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My little beagle, Maggie, came into my life on May 16, 2009, 
when I adopted her from ADOPT here in Naperville.  I had 
lost my dachshund, Peter, a few weeks earlier and was feel-
ing great need for another dog.  I went out to ADOPT and 
walked through their cage area . . . and there she was . . . 
clearly saying to me, “Choose me, choose ME!”  As is 
ADOPT’s practice, the person in charge invited me to sit in 
a private room with Maggie.  The door was closed, I sat 
down, and she immediately rushed over and huddled against 
my feet.  We fell in love at that very moment!  After taking 
a walk outside, we returned inside to the desk and began 
the adoption process.  All they could tell me about her 
background was that she had been picked up a few days 
earlier as a stray in Sandwich, Illinois, and subsequently 
brought to ADOPT by whoever maintains that connection.  
They knew nothing more.   
 

It was such a thrill to leave ADOPT with this precious little 
dog.  We drove home.  With her leash in my hand, we 
walked clear through the whole house.  I showed her 
where her food and water would always be, and I explained 
to her that this was now her home and that she could sit 
on any chair or sofa she wanted at any time.  Our first out-
ing was to the vet, of course.  Dr. Reed could only guess at 
her age by examining her teeth.  He estimated her to be 

about 
five 
years 
old— 
which 
makes 
her 
about 
eight 
years 
old 
now.  I 
believe she must have been loved in her earlier life because 
she is full of love—quick to receive and to give.  She has a 
quiet personality.  She is calm with people who come to my 
house, only wanting to greet them and to be petted a bit. 
 

I am so thankful to God for this little doggie.  She is a 
sweetheart.  She seldom leaves my side, choosing to follow 
me if I change rooms for any reason.  And I am thankful for 
ADOPT and the wonderful work they do to save animals.  I 
am also thankful for the Blessing of the Animals!  It moves 
me deeply, as I am sure it does all who come.  I give thanks 
to God for His precious gift of dogs.   
 

Blessed by a Four-Legged Friend   By Harriet McCabe 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS IS THIS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 5:00 P.M. ON THE NORTH LAWN (WEATHER PERMITTING;  
ACTIVITY CENTER IN CASE OF RAIN).  ALL WELL-BEHAVED, LEASHED OR CAGED ANIMALS AND THEIR OWNERS ARE WELCOME. 

Maggie 
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Serving God at Grace United Methodist Church 

Last month, some of our congregation took 
part in an “Exploring Your Spiritual Gifts” 
workshop, an experience in self-discovery 
that helped participants to identify which 
special gifts God has given them and how 
they can better use those gifts to serve God 
and Grace.  We all have spiritual gifts, those 
qualities and aptitudes that come naturally to 
us, whether or not we share them or are 
even aware of them.  For this year’s fall 
stewardship campaign, each of us will be 
asked to offer the church more than our  
financial support in the year 2013.  Along 

with an Estimate of Giving card (the “gifts” part 
that we’re accustomed to), each family will re-
ceive a “Five Commitments” form to respond 
to, asking them to also pledge their prayers for 
Grace, their presence at Grace, their witness 
to their faith, and, in particular, their service to 
Grace.  In all, there are over 180 ways to ac-
tively serve listed on this form—and there is 
always room for new ideas.  The service form 
can be filled out by hand or completed online 
(beginning the third week of October; please 
visit www.peopleofgrace.org and click the “Five 
Commitments” link on the home page).  Please 
begin praying now about these Five Commit-
ments and respond to them on or before Com-
mitment Sunday, November 11.   

