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2nd Grace Concert Season Opens  
with Viola/Piano Recital 
 
 

Virtuoso Viola:  
Primrose and Forbes Transcriptions 
 

Saturday, September 26, 7:30 p.m. 
in the Grace Sanctuary 
“Music Close Enough to Touch!” 
 

Don’t miss Advent Chamber Orchestra musicians 
ELIAS GOLDSTEIN AND MATTHEW 
GANONG together in the inaugural performance of 
the Recital Series, new this year to the Grace Con-
cert Series.  On viola, Goldstein is full of life and art-
istry, while Ganong’s mastery of the piano is nothing 
short of amazing.  Even the casual classical music fan 
will love this!  All Recital Series events are on a free-will 
basis; your donations are gratefully accepted.  Contact 
Dan Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 232. 

Take the Bishop’s Bus Tour! 
October 9-11, 2009 
Join Bishop Jung and other members of the Northern Illi-
nois Conference on a bus tour October 9-11of our key 
mission sites—see first-hand the vitality of our connection 
and the ways God is working through us!    
 

Tour sites include Aurora Shalom Ministries, Rockford Ur-
ban Ministries, and Rosecrance sites, where there is a his-
tory of mission work.  Hilltop Ministries in Machesney Park 
is a new church plant, and new ministries in the LETS Clus-
ter DeKalb District and the developing faith community at 
Cortland will be shared.  We’ll also see and hear how the 
Harvest 2020 movement is creating new mission sites in the 
South Loop and the Chicago southern district. 
 

Cost is $135 per person 
(double occupancy); $175 
(single) or $75 without hotel 
accommodations.  Accommo-
dations and tour headquarters 

are at the Holiday Inn Select in  
Naperville (1801 Naper Blvd.).  Check in by 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, October 9.  Tour concludes by 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
October 11.  Register with Harriet McCabe at 630-355-
4617 or harrietmccabe@earthlink.net.  Space is limited—
register today!   

Address Service Requested 
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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

Go Green!  E-mail gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org if you’re willing to access Grace Notes online only. 

By Harold Workman 
 

Our trip to Russia July 24-
August 8 was extremely re-
warding.  We learned a 
great deal about life in Rus-
sia and the impact of the 
Russian United Methodist 
Church in that country. Our 
trip consisted of two parts.  
First, we visited Troitsk to 
see old friends and observe 
how things have changed 
since Grace’s trip to Troitsk 
in 1992.  We were im-
pressed with the changes 
that have taken place.  The 
main roads are now wide 
and newly paved.  The city 
has a sports gym that in-
cludes a 966-seat indoor 
football (soccer) arena.  
There is also a music college 
and a children’s science mu-
seum.  We saw new housing 
construction, both high-rise 
flats and countryside homes, 
and the city celebrated its 
30-year anniversary by im-
proving its downtown land-
scaping. 
 

For the second part of our 
trip, we attended a summer 
church camp sponsored by 
the Hope and Transfigura-

tion United Methodist 
Churches in Volgograd.    
The trip to the church camp 
was spent loading over 40 
people, luggage, and food 
supplies into four vans.  The 
camp was somewhat primi-
tive, consisting of rooms 
with bunk beds, toilets and 
showers that didn’t always 
have water (there was never 
any hot water!), a kitchen 
with wood burning stoves, 
and a pavilion-type eating 
area.  However, we had 
many exciting experiences 
here.  One highlight of the 
camp was a full immersion 
adult baptism in the nearby 
river.  Unlike mainline Prot-
estant churches in the U.S., 
most Protestant churches in 
Russia baptize adults. 
 

We spent our first full day  
in Volgograd touring the 
city.  We were awed by the 
marvelous Mother Russia 
statue and other dedications 

to the horrific Stalingrad 
battle of World War II.  The 
following day, Sunday, we 
attended a combined service 
of the two churches.  At this 
service, held at Hope, we 
presented our gifts to the 
Hope congregation, which 
included a communion chal-
ice, paten, collection plate, 
and altar cloths.  The people 
of Hope were thrilled to 
receive these items, and the 
service ended with mutual 
hugs for everyone. 
 

