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Touch Points and Technology
By Rev. Cindy Marino

“Thank you for your leadership to keep our church family 
together during these challenging times!” (a text message I 
received this week.)

I was so excited to see that message the other day in my text 
messages.  It was a touch point that personally buoyed me 
for the coming week. Staying together while staying apart 
has been a challenge indeed!  So many at Grace have stepped 
up to help make that happen through the ministries that 
continue to thrive. And so, together, we continue to expand 
our faith.

And now we have another way to bring the church together. 
We’re back in the Sanctuary for worship! 

I am excited to share that beginning Sunday, October 11, at 
10:30 a.m., we will once again open the Sanctuary each week 
for worship at 10:30 a.m. Those who feel ready to return to worship in person can register in advance to be one of the 50 
persons allowed by CDC guidelines. All of the usual safeguards will apply. We will send out registration information soon.

The greatest thing about being back in the Sanctuary is that we can live-stream our traditional service for you at home, or 
wherever you are. You will be able to feel more a part of worship than ever before as you see and hear all that happens, as 
it happens. We are so grateful to Ginny Lacy, Larry Allen, and Jo Ellen Bender (in loving memory of Dorotha Bender) for 
their contributions to the Sanctuary equipment that allows all of this to happen!

Communicating the gospel looks different these days, but the love of God is worth the effort to do whatever it takes. The 
mission to expand the love of God through all the ways we can is still our number one priority at Grace. While technology 
is important, so are the touch points we find along the way. 

We are finding new ways to provide those touch points.  The drive-through Rally Day brought dozens of folks to the Grace 
property. I met the Hatfields, visitors whose names I have seen but who now also have a face, a smile, and a story! 

This past weekend I met with Chamus, our Director of Children’s Faith Formation, as she delivered bibles to our 
Kindergartners and 3rd graders. I pulled up to one of the homes and the kids raced toward me. The little boy said to me, “I 
remember you. You talked to me about my grandma when she died.”  

“Yes … yes  I did,” a touch point that told a five-year-old God loves him!  And now he knows through the gift of this Bible 
from his church, and by seeing his Sunday school teacher’s smile in person on his front lawn!

Touch points along the way teach us about God’s love.

As we think about the special events we celebrate at Grace, we need to consider those touch points that happen through 
them and consider how to create them even without the event itself.  
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Come Roam Our Property

All-Church Scavenger Hunt 

Come join us on Sunday, October 18, from 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. for an exciting adventure 
with a purpose, exploring our beautiful 
Grace property in Scavenger Hunt style 
(a great opportunity to count your CROP 
Hunger Walk steps too). 

Registration will be required so we may 
safely plan for a fun and exciting 
experience.  

Click here to Register Now! All are 
welcome!

Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek 
(gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) for 
more information.  

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/hunt
mailto:gayelynn.loufek%40peopleofgrace.org%29?subject=Come%20Roam%20Our%20Property
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/hunt
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/191/responses/new


All-Church Adult Faith Formation Gathering

Our next All-Church meeting will be on Sunday, November 1, at 9:15 a.m., when Pastor Doug Bowden will offer an 
overview of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's powerful book The Cost of Discipleship. Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor, and theologian 
executed by the Nazis in 1945 challenges us to reflect on what it means to follow Christ in this modern world. 

Rather than be tempted by a "cheap grace that we bestow on ourselves ... grace without discipleship," Bonhoeffer 
encourages Christians to embrace God's "costly grace...which is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because 
it gives a man the only true life." 

This overview on November 1 will be followed by an in-depth study with Pastor Doug beginning in January 2021. Please 
contact Doug if you would like to participate (dbowden6@aol.com). 

To join one of our existing small group ministries or to explore creating a new one, contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@
peopleofgrace.org). 

United Methodist Women Give Thanks 

Join us Tuesday, October 6, at 9 a.m. for the Zoom program “World 
Thank Offering: The Give and Take of Gratitude” presented by Katy 
Klepper and Ruth Wills. 

We will learn a little about the history of World Thank Offering, some 
of the missions we support, and ways we can show our gratitude to 
each other. We are looking forward to seeing you by way of Zoom. 

Click here for Zoom link details.   

Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for more information.

Join the Grace UMC Team for Naperville’s 
Virtual CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 
18, with the Zoom Walk Rally and Kick-off at 
1:15 p.m. (Click here for Zoom details).  Then 
walk where you want, when you want; alone, 
with family or with friends (socially distanced, 
safely).

A challenge has been issued to Grace UMC this 
year. An anonymous donor will give an extra 
$1,000 if the Grace UMC Team raises at least 
$6,060! Can we meet this challenge? 

Join the Grace UMC team by clicking here and 
following these easy steps: 

1.  Click on MAKE A DONATION
2.  Click on REGISTER
3.  Search for the Grace UMC team, join as a walker
4.  Start collecting donations! Let your friends and family know how they can sponsor you.

