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NIC Welcomes New  
Bishop SALLY DYCK 
 

Join with members of Grace and the North-
ern Illinois Conference for a welcome service 
and reception in honor of our new Bishop, 
Sally Dyck.   
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, AT GRACE UMC 
Welcome Service 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Reception to follow in Fellowship Hall 

All are welcome! 

Blessing of the Animals 
October 6 
On Saturday, October 
6, at our 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday Evening Wor-
ship, we will once 
again hold a Blessing 
of the Animals service 
on the north lawn 
(weather permitting).  
All well-behaved, 
leashed or caged ani-
mals are welcome to 
this service of blessing of those spe-
cial friends who have captured our 
hearts with their abundant love.   

Dinners for 8!  Not Your Boring Dinner Parties!  
If you enjoy dining and socializing, join Dinners for Eight!  Beginning in Octo-
ber/November through April/May, gatherings are every two month in mem-
bers’ homes (with people serving as host only once, while others bring an ap-
petizer, salad or dessert).  These are not benign, staid dinners!  There’s a lot of 
laughter with people you would normally see only at church on Sundays.  
Coupes, singles, and subs welcome!  Contact Ann Walczak at 630-357-7751 or 
annclassen@wideopenwest.com with your name, address, phone and e-mail. 
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All But Pavers Approved in Capital Projects Vote 
By John Bodine 
 

The Capital Projects 
Study Team has complet-
ed its study and present-
ed recommendations to 
the Grace membership at 

a Charge Conference on August 19.  
Committee recommendations were 
discussed and voted upon, with all ele-
ments approved but the installation of 
permeable pavers for our parking lots.  
Instead, asphalt will be used for several 
of our parking surfaces.  Ultimately, 
members were uncertain about the sta-
bility of a paver surface over time, par-
ticularly as applied to GUMC soils, 
which have been reconstructed signifi-
cantly over the years.  Concerns for 
specific HVAC issues regarding certain 
rooms and spaces will be referred to 
the Building Committee, once it forms. 
 

Final approval for the Capital Campaign 
was for $1.8 million present value, re-
flecting a reduction in cost due to the 
removal of the paver project, and debt 

limits of $600,000 or 30% of the project 
total (whichever is greater) for normal 
project financing and $1.1 million in the 
event of a need to replace the HVAC 
system under emergency conditions 
(such as failure in January 2013!).  The 
cost of financing as estimated by the 
Capital Campaign committee is to be 
added to the campaign goal.  Approved 
project components in order of priority 
are as follows: 
 

• HVAC - $1.1 million 
• Life/Safety items - $93,700 
      Fire Alarm System Upgrade- $51,500 
      Security Camera Network-$8,000 
      Keycard Access System-$11,200 
      Classroom Phones/Intercoms-$23,000 
• Kitchen Enhancements - $6,700 

Triple Sink Drain-$3,000 
Stove Fire Suppression-$3,700 

• Parking Lots - $334,000 for all asphalt 
• Electronic Name Monument - 

$26,000 
• Other Maintenance - $20,000 
• Retaining Wall Replacement -  

$33,500 

• Lighting Replacement - $40,000 
• Roofing - $105,500 
 

Also approved was: 
• The formation of the Capital Cam-

paign Committee to plan and run the 
Capital Campaign 

• The plan to hire a consultant to assist 
in developing the Capital Campaign, 
with this cost added to the campaign 
goal 

• The formation of a Building Commit-
tee to follow through on project  
details and oversight 

 

Thanks to Grace members for their 
active engagement in this effort to learn 
about the proposed projects and under-
stand their pros and cons.  While we 
will not always be unanimous in the de-
cisions and directions we need to make, 
it is critically important that we actively 
seek and receive opinions, feedback, 
and input to ensure that we are on the 
right track to help Grace prosper now 
and into the future. 
 