Transfiguration Church was 
the first United Methodist 
church in Volgograd.  It was 
established about 10 years 
ago by Rev. Valerie Patke-
vich, who guided Hope 
Church’s pastor, Vladimir 
Ilyukhin, into ministry.  
Pastor Ilyukhin is currently 
still attending seminary, 
heading for ordination.   
 

Methodists and other Prot-
estants are a small speck on 

the Russian landscape. Hope 
and Transfiguration are the 
only Methodist churches in 
Volgograd, a city of more 
than a million people.  There 
are about 40 Protestant 
churches in Volgograd, with 
a total membership of about 
4,000.  In all of Russia and 
former Soviet countries, 
there are about 100 United 
Methodist churches.   
 

The task of spreading the 
Gospel to others is daunt-
ing, as the number of non-
believers is large because of 
the Soviet history of con-
demning religion.  Inviting a 
person to church is no easy  
matter for our Russian 
friends, as non-Orthodox 
churches are usually consid-
ered “cults.” One Hope 
member said that when she  
decided to come to church, 
she left the church address  
 

Continued on page 3... 
 

People of Grace and Hope:  The Russian Mission Trip 

A Russian adult is blessed after 
being baptized in a river near  
the mission camp. 
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Pastor’s Journal  
 

Home is Where the Start Is 
 

Grace is a healthy, growing church.  Our commitment to revitalized ministry with families is  
already bearing fruit in the lives of our children.  Our children's choir programs are growing, and 
those children will bless Grace worship.  
 

I am excited that Grace will continue its focus on children, youth and families this fall with a Visionary Parenting program.  
We will invite parents to join small Visionary Parenting groups for six sessions.  There will be a video presentation and 
time to discuss the task of creating a family that honors God, self and others.  There will also be time to discuss the is-
sues of parenting and offer support for others.  As a church family, we will stand by our parents doing the most impor-
tant work of our world—creating a home that nurtures children. 
 

If you have children at home, please consider participating in one of these groups.  We also need families who will host a 
small group.  Hosting will mean inviting your group to your home six times between this fall and March 6, when the multi-
church Visionary Parenting seminar will take place.   
 

This summer, we helped start a church in Volgograd, Russia, and create a new children's ministry there.  On the last Sun-
day of September, we will be introduced to the possibility of a new church start in the South Loop neighborhood of  
Chicago.  Great ministries are happening this fall!  Come be a part.  Learn God’s plan for you to live with joy. 
 

       Grace and Peace, 
 

September 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

W e begin our active 
2009-10 church 

season with great spirit and energy and 
a full slate of projects, events and activi-
ties shaping up for the year. We con-
tinue our emphasis on Family Ministry, 
which will be highlighted with a series 
of small group workshops on 
“Visionary Parenting.”  You’ll be hear-
ing more about this as we establish 
small groups working together to de-
velop deeper understanding of spiritual-
ity for the whole family at home and at 
church. 
 

Church Council has continued to moni-
tor economic conditions and implica-
tions for Grace.  At our most recent 
meeting, it was determined that a spe-

cial sub-committee would be needed to 
consider budget requirements for 2010. 
This sub-committee will be made up of 
Church Council members and several 
lay leaders.  
 

To date, we have been running slightly 
under budget in 2009, with a significant 
dip in receipts occurring over June and 
July.  Although receipts have improved 
in August, we expect to be running 
very close to budget at year’s end. The 
economy is showing signs of turning 
around, with some improvements in 
the stock market; however, the market 
is a leading indicator, and there are still 
job losses and businesses and families 
struggling to make ends meet. Recov-
ery will take some time; thus, we will 
need to take a very conservative ap-
proach to planning, with contingencies 
prepared for 2010. 

Expenses have been monitored closely 
through the year, and they have re-
mained below budget. Both the newly 
forming sub-committee and Steward-
ship and Finance Committee will work 
to keep spending in line. You can also 
help by keeping up to date on your 
2009 pledge, accelerating your giving 
or, if possible, supplementing your 
pledge amount to help us make up for 
gaps. We will keep you informed of 
how we are doing as we move through 
the remainder of the year. 
 

