls you to is the place 
where your deep gladness and the world's deep hunger 
meet.” Perhaps this quote will be helpful for you as you 
spend some time listening to God and seeking the places 
and ways that God is calling you to be an active presence in 
the church, the community, and the world. If you would 
like to spend some time in conversation about how God is 
working in your life or what gifts God has given you, or 
ways to get involved at Grace Church or the community, 

please-please-
please call me,  
e-mail me, grab 
me on Sunday and 
let’s schedule a 
time to talk!  
 

Amidst the new 
beginnings in the 
church and the 
world around us, I 
have a personal 
new beginning to 
share with you all. 
On September 1, 
Labor Day, I married my best friend, Derrick Scott! We 
gathered our family at one of our favorite places, Wrigley 
Field, and exchanged our vows and rings. I look forward to 
you meeting and getting to know Derrick!  

New Beginnings      By Pastor Tammy Scott 

“This is quite 
the collection 
you’ve 
grabbed,” the 
clerk said 
while scan-
ning the mess 
of clothing 
slung over 

my arms as I stood at the checkout 
counter. There were lots of neon-
orange tags visible.  “You seem to be a 
fan of the sale rack,” she continued. 
 

But as each barcode beep and security 
device was removed, she saw that 
those tags were stacked on top of one 
another to form something like a day-
glow flower. And she began to change 
her mind.  “Actually,” she said, stop-
ping and looking me square in my eyes, 
“you’re a clearance fan.” 

 

I am, in fact. I like buying things for 
$1.97 that were once $19.75. I enjoy 
finding things that were once consid-
ered valuable, yet are now one step 
away from being sent to Bangladesh in 

a shipping crate to become mattress 
filling. I believe there is still something 
valuable about that thing tagged for 
less than two bucks. 

 

I wasn’t always this way. I used to be 
embarrassed to mill around the clear-
ance racks when shopping with my 
mother. I feared a friend of mine 
would see me carrying that pile of 
odds and ends to the fitting room.  
I was afraid of what they’d think of me. 
I had bought into the scheme that eve-
ry label and store wanted me to be-
lieve: I was less valuable when my clos-
et was full of stuff that once had an 
orange tag. The same went for those 
whom I collected as friends. None was 
couture, but they certainly weren’t misfit 
… at least in very apparent ways. 

 

Later in life, I re-read the Gospels, and 
it struck me that—in Jesus—God goes 
shopping on the clearance rack. Jesus 
does not spend his time with the lat-
est-and-greatest people. Instead, he 
heals the sick, feeds the hungry, and 
eats with sinners. Through Jesus, we 

see that God is in love with the flawed, 
irregular, and the odd. Jesus walks right 
past the people demanding his atten-
tion at the door and heads for the 
smaller collection of people hidden in 
the corner. He reminds them of their 
value as children of God. 

 

I remember this each time I shop. And 
I also try to remember this when I 
make judgments about people who are 
marked as less-than. When I do, I dis-
cover all kinds of wonderful folk who 
are capable of amazing the world with 
their gifts. 
 

If you feel like you’ve been put on 
clearance in your life, know that God 
loves you, and so do I. Wear your or-
ange tags with confidence. And if 
you’re privileged enough to be part of 
this season’s line of latest-and-greatest, 
be humbled enough to remember 
where Jesus shops. Because, last sea-
son shall be this season in the reign of 
God.  

Finding God at the Clearance Rack   By Pastor Matthew Johnson 
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If you would like to be part of a team 
from Grace going to Meru and Maua, 
Kenya, next summer, please attend a 
meeting at Grace on September 14, 
2:00-4:00 p.m. (room TBD).  Come see 
how you can make a difference in the 
world by working side by side with our 
sisters and brothers in Kenya.  There 
will be a DVD presentation, pictures, 
and a time for Q&A.  We are hoping to 
take a team of 12-14 next summer.  
Those who have already verbally com-
mitted to the trip will be asked to fill 
out an application form and issue a 
$250 per person deposit at the Septem-
ber meeting.  For further information 
about the mission to Kenya, contact Jan 
Cosgrove at janiscosgrove@ 
hotmail.com or 630-369-6022. 

