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O n August 8 of 
this year, Colin 

Riley claimed first 
place in the Naper-
ville Triathlon, 
trumping his second 
place win last year 
by 16 seconds with a 
time of 56:37 and 
adding yet another 
prize to his impres-
sive record.  The 
son of Grace Parish 
Nurse Pam Riley, 
Colin first competed 
in the Naperville 
Triathlon between 

his junior and senior year of high school 
at Naperville Central.  “I did it for fun 
while training for cross country and 
track,” said Colin, a recent graduate of 
the University of Dayton who is now 
working on his Master’s degree in Sports 
Nutrition at Florida State University. 

After four years of intense running at 
Central and numerous sports related in-
juries, Colin took up triathlons (which 
involve swimming, cycling and running) in 
hopes of staying active, competitive, and 
unhurt.  “I continued to train and became 
pretty competitive right away,” said 
Colin, 22, whose major successes have 
included USA Triathlon All-American 
status in 2008 and 2009, 11th place over-
all in the 2009 Chicago Triathlon, and 
Illinois representation in the “Best of the 
U.S. Amateur Triathlete Championship,” 
in which he finished 8th overall for an 
Olympic distance in 2009 and 9th in 2008.  
Just one week before this year’s Naper-
ville Triathlon, Colin placed 24th among 
professionals in a Benton Harbor, MI, Half 
Ironman, 9th among amateurs and 3rd in 
his age group.  In May of this year, he was 
a team competition winner at the Ameri-
can Triple-T triathlon, a three-day event 
consisting of four races totaling the dis-
tance of an Ironman.  He is also a mem-

ber of the 2010-2011 PowerBar Team 
Elite, representing and promoting the 
PowerBar name in return for sports  
nutrition products that keep him properly 
fueled. 
 

Colin’s training regimen is year-round, 
approximately 10-20 hours per week, 
with only a short break at season’s end.  
While he has thus far been self-coached, 
Colin is currently looking into getting a 
coach to help him reach his goal of earn-
ing an Elite/Professional card.  He is also 
looking toward his next endeavors, which 
include competing in the USA Triathlon 
Age Group Nationals this month against 
some of the nation’s best triathletes in his 
age group and representing Florida State 
in the Collegiate National Championships 
next April.  He will also enter a number 
of designated races throughout the coun-
try in which he will attempt to earn his 
Elite/Professional status. At the rate he’s 
going, he’s sure to make a successful run 
of it.     

Grace’s Colin Riley Takes First Place in Naperville Triathlon   By Barb Ceruti 
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n just a few weeks a new group of eighth graders will 
begin Confirmation at Grace and become the Class of 
2010-2011.  Candidly speaking, some of them will come 

kicking and screaming, some will come because their parents 
said they have to, and some will come because they are 
genuinely excited and want to be here.  What they don’t 
know is how many opportunities they will have to learn 
more about their faith, our God, and themselves.  They will 
visit other faiths and learn traditions of that faith and, most 
importantly, they will learn a bit more about how to live 
with their neighbors. 
 

Just after Confirmation begins, the anniversary of September 
11 will come.  Many continue to have mixed emotions about 
that date.  Recently I had the bittersweet opportunity to 
attend a funeral.  The funeral was for a 17-year-old boy.   
By all outward appearances, this boy was like any other high 
school teenager; he played football, hung out with his friends, 
was in good academic standing, made good choices, and 
loved his family.  The one thing that set him apart was his 
ability to make a great change in the world all by himself.  
Unfortunately, he didn’t get to see his accomplishment.  You 
see, this young man was Muslim and it wasn’t until his death 
that many who knew him realized what a difference he had 
made.  Yes, his friends knew what a great guy he was and 
had only kind things to say of him and funny stories to tell.  
Many accounts were given about how he put others first, 
especially his mom, and how he had been so inclusive of so 
many, no matter race, faith, or color.  At his funeral, though, 
the true story came out—not in words, but in the most 
amazing of scenes, those guaranteed NOT to appear on the 
news. 
 

