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race Church re-
cently welcomed a 
new wedding co-
ordinator, Jennifer 

Conniff, replacing long-time 
coordinator Judi Poland.  “I 
have always found life events 
fun and rewarding,” said Jen-
nifer, who left a 19-year ca-
reer in senior care in June to 
spend more time with her 
sons, Joe, 14, and Patrick, 9.  
“This job sounded fun, and it 
fits my personality.”   
 

Jennifer, who has already 
coordinated three weddings 
as of this writing, enjoys be-
ing behind the scenes.  “I’m 
an organizer,” said the mem-
ber of United Methodist 
Women and frequent Sunday 
School teacher, “and I’m not 
easily rattled.”  That is a cru-
cial trait in a wedding coordi-
nator, as Judi Poland knows 

well after 11 years and over 
150 weddings.  “It’s a very 
important role, helping the 
bride and groom with all of 
their decisions, and a sense 
of calm on the wedding day 
is essential,” said Judi, who 
will be assisting  Jennifer with 
weddings at Grace through 
the end of the year.   
 

The wedding coordinator’s 
job at Grace entails meeting 
with the bride and groom 
initially to show them around 
the church, explaining our 
policies, and taking care of 
the wedding contract and 
deposit.  Then, roughly a 
month to two weeks before 
the ceremony, the wedding 
coordinator goes through 
the details of the rehearsal 
with the couple to make 
sure it, like the wedding it-
self, goes as smoothly as pos-

sible.  Finally, at the ac-
tual rehearsal and on 
the wedding day, the 
coordinator becomes 
what Jennifer describes 
as the “rock” for the 
bride and groom, their 
attendants and family.   
 

“They need someone 
they can look to who 
says ‘I got it, it’s okay; here’s 
what we do and where we 
go.’”  Flexibility is also key, 
according to Judi.  “You have 
to always keep in mind that 
it’s the bride’s wedding; you 
can’t force your own ideas  
of what the ceremony should 
look like, where people 
should stand, etc.  We’re 
very flexible at Grace.”  Judi 
expresses her gratitude to all 
the many women who have 
assisted her throughout the 
years as wedding hostesses.  

“It’s very helpful to have 
someone directing things in 
the Sanctuary and another 
person tending to the bride 
in Room 250.  The job has 
evolved quite a bit over the 
years, and I’ve enjoyed it im-
mensely,” said Judi.  “But it’s 
time to pass the torch.”   
 

If you are interesting in assist-
ing weddings at Grace as a 
host or hostess, please contact 
Bob Poland at 630-355-1748, 
ext. 250, or Jennifer Conniff at 
630-430-8994.   

Grace Welcomes New Wedding Coordinator  By Barb Ceruti 

Jennifer Conniff 
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This Month at Grace... 
In the very unlikely event that you  
receive this newsletter by October 9, 
join our annual Harvest Home Celebra-
tion on Wednesday, October 9, 6:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Call or stop by 
the church office (630-355-1748) for 
tickets and information.   
 

Sunday, October 13 
“Love Opens Doors”   
(See page 4) 
 

Sunday, October 20 
Naperville CROP Walk  

The annual Naper-
ville CROP Walk 
will take place on 
Sunday, October 20, 
stepping off at 1:30 

p.m. from the lower Grace parking lot.  
If you would like to participate as a 
walker, please visit the Activity Center 
on Sundays for donation packets and 
information, or sign up online at 
www.napervillecropwalk.org and search 
“Grace UMC Walkers.”  CROP dona-
tions benefit local, national and global 
hunger efforts.  Local beneficiaries are 

Loaves & Fishes and Northern Illinois 
Food Back.  Our goal this year at Grace 
is to have 80 walkers and raise $8,000.  
If you are not able to participate as a 
walker, please consider sponsoring 
someone who is. You may also make a 
monetary donation at the CROP Walk 
table in the Activity Center or in the 
church office.  Please make checks paya-
ble to CWS/CROP.  Registration the 
day of the Walk begins at 12:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall, followed by a kick-off 
rally at 1:00 p.m.  Last-minute walkers 
can sign up during registration.   
 

Friday, October 25 
Men’s Fall Forum 
How to Be a Man and a Christian (at the 
same time) is the topic of this fall’s Fel-
lowship of Christian Men forum on Fri-
day, October 25, beginning with dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. in Room 254, followed by a 
program from author and financial ser-
vices CEO Mark Himel.  Based on David 
Murrow’s book Why Men Hate Going 
to Church, discussion  will focus on the 
numerous decisions men must make 
and how to remain a man of faith in the 
midst of it all.  A great night of food, 

fellowship and friends!  Invite yours!  
Contact Bob Pacanowski at BPacanows-
ki@franklinsports.com or 630-355-0805 
to sign up or for more info. 
 

