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It’s time to post your yard 
signs again!  Don’t have one?  
Stop by the church office 

and pick one up! 

Keyboard Accompanist Needed for Children’s 
Choir Rehearsals, Weds. 5-6pm - Young Players 
Welcome!  Playing in worship is limited; contact 

Lynn Leitzen at dandlleitzen@aol.com. 

Taller grows 
our garden! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church September 2013 

Russia Team Reunites With Church Partners, Makes New Connections  

By Harold Workman 
 

From July 26 to August 8 this 
summer, ten members of the 
Grace Russian Initiative team 
traveled on mission to Rus-
sia, including St. Petersburg, 
Moscow, and Volgograd.  
The team included myself 
and my wife, LuRay, Gary 
and Alice Silke, Bonnie Jo-
hansen-Werner, Duane 
Werner, Dale Mohr, Bob 
Elazan, Pastor Lisa Telomen, 
and Margaret Harrison.  In all 
places, we experienced the 
highest level of Christian 
warmth and outreach.  Eve-
ryone in the congregations 
clearly knew and lived the 
joy of life as revealed by 
Christ.  They opened their 
homes to us, provided us 
with home-cooked meals, 
and helped move us from 
place to place.  Everyone 
always had a big, warm smile 
and were always reaching 
out to others. These people 
live lives that they know are 
different from the general 
Russian population.  From 
their perspective, non-
believers and Orthodox 
Christians live under a much 
more secular set of social 
rules.  Whenever we asked a 
question about how Chris-
tians live, it was always clear 
that those answering were 
referring to church-attending 
Protestant Christians.   
 

Our primary mission was to 
support Hope UMC in Vol-
gograd, our partner church, 
and provide financial support 
for Rev. Vladimir Ilyukhin,  
who preached at Grace in 

November 2011.  The high-
light of our mission to Volgo-
grad this summer was at-
tending Bible camp. Pastor 
Lisa preached in Sunday wor-
ship before we left for camp, 
introducing the idea of the 
greatest commandment and 
its connection to Wesley’s 
three simple rules:  “Do No 
Harm, Do Good, and Stay In 
Love With God.”  Our team 
sang “Blessed Be the Ties 
That Bind.”   
 

The camp was located about 
three hours away from Vol-
gograd by car and bus.  
(A discussion about Russian 
roads and Russian drivers 
will have to wait for another 
day!) Our group funded the 
bus; otherwise there may 
not have been a camp.  Some 
of the camp children were 
from the orphanage Hope 
UMC has been supporting, 
and we helped with the camp 
fees for them, too.  This con-
gregation is below middle 
class, so there probably will 
not be another camp until 
we return.  
 

Our team had not been to 
camp for many years; we had 
to figure out who was agile 
enough to climb to the top 
bunk, where the only semi-
working toilet was located, 
which shower was tolerable, 
and how to follow the Rus-
sian rule that shoes must be 
removed at the door.  Our 
role at camp was to present 
material for the small Bible 
discussion groups.  We se-
lected as a foundation of our 
lessons the text of Rueben P. 

Job’s book Three Simple 
Rules - A Wesleyan Way of 
Living and provided everyone 
a camp T-shirt with the 
aforementioned three simple 
rules imprinted on the back.  
The idea was to enable dis-
cussions about practical, eve-
ryday difficulties and how to 
approach them from a Chris-
tian viewpoint.  I found that 
my group clearly understood 
the fundamentals of Christi-
anity and were able to ex-
press them fairly well.  Re-
member, most Russians all 
had a conversion experience 
of some kind, for most adults 
did not have Christian par-
ents.  
 

While Margaret, Alice and 
LuRay taught the children 
the same principles using 
stories, crafts, and games, 
Pastor Lisa and Bob, Bonnie 
and Duane, and Gary, Dale 
and I led adult small groups.  
The Lutheran-owned camp 
had a separate church build-
ing, which allowed us to have 
our evening worship service 
in a sanctuary.  We were in 

charge of leading one of 
these services.  Bonnie and 
LuRay had put together a 
music folder that enabled us 
to sing as a 10-person choir 
(in parts!).  We knew we 
might be a good choir be-
cause Bonnie had us practice 
in a hotel lounge area, and 
no one objected.  If you 
would like to hear us singing 
at camp, visit 
http://youtu.be/U07hwgquZ6
8.  After our discussion 
groups, we realized that the 
campers did not know John 
Wesley’s key teachings, 
which include the three 
rules.  Therefore, Bonnie 
offered a sermon on the 
Wesley’s Quadrilateral and 
the Means of Grace.   
 