It is my understanding that, traditionally, people of non-
Muslim faiths are not invited to attend the funeral prayers.  
However, the family of this young man knew how important 
his friends were to him, and there was an open invitation to 
all to attend.  The only request was that, out of respect for 
the Muslim faith/tradition, all who attended would wear long 
pants and the women would wear a head covering.  The day 
of the funeral was one of the hottest of the summer, but all 
who attended complied with the request.  When we arrived 
at the mosque where the funeral prayers were to be held, a 
decision was made to keep the funeral prayers outside, due 
to the number of people in attendance.  Some women and 
girls were directed to stand on an adjacent hilltop and en-
couraged to observe what would be happening; other 
women and girls were directed to an open area behind  
 
 

where the prayers would be taking place.  The men, how-
ever—all faiths, colors and ethnicities—were invited to cre-
ate shoulder to shoulder lines and join in the funeral prayers.  
The view from high on the hilltop, overlooking the group of 
men comprised of Hindus, Christians, Jews and Muslims, was 
breathtaking.  To look around and realize that Hindu, Chris-
tian, Jewish and Muslim women were standing in long 
dresses or slacks, long sleeves and head coverings in the heat 
of the summer and not complaining, but loving, was heart-
warming.  Though sad in regard to the reason we were all in 
the same place, the picture was full of hope.  The vision was 
a true testament that we truly can do this; we can live in 
peace with one another.  We can share stories about the 
same God, our God and grow in love. 
 

The vision of peace and love continued at the burial in the 
cemetery, also traditionally not attended by people of non-
Muslim faiths.  The men were invited to the gravesite and 
the women were directed to an adjacent area, as it is the 
custom that men bury the body and the angels immediately 
take the soul.  If beautiful women are too near the grave, the 
angels, shy in their demeanor, will not come.  At one point 
those women and girls of other faiths were given permission 
to leave the cemetery, as the heat was almost unbearable 
and they would not be allowed to visit the grave for 24 
hours, though they were assured it would be understood 
and not looked upon as disrespectful. No one moved.  Soon 
after, a change in Muslim tradition ensued, at least for this 
particular day.  The grave had been closed and the men 
moved away, joining their families, and within minutes the 
non-Muslim men, women and youth were invited to come 
close to the grave to pay their respects in the way they 
knew how.  A circle formed and all were on one knee and 
The Lord’s Prayer rang out.  Our Muslim friends stayed and 
observed, silently. 
 

As sad as it was, that day was amazing and one I won’t soon 
forget. The vision that could have minimally been captured in 
an aerial view and even more minimally captured in words 
was a vision of love, and peace.  This young man changed 
people everywhere; even those of us who didn’t have the 
privilege and opportunity to know him well. September 11 
will happen; that is certain.  How we handle the anniversary 
of that day is our choice.  The choice has nothing to do with 
faith tradition, race or ethnicity; it has to do with love and 
hate.  This young man who lost his life too soon knew how 
to love, deeply.  That’s what God intended for all of us: love 
your neighbor as yourself…and as I have loved you.    
 

A New Vision For September 11 and Beyond   
By Gaye Lynn Loufek 
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 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

        

       By John Bodine 
     Church Council Chair 
         

E xcitement is building as we begin a 
new school year and a new season 

of activities at Grace.  Energy in the 
halls of our building is palpable and re-
flected in the flashing eyes and gleaming 
smiles of members and staff. Prepara-
tion for Sunday School has been a focus 
of substantial effort over the summer 
months, and Sunday School teachers 
have already begun gathering for famili-
arization and training. Grace youth and 
adults have worked feverishly over the 
summer to refurbish Room 234…new 
colors, new furniture, a new layout, all 
carefully planned to serve multiple pur-
poses there and elsewhere in Grace. 
Stop by and take a look!   
 

We have managed a smooth financial 
path through the summer months to 
date, with excellent maintenance of 
receipts to match the budget and ex-
penses well below budget.  Nice job to 
staff, committees, and members who 
have sustained their pledges! 
 

An effort will be made this fall to sys-
tematically contact all Grace members 

for input and feedback on what’s work-
ing and what isn’t here at Grace. This 
will also be an opportunity for conver-
sation about what’s happening at Grace 
or in the world and community around 
us.  Are we heading in the right direc-
tion with Family Ministry? Are we 
aligned with the driving concerns of 
members and, equally important, those 
who may not have a church home or 
connection? Give us your thoughts and 
let us know what brings you joy. 
 