Can’t walk this year? DONATE online to the Grace UMC team or a specific walker at www.crophungerwalk.org/
napervilleil, by clicking on “MAKE A DONATION” then choose TEAM or enter a name for a specific walker.  Donations 
can also be made by check and sent to the Church Office at Grace United Methodist Church, 300 E. Gartner Road, 
Naperville, IL. 60540 and write CROP Walk on the memo line. 

All donations collected are used to support those experiencing hunger, around the block and around the world: 25% 
of the funds collected are divided equally between Loaves and Fishes and the Northern Illinois Food Bank, and the 
remaining 75% is used by Church World Service to fund food and water initiatives in our country and throughout the 
world.  The walk is virtual this year, but the NEED is real. 

Virtual Naperville CROP HUNGER Walk 

Versiti Blood Drive
Join us for the Versiti 
Blood Drive on 
Monday, October 12, 
between 3:30 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Appointments are a 
must to ensure social 
distancing. To schedule an appointment, call 
(800) 7TO-GIVE, or click here.  Youth as young as 16 
years of age are able to donate with a parent’s signature. 
A photo ID is required for all donors. 

Contact Barb McCarthy (barbmccarthy@icloud.com) 
for more information.

Join us in supporting 
the "Common Pantry" 
located in Chicago 
on Damen Ave in 
October.  

They are supplying 
bags of groceries to 
over 700 families 
weekly, serving hot 
meals to go to clients on Wednesdays, and delivering 
bags of groceries to those who cannot come on their own.  
Every $1 donated provides 4 meals.  

Donate online by clicking here and selecting the Love Loaf 
in the drop-down menu.   

Common Pantry Chicago
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How can we honor our longtime members even without Harvest Home? How can we celebrate the friendship of women 
even without Celebrate the Season?  How can we remember those we have lost without a gathering to celebrate their lives 
on All Saints Day? 

Can we experience the profound joy of the candlelight service on Christmas Even in new ways? That last one is receiving a 
lot of attention as we plan for an outdoor candlelight/luminary walk. 

All of these events provide the needed touch points that serve as reminders of God’s love. We need these reminders more 
than ever, as do those we serve in this community and beyond.

How can we provide these touch points to teachers struggling to stay inspired for their kids on Zoom? How can we provide 
these touch points to those feeling the pain of discrimination, or the conflict of politics, or the grief that comes with being 
alone?

Communicating the gospel looks different these days, but the love of God is worth the effort to do whatever it takes. Where 
can you create a touch point with someone who needs to be reminded? It’s a challenge we accept because the mission is so 
vital.  Join the mission to expand the love of God through all the ways we can.
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The Stellmacher Family participating in Drive-Thru Rally Day Debbie John, Director of Children's Bells Ensemble

Thank You Grace UMC! Virtual Mistletoe Marketplace
United Methodist Women are excited to announce Grace 
United Methodist Church will have a Virtual Mistletoe 
Marketplace!

When does a Virtual Mistletoe Marketplace 
start?

Starting November 1 through November 15, donations will 
be accepted by check made out to Grace United Methodist 
Women and mailed to Grace UMC, Attn: Grace UMW, 300 
East Gartner Road, Naperville, IL 60540 or click here to give 
online.

How does a Virtual Mistletoe Marketplace 
work?

Think about what you might have spent at Mistletoe Marketplace in the past purchasing baked goods items, handcrafted 
items, baskets, silent auction items, quilt tickets, cards, ornaments, eating at the café breakfast and/or what it would have 
cost in supplies to create these items to donate. Then consider making that amount, or more, as your donation to the 
United Methodist Women. 100% of all the proceeds of this event will go to missions! 

Why donate to Virtual Mistletoe Marketplace? 

The United Methodist Women relies on your financial assistance to maintain the support of the many missions that benefit 
women and children locally, nationally, and internationally, especially in this time of great need. 

Stay Tuned!  In November, we will have a Missions Countdown to Mistletoe Marketplace. Each day, information about one 
of the missions United Methodist Women supports will be featured in a short video clip. 

We look forward to your assistance in helping others in need. Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

Holy Smokes 
H-O-L-Y  S-M-O-K-E-S! What 
a beautiful day it was on Sunday, 
September 13, at Grace Church!  

Between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., 
approximately 350 meals from 5Bs 
Bar-B-Q were served to the most 
excited, supportive, and gracious 
people a community has to offer! 

The parking lot was full of smiling faces, quick 
conversations, and a feeling of joy and hope as we 
greeted each other, and meals were delivered through 
rolled-down car windows. What a joy it was to see 
friends and "family" face-to-face!

Our Youth Summer Missions team is planning and 
preparing for our 2021 mission season.  We thank 
ALL who participated in our first fundraiser of the 
year, giving us a huge head start--a head start full of 
hope!!  Your generosity and support mean so much.  

Thank you so much for coming out to our 2020 Drive-Thru Rally 
Day!  Yes, it was different, but that did not stop us from celebrating and 
greeting each other. We are grateful!  We pray that the take-a-ways are 
beneficial to your faith formation and support your participation in the 
various ministries of the church. As we continue our fall programming, 
we look forward to seeing you engage in ministries of your choice, in the 
worship services, and together when the opportunities arise. We send a 
very special thank you to all of the faithful volunteers who helped make 
this all happen!  May God bless you and keep you always.  