Wed., October 10, 6:30pm 
HARVEST HOME CELEBRATION 
For well over 100 years, Grace has cele-
brated God’s great bounty with our 
Harvest Home event.  Join us this year 
in Fellowship Hall for a potluck dinner 
(turkey provided), recognition of our 
newest and most long-standing mem-
bers, entertainment from the Chorus of 
DuPage, featuring some of our own 
Grace men choristers, and presentation 
of the Harvest Home service award.  
Tickets are on sale October 7 in the 
Activity Center as well as in the church 
office during the week.  Cost is $5 per 
person; max. $20 per family (children six 
and under are free).  Please bring a dish 
to share and your own dinnerware.   
Proceeds benefit roof repairs at our sis-
ter church, Trinity UMC in Joliet.   
 

Sun., October 14, 12:30pm 
30TH ANNUAL CROP WALK 
Over the past 29 years, the Naperville 
Area CROP Walk has raised over 
$1million for local, regional and national 

efforts to fight hunger.  In honor of 
CROP’s 30th anniversary, the Grace 
team would like to raise our walkers 
and funds by 30% over last year.  We 
can do it!  Sign up to walk or donate on 
October 7 in the Activity Center or 
online now at peopleofgrace.org.  Click 
the CROP Walk link on our home page, 
then click on “Grace UMC Walkers” on 
the scrolling roll call.  Prizes will be giv-
en to those who contribute $50 or 
more.  Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. 
inside the Grace building; step-off is at 
1:30 p.m. from the lower parking lot.      
 

Fri., October 26, 6:00pm 
MEN’S FALL FORUM 
Men of Grace and the community are 
welcome to Fellowship of Christian 
Men’s Fall Forum, beginning with dinner 
at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, followed 
by a program from former Drug En-
forcement Agency Assistant Special 
Agent Richard Tucker.  Mr. Tucker will 
share how his faith journey was impact-
ed by his work with the DEA.  RSVP 
with Bob Pacanowski at 630-355-0804 

or bobfod@aol.com.  Invite your 
friends, neighbors and co-workers.  
Women, encourage your husbands to 
get out of the house for a very worth-
while evening! 

Sun., October 28, 11:00am 
ALL-CHURCH FALL FESTIVAL 

Families, don’t 
miss this 3rd 
annual fun fall 
event in the 
lower Grace 
parking lot, fea-
turing tasty 

lunch, horse-drawn hay rides, hay bale 
maze, trunk or treating, hay wagon 
rides, Moon Jump, Nascar simulator, 
cupcakes-for-kids UNICEF mission, 
pumpkin judging (bring yours from 
home), games, crafts, pumpkin patch 
photos, and more!  Tickets are on sale 
in the Activity Center beginning Octo-
ber 14 and in the church office ($4 per 
person/$15 max. per family).  Costume 
parade at 12:15, so bring your costume 
(no scary or violent themes, please).  
Invite your friends and family!   

Coming This Month at Grace... 
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Pastor’s Journal       
     

What are the five commitments of membership at Grace United Methodist Church? 
 

Prayers – We commit to make prayer a part of our lives.  This fall, I am recommending that people 
join me in a daily 90-second experiment.  Once a day, every day for three weeks, take 90 seconds to 
count your blessings.  This simple exercise strengthens the soul and makes us spiritually alive. 

 

Presence – We commit to what John Wesley called the “ordinances of God”; that is, we commit to the practice of pub-
lic worship.  Prayer is private; worship is public, whether in a family setting or in church.  The experience of God’s pres-
ence is transformed and affirmed in sharing it with others. 
 

Gifts – We commit to a spirit of radical generosity.  Stewardship means budgeting, planning, and discerning the legacy we 
leave behind.   
 

Service – We commit ourselves to serve Christ in all we do.  In our lives at church we commit to building up the 
church, the body of Christ.  Our fall “Five Commitments” stewardship campaign is about connecting the dots. 
 

Witness – We commit ourselves to being Christ’s representatives in the world.  There is no greater message about the 
Gospel of Christ than the witness of God’s people as we live our lives.   
 

Our five commitments make all the difference.  They are the glue that holds a life full of faith together.  Join us in a new 
day at Grace as we take our five commitments more seriously.        