Trustees Chair Steve Peters reviewed 
plans for our major capital projects. An 
application for an Illinois EPA grant in 
support of a more environmentally 
friendly parking lot surface at Grace 
was submitted at the end of July. A 
presentation was held in late July on 
this topic and is scheduled again for 
September 26 for all members at 9:30 
and 11:00 a.m. (see box at right).  In the 
meantime, we have short term repairs 
to fill cracks and potholes that can’t 
wait for a major construction project in 
2012. Trustees have approved a $40K 
expenditure in October 2010 to fill 
cracks and potholes in the main and 
lower lots and take care of more  

extensive resurfacing of the upper lot. 
The upper lot is not included in consid-
eration for replacing asphalt in 2012. 
We are also receiving quotes for roof-
ing and HVAC projects that will be 
used to determine ourbest approach 
and timing for replacement. 
 

Remember your name tag!  Reach out 
to someone, say hello, become ac-
quainted. Everyone is welcome here! 
And we make that happen! 

 

Pastor’s Journal          

Summer trips create memories.  Shorter evenings and cooler nights mean fall is here.  The regular order of 
our lives is restored, giving us time to remember. 
 

Visiting our daughter and son-in-law this summer in Portland, Oregon, we had the opportunity to go crab-
bing for Dungeness crab.  We rented a boat and set out to drop the crab pots with marker buoys in a line, 

just like they do on “World’s Deadliest Catch.”  Pulling up each pot, we had to measure each crab to be sure they were 
big enough to take.  We took pleasure in the crab we caught and ate that evening. 
 

Oregon requires a shellfish license to catch crab.  My daughter thoroughly enjoyed the fact that she now has a state-
issued crabbing license.  She says she is going to laminate her “license to crab.” Our son-in-law felt he needed one as 
well—if only in self-defense.  He pointed out that the license must be renewed annually. 
 

Stories define our lives and measure our years.  “Remember the time . . .” begins the best moments of family gatherings at 
Thanksgiving.  Stories give us identity and personality.  They make us unique because no two memories are the same. 
 

Stories of faith and courage give us confidence.  Stories of trust and loyalty give us purpose, as do stories of generosity 
and sacrifice.  Stories that cause us to laugh give us enjoyment. 
 

The stories of the gospels give us the meaning of discipleship.  We learn of prayer and honest confession before God.  
We become free to act with love for others, making a difference where we can, and learning acceptance of things we can-
not change.  We want to worship and feel the warmth of the Spirit of God.  We become generous as followers of Christ. 
 

Stories are powerful.  They are the memories of life and of the good times of summer. 
                 Grace and Peace, 

Come to a Parking Lot  
Project Review! 

Join us for a second offering of the  
discussion/feedback session that was 

held earlier this summer regarding our 
parking lot project. 

Sunday, September 26 
9:30 and 11:00 am at Grace 
Your questions and feedback are  

welcome and encouraged!  For further 
information, read the article on page 7 

in this newsletter, and visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org (click on the 

Stewardship & Finance) tab 
for FAQ’s regarding this project. 

 

7  

 

News deadline for October 
 Grace Notes: Monday, Sept. 27 

Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd.,  
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  

September 2010 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in 
Mission,” our Saturday/Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements”  
on the home page to view or download announcements. 

 

Hunger Donations Due 
September 5! 
Our September food collec-
tion date is Sunday, Septem-
ber 5, benefiting Aurora In-
terfaith Food Pantry.  Critically 
needed are cereal, canned 
fruits and vegetables and baby 
formula as well as non-
perishable food items.  You 
may also drop a monetary 
donation in the ceramic love 
loaf, making checks payable to 
GUMC and noting “love loaf” 
on the memo line. 
 

Over 50 Fellowship  
Over 50 Fellowship begins a 
new season on Thursday, 
September 9, 12:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Our program 
features a representative from 
School District 203, who will 
share with us about the beau-
tiful new Ann Reid Early Child-
hood Center on Naper Blvd.  
It is very important to reserve 
your spot by noon on Tues-
day, September 7, in the 
church office (630-355-1748).  
Cost for lunch and program is 
$5, payable at the door. 
 

New Member Class 
If you would like to join the 
membership of Grace, there is 
a new member class on Sun-
day, September 12, 11:50 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. (including lunch) 
in Fellowship Hall.  Partici-
pants will join Grace Sept.19 
at the service of their choice.   
 