Stay positive, engage the issues that are 
your passion, act to make things hap-
pen!  Each and every one of us can 
make a difference, and together we are 
a movement.  Say “Hi” to someone you 
don’t know this week and remember 
your nametag! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

Pastor Bob’s Sermon Series:  “Learning to Live with Joy” 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice...And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 

“Learning to Live with Joy,” our 8-week sermon message series based on Biblical teachings in the book of Philippians, begins Septem-
ber 12-13.  We will take a serious look at how to live with joy, “rejoicing in the Lord” through the complexities of life.  While we have no 
control over many things that happen to us and around us, we can choose to live with confidence, joy and freedom.  Join us in worship 
as we examine the gift of joy, becoming resilient people in the process and growing in faith!  Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings 
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The deadline for October 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, September 28 
 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 

United Methodist Church.   
Submit news to  

Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
or phone 630-355-1748, x. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

September  2009 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Last Europe Trip 
Orientation!  One year from 
now, members of Grace will 
travel to several countries in 
Europe, taking in the wonders 
of the Alps and the Oberam-
mergau Passion Play!  Come 
to our last orientation meet-
ing on Sunday, September 
20, 11:00 a.m. in Room 250.  
We’d love to have you!   

“Five Wishes” Program  
Looks at End of Life  
Issues...What Do You Want 
Your Loved Ones to Know? 
On Sunday, September 20,  
12:00 p.m., the Grace Church 
Foundation will host a lunch-
eon and informational pro-
gram entitled “Five Wishes,” 
presented by Grace Parish 
Nurse Pam Riley and others 
who will share their life ex-
periences.  Five Wishes is a 
document that will help family 
members talk to each other 
about end of life issues in a 
way that goes beyond con-
crete medical concerns to 
human concerns.  For more 

information, contact Ginny 
Lacy at 630-420-7440.   
 

Kenya Mission Update:   
If God is calling you to Kenya, 
applications and deposits are 
due Sunday, September 13.  
We will be in mission in 
Kenya January 28-February 
12, 2010.  Our first orienta-
tion meeting will be held Sun-
day, September 20, 7:00 
p.m. at Grace.  Please contact 
Julie Utter (630-922-4157) or 
Annette Swanson (630-420-
9638) if you would like fur-
ther information. 
 

Faith & Practice Dialogue 
Community UMC will offer a 
prayerful study dialogue of 
Faith and Practice, looking at 
six sessions of witness:  the 
natural world; the nurturing 
world; and the social, political, 
economic and world commu-
nities.  Wednesday sessions at 
noon are Sept. 9-23 and Oct 
14-28; Thursday 7:00 p.m. 
sessions are Sept. 10-24 and 
Oct. 15-29.  Contact Pastor 
Lisa Telomen (630-355-1748). 

Receptionist Needed 
A volunteer receptionist is 
needed in the church office on 
Thursday mornings, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m.  Training will be 
provided; no computer work 
required.  Contact Joan 
Meador at 630-898-0375. 
 
 

SAVE THESE DATES! 
Wed., Oct. 14  

Harvest Home Celebration 
Wed., Dec. 2 

“Celebrate the Season” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

T his year 25 different Naperville churches 
and organizations will be walking in the 

Crop (Communities Responding to Over-
come Poverty) Walk on Sunday, October 
18. This will be the 27th Annual Naperville 
Crop Walk.  Over the previous 26 walks, a 
total of $9,641,639 has been raised.  The goal 
for this year is that the walk will raise enough 

money to exceed the million dollar mark!  Grace’s personal 
goal is to raise $7,000.  We can do it!  You can help! 
 

CROP Walk earnings go to Loaves and Fishes food pantry 
here in Naperville, which has had a 55% increase in the num-
ber of families served in its last financial year. This resulted in 
over 1,750,00 pounds of groceries distributed to over 2,171 
different households.  Northern Illinois Food Bank also bene-
fits from the CROP Walk, distributing over 22.5 million 

pounds of food to 520 food pantries in 13 Northern Illinois 
Counties. The third recipient is Church World Service, which 
gives a hand up, not a hand-out, responding to disasters, re-
settling refugees, promoting fair national and international 
policies, and providing educational resources.  
 

You can participate in the CROP Walk this year by being a 
walker or sponsoring one.  Be sure to visit the Activity Cen-
ter on Sundays; a representative of the Hunger Committee 
will be there to sign up walkers and hand out sponsors 
sheets.  There will also be walkers looking for sponsors each 
Sunday.  Please be supportive of them!  Adults, teens and chil-
dren are welcome and encouraged to participate in this very 
important effort to alleviate the hunger that permeates every 
corner of the world.  Let’s go for the million!  For further 
information regarding the CROP Walk, please contact Cath-
erine Page at 630-420-8239 or cpage46@yahoo.com. 