Sunday, October 27 
Family Fall Festival 
Grace and community families, come to 
our 4th Annual Family Fall Festival on 
Sunday, October 27, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. on the lower church grounds.  Join 
us for Belgian draft horse-drawn 
hayrides (back by popular demand), 
NASCAR simulator, “trunk-or-
treating,” hay bale maze, hay wagon 
rides, Moon Jump, pumpkin decorating, 
and a hot chocolate bar—perfect on a 
chilly fall day!  Wear your costumes  
(non-violent, please)!  Tickets are $5 
per person/$20 max. per family, on sale 
in the Activity Center on October 13 
and 20 or in the church office during 
the week.  Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek 
for further information (rglbhl@aol.com 
or 630-355-1748, ext. 234).   
 

Sunday, October 27 
Concert Series Event: 
Britten 100 (see page 3) 

“Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvest…” John 4:35 

“What composer of choral mu-
sic has come on more promi-
nently and to wider acclaim in 
recent years than Dan Forrest?  

‘Requiem for the Living’ 
will assume a place 
among the staples of 
grand choral literature.” 
 

That’s what just one 
critic among many ad-
mirers said about Dan 
Forrest, whose 
“Requiem for the Liv-
ing” the Grace Chancel 
Choir will present in 
worship on All Saints’ 

Sunday, November 3, at 
9:30 and 11:00 a.m.  Don’t 
miss the Midwest premiere 
of this wonderful work! 

Would YOU Like to 
Sing in “Requiem for 
the Living”? 
Rehearsals have begun for 
the November 3 presenta-
tion of “Requiem for the Liv-
ing,” but it’s not too late to 
participate in this great cho-
ral worship offering.  For 
those who like to sing, from 
both Grace and the commu-
nity (tell your singing 
friends!), this is a limited-
commitment opportunity 
that might just be ideal, espe-
cially for those who cannot 

commit to a year of choir.  
Please attend at least four of 
the remaining rehearsals:  
October 10, 17, 24, 28, 31.  
Register via the QR code 
below or at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
naperville_festival_singers.  
You may also contact Dan 
Wagner at 630-355-1748, 
ext. 232, 
or andan-
te147@ 
gmail.com.   

For All the Saints...A “Requiem for the Living” on November 3 
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Pastor’s Journal        
                     

This month marks the beginning of our Five Commitments campaign.  During the month of  
October, our Stewardship team encourages everyone to go online to make our commitments to 
the future of Grace, as we are working toward becoming a more “online accessible church.”  In 
2014, we plan to send out as many electronic quarterly statements as possible.   
 

In November, the Stewardship team will be mailing and delivering the more traditional packets to 
those households that have not responded during October to the Five Commitments campaign.  You can help lighten 
this load by simply making your response this month.  You still have the option of picking up a printed Five Commit-
ments packet at the church, but I hope the majority of our members will find the online version of this campaign easy to 
use.  Here is a look at the online commitment process:   
 

On our church website (www.peopleofgrace.org), look for the Five Commitments link on the right-hand side of the 
home page.  The home page is where you will be when you type in our web address. Simply click on the Five Commit-
ments link and follow the instructions.  There are two parts: 1) the survey of commitments to prayers, worship, service 
and witness; and 2) a secure email financial pledge form.  Please fill out both.  
 

The Five Commitments financial commitment is for the ongoing work of Grace (the “operating budget”) in 2014.  You 
may also make an additional commitment to the Firm Foundation Building Fund.  Find the tab on the left side of the home 
page labeled “Capital Campaign 2013.” 
        Grace and Peace,   
         
 