Dinners For 8—Sign Up 
By September 12!  
Couples and singles are wel-
come to join Dinners for 8, a 
great opportunity to meet 
new people from Grace and 
get to know even better those 
people you see on Sunday 
mornings, but with whom 
you’ve never had an in-depth 

conversation.  We meet every 
two months, beginning in Oc-
tober/November and ending in 
April/May.  Members host only 
once per year; at other din-
ners, they bring a salad, appe-
tizer or dessert.  These are 
not staid, benign dinners!  We 
enjoy lots of laughter and 
good-hearted fun.  If you are 
unable to commit to the en-
tire season, we are also in 
need of subs.  To sign up, con-
tact Ann Walczak at 630-357-
7751 or annclassen@ 
wideopenwest.com by Sep-
tember 12.  Please include 
your name, address, phone 
and e-mail address. 
 

Aromatherapy Workshop  
Grace is hosting another aro-
matherapy course over the 
weekend of September 10-
12, offered by The Institute of 
Spiritual Healing and Aro-
matherapy.  This course cov-
ers aspects of the biblically 
based use of healing oils in a 
practice and/or ministry set-
ting.  Contact Pam Riley at 
630-355-1748, ext. 229, or 
pamelariley@gmail.com. 
 

Grace Foundation Looks 
At End-of-Life Decisions 
On Sunday, September 19, 
the Grace Church Foundation 
will host a panel of experts in 
the discussion/Q&A of both 
hospice and palliative care.  
This program begins with 
lunch at 12:00 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Reservations are 
required; please contact Ginny 
Lacy at 630-420-7440 or Bob 
Poland (630-355-1748). 
 

Samaritan Breakfast Fea-
tures Legendary Coach   
Ginny Lacy is sponsoring a 
table at Samaritan Interfaith 
Counseling’s annual “Focus on 

Faith” Breakfast on Tuesday, 
September 21, 7:30 a.m. at 
Meson Sabika.  Featured 
speaker is legendary men’s 
cross country and track coach 
Al Carius, a man of tremen-
dous faith.  Contact Ginny at 
630-420-7440 if you would 
like to join her table. 
 

Human Rights Retreat 
Church Women United invites 
all women to a Human Rights 
Day Celebration and Retreat 
on Friday, September 24, 
9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at nearby 
Knox Presbyterian Church.  
To register, send a $10 check 
payable to CWU to Pat 
Hinterlong, 8S542 River Dr., 
Naperville, IL  60565 by Sep-
tember 20.  Contact Mary 
Eesley (630-369-1310). 
 

UMW Book Group 
All readers are welcome to 
join United Methodist 
Women’s Book Group, meet-
ing on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 25, 12:45 p.m. in the 
home of Traci Limes to dis-
cuss The Sweetness at the Bot-
tom of the Pie, by Alan Bradley.   
 

Harvest Home 2010 
Watch for tickets to go on 
sale soon for this year’s Har-
vest Home Celebration on 
Wednesday, October 13, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  This treasured 
tradition features a potluck 
meal (turkey provided), recog-
nition of our new and 50+-
year members, fellowship, and 
musical entertainment.   

 

COMING SOON! 
Wonderful music from 

Season Three of the  
Grace Concert Series!   

Keep your eye on 
www.peopleofgrace.org/ 

concerts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  YF & Bible Study This MontH 
Fall Youth Fellowship resumes this month on Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the newly renovated Room 
234.  Senior High Bible Study resumes September 15, 
6:00-7:30 p.m.  Come check out our cool “new” space!   

SAVE THE DATE! 
ÂVxÄxuÜtàx à{x fxtáÉÇÊ  

WOMEN’S EVENT  
Wednesday  

  DECEMBER 1 

Did you know...  
Did you know that 
Grace Church has 
11 diverse vocal 
and music groups 
for children, teens 
and adults?  Now is the perfect 
time to join our Music Ministry, 
as we are just beginning a 
brand new season of music at 
Grace. Whether you're an ex-
perienced musician or a novice, 
there is a music group at Grace 
for you!  Contact Dan Wagner 
at 630-355-1748, ext. 232, 
or register online to join our 
various music groups at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.   

28th Annual CROP Walk October 17! 
Join the fight against hunger by walking in the annual Naperville Area CROP 
Walk on Sunday, October 17.  Save the date, and watch for details to come! 
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By John Bodine 
 

Can we improve 
the appearance of 
Grace parking lots, 
do something 
good for the envi-
ronment, and also 
save money?  
Sounds like a tall order, 
but when Trustees 
Chair Steve Peters and 
I walked around the 
cracked, buckled, pot-
holed Grace parking 
areas a some weeks 
ago, we realized the 
need for better alterna-
tives.  Top on the list 
was permeable paving, 
used by the Morton 
Arboretum, the Naper-
ville Park District, and 
several other organiza-
tions in our area.   
 