Justice For Our Neighbors 
September 21 
The Grace Religion and Race Commis-
sion invites all to the Justice For Our 
Neighbors (JFON) third annual dinner 
on Sunday, September 21, 5:00-8:00 
p.m. at Elgin Community College (1700 
Spartan Dr., Elgin).  There will be great 
food, updates on the work of JFON in 
northern Illinois, and a time of sharing 
with others in our commitment to jus-
tice and reform.  Tickets are $50/per-
son, available at www.jfonnic.org.  
CROP Walk 2014:   
October19 
For the past sev-
eral years, Grace 
has hosted the 
annual Naper-
ville CROP 
Walk.  This year, 
we are pleased to do it again!  Over the 
next few weeks, you will have the op-
portunity to sign up to walk with 
Grace.  You can sign up online now at 
napervillecropwalk.org to walk with the 
Grace UMC Walkers, or you can 
“walk” online without physically walking 
to gain financial support for this effort 
to fight hunger.  This is a convenient, 
easy way to reach out to friends and 
family near and far.  The goal for Grace 

this year is $6,000 and 60 walkers.  Be-
ginning September 21, you can stop by 
the Activity Center for donation kits 
and more information.  If you can't walk 
and don't use a computer, please re-
member to support a Grace walker 
with your donations! 
Save the Date for  
Harvest Home - October 8   
Don’t miss a Grace 
tradition over 100 
years old—our annu-
al Harvest Home 
Celebration of all of 
God’s bounty!  Mark 
your calendars now 
for Wednesday, October 8, 6:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Watch for more 
details to come in Grace in Mission, but 
save the date for now.  It’ll be here 
sooner than we know! 
Welcome Table Volunteers 
Needed 
Do you have a half hour a 
month to spare?  Our 
Welcome Table in the 
Narthex needs friendly people once per 
month to welcome members and visi-
tors and give them a welcome gift.  If 
you would like to help in this way, 
please contact Kim Scharafin at 630- 
369-4734 or scharafin@comcast.net. 

By Nicole Zaccaria 
My recent discovery of Open Doors Ministry has made my 
heart glad, and I am amazed by all that the committee has put 
into place over the past four years.  Now, as someone with 
professional and personal experience working with children 
with special needs, I am so proud to become a part of this 
very important ministry as we continue our efforts to make 
Grace Church a more accommodating and accepting church.  
If you have a child with special needs, please feel free to con-
tact me with any questions, concerns or input, and together 
we can work on developing a plan so that your child is best 
supported here at Grace.   If you have a friend, neighbor, or 
colleague who has a child with special needs and who may be 
seeking a church experience, please have them contact me.   
I would love to talk with them about all that we have to of-
fer.  Finally, if you are a parent of a non-identified child and 
have questions about development or have wondered if 
some support may help your child succeed at church (and in 
other settings), feel free to contact me, and we can engage in 

confidential dialogue to help you find 
answers.  I look forward to a year of 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, and 
Open Doors!  Please feel free to 
contact me at 630-355-1748, ext. 
3228, or at ODM@ 
peopleofgrace.org. 
 

Q&A for Peer and Adult ODM 
Buddies:  Sept. 14 & Oct. 5 
Open Doors Ministry continues to look 
for Adult and Peer Buddies to assist our 
children with special needs within the 
Sunday School setting as well as at  
social events.  If you are interested in being a buddy, please stop 
in to one of our upcoming Question & Answer sessions.  Current 
buddies as well as members of the ODM committee will be there 
to answer any questions you have.  Sessions will be held on Sun-
days, September 14 and October 5, both at 10:30 a.m. in 
Room 226.   

To Children and Youth With Special Needs, Our Doors are Open! 
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September Is National Library Card Month - Visit the Activity Center 9/28! 
By Marlene Atkins 
 

September is National  
Library Card Month, and 

while you don’t need a library card to check out books in 
the Grace Church Library (Room 223), we want you to be 
aware of all that this little room has to offer.   
 

Just to make it easy for you, we will be showcasing some 
of our new titles by bringing them to the Activity Center 
on Sunday, September 28.  At that time, you will be able 
to browse the new books and check them out.  
 