October 2013 

 
        By Pastor  

             Lisa Telomen 

Mistletoe Marketplace Nov. 9! Do Your Holiday Shopping at Grace!Mistletoe Marketplace Nov. 9! Do Your Holiday Shopping at Grace!Mistletoe Marketplace Nov. 9! Do Your Holiday Shopping at Grace!   
Join us on Saturday, Join us on Saturday, Join us on Saturday, November 9November 9November 9, 9:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.---1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, for United Methodist Women’s 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, for United Methodist Women’s 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, for United Methodist Women’s 
annual holiday bazaar, “Mistletoe Marketplace.”  UMW members have been busily crafting handmade items annual holiday bazaar, “Mistletoe Marketplace.”  UMW members have been busily crafting handmade items annual holiday bazaar, “Mistletoe Marketplace.”  UMW members have been busily crafting handmade items 
for months now, and UMW quilters have been handfor months now, and UMW quilters have been handfor months now, and UMW quilters have been hand---stitching the beautiful queenstitching the beautiful queenstitching the beautiful queen---sized quilt and other quilt-sized quilt and other quilt-sized quilt and other quilt-
ed items for which there will be a drawing the day of the bazaar (recipients need not be present; watch ed items for which there will be a drawing the day of the bazaar (recipients need not be present; watch ed items for which there will be a drawing the day of the bazaar (recipients need not be present; watch Grace Grace Grace 
in Mission in Mission in Mission weekly announcements for information about quilted items and drawing tickets).  Shop our weekly announcements for information about quilted items and drawing tickets).  Shop our weekly announcements for information about quilted items and drawing tickets).  Shop our 
“Marketplace” for a variety of unique holiday items and other gifts, baked goods, and enter our Silent Auction “Marketplace” for a variety of unique holiday items and other gifts, baked goods, and enter our Silent Auction “Marketplace” for a variety of unique holiday items and other gifts, baked goods, and enter our Silent Auction 
for some wonderful gift packages.  Enjoy brunch at the Mistletoe Café, 9:30for some wonderful gift packages.  Enjoy brunch at the Mistletoe Café, 9:30for some wonderful gift packages.  Enjoy brunch at the Mistletoe Café, 9:30---11:30 in the Fireside Room.  11:30 in the Fireside Room.  11:30 in the Fireside Room.     
   

Silent Auction Items Needed!  No “White Elephants,” Please!Silent Auction Items Needed!  No “White Elephants,” Please!Silent Auction Items Needed!  No “White Elephants,” Please!   
If you have items, sports or entertainment tickets, or time at a vacation home you’d like If you have items, sports or entertainment tickets, or time at a vacation home you’d like If you have items, sports or entertainment tickets, or time at a vacation home you’d like 
to donate to the Silent Auction or sale at Mistletoe Marketplace, please drop these items to donate to the Silent Auction or sale at Mistletoe Marketplace, please drop these items to donate to the Silent Auction or sale at Mistletoe Marketplace, please drop these items 
or offer notices outside Margaret Harrison’s office in the lounge area by Monday, or offer notices outside Margaret Harrison’s office in the lounge area by Monday, or offer notices outside Margaret Harrison’s office in the lounge area by Monday,    
November 4.  No “white elephants,” pleaseNovember 4.  No “white elephants,” pleaseNovember 4.  No “white elephants,” please———our shoppers aren’t any more interested in our shoppers aren’t any more interested in our shoppers aren’t any more interested in 
that bobblethat bobblethat bobble---headed troll or crying ceramic clown than you are!  Contact Darlene Noeren-headed troll or crying ceramic clown than you are!  Contact Darlene Noeren-headed troll or crying ceramic clown than you are!  Contact Darlene Noeren-
bergbergberg---Schille (630Schille (630Schille (630---355355355---8994) or Ro Willard (6308994) or Ro Willard (6308994) or Ro Willard (630---357357357---5651) for further information.5651) for further information.5651) for further information.   

 

Help Us Supply Our Red Bird and Henderson Missions in Appalachia! 
Hello, friends!  Four dear souls from Grace are traveling to Red Bird Mission and Henderson Settle- 
ment in Appalachia later this month to gather information about how we can further help these  
missions.  We are collecting the following supplies through October 20.  Boxes for your donations of the following items 
are outside the Activity Center, in the Narthex, and near Fellowship Hall:  
• Quilting Supplies (material and thread, etc.) 
• Baby Supplies (lotion, powder, diapers of all sizes, blankets, onesies) 
• Building Supplies (hand tools, small power tools, nails, screws) 

Questions?  Please contact me (630-355-1748, ext. 226) or Joan Bratton (630-305-6143). 
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“Celebrate the Season” December 4th! 
Women, mark your calendars now for the 8th Annual 
“Celebrate the Season” women’s event, ushering in the 
Advent season on Wednesday, December 4.  The 
evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall with 
a viewing of all the beautiful tables our creative host-
esses will deck out in Christmas finery, shimmering and 
whimsical, in anticipation of the coming Christ.  Catered 
dinner will follow, served by the men of Grace, with a  
program in the Sanctuary closing out the evening.  Watch for further details about tick-
ets, but for now, save the date and please consider hosting a table!  Also needed are peo-
ple to help decorate and set up Fellowship Hall in the days before the event (Dec.  
2-4).  Contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 or kimscharafin@comcast.net to volunteer 
to host a table and/or to help with set up.  Also, be sure to invite your female friends, 
family and neighbors to this event.  Sponsored by the Evangelism team, “Celebrate the 
Season” is an outreach mission for the women of Grace and the community. 