                Grace and Peace, 

October 2012 

By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

When are you aware of 
your deep yearning for 
God?  What triggers in 
you that recognition of 
God’s presence, or ab-
sence, in your life?  After 
a very active summer, I 
enter with joy a new 
season of growing to-
gether at Grace.   
 

In June, I had the privi-
lege of serving with100 
of our Side-by-Siders, 
reflecting together on 
“armoring up” in faith as 
God’s servants.  We met 
wonderful people in 
Jonesboro, AR, and 
learned more about 
God’s presence in our 
lives as we reached out 
to help meet their need 
for affordable housing.   
 

On our vacation trip this 
year, our family had a 
memorial service for 
Rodney’s mother, who 
died this past spring.   
As we remembered her 
life together and shared 
favorite stories of her 
faith and love for life, I 
again gave thanks that 

she gifted us with her 
presence in our home 
the year that Rodney  
was diagnosed and treat-
ed for cancer.  In so 
many ways she made our 
struggle easier, and in 
small ways we know we 
made her life better, too.  
The Spirit of God blessed 
us all and allowed us to 
bring blessing and com-
fort to each other. 
 

Next, we journeyed to 
my mother’s home in 
assisted living at Pleasant 
Hill, TN.  As we pre-
pared her for a trip 
home to share in my 
cousin’s wedding, we had 
to assess her ability to 
cope with the trip and 
our ability to care for 
her.  Clearly the demen-
tia continues, although its 
progress has been 
slowed by medicine.   
God continues to teach 
us about the circle of life, 
care-giving, and an 
awareness of grace and 
love that accepts the ebb 
and flow of life.   
 

With the Kenya Mission 
Team in July, I rejoiced in 
Grace’s homecoming to 
Kenya, to their leaders 
who welcomed us back 
with open arms and 
hearts, called us by name, 
and celebrated working 
with us again in Maua and 
Meru. The Jirani children 
warmed our hearts again 
and shared with us their 
vision for a new boarding 
school near Nairobi.  
The hospital in Maua 
shared with us opportu-
nities to teach, nurse, do 
dental work, make chap-
laincy calls, and do much 
needed painting and plas-
tering.  In Meru, we 
reached out to children 
at rural schools, at the 
school for the deaf, and 
at a boarding school for 
blind children.  We 
learned from the children 
that God’s love and spirit 
shine through those who 
long for love and find joy 
in the embrace of 
strangers.   
 

In August, I went back to 

“my spiritual place,” the 
Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, for learning 
and sharing about God’s 
Word and tradition to 
bring life to our hearts 
and spirits today.  I come 
away from these times of 
continuing education 
refreshed in body and 
spirit, thankful for the 
deepening of my walk 
with God and others.   
 

And so, this fall, I cele-
brate opportunities I 
have to continue our 
ministry with the people 
of Kenya and the people 
of Volgograd, Russia, 
where we plan to return 
next year to partner with 
our sister churches as 
they continue to grow in 
outreach and service to 
their community.   
 

I look forward to a book 
study with staff on spir-
itual practices and to 
sharing those practices 
with our congregation 
and community.  I also 
look forward to 
“deepening our prayer” 

in an evening small group 
study and continuing to 
share with my Monday 
Sisters group about “the 
Resolution for Women.”   
 

How do you assuage 
your yearning for God?  
Have you helped at 
Hesed House?  Are you 
teaching our children?  
Will you walk with 
friends for CROP?  Will 
you be blessed at a Sat-
urday night healing ser-
vice?  Will you bring 
your pets to be blessed, 
and remember God’s gift 
of love through these 
least of his creatures?  
What small group study 
or Sunday School class 
have you chosen to par-
ticipate in, to grow in 
faith? 
 