Permeable Interlocking 
Concrete Pavers 
(PICPs) are environ-
mentally friendly sur-
face materials that have 
evolved rapidly over 
the last decade. These 
surfaces are attractive, 
inexpensive to main-
tain, and they enable 

infiltration of storm 
water.  Furthermore, 
pollutants and toxins 
that are leached from 
asphalt would be elimi-
nated, and flood risks 
could be abated by al-
lowing water to soak 
into the soil instead of 
being piped to the 
flood plain by the 
nearby DuPage River.   
 

Nice idea, but wouldn’t 
the costs of removing 
asphalt to put in a per-
meable surface be pro-
hibitive? Fortunately, 
the importance of re-
placing existing infra-
structure in order to 
clean up environmental 
problems has been rec-
ognized by the EPA.  
Under the auspices of 
the Federal Clean Wa-
ter Act of 1972, Grace 

Church could be eligi-
ble for federal funding 
in the form of a com-
petitive grant that 
would help defray up-
front costs. In the opin-
ion of water quality 
engineer Stephen 
McCracken of the Na-
perville-based Conser-
vation Foundation, we 
are a good candidate 
for such a grant.  Be-
cause of our close 
proximity to the West 
DuPage River, we 
could convey a strong 
message about water 
quality to the Naper-
ville community as well 
as the Northern Illinois 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church. 
 

Grace Trustees  
engaged Tom Price of 
Conservation Design 
Forum in Elmhurst to 
help us put together an 
application for the  
319(h) segment of the 
Clean Water Act, 
which was submitted at 
the end of July.  In addi-
tion, a Parking Lot 

Committee was 
formed to guide the 
thinking and investiga-
tion of options for the 
project, comprised of 
myself, Bill Abe, Pastor 
Bob Atkins, Gary Cree, 
Betty Long, Dennis 

Michaels, Steve Peters, 
and Bob Poland. Grant 
awards are announced 
by the Illinois EPA in 
the first quarter of 
each year; we should 
know in early 2011 if 
our project made the 
grade. 
 

Our project outline, 
which includes the 
lower and main lots 
and connecting drive, 
together with appropri-
ate rain gardens, 
trenching and contin-
gency funds, would 
total $908,400, of 

which $408,800 (plus 
loan costs of about 
$30,000) would be the 
cost to Grace.  If we 
are not awarded a 
grant, we will still need 
to secure funding to 
resurface these parking 

areas with asphalt 
at a cost of about 
$130,000. This 
project, combined 
with anticipated 
capital needs for 
heating/cooling 
replacement as 
well as roof work, 

would require a capital 
campaign of approxi-
mately $1.2M in 2011 
for projects in 2012-
2013.  
 

The July 25 presenta-
tion and discussion of 
our parking lot project 
will be repeated on 
September 26 at 9:30 
and 11:00 a.m. in order 
to garner feedback 
from Grace members 
and to facilitate under-
standing of the pros 
and cons of permeable 
surfaces.  Join us! 
 

September 2010 

T he church library committee has 
been working for many months to 

develop and organize a collection of 
materials to promote and support 
Christian education and religious liter-
acy within our congregation, and to 
find a suitable space within the building 
to serve as a library.  We would love 
the opportunity to show you what we 
have accomplished so far.  For chil-
dren, we have both fiction and non-
fiction books, including some for inde-

pendent reading at various levels.  
Christmas and Easter stories are 
marked to make them easy to find. 
For adults, we have included works of 
fiction as well as non-fiction, including 
information from diverse perspectives 
on theology, other religions, social 
issues, biography, history, and other 
topics of interest.  We also have sev-
eral volumes of reference materials to 
be used within the library.  These in-
clude various commentaries, dictionar-
ies, maps, and other materials that we 
hope will be of use to teachers and 
participants in all the different classes 
and study groups at Grace Church.   
In the future, we would like to add  

access to online resources and link the 
library catalog to our church website.  
We also plan to incorporate Grace’s 
historical archives into the collection. 
I have always loved books and librar-
ies, and I have enjoyed having the op-
portunity to be a part of this process.  
My fellow committee members include 
Marlene Atkins, Treva Brashears, Mar-
garet Harrison, Bill Langham, Ellie 
Lindsay, Mel Storm, Charlie Volz, and 
Harold Workman.   
 