October 2013 

November Grace Notes Deadline  
Please submit news for the November 2013 issue of Grace Notes by Mon., Oct. 28, to 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 630-355-1748, ext. 240; or bring to the church office.   

We’re rapidly 
approaching a 
conclusion to 
our phone 
system instal-
lation project. 
Cutover to 
the new sys-

tem is scheduled for Octo-
ber 10. Look around Grace, 
and you’ll see paging horns 
located in key positions in 
our hallways and large gath-
ering areas, including the 
Sanctuary, Lacy Garden, and 
the children’s playground. 
You’ll also see wire raceways 
coming down from the ceil-
ings in our classrooms to 
wall phone locations where 
phones will soon be installed, 
affording us the ability to 
communicate with each 
classroom and page the en-
tire church in the event of an 
emergency. 
 

Investigation into a recent 
drain backup in the kitchen 
led to a review of the archi-
tect’s drawings and recogni-
tion of a “grease trap” anno-
tation outside of the kitchen. 
A metal detector and a dig-

ging crew unearthed a long-
buried manhole cover under 
a bush in our landscaping, 
seated above a grease trap. 
The grease trap was un-
known to everyone consult-
ed and apparently had not 
been cleaned out in many, 
many years. We anticipate 
that this may have been the 
cause of our various plumb-
ing problems over the last 
few years and may now be 
resolved. Thanks to Steve 
Peters, Bob Poland, Paul 
Grysh, and the City of Na-
perville Storm Drain Team 
for their outstanding detec-
tive work! 
 

As indicated in last month’s 
update, we have been on 
hold for the fire suppression 
system over the stove in the 
kitchen, due to the need to 
connect it to our fire alarm 
system. To finish this step, 
the entire fire alarm system 
needs to be upgraded, pro-
voking a need to accelerate 
planning for the fire alarm 
upgrade. The good news is, 
the fire suppression system 
is currently fully operational 

in the kitchen, except for 
automatically notifying the 
fire department. We have to 
do that ourselves. The sys-
tem will be triggered auto-
matically by flames over the 
stove or by manually pulling 
the emergency cord by the 
door toward Gartner out of 
the kitchen. 
 

We are digging deeper into 
the HVAC project and 
working hard to best meet 
our needs at minimal cost. 
An important consideration 
has been to reduce or elimi-
nate noise from fans and 
pumps in the Lacy Garden 
that take away from the sol-
ace and beauty of that space. 
We are investigating options 
for lower decibel equipment 
and more effective noise baf-
fling that could enable us to 
simply replace the equipment 
in situ rather than relocate it 
outside the perimeter of the 
building. This could save con-
siderably on engineering de-
sign costs.  

 

Input from Grace members 
has emphasized a greater 

urgency to work on our 
parking lots sooner, rather 
than later. The building com-
mittee preferred to space 
out our projects to minimize 
the need for borrowing, but 
increasing maintenance re-
quirements on the parking 
lot is driving us to hasten 
these projects. There are 
well understood aesthetic 
and safety concerns. You can 
help with this potential cash 
flow problem by accelerating 
your giving on your pledge. If 
you have any funds available 
to you before the year’s end 
that can be applied to the 
capital fund, that would 
greatly help us to accomplish 
more, sooner.   
 

Thanks to our Grace family 
for your generous support 
and the host of volunteers 
who come together when 
needed to make things hap-
pen and cut our costs. The 
building committee is work-
ing hard to optimize use of 
the capital funding you have 
provided!  

Keeping Up With Our Building Projects      By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 

Hsbdf!sfuvsot!
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If you’re interested in 
learning about our 2014 

mission to Maua and  
Meru, Kenya, and what 
we’ll be doing with the 

Kenya Methodist commu-
nity at the hospital, in the 
schools, villages, and with 
the Miriam Kanana Mu-
bichi Foundation, come 
to an educational meet-
ing on Sunday, OCTOBER 

20, 4:00 p.m. in Room 
224.  No obligation - just 

come see, hear and 
learn! 
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By AngelaMcCurdy 
 

“Suicide is almost twice as common as homi-
cide in the United States…We have roughly 
30,000 suicides a year. And 90 percent of 
those are associated with mental illness...” 