Several groups have graciously giv-
en the Library funds for collection 
development. In purchasing these 
new titles, the Library Committee 
consulted reviews from several 
sources to choose materials for 
our collection. Some of the recent 
titles include:  Zealot: The Life and 
Times of Jesus of Nazareth (a well-
researched biography that gives us 
new information about Jesus and 
the world in which he lived); Being 
Both:  Embracing Two Religions in 

One Interfaith Family (a moving, 
personal story that gives us a 
glimpse into the general and reli-
gious life of an interfaith family); 
and Whirlwind:  Journey with 
Job Through Grief, Anxiety, Pain 
(a book that challenges us to 
examine our thoughts about 
what it means to live a life of 
faith in the midst of suffering).   
In addition, at the request of 
some of our patrons, we have 
increased our fiction section 
with new titles in the category 
of Christian fiction. 
 

Stop by the Activity Center on September 28 to see 
what’s new in your church Library!  We will also be pass-
ing out bookmarks after each service so that you won’t 
lose your place when reading old or new editions from 
our collection! 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 
 

2014 has brought many changes to 
Grace Church.  In July, Pastor Lisa left 
to lead a church in LaGrange, IL.  Pas-
tor Bill has retired to enjoy those 
things that retired people do.  Pastor 
Tammy and Pastor Matthew joined  
our staff in July.  The result of these  
changes is that one full-time pastor 
was added, replacing a part-time pas-
tor.  In addition, we welcomed Nicole 
Zaccaria, our new coordinator for the 
Open Doors Ministry to fully engage 
our ministry for children and youth 
with special needs. 
 

Despite all of these changes, we have 
been able to hold most expenses in 
line with the prior year, and below 
budget.  And even with the changes to 
our pastoral staff this year, salary costs 
are very much in line with the budget 
set for 2014 and reasonably close to 
what was expended during the same 
period last year.   
 

However, for the seven months end-
ing July 31, we spent $27,000 more 

this year than during the same period 
last year.  The main reason for this 
increase is our severe winter.  Expens-
es for snow plowing, salting, and gas 
heat are approximately $20,000 over 
last year.  Consequently, we have al-
ready spent our total 2014 budget for 
salting and church gas heat.  

 

Grace Church needs your help in get-
ting receipts for the church up to fore-
cast.  As of July 31, we are 11.3% be-
low budget for 2014 and 5.4% below 
the same period in 2013.  How can 
you help? 
 

• Bring your pledges up to date as 
soon as possible if you are behind. 

• Make a special gift to the operating 
fund. 

• If you give once a year, make two 
contributions that would total your 
annual contribution, or make the 
annual contribution early. 

• Use E-Giving through our website 
to transfer funds from your bank 
account or charge your credit card. 

• Authorize Grace Church to make a 
monthly withdrawal from your bank 
account at the same time each 
month.  Business Manager Bob  
Poland can give you details on this 
option.   

• Our weekly Grace In Mission  
announcements has a QR code that 
can be scanned by 
your smart phone 
and takes you di-
rectly to E-Giving.  
At right is that code 
for your use now.  

• Please make your estimate of giving 
for 2015 during our fall commit-
ment so that we can more accurate-
ly set our budgets.  We understand 
that when you make your estimate, 
there may be unforeseen circum-
stances that will not allow you satis-
fy your original estimate. 

 

Join us in making the future 
of Grace as bright as it can 
be! 

How Can You Help Brighten the Future of Grace?  From Your Stewardship and Finance Team 
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We’ve been busy 
over the summer 
months with our 
Building Committee 
activities.  You’ve 
probably seen 
some of the pro-
gress we’ve made. 
Most noticeable is 
the replacement of 

the retaining wall around the large 
island in the main parking lot and 
along the drive behind the church. 
The old landscape timbers were dry-
rotted and beginning to buckle, so it 
was time. We orchestrated this work 
to be completed before beginning 
work on the parking lot, which you 
will see in a big way this month.  From 
September 8-13, the main parking lot 
will be shut down, due to resurfacing.  
Please use the lower lot, which will 
not be impacted.  From September 2-
17, the upper (far) lot and side lot 
(leading toward the Lighthouse) will 
undergo excavation.  They will remain 
usable on weekends for worshipers, 
but will not be paved.  Thank you for 
your patience as we improve the 
looks and safety of our Grace proper-
ty and surfaces. 
 