Drive-Thru Rally Day

Food, Fellowship and FUNdraising!!! 

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:ppepiot%40gmail.com?subject=Virtual%20Mistletoe%20Marketplace
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Ruth Wills, Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Barb LeMaster and Ron Wills 
delivering Snacks from UMW donations 

Jenna Stanton volunteering at the 
Snack Drive Drop-off and saying "Thank You!" 

Grace Community Builders District 204 Snack Drive Thank You!  

Grace UMC Friends and Family, on behalf of the children and families 
of District 204 who will benefit from your generous donations, I send a 
hearty thank you!  Thank you for your generosity and your immediate 
response.  The snacks were picked up on two separate days because it 
required two trips!  

I want to thank you for not only the snack donations, but also the 
monetary donations that will allow us to get additional breakfast and 
snack foods  

Seeing the snacks in my office reminded me of Mark 6 and Matthew 14. 
Both tell the story of the loaves and fishes.  When we unify to respond to 
a need, the baskets always runneth over.  God is faithful.  Thank you all!

By Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
Great news! Grace Community Builders (GCB) is restarting 
after a long pause because of the Coronavirus.

Grace Community Builders was conceived as a means to 
build a stronger sense of community within our church. 
This powerful idea is based on the concept of expanding the 
personal networks of participants. Each network grows as a 
result of the strong personal relationships that are developed. 
The greater sense of community derives from the deep, 
multiple connections each Community Builder has within the 
church. 

There have been over 100 individuals who have participated 
in GCB and a number of them have been in different groups 
multiple times, significantly increasing the number of people 
whom they have gotten to know. This has deepened their 
understanding of what other people are doing in the church 
and the community.

Each (GCB) Group comprises of six people. Each Community 
Builder will spend approximately one hour a week with one 
of the other participants in his/her Group over a period of 
five weeks. A pairing sheet is provided which identifies each 
Community Builder and who she or he will meet with each 
of the five weeks. It includes the phone numbers and email 
addresses of the participants.
 
The weekly meetings are meant to be flexible so that the 
reasons for not joining a group because of travel schedules or 
a lack of time are minimized. Each meeting is set up between 
the two people who are planning to meet within the next 
week. The time and place are totally up to each pair. Because 
of COVID-19, the options for meeting have changed. Before 
the pandemic, most people found that meeting at a public 
place for coffee or an informal lunch or breakfast was the most 
efficient and relaxing place to meet. Now, having coffee where 
a restaurant has outside space available is a good alternative. 
Face to face meetings are preferred, but FaceTime, Skype, and 
Zoom are also alternatives.
 
What is discussed at the meeting is up to the two participants. 
Most often the topics include a bit of personal history, when 
each person started attending services at the church and what 
s/he is involved in in the Church. Often people find they have 
many things in common which easily carries the conversation. 
You will find that it is a truly enjoyable experience. 
 
Grace Community Builders is one of the Church’s internal 
foundational steps that help equip our members to 
understand one another better and to participate in the 
outreaches of our church to do the Lord’s work. 

To sign up for a Group or for more information contact Bill 
Fronk (wcfronk1@gmail.com).

The CARES Act, signed into law in March, includes 
provisions making it easy for you to receive an added 
tax break for your charitable giving to the Grace Church 
Foundation or Grace Church. Your gift may qualify you 
for one of the following benefits in the calendar year 
2020.

• Contributions in excess of your Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) carry forward for 5 years subject to the 
60% of AGI limit.

• In 2020, receive an unlimited charitable deduction 
for your cash gift up to 100% of your AGI.

• Don’t itemize? You can claim up to $300 for a cash 
gift ($600 for married couples filing jointly) as an 
“above the line” deduction in 2020.

Contact Scott Oats (soats@sbcglobal.net) for more 
information or with questions. 

What's Commission 
on Religion and Race 
Reading? 
A Story about Afiya   By:  James Berry

Review by: Jill Rye

Written by 
Jamaican poet 
James Berry, 
this story of a 
young girl whose 
dress becomes 
imprinted with 
the memories 
of her daily 
experiences 
combines so 
well with the 
exquisite art, you might be tempted to frame a page or 
two!  Children might be inspired to wonder what their 
clothes would say about their day.

La Mesa: Historias de Nuestra Gente, 
(The Table: Stories of Our People),
by Leon Krauze
Review by: Cathy Bozett

Leon Krauze, is 
an award-winning 
Mexican journalist 
and news anchor.  
The book’s title was 
derived from his 
decision to place two 
chairs across from 
each other at a table 
near the street and 
interview Latinos who 
immigrated to the 
United States.  They 
bring with them the 
yearnings and the scars of an immigrant: nostalgia 
for their country of origin and gratefulness for their 
adoptive country.     

Note: This book is written in Spanish.  Native speakers 
or more advanced students of Spanish should be able to 
understand the book. 

Grace UMC Foundation 
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