 —Thomas R. Insel, Director of 
the National Institute of Mental Health 

 

The Library Committee would like to 
thank the Grace Church Council for their 
recent donation of several titles on the 
topic of mental health.  There are six 
books and one video, Depression: Out of 
the Shadows (the source of the quote 
above). This 90-minute video consists of 
interviews with a widely varied group of 
individuals (ranging from a white middle-
aged corporate CEO to a young black 
member of the Bloods) who have battled 
depression, their families and caregivers, 
and those responsible for their medical 
and professional treatment.  Spanish au-
dio and subtitles are included. 
 

In An Unquiet Mind: A Memoir of Moods 
and Madness, Kay Redfield Jamison shares 
both her professional and personal expe-
rience with manic-depression, or bipolar 
disorder.  “I am fortunate that I have not 
died from my illness, fortunate in having  
received the best medical care available 
and fortunate in having the friends, col-
leagues, and family that I do. Because of 
this, I have in turn tried, as best I could, 
to use my own experiences of the disease 
to inform my research, teaching, clinical 
practice, and advocacy work.”  
 

In New Hope for Children and Teens 
with Bipolar Disorder, Boris Birmaher 

aims to provide parents, relatives, teach-
ers, and others with a basic 
introduction to “what we 
know and what we do not 
know” about bipolar disorder 
in children and teens. 
 

Surviving Schizophrenia: A 
Manual for Families, Patients, 
and Providers and The Insani-
ty Offense: How America’s 
Failure to Treat the Seriously 
Mental Ill Endangers Its Citizens are by E. 
Fuller Torrey, who wrote earlier this 
year in the Wall Street Journal that 
“according to multiple studies summa-
rized by the Treatment Advocacy Center 
[of which Torrey is president], these un-
treated mentally ill are responsible for 
10% of all homicides (and a higher per-
centage of the mass killings), constitute 
20% of jail and prison inmates and at least 
30% of the homeless. Severely mentally ill 
individuals now inundate hospital emer-
gency rooms and have colonized libraries, 
parks, train stations and other public 
spaces. The quality of the lives of these 
individuals mocks the lofty intentions of 
the founders of the Community Mental 
Health Centers program.” Torrey is an 
advocate for involuntary treatment, in-
cluding medication and hospitalization, 
when deemed appropriate by a judge, at 
the urging of an individual's psychiatrist 
and family members. 
 

Souls in the Hands of a Tender God: Sto-
ries of the Search for Home and Healing 
on the Streets is the work of Craig 
Rennebohm.  An ordained minister with 
the United Church of Christ, Rennebohm 

founded the Mental Health Chaplaincy in 
Seattle in 1987 to serve the 
most vulnerable of the home-
less population: those suffering 
from mental illness. In addition 
to direct outreach on the 
streets, the program involves 
education and training in faith 
communities and advocacy 
work.  Rennebohm’s empathy 
for those with mental illness 

stems from his own experience—a major 
depressive episode in his mid-20’s.  
 

Making a Good Brain Great is the work 
of Daniel G. Amen, the author of Change 
Your Brain, Change Your Life. It includes 
both nutritional and lifestyle advice to 
optimize brain functioning.  
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

      Marathon Water Station 
          Volunteers Needed! 

Would you like to assist partic-
ipants in the Naperville Mara-
thon on Sunday, November 10, 
by offering them water at the 
water station on Gartner Road 

near the bridge?  Families welcome—
kids, too!  Contact Julie Licther at 630-
803-2903 or julie@jel-services.com.     

October is Depression  
Awareness Month 

Get a Free, Anonymous Screening 

Visit www.Samaritancenter.org and 
take advantage of a free, online,  

anonymous screening, available 24/7.   