Come and meet Christ 
with your community of 
faith, that your yearning 
for God may begin to be 
met and filled with God’s 
grace.  On the journey  
with you, 

“It is in my times of silence that I am most powerfully moved by a deep yearning for God…”   
—Sister Macrina Wiederkehr, OSB, author of Abide: Keeping Vigil with the Word of God 
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Did you know that the word "anoint" 
and other words like it appear 156 
times in the Bible?  Anointing in the 
Bible did not always mean with oil. 
When Jesus healed the blind man in 
John 9, he moistened a piece of clay 
with his saliva and applied it to his 
eyes. John 9:11 says, "a man named 
Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes." 
 

“Anoint” may also mean being chosen 
or appointed by God or the Holy Spir-
it. There are 10 different references to 
being anointed with no oil required.  
 

Anointing was also an act of hospitality 
in Jewish homes. When an important 
guest arrived, perfumed oil was 
poured on the head and feet, then 
massaged into the skin. It was a sign of 
welcome and used as a greeting. Aro-
matic or essential oils from plants 
were always mixed with another more 
readily available oil, such as olive or 
almond oil.  The anti-infective proper-
ties of the essential oils soothed any 
cuts or abrasions acquired during trav-
el, and their analgesic properties 
soothed aching feet. Imagine how won-
derful that foot massage must have felt 
after the visitor had walked many miles 
either barefoot or in open sandals! 
 

References to kings and anointing oc-
cur 61 times in the Bible, while anoint-
ing of priests is found more than 30 
times.  When priests were anointed, it 
always meant using the holy anointing 

oil referred to in Exodus 30:23-24. 
Here, God gives the recipe to Moses 
for this Holy Anointing Oil. The recipe 
includes: 
 

        500 shekels of myrrh 
        500 shekels of cassia 
        250 shekels of cinnamon 
        250 shekels of calamus 
        1 hin of olive oil 
 

I am pretty sure most of your kitchen 
cupboards, like mine, don't have the 
measuring utensils for shekels and 
hins! 500 shekels equals about 12.5 
pounds, and 1 hin is about a gallon, 
according to the Complete Jewish Bi-
ble. Therefore, this recipe would ulti-
mately make 22.3 liters, or 23.6 quarts, 
almost 6 gallons of Holy Anointing Oil! 
 

Myrrh, cassia, and cinnamon are oils 
we could find if we wanted to make 
this blend. Not so with calamus, how-
ever. The olive oil to be used in the 
holy anointing oil is specified to be the 
"first" or "beaten" oil of the olive. We 
would know this as virgin or extra-
virgin olive oil, not just "refined" or 
"pure." Exodus 30:25-31includes spe-
cific instructions for this oil, with the 
intention of using it "...throughout your 
generations." Read this passage 
through verse 33 for instructions from 
God and further insight into this oil 
blend.  
 

Here at Grace, we use a sacred oil 

that is a combi-
nation of frank-
incense and 
myrrh in a car-
rier oil, or a 
combination of 
both. Our Sat-
urday Evening 
Worship ser-
vice is a small, 
more intimate 
time of worship 
in the Activity 
Center from 5:00-6:00 p.m. Twice a 
month, we focus on healing with our 
music and the opportunity to be 
anointed with healing oil, after praying 
over the oil that will be used. A special 
prayer is offered for those who desire 
to be anointed and prayed with. Please 
join us on Saturday evenings and avail 
yourself of the opportunity to experi-
ence the power of prayer and anoint-
ing.        

Watch Grace Notes for more infor-
mation about healing oils in the New 
Testament and what Jesus taught 
about them.  If you have further ques-
tions, please don't hesitate to contact 
me to explore this topic further at 
630-355-1748, ext. 229.  
 
Healing oils services this month are on 
October 13 and October 27 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Activity Center.   
 