T his fall, we’re asking our church family to commit to Grace not only through 
their financial gifts, but through their gifts of service as well.  To help each 

of us respond more fully to this year’s stewardship call, the Adult Education 
Council is sponsoring an “Exploring Your Spiritual Gifts” experience, led by the 
Rev. Sylvia Pleas.  Come find out what you are specially led by God to offer!  
The first session will be all day on Saturday, September 22, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
at Grace. The second will be two half days on Saturday, September 29, 9:00 
a.m. to noon and Sunday, September 30, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 pm.  One need only 
attend one of these sessions, as they are repeats of one another, and September 
29 and 30 constitute a single session.  Sign up in the Activity Center on Sundays 
between services; books and materials are available for review and purchase.   
For further information, contact Leslie Rogers (630-325-0169 or  

ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Lisa Telomen (630-355-1748, ext. 226, or lisatelomen@peopleofgrace.org).  Please 
read more about spiritual gifts and the fall stewardship campaign in Pastor Bob’s “Journal” on page 2.   

 Last Chance to Register for UM Men’s Spiritual Congress! 
Former Grace Pastor Larry Hilkemann is the keynote speaker at a Northern Illinois Conference 
event for men over the weekend of September 14-16, in Williams Bay, WI.  Presenting “A 
Guide for the Life of Your Congregation,” Rev. Hilkemann’s message is part of a small 
group/workshop-style retreat geared toward personal spiritual formation for men that will chal-
lenge and equip them to examine their values, actions and motives.  All men are encouraged to 
attend.  Register at www.NICUMM.org by September 8, or contact Mark Himel at 630-536-8376. 

Sept. 22 or Sept. 29 and 30 

EXPLORING 

YOUR 
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Pastor’s Journal         
 

Greater Expectations 
 

I am very excited that our Stewardship and Finance Committee is taking leadership this fall.  In helping all 
of us discover our spiritual gifts and find a place to exercise them, our fall campaign addresses the whole 

person.  Most of the time, in most of the churches, the stewardship team does the expected.  Most of the time, as people 
say, all the church asks for is money.  The Grace Stewardship Team is looking to expand our thinking about stewardship 
into the stewardship of service. 
 

Every time people join Grace, the whole congregation speaks our commitment to support the church with our “prayers, 
presence, gifts, service and witness.”  These are our five commitments.  Our fall campaign will help us consider all five 
commitments of our spiritual lives.  Because our financial gifts to the church are easily measured, accounted and reported, 
we don’t often expect that other areas will require commitment in the same way.  Grace wants to turn that expectation 
around. 
 

As a pastor, I cannot count the times prayer made all the difference in a person’s life.  Our prayer shawl ministry alone 
has brought enough peace to justify the worth of the entire church.  The opportunity to be present through the church in 
one child’s life transforms a generation.  One week at Vacation Bible School or on Side-by-Side resonates into adulthood.  
Our financial gifts make ministry happen in Naperville and around the world.  This year, we are going to focus on our gifts 
of service with the opportunity to commit to one new area of ministry as we witness to the love of Christ. 
 

Join us later this month as Rev. Sylvia Pleas leads us in an “Exploring Your Spiritual Gifts” experience.  (see front page)     

               Grace and Peace, 
                                

September 2012 

The Chancel Choir and instrumental ensemble 
present this beautiful and accessible work by 
New Mexico composer Bradley Ellingboe. 

Sunday, Nov. 4, 
8:15 and 9:30a 
services 

“Requiem”  

Save the Dates for These Inspiring Music and Worship Events 

Candle light 

Bakery-fresh desserts & coffee 

Private concert sampler by surprise 
guest artists 

       “Friends of the Series”  
       Be our invited guests 

Friday, Oct. 5, 
7:30p  in the 
Activity Center 

By invitation 

requiem 

The Grace Praise Team and instrumental  
ensemble present a worship musical for Advent 
with a contemporary flair. 

”The First Noel” 

Sunday , Dec. 9  
Three services 

”The Gift of Love” 
Christmas Benefit 
Sun. December 16  

Featuring the Grace Chancel Choir &  
Soloists, Guest Artists & Chicago Symphony  
Civic Orchestra  

Watch for tickets to go on sale soon 

Last year sold out completely—don’t miss  
your opportunity! 