Were we successful? Perhaps 
so, for as we tried to drive 
out of the campground to 
return to Volgograd, the oth-
er campers formed a human 
blockade across the road to 
prevent us from leaving!   
Next month’s report will be 
on the social outreach pro-
grams of Hope UMC. 

A highlight of the Grace mission to Russia was our team’s partici-
pation in a Bible camp with adults and children in Volgograd. 
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Pastor’s Journal        
                     

All summer a team from Stewardship and Finance has been planning and preparing for the fall 
stewardship campaign.  I am very excited about the decision to continue developing our  
“Five Commitments” strategy.   
 

Last year we invited the congregation to make a holistic commitment following the five promises 
of the baptismal and membership vows: To support the Church through prayers, presence, gifts, 

service and witness.  We provided a 12-page booklet to help our congregation make those commitments. 
 

This year we are extending that campaign with an effort to renew our commitments; but this time, we hope most people 
will do it online, through our website.  While we will give everyone the option of responding on paper or with an esti-
mate of giving card, we anticipate the future is in a digital format.  Already, an ever-increasing number of people give 
through the secure E-giving option accessible through www.peopleofgrace.org.  This year, our whole campaign is geared 
up for online connection. 
 

I confess, I came late to this plan.  In our recent Firm Foundation Capital Campaign, we dutifully printed out the commit-
ments that came in by e-mail and responded to them by sending a stamped letter.  It never even occurred to me that we 
should respond by e-mail!  When this was pointed out to me in a review of the campaign, the oversight was obvious. 

Grace will move into the 21st Century, as soon as we can get out of the 19th! 
          

        Grace and Peace, 
         
                                 

September 2013 

 
        By Pastor  

             Lisa Telomen 

What does God want us to learn together?  What is God teaching us through each other?   
What can we learn about others that helps us to grow into better people?  What do we learn  
about ourselves as we share our lives with others?  What do we learn about God through our  
sharing with others? What can we do with, and for, God in our face time with others? 

Okay, it’s time to turn 
in your answers!  I left 
you these questions in 
our July Grace Notes, 
for you to think about 
as we travelled 
through the rest of 
summer.  I would love 
to hear your thoughts 
and answers!   
 

For me, especially 
from my time in Russia 
and at my spiritual 
place, God seems to 
be telling me now that 
all people, everywhere, 
of all faiths and no 
faith, are clothed in the 
love of God, whether 
or not we or they 
know it.  And we are 
inextricably linked with 
each other.  Whether 
it will be a positive or 
negative link for us is 

our choice, but Jesus 
has demonstrated for 
us, once for all, how to 
make positive links 
that bring blessing to 
all.  If we choose to 
make a negative link, it 
will be negative for all.  
 

Our actions never af-
fect only one side of 
our human equations.   
Our links made in Rus-
sia were once again so 
powerful:  our church 
friends there were so 
gracious in their host-
ing, so profound in 
their sharing.  We 
talked about how to 
live our faith every 
day.  Conversations 
covered making a posi-
tive witness in work 
despite difficult de-
mands, trying to live 

between divorced par-
ents who are still mad 
at each other, trying to 
be a good grandmoth-
er for a demanding 
daughter…many of the 
same issues we strug-
gle with ourselves.  
And how do we find 
God’s love and 
strength in the midst 
of these stressors? 
How do we connect 
with God in these ten-
sions of our lives?  We 
talked about different 
ways to read scripture, 
and to pray, and how 
important it is to have 
church family to help 
carry us through these 
times.   
 

Music is another im-
portant healer and 
connector, to God and 

to each other.  I 
learned that I am very 
blessed to be able to 
make these trips with, 
and on behalf, of the 
people of Grace and 
that I am humbled eve-
ry time God lets me 
see his face in another 
person – we are such 
beautiful bearers of his 
image! When we 
choose to be people of 
love, nothing can stop 
us from bringing his 
blessing to the world... 
nothing.   
 