Let’s Help the CROP Walk Raise Its Millionth Dollar This Year!  By Catherine Page 

IL Supreme Court  
Justice & Former  

Chicago Bear 
Comes to Grace ! 

On Friday, October 23, 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship of 
Christian Men will welcome 
Illinois Supreme Court Jus-
tice Bob Thomas, who 
was also a top-scoring Chi-
cago Bear for 10 years.  This 
will be a fabulous evening 
open to men AND women 
(no children under 18, please).  
Cost of $10 per person in-
cludes dinner and Mr. Tho-
mas’ program on “God and 
Country,” followed by Q&A.  
Sign up in the Activity Cen-
ter on Sundays, Sept. 27, 
October 4,11,18.  Contact 
Bob Pacanowski for more 
information (630-983-6031) 
or BobFOD@aol.com. 

New Member Class September 13! 
10:50 a.m.-2:00 p.m., lunch included.  Contact 
Rev. Carol Madalin at 630-355-1748, ext. 246. 
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G race member Nancy Wiskari re-
calls as a young girl watching a TV 

documentary on autism, a medical diag-
nosis which, at the time, claimed none 
of the intense focus and publication 
that it does today.  Nonetheless, Nancy 
credits that exposure with igniting a  
life-long interest in the condition char-
acterized by impaired social interaction 
and communication and restricted ac-
tivities and interests.  In fact, she 
earned a degree in psychology with a 
specialization in autism. 
 

To those without faith, it may seem a 
sad irony that Nancy noticed the tell-
tale signs of autism in her fifth child, 
Carson.  But to those who have experi-
enced the power of God, this was none 
other than God’s preparing a very spe-
cial home for a very special boy.  Origi-
nally seeking Nancy’s input on Grace’s 
Special Needs Ministry initiative, I re-
cently spoke with her about ways to 
make the church more accommodating 
to those with special needs.  My en-
counter, however, left me with much 
more to share.  I do so with Nancy’s 
permission and encouragement. 
 

You may have seen Nancy and one or 
more of her and husband Kevin’s six 
beautiful children.  They’re hard to 
miss, with their sparkling smiles and 
long locks of wavy hair that, hands 
down, would put any Pantene model  
to shame.  You may have seen Carson, 
too.  At the age of eight, Carson finds 
little use for language except as a last 
resort to vent his frustration.  He is 
seemingly self-absorbed in his world, 
and, with the exception of the com-
puter, does not participate well in class 

activities or social interactions.  Carson 
is impulsive and prone to bolting away, 
so Nancy and Kevin often put him in a 
harness when in public—a necessary 
action to keep him safe, but one which 
has generated many disapproving 
stares. 
 

Noting that autism manifests itself in a 
wide spectrum of behaviors and that 
each child has 
different needs, Nancy 
outlined for me some 
of the specific church 
accommodations that 
might help Carson:  
one-on-one assistance 
from a committed 
individual, a computer to play Veggie 
Tales, and a self-contained classroom.  
While respite care is not feasible for 
Carson, Nancy noted that, for others 
with special needs children, even a few 
hours of respite care can be very heal-
ing.  On a more personal level, she em-
phasized the need for a faith family to 
show compassion without judgment to 
those with special needs and their fami-
lies.   
 

“Overall, Grace members have been 
very compassionate, although I do get 
confused looks.  I wish people would 
just ask me about Carson.  It would be 
helpful if Grace members were more 
aware of why, for example, I need to 
harness Carson.  And sometimes it’s 
hard for others to understand that 
Carson wants them to say ‘hello,’ even 
though his response might indicate oth-
erwise.  But they should keep saying 
‘hello’ anyway.”     
  