Be sure to stop by Room 223, home to 
our new library, the morning of Septem-
ber 26!   
 

Grace Church Library Opens September 26!      By Angela McCurdy 

Grace Parking Lot Improvements:  Save Money, Look Good, Do Good! 

Grace lower lot looking NE 

Permeable pavers with gravel 
infill 
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Walk With Grace In the Labor Day Parade September 6! 

Our doors are open 
to all children and 
youth for Sunday 
School and Grace 
Programs!  The 
Grace Open Doors 
Ministry is working 
hard to make Grace 
a more accommo-
dating and accepting 
church home for 
those with special 
needs so that every-
one can enjoy and 

participate in GUMC programs.   We 
are specifically focusing on how we 
can better include in our educational 
curriculum, worship programs, and 
other church activities those children 
and youth facing physical, cognitive, 
behavioral or emotional challenges.  
We also ask that you do the following: 
 

Parents:  We recognize that those 

with special needs and their families or 
caretakers are best situated to let us 
know what is needed.  We need to 
hear from you!  If your child has spe-
cial needs, please contact Margaret 
Harrison (Director of Education Min-
istries, ages two years through grade 
5) or Gaye Lynn Loufek (Director of 
Youth Ministries, grades 6 through 12) 
at 630-355-1748.  They will gather 
more information and put appropriate 
accommodations in place.  Information 
will be kept confidential and shared 
only with those who have a need to 
know. 
 

Those Who Want to Help:  Are you 
a special education teacher?  Do you 
have particular expertise in under-
standing or meeting the special needs 
of this population?  God can use you!  
Do you simply want to help in what-
ever way possible?  We can use you, 
too.  Importantly, we welcome anyone 

who feels God’s nudge to participate 
in this initiative.   
 

Teachers:  Please plan on attending a 
special meeting on Saturday, Septem-
ber 25, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Room 231, 
to learn more about the Open Doors 
Ministry.  We want to hear from 
teachers about what assistance and 
resources might be helpful.  We will 
also share ideas from parents and edu-
cators who have experience with spe-
cial needs children and youth. 
 

All Grace Members:  Please keep this 
important initiative in your prayers.  
We are confident that God will open 
doors for all! 
 

If you would like to become involved in 
the Open Doors Ministry, have questions, 
or would like further more information 
about this initiative, please contact Mark 
or Laurel Fleming at 630-983-6624 or 
markwflemi@aol.com.  

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP RESUMES SEPTEMBER 11! 
Saturday Evening Worship will soon be off summer hiatus, resuming again September 11 at 5:30 p.m. in the Activity 

Center.  Following the service, there will be appetizers and conversation regarding Saturday Evening Worship.  Join us, 
and share your ideas and vision for this service.  Saturday Evening Worship is a special experience, featuring: 

CIRCLE OF WORSHIP IN AN INFORMAL SETTING · INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGES FROM PASTOR BOB ATKINS ·  
WORSHIPFUL MUSIC LED BY VICKIE WAGNER · HOLY COMMUNION SERVED EVERY WEEK ·  

HEALING PRAYER ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH  
And Bring your pets October 2 for a special “Blessing of the Animals” service! 

Come be renewed in God’s spirit, grow in faith and meet new friends!  We hope you’ll join us! 

Grace Seeks to Open Doors  By Mark and Laurel Fleming  

Please note:  parade staging/route details and 
times have changed from previously published  
information.  Please read carefully! 
Help share Grace with our city in 
the annual Naperville Jaycees’  
Labor Day Parade on Monday, 
September 6!  The Labor Day  
Parade offers a rare opportunity 
for us to go out in the community 
together and show our fellow citi-
zens who we are, what Grace has 
to offer, and encourage others to 
join our church family.  Sign up in 
the Activity Center on Sunday, Sep-
tember 5, or just come to the 

church on parade day, 8:45 a.m. in 
the lower parking lot.  Join us for 
coffee and donuts and carpooling 
to the parade start point.  If you 
can’t join us at Grace, please ar-
rive at the parade staging area 
(corner of West St. and Hillside, 
near Naperville Central High 
School), at 9:30 a.m. for a 10:00 
a.m. kick-off.  Our number in the 
parade line-up is 40.  Bring your 
wagons, scooters or skateboards, 
and wear your Grace t-shirt or a 
solid colored tee.   
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A s we begin our fall rou-
tines and say goodbye 

to summer, I wonder again, 
how do I do it all during the 
school year?  Many of us 
slow down and relax a bit in 
the summer.  It’s a healthful 
and helpful rhythm of our 
yearly lives!  But as we pick 
up the pace and the prac-
tices of fall again, I challenge 
myself and all of us to the 
challenge Christ gave us:  
“You cannot serve two mas-
ters…you cannot serve God 
and wealth.”   
 