I continue to learn 
how important my 
devotional time is to 
me, to spend time in 
Scripture and reading 
books of spiritual de-
votion that remind me 
of God’s closeness and 

presence in the world.   
Here is a wonderful 
book I commend to 
you all for your devo-
tional reading this fall:  
An Altar In the World, 
by Barbara Brown Tay-
lor.  Some of our staff 
will be sharing it with 
me this fall, and I 
would love to share it 
with all of you as well.  
This is the book I will 
have mentioned in my 
Labor Day sermon, 
“Now you see Him, 
now you don’t?” 
 

Blessed to be on the 
journey of faith with 
you, 
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Oct. Grace Notes  
Please submit news,  
photos or articles for 
the October 2013  

issue of Grace Notes 
by Mon., Sept. 30, to 

barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org;  

call 630-355-1748, 
ext. 240; or bring to 

the church office.  
Your submissions are 
welcome and encour-

aged, but may be  
edited for space 
and/or content.   

Youth Music 
Rehearsals 
Students in grades 8-
12, if you like to sing, 
or if you play an in-
strument well, please 
consider joining the 
Youth Choir and/or 
Youth Brass and 
Woodwind Ensemble.  
Our first rehearsals 
are on Sunday, Sep-
tember 8, beginning 
at 12:15 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary for choir, 
followed by pizza 
lunch, and an informa-
tional meeting for the 
brass/woodwind en-
semble at 1:30 p.m. 
 

Adult Studies 
and Classes  
Begin Sept. 9 
(Contact Pastor Lisa for 
class details or sign up 
in the Activity Center on 
Sundays) 
 

Antique Road-
show Returns!  
Over 50 Fellowship is 
bringing back the An-
tique Road Show on 
Thursday, Septem-
ber 12, 12:00-2:00 
p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Antique experts 
Glenn Lynch (owner 
of Out of the Attic) 
and John Leonard 
(Leonard Auction) will 
be our hosts, along 
with Dick Trondsen.  
Please bring an antique 
or collectible of your 
own to share and dis-
cuss.  Lunch and pro-
gram $10 per person, 
payable at the door.  
Reserve by Sunday, 
September 8, in the 
church office.  

 

New Member 
Class Sept. 15 
Are you interested in 
joining the member-
ship of Grace?  There 
will be a new member 
class and luncheon on 
Sunday, September 
15, 10:45 a.m.-2:00 
p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Participants will 
join Grace the follow-
ing Sunday, September 
22, at the service of 
their choice.  It is very 
important that you 
contact Sharon Fergu-
son in advance (630-
355-1748, ext. 223) to 
sign up for this class. 
 

Flute and Per-
cussion Recital 
September 22 
(See back cover) 
 

Flu Shot Clinic 
Don’t let the flu bug 
YOU this season—
come to a flu shot 
clinic at Grace on Sun-
day, September 29, 
9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in 
Room 250.  Flu shots 
are available for $25; 
pneumonia shots $75; 
and Tdap $45.  Arm 
yourself! 
 

UMW General 
Meeting 
All women of Grace 
are welcome to Unit-
ed Methodist Wom-
en’s General Meeting 
on Tuesday, October 
1, 9:00 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Following a 
brief business meeting, 
Erma Bryan will pre-
sent our Thank Offer-
ing, “Letting Go to Be 
Thankful.”  Lunch  
provided by Mary and 
Martha-Esther Circles.  

Blessing of the 
Animals Octo-
ber 5 (See page 5) 
 

Harvest Home! 
Don’t 
miss a 
Grace 
tradition 
well over 100 years 
old—Harvest Home!  
Join us for the bounty 
of God’s blessings in 
food, friendship, fel-
lowship, entertain-
ment, recognition of 
our newest and most 
long-standing mem-
bers, and our Harvest 
Home award recipient 
on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 9, 6:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Tur-
key will be provided; 
please bring a dish to 
share and your own 
plates and utensils.  
Tickets will be on sale 
September 22, 29 and 
October 6 in the Ac-
tivity Center and in 
the church office dur-
ing the week.   
 