Church Council Donates Titles on Mental Health 

Help us 
CHANGE  

THE WORLD with just 22 cents!  Because the Junior Sing-
ers' participation in last February’s “Feed My Starving Chil-
dren” Mobile Pack event was such a wonderful experience, 
we wanted to find a way to include the entire children's mu-
sic ministry in 2014, not only by serving as volunteers but 
also paying for the meals we plan to pack. With our goal date 
of the February 2014 Mobile Pack in mind, every chorister 
from K-7th grade has made an FMSC "bank.” Since the chil-
dren learned that a mere 22 cents can provide a nutritious  
hot meal for a starving child, they have been earning, saving, 

and finding spare change with the hope of paying for all the 
meals we pack.  Every week in rehearsal, we sing a song 
called "We Can Change the World," and we talk about non-
monetary ways we can change our world, too—with a smile, 
a thank you, or a kind gesture.  Won't you help us by saving 
your loose change to add to our CHANGE THE WORLD 
collection? The children will be collecting right up until the 
February Mobile Pack. Please watch for future communica-
tions on when and where you can make your "loose change 
drop.” We hope to have two opportunities: one this No-
vember and another in early 2014.  Start saving your change 
to help change the world!

Children’s Choristers Bring Change 
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By Dan Wagner, Grace Minister of Music 
 

In conjunction with the International Britten 100 celebra-
tion and the College of DuPage Britten Festival, New Clas-
sic Singers will sing some of the composer's greatest 
works, including Rejoice in the Lamb, Five Flower Songs, Choral 
Dances from Gloriana, and selections from A.M.D.G. The 
concert will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 27, 
in the Grace Sanctuary.  Entry will cost $20 for adults and 
seniors, $10 for students and children, payable at the door 
only.  Pianist and organist William Buhr will accompany the 
Singers, while founder and music director Lee Kessel-
man will conduct. 
 

Kesselman has been director of choral activities at College 
of DuPage since 1981.  Conductor, pianist, teacher and 
award-winning composer, he developed the New Classic 
Singers with a love for the vocal art and interests in a great 
breadth of literature.  A member of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publishers, Kesselman has 
composed works published by Boosey & Hawkes, Lawson-

Gould, Plymouth Music, Classic Artists 
Publishing, and Kesselman Press. 
 

The New Classic Singers has been a 
resident choral ensemble at College of 
DuPage since 1982. Members include 
conductors, educators and soloists from 
throughout the metropolitan area. The 
choir has been lauded for its imaginative 
programs and performing excellence.  
New Classic Singers has performed three times for con-
ventions of the American Choral Directors Association and 
frequently commissions and premieres new works. The 
ensemble has also performed with Fulcrum Point New Mu-
sic Project, the Kronos Quartet, the New Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra, and has rec-
orded new releases for Boosey & Hawkes music publishers.  
Find out more about them at www.newclassicsingers.org. 
 

Dan Wagner joins the ranks of the New Classic Singers for 
"Britten 100". 

Concert Event Oct. 27:  A 100th Birthday Tribute to Benjamin Britten  

By Harold Workman 
 

True to the United Method-
ist tradition, community out-
reach is important to UM 
churches in Russia.  With 
just over 30 members, Hope 
is not a large church, but 
their outreach to the com-
munity is significant in this 
socialist society. 
 

Hope’s weekly soup kitchen 
serves needy families who 
come to the church for 
nourishment and also takes 
the opportunity to spread 
the Gospel a bit, perhaps by 
offering a pre-meal prayer.  
Sadly, as of this writing, the 
soup kitchen may not be 
operating, for while we were 
there this past summer, the 
police decided that serving 
meals was too disruptive to 
the neighborhood. 
 

Another of Hope’s outreach 
programs is to periodically 
visit a nearby orphanage and 
sometimes bring the children 
a small gift.  There, our team 
provided gifts of pillow case 

dresses for the girls, shorts 
for the boys, Beanie Babies, 
and toothbrushes.  The chil-
dren were very excited to 
receive these gifts.  Hope 
Church’s Rev. Vladimir  
Ilyukhin is not allowed to 
deliver any type of religious 
message at the orphanage; 
however, he told us, he 
works it in anyway.   
 

Hope and Transfiguration 
Churches have several Bible 
study groups in various 
towns, many of which were 
started by church members 
who have had to move and 
have no church in their new 
location.  We visited one of 
these groups in the town of 
Spartak, population 50, once 
a large-scale government 
farming operation.  Now, 
only a few houses are occu-
pied; the others are hollow 
with decay or nonexistent.  
At the house we visited, we 
were treated to a meal of 
soup with lamb and potatoes 
prepared by a Muslim family 

in town and the 
beautiful sight 
of a huge back-
yard filled with 
cucumbers, 
cabbage, 
grapes, pep-
pers, tomatoes, 
roses, mari-
golds, sunflow-
ers, zinnias, 
petunias, and 
dahlias.   
 