At this point, I asked Nancy how her 
faith has been affected through parent-
ing Carson.  And it was at this point 
that her witness took the interview to 
a whole new level, and I knew that oth-
ers needed to hear it, too.  I asked her 
if she ever asked God, “Why me?”  Her 
emphatic response:  “Absolutely not.  
Actually, I feel blessed because my son 

is autistic.  He’s amazing.  He is 
pure at heart.  He doesn’t 
hate.  He doesn’t manipulate.  
He’s the closest person to 
God that I know.  And I feel 
close to God when I’m with 
him.  God gave him to me, 
and I want to share him with 

others so they, too, can experience this 
closeness to God.”  Nancy added that 
the focus of our society is to help those 
who are physically, emotionally, men-
tally and behaviorally challenged 
“function in our world.”  Equally impor-
tant, however, is “getting into their 
world.”  In doing so, we draw closer to 
God. 
 

I left our conversation with a new per-
spective on Grace’s Special Needs Min-
istry initiative.  While our focus up to 
this point has been on how we can help 
our special needs population fit into 
our classrooms and activities, we can-
not lose sight of celebrating and reach-
ing out to every individual just as they 
are, a reflection of God’s love and 
grace. 
 

To learn more about the Special Needs 
Ministry at Grace, please contact Rev. 
Carol Madalin at 630-355-1748, ext. 246, 
or gumcsmallgroups@peopleofgrace.org.   

Closer to God By Laurel Fleming 

“We cannot lose sight 
of celebrating and 
reaching out to every 
individual just as they 
are, a reflection of 
God’s love and grace.” 

The Music:  Music helps us to draw closer to God.  I feel privileged 
and blessed to plan and lead the musical aspects of this service. 
 

Holy Communion:  We share in this sacrament every week. 
 

Prayer:  Every week, of course, but there is a special time on the 
first Saturday of each month for prayer with anointing oils for those 
going through particular struggles or in need of healing. 

Circle of Worship:  This format brings us together, the Holy Spirit 
forming us into a family. 
 

Casual Environment:  This allows us to meet new friends in a 
relaxed, informal atmosphere. 
 

A Perfect Benediction: A time to let go of the stress and burdens 
we carry, to be renewed in Christ and follow Him into a new week. 

Let Me Count the Ways… From Vickie Wagner, Saturday Evening Worship Leader  

There are many reasons I love Saturday evening worship at 5:30 p.m. in the Activity Center.  Whether you need an alternative to Sunday 
morning worship or just want to end your week feeling spiritually refreshed, please come be a part of our circle.  I know you’ll be blessed! 
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E very month, Church 
Council Chairman John 
Bodine writes his 

“Church Council Update” for 
this newsletter (at left), filling 
us in on not only the activi-
ties and focus of the Council, 
but the church as a whole.  
He also leaves us with some 
encouraging words at the end 
of each letter—”stay positive, 
engage...act to make things 
happen!”  And no one re-
minds us to wear our name-
tags as fervently as John! 
 

Sparked by his service as 
Chair of the Grace Building 
Committee in 2003, John’s 
involvement with Church 
Council is an opportunity to 
return some of the benefit he 
has received from Grace.   
“I thought it would be inter-
esting to understand how 
business skills learned in the 
marketplace could be put to 
use for Grace,” said John, 
who has served as Church 

Council Chair for the past 
three and a half years. 
 

As defined by the Guidelines 
series of the Book of Disci-
pline of the United Methodist 
Church, Church Council 
leadership is the “big picture 
work that assesses critically 
where your congregation is 
at the present moment, 
where God is calling it to be 
in the future, and what re-
sources will be required to 
move from your current real-
ity into the desired future.”   
According to John, it is also 
the promotion of healthy 
outreach and engagement of 
church members and the sur-
rounding community.   
 

“Times of change and transi-
tion are often uncomfortable 
and put us ill-at-ease, while at 
the same time stimulating us 
and offering opportunities,” 
notes John.  “Focusing on the 
latter while being sensitive to 
the former is what I’ve found 
to be most fruitful here at 
Grace, just as it is in busi-

ness.”  Church Council is 
comprised of the chairper-
sons of the major administra-
tive committees of the 
church and the NOW 
(Nurture, Outreach, Wit-
ness) Council Chair.  Current 
Church Council members 
include John Bodine (Chair), 
Bill Abe, Jane Abe, Pastor 
Bob Atkins, Tom Blair, Sandy 
Bray, Ginny Lacy, Bob Long, 
Rick Loufek, Karen Olson, 
Bob Pacanowski, Steve Pe-
ters, Bob Plummer (NOW 
Chair), Pastor Lisa Telomen, 
Mike Walczak, Judy Wehrli.   
 