Love Opens  
Doors Oct. 13 
(See page 4) 
 

Confirmation  
Retreat Sept. 6-7 
Camp Wesleywoods 
Confirmation  
Orientation 

Sept 8 - 9:30 a.m. Orientation for students 
(Room 231)and parents (Room 232); Covenant 
Service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary for par-
ents and students 
Jr./Sr. High Sunday School Resumes  
September 8  9:30 a.m. Invite your friends! 
Youth-Led Council Meeting Sept. 8 10:30 
a.m. in Room 234.  Be a leader in the GYM! 
Fall GYM Starts September 11; GYM Band 
5:00 p.m., GYM at 6:30 in Room 234 
Guys Only Paintballing October 5 
Girls Only Nails and Spa Day October 19 
Read your GYM mailing carefully for all the info!  
Contact the youth office with any questions. 

Join the Naperville Festival Singers 
In an All Saints Choral Program! 

One of today’s most pre-eminent young cho-
ral composers, Dan Forrest, has written 
“Requiem for the Living,” which our music 
ministry will be presenting on All Saints’ Sun-
day, November 3, at Grace.  Singers from 
Grace and the community are welcome to 
join this limited-commitment opportunity.  
Open to adults, college students, and musi-
cally motivated high schoolers, singers must 
attend no less than FOUR of the following re-
hearsals.  Thursdays, October 3-31, and Mon-
day, October 28.  Registration available 
online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/naperville_festival_ 
singers, or contact Dan Wagner at 630-355-
1748, ext. 232, or andante147@gmail.com 
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By AngelaMcCurdy 
 

On September 29, the Grace Church 
Library will be joining with the Ameri-
can Library Association and public li-
braries nationwide in celebrating Li-
brary Card Sign-up Month. This event 
began in 1987 as an effort to ensure 
that students have the most important 
school supply of all – a free library card. 
During the month of September, many 
area libraries partner with local busi-
nesses to offer special discounts and 

services to card holders. Check with 
your area library to see what may be 
available to you – who knows, maybe 
you’ll find a new favorite restaurant or 
shop while supporting businesses 
within your own community!  At 
Grace, we will be passing out book-
marks at the end of all three services 
on September 29 and, as always, we 
invite you to visit the Library (Room 
223) and see what we have to offer. 
We continue to add new resources to 
the collection. 
 
“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

September 2013 

By Gay Craig, Hunger  
Committee 
 
The poor will eat and be satis-
fied, and those who seek the 
Lord shall praise him.   
       —Psalm  22:25 
 

The many fluorescent orange 
bands and casual attire worn 
at our four church services 
on Aug. 17 and 18 were a 
first step in raising funds for 
Grace UMC’s participation in 
the ecumenical Feed My 
Starving Children 2014 Mo-
bile Pack.  We raised over 
$1,000!  Next year’s event 
will be held February 14-16 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Naperville. 
 

Feed My Starving Children is 
a Christian-centered non-
profit organization (501(c)3) 
that provides meals to starv-
ing children throughout the 
world.  At the packing site, 
“cells” of volunteers scoop 
nutrients into plastic bags, 
weigh and seal the bags, 
which are packed in crates, 
loaded on trucks, and ulti-

mately distributed world-
wide.  The food packages 
contain rice, soy protein, 
dried vegetables, vitamins, 
minerals, and vegetarian 
chicken flavoring. The meals 
were formulated by a nutri-
tionist to be accepted by 
most cultures around the 
world and to be restorative 
for those who are malnour-
ished. When cooked in boil-
ing water, the rice expands, 
the soy adds protein, and the 
dried vegetables and vitamin 
powder provide additional 
important micronutrients. 
Each meal package cooks up 
into six servings. 
 

Earlier this year, 130 Grace 
members partnered with 
2,070 members of nine other 
local congregations in the 
Mobile Pack at Good Shep-
herd.  Some served in key 
supportive roles, but most 
volunteers packed meals.  
They worked quickly and 
cooperatively in an energy-
charged gymnasium, filled 
with music and shouts for 
more ingredients to pack.   

At the conclusion of each 
shift, volunteers gathered 
together to bless and pray 
over the food they had 
packed.  The original goal for 
the 2013 Naperville event 
was a total of 415,000 meals, 
but the end total was an 
amazing 453,600! 
 