Anointing in the Bible    By Parish Nurse Pam Riley 
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CHURCH “LITE” 
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Before Kony 2012, there 
was Ishmael Beah. Born in 
Sierra Leone in 1980, he 
was swept up in that coun-

try’s civil war. Travelling on foot to another village with 
friends to compete in a music and dance contest, he learns 
that their village has been overrun and his family likely 
killed.  Eventually he and his companions find themselves 
conscripted into the fighting.  A Long Way Gone is Beah’s 
account of his experiences, a rare glimpse at war through 
the eyes of a child soldier. Beah continues to work with 
UNICEF to end the practice of using children as combatants 
and to support the rehabilitation of children who have been 
overcome by prolonged exposure to violence, abuse, and 
exploitation and their transition back to their communities.  

Would you like to become in-
volved with the Grace Church 
Library? Volunteers and new 
committee members are always 
welcome.  Please contact me 
(angelamc803@yahoo.com) or 
committee chair Treva 
Brashears (tbrashears@ 
wowway.com) for more infor-
mation and the date of our 
next committee meeting. We 
look forward to hearing from 
you!  
 
“Visit the Library to grow in 
the knowledge of your faith.” 

By Angela McCurdy 

Feature of the Month:  A Long Way Gone 

7th Annual Women’s Event! 
“Celebrate the Season”  

Women, save the date for the 7th Annual 
“Celebrate the Season” on Wednesday, No-
vember 28, featuring T.V. host, life coach 
and former Ms. Korea-Chicago Sunmee 
Choi, whose shining personality and stead-
fast faith has helped women of all ages to be 

their best for His highest.  This beautiful evening 
begins at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall with table viewing and 
catered dinner served by the men of Grace.  Following dinner 
and before Ms. Choi’s program, the Grace Praise Team will 
offer a few songs from their Christmas musical, “The First No-
el,” to be presented in worship on December 9.  “Celebrate 
the Season” tickets are $20 per person, on sale in the Activity 
Center November 11 and 18.  If you would like further infor-
mation or to host a table, contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-
4734.  Invite your friends, family members, and neighbors! 

 

A Memorial Service in the Lacy Garden will 
be part of our All Saints’ Day commemora-
tion on Sunday, November 4.  The service 
will begin in the Garden (courtyard area) at 
12:15 p.m. in honor of those buried in the 
Garden and others who are being remem-
bered on All Saints’ Day.  Pastor Bob Atkins 
will conduct a short memorial service, fol-

lowed by the lighting of votive candles as loved ones are hon-
ored.  I hope you will join me, Ginny Lacy, for this meaningful 
day.  Please call me with any questions at 630-420-7440.   

October is Breast  
Cancer Awareness 
Month...Remember to 
Donate Blood October 8 
in Honor of Someone  

 

Heartland Blood Center will be at Grace on Monday, 
October 8, 3:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall in a blood 
drive for those who wish to offer the gift of life.  Donate 
in honor of those who have lost their lives or are strug-
gling with breast cancer, as October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness month.  Please register online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org, and click the “Sign Up to Give 
Blood On October 8” link on the home page.  Walk-ins 
are welcome, but advance registration is most appreciat-
ed to ensure adequate beds.  Photo ID required. 

“OPEN GYM” Every Wednesday niGht 7:00-8:30pm 
ROOm 234 - fun, faith and fellOwship fOr  

           yOuth!yOuth!  

GYM:GYM:  
Grace Grace   
yOuthyOuth  
Ministry! Ministry!   
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Since 1983, Hesed House has opened 
its doors to countless homeless people 
in Aurora and surrounding areas.  For 
nearly as long, Grace member Jill Sally 
has opened her heart to them.  “In my 
25 years at Hesed, some [guests] have 
grown old with me,” says Jill, who co-
ordinates the 7:00 p.m. second Tues-
day of the month shift served by volun-
teers at Grace (including Mary Scrog-
gins, Joan Stokely and Merrill Litchfield, 
who regularly prepare and pick up food 
for the shelter).  Explaining that there 
are essentially two types of Hesed 
guests, the “chronic home-
less” (addicts, those who are mentally 
deficient) and those in short-term need 
of food and shelter, Jill has seen more 
people come through Hesed House 
this year than ever before.   “We had 
as many as 225 guests at one time this 
summer,” she remarked, adding that  
“a lot of people are just a paycheck 
away from being homeless.”   
 