We were also able to visit 
the Old Folks Club, estab-
lished by Pastor Vladimir’s 
mother, Galena, to provide 
older people with social op-
portunities.  The Club meets 
in a senior residence situat-
ed in downtown Volgograd, 
where social opportunities 
are not generally available.  
We were entertained by a 
violinist, a guitarist, and a 
singer.  One highlight was a 
speech given by a 90-year-
old survivor of WWII, fully 
decked out in his uniform 
and medals.  He was a re-

minder that Russia has been 
through a number of wars, 
all fought on their soil, and 
at great expense of human 
lives.  Russians are truly 
proud of their country. 
It is the hope of our Russia 
team that through our time 
in Volgograd and surround-
ing areas, we made a positive 
impact on their lives, as they 
did on ours.  May Grace 
United Methodist Church 
continue to be a lasting influ-
ence on these new Chris-
tians who truly love the 
Lord in all that they do. 

Russian UM Churches Take Methodist Tradition of Outreach to Heart 

Orphanage children in Russia enjoyed the 
Beanie Babies and other gifts our team  
offered them this summer.   
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Beginning This Month, “Love Opens Doors” By Pastors Don Niswonger and Carol FIndon 

“Lead with Love” is sponsoring a series of six learning opportunities each month 
for the People of Grace entitled “Love Opens Doors,” with the intention of 
creating a dialogue over the intentional inclusion of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender persons.  Using the four organizing resources of Scripture, Tradi-
tion, Experience and Reason, the six monthly sessions will  
examine our theological understandings of homosexuality and God’s will for 
individuals and the church.  These are the principles of discernment used in 
testing truth:   
1. Experience is both the lens through which and the source from which we 
receive information. 
2. Scripture is the primary source of our faith. 
3. Tradition is found in church history and in habits we form in our lives. 
4. Reason is the cognitive tool we use to interpret the three sources of theol-
ogy and is integrated in our experiences of life, in our study of scripture, and 
in the traditions we encounter in our personal lives and in the church. 
 

On Sunday, October 13, Rev. Dr. Blaine Rader will lead us in a “graceful en-
gagement” toward a Covenant for Discussion as we begin to explore our 
evolving faith. This will be held in Fellowship Hall from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
beginning with a light brunch.  Rev. Dr. Rader has had careers in parish minis-
try, academic teaching and administration of pastoral counseling centers.  He 
holds advanced degrees from Drew University, University of Michigan, Wayne 
State University, United Theological Seminary, and Notre Dame.  He is a li-
censed Clinical Psychologist in Illinois and a Diplomate of the American Asso-
ciation of Pastoral Counselors.  He has assisted other congregations in choos-
ing to become Welcoming and Reconciling.  He is a retired elder in the UMC 
and husband of Bishop Sharon Rader. 
 

On Sunday, November 10, Rev. Gregory Gross will present our second 
learning opportunity, “Experience and Reason.”  Rev. Gross is an ordained 
deacon in the UMC and chair of the Northern Illinois Order of Deacons. His 
primary appointment is as In-Person Counselor at AIDS Legal Council of Chi-
cago; his secondary appointment is at Berry UMC, a Reconciling Congregation, 
in the Lincoln Square neighborhood of Chicago, where he teaches children's 
Sunday School. Previously, he served as Clinical Manager of the HIV Testing 
and Prevention Program - Center on Halsted, the most comprehensive 
LGBTQ community center in the Midwest.  In 2009, he was selected to join 
the 12-member Caravan of Deacons to Zimbabwe to assist Project Tariro, an 
initiative of UM Deacons, Africa University and the Zimbabwe Conferences of 
the UMC to provide holistic support for those living with HIV/AIDS. He now 
serves on the Board of Directors of Friends of Project Tariro and returned to 
Zimbabwe in 2011.  He was a clergy delegate to the 2012 General Conference 
of the UMC, where he served on the Church and Society board, addressing 
issues of health care, mental health, human sexuality and gender identity. 