Each package of nutrients 
costs .22, and each volunteer 
packs an average of 200 
meals per two-hour shift.  
That’s $44 x 20 people per 
shift, equaling $880 for each 
shift at which we packed.  In 
2013, shift costs were largely 
underwritten by proceeds 
from the 2012 “Gift of Love” 
Christmas concert, totaling 
$5,500, or 25,000 meals.  It 
was an excellent beginning to 
our international outreach, 
affirming Christian love for 
others, as Jesus taught us.   
 

For 2014, the Hunger Mis-
sion will work to raise the 
necessary funds for Grace’s 
participation.  We hope to 
increase our contribution so 
that even more Grace mem-

bers can participate in reach-
ing the combined goal of 
packing 500,000 meals.  
Please watch for other FMSC 
fundraisers during the re-
mainder of the year, and lend 
your support as you are able. 
                                                          

Many thanks to all who con-
tributed to the overwhelming 
success of the 2013 Mobile 
Pack.  As a result of your 
efforts, meals were distribut-
ed as follows: 
 

• 540 boxes to Haiti, feeding 
   320 children for one year 
• 684 boxes to Nicaragua, 

feeding 405 children for 
one year 

• 300 boxes to the Philip-
pines, feeding 178 children 
for one year 

• 396 boxes to Losotho 
(South Africa), feeding 234 
children for one year, 

• 180 boxes to North Ko-
rea, feeding 107 children 
for one year. 

Wristbands and Casual Attire a First Step In Feeding Hungry Children 
Grace Prepares for 2014 “Feed My Starving Children” Mobile Pack 
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Building Projects Progress Update    By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 

Projects have progressed well through Au-
gust, though we’ve experienced a few entan-
glements that have stalled the Fire Suppres-
sion Project.  We are slightly over budget, 
partly due to the issues with the Fire Sup-
pression Project and partly due to a decision 

to move up from digital to Internet Protocol (IP) phones in 
the Phone/Pager System Project.  Current numbers for the 
active projects are:   
• Budget + 6% contingency = $39,962 
• Committed cost to date =   $40,219 
• Under/(over) budget =        $ (257) 
• Capital Gifts to date =         $300,289 
• Total expensed to date =     $88,289* 
• Cash Capital Fund balance= $212,000 
 

*Includes Capital Campaign costs and project costs 
 

Security Cameras 
Securing cameras are installed and operational.  This pro-
ject came in at $7,236, under our planned budget and con-
tingency of $8,480.  Remaining tasks include: 
• Ensuring key users can load the client software 
• Working with the vendor to get user training 
• Addressing policy considerations 
 

Fire Suppression 
The Fire Suppression Project in the Grace kitchen has 
neared completion, with the fire suppression equipment 
installed and natural gas supply reconfigured.  The neces-
sary electrical hookup to the fire alarm system, however, 
expected to be a minor step in the overall project, has be-
come more complicated and more costly due to the age 
and limitations of our current alarm system.  We will need 
to coordinate this hookup with the larger scale planned 
Fire Alarm System Project, which, in turn, must be coordi-
nated with planning for the HVAC system replacement.  
Next steps will involve determining what can be done cost 
effectively now to complete the Fire Suppression System 
installation that will properly integrate with the larger pro-
ject plans.  Some of the associated costs from completing 
this effort will likely be assigned to the Fire Alarm System 
Upgrade project.  Budget plus contingency is $3,180; cost 
to date is $4,557; balance is $(1,377). 

Phone and Paging System 
• Wiring has been completed throughout our GUMC facil-

ity, now accommodating 34 new phone locations and 14 
new paging speakers.  Each phone location will include a 
plug-in jack for a computer connection, thus extending 
wired computer connectivity throughout the building.   

• The wiring was done by Grace volunteers to save costs 
on this dusty and tedious stage of the project.  Many 
thanks to our “Wiring Team,” including Tom 
Blair, John Bodine, Gregg Chalecki, Steve Con-
nors, Dennis Groenenboom, Ron Laub, Roy 
Mann, Steve Peters, and Bob Schmitt.   

• Grace staff have been briefed on the project and implica-
tions for them, and their input has been included in the 
placement of the new phones. 

• We expect work to continue into September as the ven-
dor comes in to install phone and system equipment. 