Our purpose, our goal in this 
life and the next, is to love 
God and our neighbor in all 
that we do:  to disciple oth-
ers so that all people know 
that they are God’s children 
and how to live and love as 
Christ did (does) in the 
world, knowing Christ’s 
presence in their hearts and 
lives.  Our purpose is to glo-
rify God and lift up God’s 
love in Christ in all that we 
say and do, so that we and 
others are lifted up by God’s 

Spirit and can become one 
with God, one with each 
other, one in service to all 
the world.  Any job can help 
to build community, if done 
in the Spirit of Christ in or-
der to show his love to oth-
ers.  We can do our tasks 
better when we remember 
our purpose as God’s chil-
dren; we can make better 
choices about our tasks, our 
attitudes, our lifestyle, when 
we remember our purpose.    
 

In his book Enough, Rev. 
Adam Hamilton reminds us 
that how we employ our 
resources (time, gifts, pos-
sessions) is a window to our 
values and our commitment 
to God’s purposes for our 
lives and our world. 
Our checkbooks and our 
calendars say a lot about 
how much time, effort and 
value we give to God’s work 
in the world.  What do 
yours say?  Let us be clear 
that most of God’s work is 
done in the world, not in the 
church.  The church is the 

refueling station and the 
launching pad for much of 
God’s work, but the real 
work zone is on the streets, 
in the neighborhoods, in our 
schools and workplaces.  
How are we discipling oth-
ers, showing them the love 
and compassion of Christ by 
our words at school, at 
work?  With our gifts of 
compassion?  With our time 
offered to listen, and to 
comfort?  How do our ex-
penses reflect our commit-
ment to care for the least, 
the lost, the lonely, the sick, 
the poor?  Those in prison?  
Those are the family Jesus 
claimed—do we care for 
Jesus’ family?   
 

Our giving at church is a 
good beginning toward fulfill-
ing that mission, since much 
of the church budget goes 
toward that end, but it is not 
the only place to care for 
God’s beloved world.  We 
are created in God’s image, 
made for joy in God’s love 
and community in God’s 

world.  Our 
purpose is 
larger than 
our self—it 
is found in 
becoming 
part of God’s purpose. Any-
thing less than living that 
purpose does not satisfy and 
shortchanges us and the 
world. 
 

Check out your life this fall – 
keep the things that fit with 
your purpose, and discard 
the rest.  Focus on God’s 
purpose for your life, and 
make adjustments in how 
you spend your time, your 
money and your gifts, so that 
you are more congruent and 
less distracted in your living.  
Make every moment an op-
portunity to show God’s 
love through all that you say 
and do, all that you give and 
spend.  And recover your 
joy in time spent with God 
and neighbor. 
 

In Christ’s service with you, 
 

M en in our society 
are often ex-

pected to accomplish it 
all, provide for all, bear 
any amount of strain, 
completely on their 
own.  But God calls us 
to depend upon His 
guidance and interces-
sion in our lives. Prayer 
Time for Men at Grace, 
7:00-9:00 p.m. on Sun-
day evenings in the 
Chapel, allows men to 
break away from the 
demands of life, clear 
their minds to focus on 
prayer, meditate and 
experience God at a 
higher level.  This infor-

mal, non-intimidating prayer time (only 0.6% of your total 

week!) includes a brief time of sharing joys and concerns, a 
scripture/devotional reading, and petitioning of God’s hand 
in the concerns of the family, church, community, nation, 
world, and our personal lives.  Our prayer setting follows 
this basic format: 
 

• Welcome and Time for Sharing 
• Candle Lighting 
• Prayer Bowl Pick for Intercessory Prayers (family, church, 

community, nation, world, guidance, affliction, work, etc.) 
• Listening Time 
• Prayer Time (personal or other intercessory needs) 
• Closing:  The Lord’s Prayer 
 

There is also an optional invitation to prayer by laying on of 
hands at kneelers or silent prayer and meditation in the 
Chapel or Sanctuary until 9:00 p.m.  Prayer Time for Men is 
very flexible; weekly attendance is encouraged, but we un-
derstand this may not be possible and invite all men to at-
tend as they can.  Resource material on prayer is available 
outside the Chapel.  Contact Charlie Volz at 815-609-2567 
with questions or for further information.  