Projects completed to date include:  
1) grease trap in the kitchen; 2) fire 
suppression in the kitchen; 3) security 
camera installation; 4) phone/
intercom installation; 5) fire alarm 
upgrade; and 6) retention wall re-
placement.  All these projects were 
completed under budget!  Projects 
currently in progress are the parking 
lot resurfacing and HVAC design and 
building.   
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
The parking lot project has expanded 
to require replacement of all asphalt 
for the upper and main lots as well as 
resetting the aggregate base in the 
upper lot to the minimum required 
thickness. This amount of work was 
not budgeted, and our scope and cost 
has increased by about 30%. The 
Building Committee unanimously 

agreed to go forward with this larger 
project because it is the right thing to 
do for both safety, long-term mainte-
nance cost, and aesthetic considera-
tions. 
 

We are short of our $2 million capital 
campaign goal by $224,000, but we 
believe we can come very close to 
covering costs for all projects if we 
can make up that difference.  A wild 
card is the final cost of the HVAC 
system upgrade, which we won’t 
know until all bids are evaluated by 
the end of September.  
 

The volunteer work for projects com-
pleted has been extraordinary, with 
over five miles of wire run throughout 
the building for security cameras, 
phones, and the fire alarm system— 
all up and running without any re-
quired re-work! Amazing! We have 
also reduced monthly phone costs by 
about 67%, some of which we plan to 
apply to computer network support, 
all while increasing functionality, dis-
tributing phones throughout all class-
rooms, and providing wired compu-
ting access throughout the building. 
Savings associated with volunteer  
labor are easily in excess of $50,000. 
 

We have kept in mind our purpose 
for all of these projects: 
 

Safety – Ensure Grace is safe for 
members and community users. 
Mission Enabling – Ensure the 
Grace facility is welcoming and sup-
ports members in carrying out our 
mission. 
Outreach – Promote an emphasis on 
connecting to and serving our neigh-
bors and community. 
 
 
 

Building Committee Update   By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair  
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Grace classroom locations will be announced on the TV in the Narthex the day of. 

“Faith Formation For Adults” - So Many Opportunities to Meet God! 

MONDAYS 
Sisters Bible 
Study 
1:00-2:30pm  
Led by Pastor  
Tammy Scott 
Class for women  
begins Sept. 8 at 
NOON with a pot-
luck lunch and 
book choice.   
Regular class time 
is 1:00-2:30pm.   
 

Theology Pub 
6:30pm - multi-
ple locations 
(TBA), led by 
Pastor Matthew 
Johnson 
Class begins Oct. 
20.  Bring yourself 
and a friend for hot 
topics, cold drinks, 
and great conversa-
tion. 
 

Disciple I  
7-8:30pm  
Leader TBA 
Class begins Sept. 8 
for 34 weeks. 
“Becoming Disci-
ples Through the 
Bible” provides an 
overview of the 
entire Bible, Old 
and New Testa-
ments.  It emphasiz-
es the wholeness of 
the Bible as a reve-
lation of God and 
draws upon the 
work of scholars to 
aid understanding.  
Includes personal 
Bible reading and 
study and dynamic 
group discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian  
Believer 
7-8:30pm, led by  
Pastor Bill Bryan 
Class begins Sept. 8 
for 30 weeks.  
The 2nd phase of 
the Disciple studies, 
“Knowing God with 
Heart and Mind” 
focuses on classical 
teachings of the 
Christian faith 
through the use of 
words, symbols and 
hymns.  We will 
examine the writ-
ings of ancient and 
modern Christian 
commentators and 
view video presen-
tations by leading 
Bible scholars. 
 

Eight Points of  
Progressive  
Christianity 
7-8:30pm, led by 
Pastors Don  
Niswonger and  
Carol Findon 
Class begins Sept. 8 
for nine weeks. 
As people with 
open minds and 
“soft hearts,” we 
continue to evolve 
and change in our 
spiritual journeys.  
All are invited to 
delve more deeply 
into the history and 
the process of living 
out the core teach-
ings of Jesus...to ask 
questions of any 
kind and know they 
will not be judged 
as being right or 
wrong, but simply 
as sharing where 
they are on their 
spiritual journey.   
 