Times TBA soon  

Music ministries have begun a new season! 
There’s still time to join one of our ensem-
bles for adults, youth, children, hand bells 
and instrumentalists. Call Dan Wagner,  
Minister of Music, 630.355.1748, ext. 232 

Youth Music Ministry! 
Youth Choir/Praise Leadership 

 at 4:30 
Youth Hand Bells at 6:00 

It’s a new season of music at Grace!  Register now for any of our 
children’s, teen, or adult choirs at www.peopleofgrace.org/music. 
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                                        On the Horizon... 

 

Upcoming Music Events 
(see page 2) 
 

Library Day (see page 6) 
 

Men’s Retreat (see page 1) 
 

Over 50 Fellowship (see page 6) 
 

September Walks to Emmaus  
The men’s fall Walk to Emmaus is sched-
uled for September 13-16, followed by 
the women’s Walk September 20-23.  
Both retreats are held at the Bishop Lane 
Retreat Center in Rockford, IL.  Contact 
Joe Schofield at 630-778-9559 if you 
would like to embark upon this life-
changing faith experience.   

Saturday Evening Healing Oils 
Twice per month, our Saturday Evening 
Worship at 5:00 p.m. in the Activity  
Center features anointing oils for those 
who wish to be touched by this ancient, 
sacred practice of healing.  September’s 
healing oils services are September 15 
and 29; next month, healing oils services 
are on October 13 and 27. 

Seeking Russia Team Members 
Adults and college students, are you  
interested in joining the Grace mission  
to Volgograd, Russia, next summer, or 
would like to learn more?  Come to a 
Skype session with our sister church in 
Volgograd on Saturday, September 15, 
8:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. 

Sign Up Now For DISCIPLE! 
Register in the Activity Center now 
through September 16 for Disciple I, II, 
III, or “Jesus in the Gospels” (on Monday 
nights, with Disc. II also on Thursday 
mornings).  “Jesus in the Gospels” is lim-
ited to those who have previously taken 
Disciple I-IV.  Classes begin the week of 
September 17; contact Leslie at 630-
325-0169 or ljkrogers@sbcglobal.net.    

Monday Night “Progressive  
Christianity” Class 
Revs. Don Niswonger and Carol Findon 
are leading a two-semester (fall and win-
ter) “Progressive Christianity/Adult The-
ological Re-Education” course, starting 
with “Saving Jesus” on September 17, 
7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 254 for 12 
weeks, followed by “First Light,” begin-

ning January 7.  These DVD-based revo-
lutionary studies of Christ for the third 
millennium feature the leading contem-
porary religious voices of our time.  
Contact Don or Carol at 630-416-8393. 

90 Minutes in Heaven Author 
Comes to Naperville  
On Friday, September 21, 7:00 p.m. at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Na-
perville, best-selling author Don Piper 
will share his awesome glimpse of heaven 
after a near fatal accident, a story he has 
told all over the world.  This event is 
open seating, with no tickets or admis-
sion charge; a free will offering will be 
taken.  Call 630-534-0915 for further 
information.   
 

Spiritual Gifts Experience (page 1) 
 

Welcome New Bishop (back cover)  
 

UMW Book Group 
All women readers are welcome to join 
United Methodist Women’s Book 
Group, meeting next on Wednesday, 
September 26, 12:45 p.m. in the home 
of Carol Nelson, discussing The Art of 
Fielding, by Chad Harbach.   

Flu Clinic at Month’s End 
Stop the flu before it stops you!   
Head for Room 250 on Sunday,  
September 30, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  
for flu ($20), pneumonia ($70), and/or 
Tdap ($45) shots.  VNA Health Care will 
bill Medicare Part B (you must present 
your card); no Medicare HMOs or PPOs.    