Linking Up to Grace                By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Joe Bentz, husband of the late Peggy Bentz 
Katherine Finkbeiner 
John Halpin, friend of George Valesh 
Jim McCollum, uncle of Kathy Sakats 
Rev. Fred J. McComb, father of Brian McComb 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Sophia Maines & David Klepper were married August 7 
Bill and Joan Cole recently celebrated 50 years of marriage 
Colin Riley placed first in the Naperville Triathlon on August 
8, with a time of 56:37 (see back cover) 
Andre Clarke Buchenot was recently award a PhD in English 
from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and has accepted 
an associate professor position at the University of Indiana-
Purdue University Indianapolis 
Peggy Shepard celebrated her 90th birthday on September 1; 
please send greetings to 250 Village Dr. #138, Downers Grove, 
IL  60516 
Clifford Harris celebrates his 91st birthday on September 13; 
please send greetings to 12450 Regency Parkway, Apt. 252, 
Huntley, IL  60142 

                               Baptisms 
Garrett Edward, son of Brent and Brittan Fatig, was baptized 
on August 8 
Emma Marie Vocht, daughter of David Vocht and Alexandra 
Ayers, was baptized on August 15 
Avery Jane, daughter of Dan and Sarah Nowak, was baptized 
on August 22 
Ashley Lillian, daughter of Nathan and Tricia Van Horn, was 
baptized on August 22 
Morgan Avery, daughter or Jeremy and Emily Bell, was bap-
tized on August 29 

                             Letters 
Dear Grace Church Members, 
 

The Arends family wants to thank you for the continuing prayers for 
Coleson.  He is progressing forward and we are so looking forward to 
December 2011, the healing time for him.  He has done okay with 
the treatments for his leukemia (ALL).  He has had some very sick 
times, but through it all at five years old, he is tolerating treatment 
and the medicine he takes daily is getting him to move forward.  
Keep the prayers and caring and concerns coming so we can move 
on to 2011.  Thank you from Grandma Jolene, Grandpa Ken, Shari 
and Coleson’s family. 
 

Editor’s Note:  On Sunday, September 5, Buffalo Wild Wings in Woodridge (6450 
State Rt. 53) will donate 20% of dine-in or carry-out purchases to the Coleson 
Arends Benefit Fundraiser.  Certificates (required at restaurant) can be found in 
the information racks near the church office. 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet, a friend’s or family member’s (no internet downloads 
or “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to  
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb (originals will be returned upon request).  Please 
include your name, the animal’s name, and anything you’d like us 
to know about the animal or photo.   

This is Guinness, a 14-year-old Welsh Terrier whose imperi-
ous nature is well captured in this photo, according to his 
owners, Julie and Ed McCutcheon.  Indeed, this “wise old 
boy” looks very comfortable and sure of his position in life! 

CAFÉ 234 HAS A NEW LOOK! 
Thank you to all who have so graciously contributed to the 
renovation of Café 234.  The renovations have been made  
possible through donations of time and labor 
by many adults and youth as well as gracious 
monetary contributions by the Grace 
Church Foundation, memorial funds, individ-
ual contributors, and many anonymous do-
nors.  The fruits of your generosity will be 
appreciated by our youth and all who utilize 
this space for many years to come.    

 Blessing of the Animals October 2 
Bring your pets to our Saturday Evening Worship, 5:30 
p.m., on October 2 for a “Blessing of the Animals” ser-
vice in celebration of the joy of our relationships with 
God’s creatures.  Bring your dog, cat, or other pet(s).  
Weather depending, this service will 
occur either in the Activity Center 
or outdoors.  Please make sure all 
pets are leashed or caged, and please 
refrain from bringing aggressive or 
overly timid or easily frightened pets. 

Guinness 

 
 

This letter was copied from a Mars Hill, NC, newspaper. Its 
writer is a North Carolina homeowner whose house was one  
of many our Side-by-Side team worked on this past June.   