TUESDAYS 
The Verge 
Group 
7-8:30pm 
Led by Pastor  
Matthew  
Johnson  
Runs Oct.7-Nov. 
25 at Starbucks 
(1200 S. Naper 
Blvd.)  What does 
it mean to be a 
Christian in today’s 
culture?  How do 
we begin to engage 
in meaningful con-
versations about 
faith?  To help 
frame the conversa-
tion, we’ll read Bri-
an McLaren’s A 
New Kind of Chris-
tian that is itself a 
conversation be-
tween a pastor and 
his daughter’s high 
school science 
teacher. 
  

WEDnesdays 
“Living the  
Questions”  
9:30-11am, led 
by Pastors Don  
Niswonger and 
Carol Findon 
Class begins Sept. 
10 for 21 weeks.  
This class is an 
overview of 
“Progressive Chris-
tianity,” which is a 
response to the 
search for a practi-
cal tool to bring 
together, equip, and 
re-educate thinking 
Christians.  Like the 
Monday class, “8 
Points of Progres-
sive Christianity,” 
“Living the Ques-
tions” is a place to 
ask questions with-

out fear of judg-
ment or being 
made to feel like a 
“heretic.”   
 

Covenant Bible 
Study, 7-8:30pm 
Led by Pastor 
Bob Atkins 
Class begins Sept. 
24 for 24 weeks. A 
comprehensive, in-
depth study of the 
Bible, emphasizing 
the biblical concept 
of covenant as a 
unifying pattern 
through all the 
books of the Bible.   
Study is grounded 
in the faithfulness of 
God’s love and our 
ongoing commit-
ment to stay in love 
with God as we 
share that love with 
others. 
 

THURSdays  
Jesus In the  
Gospels 
9:30-11am, led 
by Rev. Doug  
Bowden 
Class begins Sept. 
11 for 30 weeks. 
Also part of the 
second phase of 
Disciple studies, 
this Bible study 
deepens disciple-
ship through better 
understanding of 
the biblical texts 
and their message.  
JITG focuses on the 
portraits of Jesus in 
the four Gospels 
and the way each 
Gospel writer pre-
sents events and 
teachings.  What 
picture of Jesus 
emerges in each of 
the Gospels? 
 

Invitation to 
Psalms  
7-8:30pm, led by 
Linda 
McWilliams 
Begins October 2 
for 10 weeks. 
Make a deeper con-
nection with the 
the Psalms so that 
these well-known 
Scriptures can help 
you give voice to all 
aspects of our hu-
man experience. 
 

SUNDAYS 
Questors - 
9:30am, Rm. 254 
This ongoing, well-
established class is 
committed to spir-
itual growth 
through Bible study 
and weekly lessons 
from knowledgea-
ble speakers; to 
missions and ser-
vice; and to friend-
ship and fellowship. 
 

Forum - 9:30am, 
Fireside Room 
This ongoing class 
is for mature cou-
ples and singles, 
offering spirited 
lessons, including 
guest speakers, 
Bible study, class 
discussion, and 
thought-provoking 
audio/visuals.  Facil-
itated by Elaine 
Pauls. 
 

New Class! 
“Hearts On 
Fire!”- 9:30am, 
Room 250 - This 
brand new class 
begins on Sept. 7 .  
See page 1 for 
more information.  
Facilitated by Bob 
Pacanowski.   

New Connec-
tions, 9:30am 
Room 227 
Ongoing class for 
younger couples 
and singles begins 
study of “Simplify” 
on Sept. 7. 
 

OHM - 11:00am 
Room 232, led by 
Pastors Don  
Niswonger and 
Carol Findon   
“Does Christianity 
Have a Future? 
Schism, Scandal and 
the Loss of the  
Sacred” is a ten-
week study begin-
ning September 14. 
Class features the 
teachings of Marcus 
Borg, John Dominic 
Crossan and Joan 
Chittister. 
 