Looking Farther Ahead… 
 

Harvest Home Celebration 
Don’t miss a classic Grace tradition over 
100 years old!  The Harvest Home Festi-
val is on Wednesday, October 10, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, 
featuring a potluck meal (turkey provid-
ed), recognition of our new and 50+-year 
members, fellowship and entertainment.  
Tickets will go on sale this month; offer-
ings will benefit roof repairs for our  
sister church, Trinity UMC in Joliet.  
Scleroderma Support Group   
Grace is launching a support group for 
those suffering from scleroderma, an au-
toimmune disorder that involves ele-

ments of arthritis, MS, MD, and more.  
The first meeting will be on Saturday, 
October 13, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Please share this information with anyone 
you know who is struggling with sclero-
derma as well as their family and friends.  
Contact peterson.edie2012@yahoo.com 
or 630-427-1757 for more information.  
30th Annual CROP Walk 
Beginning September 16, sign up in the 
Activity Center to walk in the CROP 
Walk, stepping off again from our own 
Grace Church on Sunday, October 14.  
In honor of 30 years of CROP’s fight 
against hunger, this year’s goal is to raise 
funds by 30% over last year’s totals. 
October Men’s Forum  
Men, mark your calendars for Friday, 
October 26, when Fellowship of Chris-
tian Men will host former Drug Enforce-
ment Agency Assistant Special Agent 
Richard Tucker, who will share how his 
work with the DEA impacted his faith 
journey.  Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by the program.  All men of Grace 
and the community welcome!  Contact 
Bob Pacanowski at bobfod@aol.com. 
Women, Save the Date! 
Anymore, Christmas at Grace wouldn’t 
be the same without our women’s event, 
“Celebrate the Season,” this year on 
Wednesday, November 28, 6:00 p.m.  
If you would like to be a table hostess, 
contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734.   

For comprehensive announcements, see Grace in Mission on Sundays or at peopleofgrace.org 

September 2012 

God Touches Us In Our God Touches Us In Our   
Deepest PlacesDeepest Places 

 

Saturday Morning Grief Group 
Grace is currently offering a grief group 
for those mourning the loss of a loved 
one on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month at 1:30 p.m.  If you would be in-
terested in a Saturday morning group, 
please contact Pam Riley or Pastor Bill 
Bryan at 630-355-1748.   
 

Real Men Pray 
Men, join together for a time of weekly 
intercessory prayer and sharing on  
Sunday evenings in the Chapel, 7:00-
8:00 p.m., beginning September 16.  
Contact Charlie Volz at 815-609-2567. 
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Grace’s Glenna Holloway Is Three-Time 
Senior Poet Laureate 
This beautiful poem, “Gift Horse,” won Glenna Holloway the  
distinction of 2012 Illinois State Senior Poet Laureate.  She was 
previously awarded this honor in 2009 and 2010 for her poems 
“Losing the Farm” and “Hunger Moon,” respectively. 
 

                      GIFT HORSE 
 

It’s not as if you roll melty brown eyes 
at me and nuzzle my arm, not as if I’ve had 
years of pleasure from you.  You even bit me. 
 

On a family visit I happened to comment 
on your regal bearing.  And Uncle Jess said, 
“Take him, he’s yours, saddle and all.” 
Uncle Jess, the family autocrat, insisted. 
Good breeding (mine) dictated that I not 
look you in the mouth.  Caught flatfooted 
in the adage, all I could do was say thanks, 
and wonder how I got so lucky. 
 

Once you were here, each day revealed 
worse things than wayward teeth. 
You’re an equine misanthrope 
with the disposition of a gum boil.  The once 
I tried to ride, you waited until we reached 
the Pendletons’ pasture in full view 
of their porch party.  You scraped my thigh 
on a fence then pitched me 
in the county’s only patch of poison sumac. 
 

You’ve been a daily blight on my calendar 
since April.  Now here I am, watching 
the vet frown as he cleans his thermometer. 
 

Sun plays the sheen of your flank.  You look 
like a fallen bronze monument.  The doctor 
says your future is unsure. 
There’s not a single reason I should care. 
 

I kneel to rub your blaze, expecting even now 
a recalcitrant snort.  As the long needle pierces 
your rump, I feel no equalizing of scores. 
 

Your eyes on mine, you cozy my hand.  Suddenly 
I hear myself saying, 
“Doc, is there anything else you can do?” 
 