Major initiatives of the Grace 
Church Council over the 
past year have included ef-
forts to reverse the trend of 
our declining membership  
(a challenge faced by many 
mainline churches), increase 
programs for and focus on 
families ministries, and con-
tinue careful monitoring and 
tracking of our expenses and 
receipts in this climate of 
economic uncertainty.   
 

“Church Council is where 
things come together and 
where the long view for 
Grace can be seen, under-
stood and mapped out, “ ex-
plains John.  The Council en-
thusiastically welcomes the 
questions, comments and 
active involvement of our 
congregation.  Notes John, 
“I’ve found our members to 
be caring, quick to ‘be there’ 
when push comes to shove, 
and very willing partners in 
addressing issues when they 
are kept properly informed.  
It’s been an instructive and 
gratifying term and a pleasure 
to serve!” 
 

Let your voice be 
heard!  Visit 
Church Council’s 
“Listening Posts” 
outside the Activity Center 
on certain Sundays.  Church 
Council members are there 
to hear your thoughts, sug-
gestions, and answer any 
questions you may have. 

      The Grace Church Council  

“Russian Mission” continued 
from page 1… 
with friends in case she didn’t 
return.    
 

Despite this climate, how-
ever, the members of both 
Hope and Transfiguration are 
extremely committed to 
spreading the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. These faithful 
Christians know that their 
actions are an important tool, 
for others notice that they 
act differently from the typi-
cal person on the street.  
This provides an opportunity 
for them to explain how their 
lives have changed since 
meeting Christ.   
 

Our Grace Church contin-
gent led religion discussion 

groups each day.  One of our 
discussions focused on 
prayer as a primary connec-
tion to God.  We talked 
about our desire to pray in-
cessantly in all we do and 
how and when to pray.  Our 
groups also discussed specific 
scripture passages that were 
of interest to the campers.  
And, of course, we discussed 
church life here in the United 
States.  Margaret Harrison 
and LuRay Workman worked 
with the Russian children, 
using stories, crafts, and 
games to show how they can 
share the love of Christ with 
others.  Despite the weight 
of our discussions and the 
significance of our mission in 
Volgograd, we made sure to 

participate in group games 
and activities after dinner 
that left everyone laughing. 
 

The 2009 Grace Russian Ini-
tiative Team included Marga-
ret Harrison, David and Julie 
Kronbach, Rev. Lisa Telomen, 
Ron and Ruth Wills, and Har-
old and LuRay Workman.    
 

Watch “Scenes of 
Hope” on our website! 
For a first-hand look at Grace’s 
mission to Russia, watch a video 
prepared by Harold Workman 
entitled “Scenes of Hope -
Volgograd, Russia” on the home 
page of our church website at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click 
the arrow in the center of the 
frame to begin the video.   

Parent’s Day Out Parent’s Day Out   
Celebrates New  

Staff Assignments 
 

Parent’s Day Out, a Grace 
child care program, con-
gratulates PENNIE SAWA 
on her new position as PDO  
Assistant Director.  Pennie 
was formerly a teacher of 3-
year-olds in the PDO pro-
gram for 12 years.  
MELANIE DAVIS, former 
PDO Assistant Director for 
14 years, is excited about 
returning to teaching at PDO 
this year.  Thank you to Pen-
nie and Melanie for their 
many years of dedication 
and fine service.  
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Linking Up to Grace    By Pastor Lisa Telomen  
What an incredible time sharing faith 
with our new brothers and sisters in 
Volgograd, Russia!  With several inter-
preters, we had a wonderful retreat 
with these friends, talking about how 
we live our faith in our families, how 
we share it with friends at work, what 
we enjoy doing at church, how we 
pray.  We connected on such a deep 
level, despite our language differences!  
As our team begins sharing pictures 
and stories with you, I encourage you 
to attend our talks and ask questions.  
Ask yourself, “where is my group with 
whom I share these questions and 
learning in faith?” 
 

We are resuming our Sunday School 
classes for children, youth and adults 
as well as several study books and 
groups.  Weekday Sisters and Disciple 

classes and some of our “Unbinding” 
groups are restarting too. We are 
looking for YOU and the stories of 
faith you can share with us to help us 
grow closer to God and each other! 
 