• Basic and advanced training will be conducted for staff 
and receptionists before the switch to the new system. 

• Due to the change of scope form a digital phone system 
to IP (Internet Protocol) technology, costs have come in 
higher than planned at roughly $28,426, compared to 
budget and contingency of $25,300, with a balance of 
$(4,046). 

 

General 
We are beginning specific planning for the HVAC system 
replacement, which will have the highest priority of remain-
ing projects and is targeted for completion in late 2014 or 
early 2015.  The project will involve replacement of the 
boilers, condensers, and chillers from the old system 
across from Fellowship Hall and repair and replacement of 
some components of the HVAC system in the newer part 
of the building.  We’ll also be addressing ventilation issues 
in the Chancel, the youth rooms 
(137, 138), and the data room in 
the church office.  We have a good 
blend of skills on the Building Com-
mittee and specific engineering, 
architectural, and HVAC experi-
ence to bring to bear.  We’ll keep 
everyone posted on progress as we 
move through the year. 
  

Saturday Evening Worship… 
It’s Noteworthy! 
Every week, Saturday Evening Worship features an intimate cir-
cle of worship, with inspiring message and music.  Twice per 
month, healing prayer with anointing oils is offered for those 
who wish to come forward.  This month, healing services are on 
September 21st and 28th, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.   
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Grace United Methodist 
Church is indeed a vi-
brant faith community 
with many opportunities 
for the growth and de-
velopment of one’s faith 

and relationship with God.     
 

Grace’s “Lead with Love” group, led 
by Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol 
Findon, is sponsoring a series of six 
learning opportunities during the 2013 
and 2014 education season of the 
church.  “Love Opens Doors” will cre-
ate a dialogue on the intentional inclu-
sion of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender persons into the mem-
bership of our local church. 
 

“Lead with Love” members, who are 
also members of Grace, have family 
members and friends in the LGBT 
community.  We have heard the pain 
and concerns of many who feel that 
they are marginalized and oppressed 
because of the conscious and uncon-
scious bias of many.  Some of these 
family members and friends do not feel 
fully welcomed at Grace. 
 

The objectives of the six learning ex-
periences are: 
 

1. Calling Grace UMC back to its core 
values of hospitality, compassion, 
justice, mercy and genuine love for 
all persons. 

2.  Bringing to Grace UMC an inten-
tional exploration and learning envi-
ronment whereby the members of 
the congregation can come together 
for conversations about sexuality. 

3.  Growing beyond our pain of sepa-
ration toward a more compassion-
ate and empathic relationship be-
tween Grace UMC and LGBT per-
sons. 

 

Using the four organizing resources of 
Scripture, Tradition, Experience and 
Reason, the six sessions will examine 
our theological understandings of ho-
mosexuality and God’s will for individ-
uals and the church.  These are the 
principles of discernment used in test-
ing truth: 

1. Experience is both the lens through 
which and the source from which 
we receive information. 

2. Scripture is the primary source of 
our faith. 

3. Tradition is found in church history 
and in habits we form in our lives. 

4. Reason is the cognitive tool we use 
to interpret the three sources of 
theology and is integrated in our 
experiences of life, in our study of 
scripture, and in the traditions we 
encounter in our personal lives and 
in the church. 

 

Beginning October 13, 2013, these 
sessions will be offered in Fellowship 
Hall, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  During the 
first session, a Covenant for Discus-
sion will be created along with the 
foundational guidelines for dialogue.  
On the second Sunday of each suc-
ceeding month, the sessions will con-
tinue to focus on welcoming the LGBT 
community, using the topics of Experi-
ence, Scripture, Tradition and Reason.   
 

Pastor Lisa Telomen, Administrative 
Pastor, and ‘Lead With Love” facilita-
tors Pastors Don and Carol will over-
see and plan the sessions and make 
appropriate arrangements with facilita-
tors.  The speakers will receive a sti-
pend paid by the Scott Niswonger Me-
morial Fund and by members of Lead 
with Love in the amount of $300 per 
session. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Blaine Rader will begin 
our series by calling for a Covenant 
for Discussion.  He will lead us into a 
“graceful engagement” as we begin to 
explore our evolving faith.  Dr. Rader 
has had careers in parish ministry, aca-
demic teaching and administration of 
pastoral counseling centers.  He holds 
advanced degrees from Drew Univer-
sity, University of Michigan, Wayne 
State University, United Theological 
Seminary, and Notre Dame.  He is a 
licensed Clinical Psychologist in Illinois 
and a Diplomate of the American As-
sociation of Pastoral Counselors. He 
has assisted other congregations in 
choosing to become Welcoming and 

Reconciling.  He says, “I believe that 
consensus is the preferred way to find 
God’s will in vital matters of congrega-
tional life.”  He is a retired elder in the 
UMC and husband of Bishop Sharon 
Rader. 
 