This poem is reprinted with permission from Glenna Holloway 

Over 50 Fellowship Recalls “Radio Daze” Everyone over a certain age (50  
perhaps?) remembers radio programs such as “The Jack Benny Show” and “Fibber McGee and Molly,” to name  
a few.  Come celebrate the Golden Days of Radio on Thursday, September 13, 12:00-2:00 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall.  Cost for lunch and program by Dick Trondsen is $6, payable at the door.  Reserve in the office by noon on Sept. 11! 

S eptember is 
National  

Library Card 
Month, and the 

Grace Church Library is celebrating on 
September 9 with a book and book 
mark give-away.  Please join us in the  
Activity Center and the library. No, you 
do not need a library card to borrow a 
book from our church library; you just 
need to sign and date the card inside the 
book.  (Complete instructions are in the 
library; the library is open during regular 
church hours).   
 

Several new titles were 
recently purchased 
through the generosity of 
the United Methodist 
Women’s reading pro-
gram.  We have added 
new books suitable for 
preschoolers and kinder-
garteners, elementary 
students, middle schoolers, and high 
school students. There are works of fic-

tion, such as Caleb’s 
Wars, the story of an 
African American teen in 
rural Georgia during 
WWII, or Naamah and 
the Ark at Night, a lulla-
by about Noah’s wife on 

the storm-tossed ark. Non-
fiction titles include Bryn 
Barnard’s The Genius of 
Islam: How Muslims Made 
the Modern World, and 
Grand Mosque of Paris: A 

Story of 
How Mus-
lims Rescued Jews During 
the Holocaust.  All of the 
new books are on display 
in the library.  

 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

 

Book Giveaway! 
Join Us in the Activity Center or the 

Grace Library on September 9 

By Angela McCurdy 
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“Be there, be quiet, be real.”  
These are the cornerstone 
principles of new Assistant 
Youth Director John 
Dudich’s approach to minis-
try.  “There are relational 
patterns that work for me,” 
says John.  “First, being phys-
ically present demonstrates 
care; second, being quiet 
enough and listening matters 
to students and demon-
strates balance; third, ‘being 
real’ means that if I am in-
vested well with students, 
then I have earned the 
right to reflect hon-
estly toward 
them.”   
 

Since August 1 of 
this year, John has 
been working en-
thusiastically with 
Youth Director Gaye Lynn 
Loufek to identify strengths, 
visions, long- and short-term 
goals, and how best to work 
together as a team.  For 
now, leadership roles are 
defined with John focusing 
predominantly on junior high 
students and their summer 
mission activities and Gaye 
Lynn leading high school and 
college ministries as well as 
the Side-by-Side trip.  To-
gether, they will share plan-
ning and implementation of 
Wednesday night youth 
group and “Open GYM” 
events (open to all youth of 
the community).  Says Gaye 
Lynn, “Having a strong junior 
high and high school ministry 
will be a blessing, and the 
opportunity to have age and 
gender specific events is ex-
citing.”  
 

“The two of us working to-
gether is exciting, because it 
provides our youth ministry 
with the opportunity to ben-
efit from a team approach 

that is extremely healthy and 
effective,” says John, citing 
the symbiotic pairing of Gaye 
Lynn’s experience, organiza-
tion, visioning, and leader-
ship with his own organiza-
tional skills, theology, and 
skill at music and technology.  
Agrees Gaye Lynn, “John has 
many gifts.  He is organized 
and a ‘plan ahead’ kind of 
guy.  In that regard, we will 
complement each other very 
well.  Undoubtedly, he will 
teach me something new 

daily about technology and 
how to strengthen our min-
istry through the use of so-
cial media.”     

A native of Naperville and 
graduate of Neuqua Valley 
High School, John attended 
Belmont University in Nash-
ville to study music.  In 2009, 
he received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Fuller 
Theological Seminary.  
Married for seven years to 
his high school sweetheart, 
Ashley, John and his wife 
have a daughter, Grace, who 
will be three in December.  
The son of Christian parents, 
John made a faith commit-
ment to Christ when he was 
four years old.  “I have been 
fortunate to preserve that 
commitment my whole life,” 
said the man whose regular 
attendance at youth group at 
Wheatland-Salem UMC and 
leadership roles in worship 
and Bible teaching there 
sparked his calling to profes-
sional ministry and theologi-
cal training. 