Open Source - 
11:00am 
Led by Pastor 
Matthew 
Johnson  
Begins Sept. 14.  
Do you have faith 
questions you’re 
afraid to ask?  
What does it mean 
to be a 
“Methodist”?  Join 
this guided conver-
sation, open to all! 
 

Adult Education at 
Grace has been 
renamed to “Faith 
Formation For 
Adults” to more 
accurately reflect 
our mission.  Please 
read about even 
more faith forming  
opportunities for 
adults on the back 
cover of this news-
letter. 

See back cov-
er for even 
MORE Faith  
Formation  
opportunities! 
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Please send photos and descriptions of your family’s pets or wild-
life you have snapped in your yard, on vacation, safari, etc. to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org., or bring to the church office.  
Please submit only photos that were taken by you or someone 
you know—no Internet downloads, please.  Photos will be  
returned upon request.  If you would like to see your pet or wild 
critters in an upcoming issue of Grace Notes, contact us today! 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

 

Richard Bonham, husband of Betty Bonham 
Garry Bryan, brother-in-law of Rich and Jan Frank 
Allen Heyson, father of Dave Heyson 
Mother of Rita Farrell, who is a member of the Riverwalk 
Quilters Guild and friend of Edie Peterson 
Matt Philips, son of Carol Philips and friend of Neva Nelson 
Christopher Rocchi, husband of Jennifer Rocchi and son of 
Joannie Rochhi 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Daniel and Christopher Smyres, sons of Kate and Cam-
eron Smyres and grandsons of Bob and Danielle Keethler, 
were born on August 17 
Rev. Bill and Erma Bryan celebrated 63 years of marriage 
on August 19 
Malcolm Earle Braun, son of Kayli and Eric Braun and 
grandson of Suzanne and Jeff Compton, was born August 26 
Shannon Fosler and Kevin Ranney were married on  
August 30 
Lauren Visher and Jeff DeSimone were married on  
August 30 
Pastor Tammy Biltgen and Derrick Scott were  
married on September 1 
Peggy Shepard celebrated her 94th birthday on September 
1; send greetings to 250 Village Dr. #138, Downers Grove, IL  
60516 
Peg Yonker celebrates her 91st birthday on September 30; 
send greetings to 21 S. Sleight St., Naperville, IL  60540 

                             Letters 
 

A big thank you to Ben Ameiss, who helped me dismantle shelving, 
assemble boxes, and load my car during my recent move.  I was 
desperate for help at the last minute, called Grace’s youth direc-
tors to see if anyone needed a job, and he answered the call.  
Thanks, Ben!    
    —Edie Peterson 
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Healing Prayer at  
Saturday Evening  
and Sunday Worship 
Saturday Evening Worship offers 

healing prayer and anointing oils twice per month.  
Healing services this month are on September 13 and 
September 27, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.  Satur-
day Evening Worship is informal, family-friendly, and offers 
an opportunity to meet God and one another in an inti-
mate, meditative setting at week’s end.  After worship, 
join together in the Activity Center lounge for refresh-
ments and social time! Sunday healing worship this month 
is on September 14 in the Chapel during the closing 
hymn at 8:15 and 9:30 and at the end of 11:00 worship.   

Where did all the animals go?  
We don’t have any more!  
Oh, no!  Oh, no!  Send us your 
pictures... now, now!  Please 
don’t leave me here all alone! 

Thanks to Our Union Station MobilePackers! 
Members of Grace helped pack 567,000 meals for Feed My 
Starving Children in the “Be An Engine For Change”  
MobilePack at Chicago’s Union Station last month! 

Save FEB.15-16, 2015!  
For the FMSC MobilePack at North Central College 

Scleroderma Support Group Raises $15K 
From Edie Peterson 
 

The Naperville Scleroderma 
Support Group, in conjunc-
tion with the Scleroderma 
Foundation of Greater Chi-
cago, held its first annual fundraiser August 24 at the Kane 
County Cougars ballpark.  It was a very successful event, 
with around 200 attending and over $15,000 raised in sup-
port of scleroderma research and education.  Since we began 
meeting at Grace two years ago, more than 55 scleroderma 
patients have attended our support group. 