The first book our Monday afternoon 
Sisters study will discuss together is 
Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by 
Hope, by Sr. Joan Chittister.  This 
wonderful book examines where God, 
growth and hope are in our life strug-
gles.  All women are welcome to join 
this study on Mondays, 1:00-2:15pm, 
beginning Sept. 21.  Many people of 
Grace have been scarred by struggles, 
and yet we have hope and love to 
share through these struggles.  Our 
friends in Russia shared many stories 
of life struggles, job loss, homeless-
ness, family and friends who disowned 

them when they be-
come Christians. It is 
not easy to be a per-
son of faith in an in-
creasingly secular 
world, nor in the face of huge life 
losses.  But we are not meant to be 
Christians alone! Jesus makes us family 
with each other and entrusts our care 
to one another.  Who is helping to 
share your burdens?  Come to one of 
our prayer, support or study groups, 
our choirs, Sunday school classes, 
youth activities, and find friends and 
family who will stand by you, give you 
a shoulder to lean on, and hope for 
the future!  There IS a place at Grace 
for you!  See you soon! 
 

 In Christ’s love, 

T he annual confer-
ence of  The 

Hymn Society in the 
United States and Can-
ada was held this year 
at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minnesota.  
This is always a won-
derful time for me of 
worship, study, renewal, 
and seeing friends again 
who share my love of 
hymnody.  I attended 
two sessions that may 
be of interest to you as 
United Methodists in 
global mission. 
 

The first was a presen-
tation of a new United 
Methodist Hymnal enti-
tled Millevoix Pour 
Chanter Tes Louanges/O 
For a Thousand Tongues 
to Sing.  This is the first 
hymnal/worship book 
for the Cameroon Mis-
sion in Yaounde, Cam-
eroon.  Cameroon is 
officially bi-lingual, 
speaking French and 
English; thus, the hym-
nal is in French on one 

side and English on the 
other.  By the way, 
there is a United Meth-
odist Hymnal in Span-
ish, Milvoces Para Cele-
brar-Himnario Metodista, 
and one in Russian,  
M   P BAM! 
 

The story of how this 
project began, the many 
people who gave their 
knowledge and talents 
to it, and its outcome 
truly demonstrates 
how God is working 
today all around us.  It 
is made even more 
exciting when we learn 
of the place music has 
in the lives of these 
people!  All the win-
dows in their places of 
worship are kept open, 
because music is their 
primary means of evan-
gelism and “if the peo-
ple hear the music, they 
will come in.” They be-
lieve that the Holy 
Spirit is the giver of 
songs.  On May 28, 
2009, the first copy of 

this hymnal was pre-
sented to Bishop Benja-
min Boni, who presides 
over the Cameroon 
Mission.  The first hymn 
they sang from the new 
book was “A Dieu Soit 
la Gloire/To God Be The 
Glory,” which is practi-
cally a national anthem 
among Christians in 
Cameroon.   
 

The second session 
was the inauguration of 
the Emerging Scholars 
Forum at annual con-
ference.  Each year stu-
dents are invited to 
submit their research 
on congregational song.  
This year, three submis-
sions were chosen.  Of 
these three, one re-
ceived a cash award 
and publication in the 
Society’s quarterly 
journal.  This year’s 
choice was from Erika 
Hirsch, a Ph.D. candi-
date at Boston Univer-
sity.  Her paper focused 
on the Foundery, an old 

government 
building 
which John 
Wesley and 
several 
friends pur-
chased and 
restored to 
use as a 
“preaching 
house.”  As 
regular ser-
vices began, 
hymn singing required a 
book of tunes.  In 1742, 
John Wesley published 
“A Collection of  Tunes, 
Set To Music,  As They 
Are Commonly Sung At 
The Foundery.” I was 
delighted and honored 
when Erika sent me a 
copy of her paper! 
 