Before com-
ing to 
Grace, John 
worked with 
youth in a 
staff role at 
two church-
es, most 
recently 
Good Shep-
herd Luther-
an in Naper-
ville, and has 
much expe-
rience lead-
ing junior 

and sen-
ior 
high 
youth 
in 

worship, missions, re-
treats, music, and volun-

teerism.  “I have always had 
a passion for helping people 
live life with a faith connec-
tion,” says John, whose zeal 
might be explained by the 
influence of others upon 
him.  “I’ve known youth pas-
tors, pastors, construction 
workers, moms, dads, col-
lege students, friends who all 
consistently met me where I 
was in life, entered my 
world, and demonstrated 
the love of Christ to me.  I 
am inspired by a lifetime of 
people investing in me, and 
now is my opportunity to 
return the favor for the 
youth of Grace United 
Methodist Church.”   
 

While he describes his style 
with youth as “kid at heart 
mentor,” the 29-year-old 
husband and father works 
hard to apply the 
“hardworking ethics” of Na-
perville to all areas of his life.  
He is also as comfortable 
outside of hallowed walls as 
within.  One might just as 
easily spot John singing and 

playing guitar at gigs around 
town as leading music in 
church.   
 

In this new team effort in 
our Grace Youth Ministry, 
Gaye Lynn sees her primary 
role as continuing to coordi-
nate a safe, effective, multi-
sensory, and interactive 
youth ministry.  “While co-
ordinating can seem like a 
sterile role,” she says, “I will 
continue to lead with my 
heart when it comes to nur-
turing and loving our youth.”  
John affirms that his main 
role is to be a voice of truth 
in students’ lives, one that 
encourages them to live in 
faith and trust that God gives 
what is good, true, and beau-
tiful.  “My biggest goal for 
the Grace Youth Ministry is 
to develop a ministry that 
effectively engages and 
changes students in ways 
that allow them to experi-
ence the greatness of God in 
their lives.”     
 
 
 
 

New Staff Member John Dudich Gets Real With Youth     By Barb Ceruti 

Assistant Youth Director John Dudich with his 
wife, Ashley, and their daughter, Grace.   

“I	have	always	had	a	passion	for	
helping	people	live	life	with	a	
faith	connection.”	
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By Barb Ceruti 
 

an Cosgrove did 
not realize she 
was being rec-
orded when she 

and Pastor Lisa called 
Pastor Bob from Kenya 
to share with him all 
that the team was ac-
complishing and experi-
encing.  But the joy in 
her voice was unmistak-
able to all who heard 
her message broadcast 
in worship on July 29.   
 

“We are just doing so 
wonderful here in Ken-
ya,” were Jan’s first 
words.  “I can’t even 
begin to tell you the 
absolutely fantastic 
team that we have here.  
Everyone has become 
such really close 
friends.”  The strength 
of the team was echoed 
many times among the 
members, ranging in age 
from 21 to 68, including 
trip leader Cosgrove, 
Pastor Lisa Telomen, 
Jim and Patrice Lia, 
Cathy Connor, Ruth 
Allison, Ruth Dover, 
Bob Elazan, Susan Wit-
tig, Paul Ceruti, Julia 
Sawa, Kathryn Hoffman, 
and Jean Roche. “This 
group had just the right 
personalities,” said Jan.  
“Everyone worked hard 
and did more than they 
had to.  Even with all 
the different ages, eve-
ryone listened to one 

another, generating  
ideas.  You didn’t even 
have to ask; they were 
just there for you.”   
 

The group was even 
more enthusiastic about 
their experiences with 
Kenya and its big-
hearted people, posi-
tively overflowing with 
reports that the trip 
was “life-changing, 
amazing, incredible.”  
Many became emotional 
recounting the 17 days 
they spent in East Afri-
ca.  Blogged 25-year-old 
Julia Sawa on July 25, 
“Already, I am having an 
experience unlike any 
other.”  That same day, 
Cathy Connor wrote:  
“My heart is full of love 
and compassion for 
Kenya.  Every day, I 
look forward to the 
next.”   
 