 

 

Love Opens Doors 
Six	Learning	
Opportunities	for	the		
People	of	Grace	
10:30a.m.	(beginning	with	
light	brunch)		through	12:30	
p.m.	In	Fellowship	Hall	

October 13, 2013 
“A Covenant for  

Discussion” 
Rev. Dr. Blaine Rader 

November 10, 2013 
“Experience  
and Reason” 

Rev. Gregory Gross 
 

Future sessions are on:  
Dec. 8; Jan. 12;  

Feb. 9; and March 9 
Details to come 

 Saturday Evening Worship…Mark Your Calendars! 
Every week, Saturday Evening Worship offers an intimate circle of worship, with 
inspiring message and music.  Twice per month, healing prayer with anointing oils 
is offered for those who wish to come forward.  This month, healing services are 
on October 12 and October 26, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center.  On Saturday, 
November 9, there will be a special Saturday Evening Worship as an alternative 
to worship on November 10, when attendance is expected to be lower due to 
road blockages in accommodation of the Naperville Marathon.   

 

5  

 

        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  If you would like to see the long-standing 
“Animal Attraction” column continue, please send photos and 
descriptions of your family's pets or wildlife you have snapped  
in your yard, on vacation, safari, etc. to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  
Please make sure that photos were taken by you or someone 
you know—no Internet downloads, please.  Photos will be re-
turned upon request.  Photos and animal “bio’s” are published 
in the order received.  If you would like to see your pet in an 
upcoming issue of Grace Notes, contact us today! 

   Blessing of the Animals a Holy Howl 
Again this year, the Blessing of the Animals on October 5 
was held inside due to inclement weather.  But, that did 
not deter the sweet service honoring our beloved animal 
friends, including those who have passed away.  About 20 
dogs and cats came with their families to be blessed by 
Pastors Bob and Lisa, who touched each one with a bless-
ing and a friendly pat on the head.  Among several songs 
relating to God’s creatures great and small, W. Francisco’s 
“God and Dog” was a favorite, sung beautifully and mov-
ingly by Vickie Wagner.  At the end of the service, many of 
the dogs added their own voices to the closing group song! 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Marlene Araya, wife of Fernando Araya 
Zachary Gobeli, uncle of Myriah, Omar and Xi Amman 
Cyndee Hale, cousin of Judy Cornett 
Clifford Holmes, father of Karen Snyder 
David Mahabir, brother and uncle of Ruth and Nadia Kanhai 
Tom Nettling, friend of Don and Barbara Slaby 
Matt Orcutt, friend of Pam Hayes 
George Valish, Jr., father of Pam Riley’s fiancé, George Valish III 
Ari Zymelman, friend of Laurel Fleming 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
Don Burney celebrates his 98th birthday on October 17; please 
send greetings to 4415 Bluebird Dr., Midland, MI 48640 
Maddyn Cherie Bell, daughter of Emily and Jeremy Bell, grand-
daughter of Susan Mocny, and great-granddaughter of Joan Stelle, 
was born on August 29 
Kaitlyn Ryleigh Casey, daughter of Jennifer and Michael Casey, 
granddaughter of Letty and Steve Peters, was born on September 1 
Joshua Christopher McCoy, son of Christopher and Megan 
McCoy and grandson of Michael and Anne McCoy, was born on 
September 8 
Kevin Michaels and Maitlyn Lucatordo were married on Sep-
tember 14 
Sadie Kaprice Siok, daughter of Jason and Andrea Siok and 
granddaughter of Amy and Paul Williams, was born September 23 

                                  Baptisms 
Abigail Grace Sautter, daughter of Brian and Melissa Sautter, 
was baptized on September 15 
Jacob Lloyd Barbeau, son of Jeffrey and Aimee Barbeau, was 
baptized on September 22 

Welcome, New Members (New members listed in bold) 
Jerry and Sue Christie 
Val Perry 
Vikas and Kriti Sukh and children Pranati and Prannay 
Sarah Usry and Matt Stallman 
Amy Whitt, husband Jeremy and sons Jack and Mark 

   A Poem For Ruth Ladd  

The time had come for her to go 
the agony was done, 

the pain had stopped, the fear dissolved 
her freedom finally won. 

She lingered at the open door 
that final pause unplanned 

for one last thought about her life 
and all the years it spanned. 

A childhood spent with little care 
she then recalled so clear 

and things that happened decades past 
appeared again so near. 

Then passing through that open door 
a smile upon her face, 

she went to meet her final fate 
in some other time and space. 

She had lingered at that open door 
one final time to see 

a life on earth, well lived, well spent,  
her final memory. 

October 2013 

This poem 
was  

written by 
Ruth’s 

son, 
Charles 

Ladd.  He 
read it at 

her grave-
side  

memorial 
service on 

Septem-
ber 14, 

2013.  
Ruth died 
last year 

at the age 
of 108. 