The plenary speakers 
for this year included 
internationally re-
nowned theologians, 
authors and educators. 
The week was enli-
vened by hymn festivals 
presented by equally 
renowned composers, 

hymn writers, organists, 
and professors of  
music.  These exciting 
and inspiring services 
were held in churches 
around the Minneapo-
lis/St. Paul area, includ-
ing St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
 

I truly believe that sing-
ing hymns is a way of 
giving life to the Word 
and a way of giving 
voice to what we feel 
and believe inside.  
When I play hymns, I 
play the words as well 
as the music.  God 
bless you as you sing 
your faith! 

Singing Our Faith By Nancy Staton 

The new UM hymnal for the Cameroon 
Mission in Yaounde is printed in both 
French and English in a single book.. 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Gladys Vera Cree, mother of Gary Cree 
Margaret DeWolfe, aunt of Mike Doll 
Nola Wylder Kentner, mother of Sue Seymour 
Duane Leitzen, brother of Doug Leitzen 
Vanoy Himel, father of Mark Himel 
Jim Powers, friend of Mike and Leslie Rogers 
Sally Vacca, sister of Judy Cornett 
Ralphe Vawter, uncle of Greg Robinson 
Shirley Young, sister-in-law of Wanda Stein 

Baptisms 
 

James Thomas, son of Ramon and Marney Cross, was bap-
tized on August 9 
Kaitlyn Christine, daughter of Kevin and Alison Delaney, was 
baptized on August 9 
Amara Lavern, daughter of Jonathan and Lisa Keaton, was 
baptized on August 9 
Kevin Sean, son of Steven and Barbara McCarthy, was bap-
tized on August 9 
Cameron Justin, son of Justin and Nicole Ring, was baptized 
on August 16 
Emmett Aaron, son of Josh and Christine Freeman, was bap-
tized on August 23 
Joshua Taylor, son of Daniel and Marcy McClenahan, was 
baptized on August 30 

Celebrations 
 

Ava Hope, daughter of Rachel and Jamie Murray and grand-
daughter of Pam Riley, was born on August 23 (see left)  
Bernadette Louise and Joseph Vincent, twin daughter and 
son of Kay and Bill Laudando and grandchildren of Phyllis 
Pepiot, were born on September 5 
Joey Druzak will be inducted into the Eagle Court of Honor 
on September 13 
Cliff Harris is celebrating his 90th birthday on September 13; 
please send greetings to 615 Morningside Pt., Elgin, IL  60123 
Colin Riley placed 11th out of 9,200 participants in the Chi-
cago Triathlon on August 30 

Letters 
Dear Grace Church, 
 

Thank you so much for allowing us to use one of your rooms for a 
time of prayer.  It’s a privilege for us to pray for our children and 
school, and you will have a part in this.  We know God will do great 
things!  So, thank you! 
 

    —Moms in Touch 
 

To Grace United Methodist Church, 
 

We would like to thank all of you, particularly Pastor Bryan, the 
Prayer Ministry, Dan Wagner, Cheryl Ameiss, the Prayer Shawl Min-
istry, and the Stephen Ministry for all the love and support you gave 
our mother, Judith Colbert.  She enjoyed your church very much.  The 
wonderful people she met, the worship services and the programs 
she participated in helped her to grow in her faith over the last sev-
eral years.  We know this brought her much comfort during her ill-
ness and her final journey home.  Thank you for giving of yourselves 
in such a loving way. 
 

 —Lisa Kaiser, Leslie Buss, Jan Higbea and Families 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 

This is (left to right) Buddy, Amelia (Earhart), and Lucy 
(Lucifer the Devil Cat), proud residents of the Mike and 
Ann Walczak home.  Aren’t they just the cat’s meow?   

Buddy, Amelia and Lucy 

Tiny Ava Born Into Love and Hope  
On Sunday, August 23, Ava Hope 
Murray was born at 27 weeks, 
weighing just 1 pound, 12 ounces.  
Daughter of 
Rachel and 
Jamie Murray 
and grand-
daughter of 
Grace Parish 
Nurse Pam 
Riley, little 
Ava grows 
stronger 
each day, but 
she needs 

our continued prayers for healthy 
development.  Mom and Dad (and 
Grandma Pam!) could use our 
prayers, too, for peace, comfort, 
patience, and strength.  If you 
would like to learn more about Baby Ava and follow her 
progress, visit 
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/avamurray/mystory.   

Rachel Murray holds 
her baby, Ava, for the 
first time. 

Medical staff lovingly 
care for little Ava day 
and night.   