Landing in Nairobi (via 
Istanbul) on July 20, first 
on the team’s list was 
traveling through the 
slums of Nairobi to visit 
and offer funds and sup-
plies to the Jirani Choir, 
who came to Grace in 
2008 and have since 
expanded considerably.  
“Those children are 
amazing; they had noth-
ing but smiles and hugs 
for us,” said Jan of the 
beautiful songsters who 
live in some of the 
worst poverty on earth.   
 

After a long, bumpy van 
ride, the team arrived in 
Maua, where those on 
our team in the medical 
field assisted patients at 
Maua Methodist Hospi-
tal, others painted and 
slung mud, made pasto-
ral rounds, tutored 
nursing students in pub-
lic speaking—and all 

witnessed the sound of 
a brand new baby com-
ing into the world.  
“That was such a God 
moment,” remarked 
Jan, “one of so many on 
this trip.” 
 

Also in Maua, the team 
built a home for a family 
of AIDS orphans head-
ed by a 17-year-old boy 
named Lord (another 
“God moment”), the 
blessing of which was 
attended by an entire 
village of joyous Ken-
yans.  “Personally, that 
was my most rewarding 
moment,” said Jan.  
“Handing over the keys 
to Lord and seeing that 
we had the means to 
change his life around.”   
 

Through the Zoe Minis-
try (an outreach pro-
gram the team had not 
previously planned to 
work with) and support 
programs at the hospi-
tal, continuous care and 
communal mentoring of 
Lord’s family and other 
AIDS orphans will be 
provided.  “Seeing these 
children empowered by 
this kind of support was 
a highlight for me,” said 
Ruth Allison.   
 

After a productive week 
in Maua, the team trav-
eled to Meru, where 
plans changed again 
when the reading les-
sons 2nd grade teacher 
Julia Sawa had carefully 
planned for primary 
school students were 
waylaid by their exams.  
Not to worry; the cur-
riculum was adjusted 
when the nearby Kaaga 
School for the Deaf 
welcomed our group. 
Julia, who is familiar 
with sign language, led 

the reading of a story to 
hearing impaired chil-
dren.  “You have to 
have a Plan B...C, D, and 
we all adapted so well,” 
said Jan.  Also in Meru, 
the group painted class-
rooms and a colorful 
mural at the Kathithi 
primary school, while 
exuberant students lin-
gered after school to 
dance, play and general-
ly make merry with the 
“Wazungu” (white  
people).  “That was my 
favorite day,” said 21-
year-old Paul Ceruti.  
Toward the end of the 
trip, the group visited 
and sang with children 
at St. Lucy’s School for 
the Blind, an experience 
Pastor Lisa recalls par-
ticularly fondly and one 
that brings tears to Jim 
Lia’s eyes.   
 

In all, our Kenya team 
worked with and/or 
donated to 14 organiza-
tions, offering $6,000 in 
monetary donations and 
an eye-popping amount 
of supplies, thanks to 
the overwhelming sup-
port of our Grace fami-
ly.  To be sure, more 
work needs to be done 

in Kenya, and heart-
breaking sights are still 
commonplace.  But 
those who have been 
there before have seen 
clear improvements.  
Jean Roche, for one, 
was thrilled to learn 
that the water well she 
contributed to outside 
of Kathithi School on 
her first trip to Kenya in 
2005 has helped to vir-
tually eliminate dysen-
tery.  Roads are better, 
technology is more ad-
vanced, many business-
es are upwardly mobile, 
and children who were 
starving and too weak 
to attend school have 
food and clean water.   
 

Grace plans to return 
to Kenya in 2014.  Al-
most all of this year’s 
team said they would go 
back, and some are 
even planning special 
projects and fundraising 
efforts before then.   
“Kenya is a passion for 
us now, not just some-
thing we did,” said Jan, 
who was also there in 
2010.  Added Pastor 
Lisa, “And more people 
have a heart for Kenya 
than they know.”   

Kenya Team Builds Lasting Bonds, Accomplishes Much Through Grace Support  

Julia Sawa shares a story with hearing impaired children. 