For more information about “Love 
Opens Doors,” contact Pastors Don 
Niswonger or Carol Findon at 630-
416-8393.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 13, 2013: 
A Covenant for Discussion 
 Rev. Dr. Blaine Rader 
NOVEMBER 10, 2013: 
Experience and Reason  
 Rev. Gregory Gross 
DECEMBER 8, 2013: 
Personal Stories and Reason 
 Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist  
 or Rev. Gregory Gross (TBA) 
JANUARY 12, 2014:  
Scripture and Reason 
 Dr. Osvaldo Vena 
FEBRUARY 9, 2014: 
Tradition and Reason 
 Rev. Bishop Sharon Rader 
MARCH 9, 2014:   
Creating a Welcoming Faith  
Community 
 Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist 
 

Creating a Welcoming Faith Community  By Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol FIndon 

 

Love Opens Doors 
Six	Learning	
Opportunities	for	the		
People	of	Grace	
11:00	a.m.-12:30	p.m.	In	
Fellowship	Hall	

Rev. Dr. Blaine Rader 
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        Animal Attraction! 

Bill Blake sent me these beautiful photos after reading a 
piece in a recent Grace Notes about a fallen  
female cardinal in my driveway (courtesy of my cat).  He 
writes:  “We’ve had cardinals living in and around the ev-
ergreens in our backyard for several years, and I’ve really 
enjoyed watching them from our kitchen window.  I’ve 
seen them building their nests, seen the young ones 
emerging from the evergreens, and watched them visit my 
feeders on a daily basis.  I hope you get a new ‘Mama’ to 
brighten up your yard.”  Thank you, Bill!    —Barb Ceruti 
 
Note to readers:  If you would like to see the long-standing 
“Animal Attraction” column continue, please send photos and 
descriptions of your family's pets or wildlife you have snapped  
in your yard, on vacation, safari, etc. to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the church office, 
ATTN:  Barb.  Please make sure that photos were taken by you 
or someone you know—no Internet downloads, please.  Photos 
will be returned upon request.  Photos and animal “bio’s” are 
published in the order received.  If you would like to see your 
pet in an upcoming issue of Grace Notes, contact us today! 

            BLESSING OF THE  
         ANIMALS OCTOBER 5 
Pet owners, our annual “Blessing of the Animals”  
service is on Saturday, October 5, at Saturday Evening 
Worship, 5:00 p.m. on the north lawn (weather per-
mitting; rain locale is the Activity Center).  All well-
behaved, leashed or caged pets are welcome!  If a be-
loved pet of yours has died within the past year, and 
you would like his/her name to be read at this special 
service, please contact Barb Ceruti (630-355-1748, ext. 
240, or barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org) or Sharon Fer-
guson (630-355-1748, ext. 223, or pastorcare@ 
peopleofgrace.org) by Wednesday, October 2.  Your 
friends and neighbors and their pets are also welcome 
to this service.   

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Sue Pritchard, friend of Tom and Betsy Tyo 
Marjie Stone, friend of Mat Gaglione and family 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Roy and Alice Mann celebrated 45 years of marriage on 
August 24 
Harold and LuRay Workman recently celebrated 45 
years of marriage    
Pastor Bill and Erma Bryan recently celebrated 62 years 
of marriage 
Pete and Ellie Lindsay celebrated 50 years of marriage on  
August 31 
Peggy Shepard celebrated her 93rd birthday on September 
1; send greeting to 250 Village Dr. #138, Downers Grove, IL 
60516 
Peg Yonker celebrates her 90th birthday on September 30; 
send greetings to 21 S. Sleight St., Naperville, IL  60540 

Female Cardinal 

Male Cardinal 