The youngest in a family   
of AIDS orphans for whom 
our team built a home. 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Richard Schaffer, brother of Marian Widmoyer 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Paul Grysh, Jr. and Melissa Hunt were married August 3 
Tobias Jason Joo, son of JB and Elizabeth Joo, was born on 
August 8 
Meghan McNally and Jason Bransteter were married on 
August 11 
Nala Renee Ferguson, daughter of Sarah and Eric Ferguson 
and granddaughter of Sharon and Jim Ferguson, was born on 
August 15 
Jorah Ann Holdeman, daughter of Jason and Julie 
Holdeman, granddaughter of Sherrie Holdeman, and great-
granddaughter of Clifford Holdeman, was born on August 15  
Abigail Grace Tarr, daughter of Zachary and Emily Tarr 
and granddaughter of Harlan and Dayna Tarr, was born on 
August 20 
Halle Jane Eden, daughter of Jeff and Janet Eden and grand-
daughter of John and Sarah Reid, was born on August 25 
Holden Joseph Fatig, son of Brent and Brittan Fatig and 
grandson of Chuck and Treva Brashears, was born August 29 
Peggy Shepard celebrated her 92nd birthday on September 
1; please send greetings to 250 Village Dr. #138, Downers 
Grove, IL  60516 
Colin Riley won the Naperville Triathlon for the second 
year in a row on August 5, with a personal record of 56:17 
Glenna Holloway was named the 2012 Illinois State Senior 
Poet Laureate (please see her poem on page 6).  Glenna was 
previously awarded this honor in 2009 and 2010. 

                                   Baptisms 
Nolan Patrick Meurer, son of Brett and Shannon Meurer, 
was baptized on August 12 
Olivia Ann Dunn, daughter of Matthew and Christy Dunn, 
was baptized on August 19 
Zoe Julia McClelland, daughter of Richard and Rebecca 
McClelland, was baptized on August 19 

                 Letters 
Dear Grace Church: 
 

I feel so blessed to have had visits and prayers from Grace Church.  
The strength given to me has helped me to be able to heal enough 
to go back home soon. 
     —Richard Bonham    

Dear Grace Family, 
 

While I did not physically attend the mission to Kenya, my heart 
was with our team the entire time they were there and during the 
many months leading up to the trip.  Many thanks to all who do-
nated supplies, contributed funds to help our team offer $6,000 to 
14 different projects, participated in our “Jambo Kenya Bazaar,” 
and contributed generously to team members’ tuition.  Eternal 
gratitude also to our wonderful Kenya team members, who em-
braced my son as if he were their own.      —Barb Ceruti 

 

        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, please send 
your favorite animal photos to the editor, Barb Ceruti, at  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office 
(photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to 
be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see in the 
wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken by someone you know.  
No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a write-up about the 
photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of where you photographed 
the animal).  Photos will be published in the order received, unless the 
photo applies only to a particular time of year.   

This is Tippy, Stan Welli's very first canine companion.  It 
was taken on his parents' farm in southern Kansas.  Tippy 
was a black dog with a white vest.  The tip of his tail was 
also snow white.  Tippy was loyal, protective and lots of 
fun.  He dearly loved to chase jack rabbits, which were 
plentiful in those days.  As for when the picture was tak-
en, Stan is a bit vague.  All he will say was that it was some 
time in the last century.  

Tippy and Stan 

Thanks to Ruth Ann Johnson! 
Grateful thanks to Ruth Ann Johnson (at 
right in photo) and her dedicated team, who 
have made hundreds of colorful pillow case 
dresses for girls in need.  Thanks to their 
efforts, the Kenya Team was able to take 
over 150 dresses to Africa in July, and if 
they’d had more room, they could have taken well over 
300, as that’s how many were offered for this purpose.  
Other dresses went to the Marcy Center in Chicago, and 
more will go to worthy causes around the world.   

B
LE

SSIN
G

 O
F T

H
E

 A
N

IM
A

LS O
C

T
B

E
R

 6—
SEE B

A
C

K
 C

O
VER

 