The second largest shelter in the state 
of Illinois, Hesed House is a “premium 
shelter,” serving as a prototype and 
helping other shelters to become es-
tablished.  The facility, once Aurora’s 
municipal incinerator, has two sections.  
One, a PADS shelter (Public Action to 
Deliver Shelter), serves clients one day 
at a time for temporary periods of 
time.  Or, at least, that is the intent:  
“Some are there almost every night,” 
said Jill.  The other section is where 
those who are trying to get out of 
homelessness can stay for up to two 
years.  These clients, who must be re-
ferred, are offered classes in childcare, 
cooking, money management, etc.  

“The kind of things they’ll need to 
know when they get out, things that 
others take for granted,” says Jill.   
 

Currently, due to a refurbishing pro-
ject, the shelter’s kitchen has no warm-
ing facilities, and people are temporari-
ly being served cold meals.  According 
to Jill, the upheaval has been difficult, 
but guests are still offered quality meals 
featuring such items as ham, tasty cas-
seroles, salads and the like, and Jill in-
sists that they have homemade des-
serts.   “I believe we should give some-
thing of our-
selves,” she 
says, “and I 
have always 
been so 
proud of 
Grace; peo-
ple know 
that on the 
second 
Tuesday of the month, they’re going to 
be served very good food—the best 
meal of the month!”   
 

While many at Grace have volunteered 
at Hesed House over the years, includ-
ing our youth, Jill notes that it’s not for 
everyone.  “Some people are uncom-
fortable going to a homeless shelter 
and talking to people who need a meal, 
and they don’t go back.  But I never 
want someone to feel guilty about not 
going back.”  Remarks the 65-year-old 
grandmother of four, “Kids are the 
best volunteers; they don’t have the 
prejudices that adults can have, and the 
guests just love them.  It’s very reward-
ing to take my sixth grade grandson to 

Hesed House 
with me.”  
 

A welfare case 
worker upon 
graduating 
from college, 
Jill realized 
long ago how 
much she en-
joyed helping 
people.  When 
Temple Builders, 
Grace’s long-

standing 
exercise class, initiated our 
church’s involvement with 
Hesed House 26 years ago, Jill 

jumped on board and has 
never gotten off.   “I was lack-
ing something in my life, and 
Hesed House was the ticket.”  
With emotion in her voice, she 
says that the gratitude she re-

ceives from guests at Hesed House is 
her greatest reward.  “The ‘thank you 
for being here, God bless you for com-
ing’ is more thanks than you can get in 
a month at home.  To know you’re so 
loved for the little bit that you do is 
very gratifying. “   
 
If you would like to help Hesed House, 
please visit www.hesedhouse.org. Financial 
donations are always needed, and volun-
teer help is most needed during the day 
hours.  If you attended the “Gift of Love” 
Christmas benefit concert at Grace last 
year, 100% of the concert’s $6,000 pro-
ceeds benefited Hesed House.  Thank you 
for your support! 

 Jill Sally Dedicates 25 Years to Hesed House     By Barb Ceruti 

Jill Sally has been a 
volunteer at Hesed 
House for the past 25 
years.   “A	lot	of	people	are	just	a	paycheck	away	from	being	homeless.”	

Mistletoe Marketplace NoV. 10-11 

United Methodist Women have been preparing for months for their annual Mistletoe Marketplace, 
crafting and quilting beautiful items.  Mistletoe Marketplace this year is on Saturday, November 10, 
9:00am-1:00pm in Fellowship Hall, and on Sunday, November 11, in the Activity Center.  Come shop 
for unique, hand-crafted gifts for everyone on your list—including you!  In addition to items for sale, 
there will be a Silent Auction—FOR WHICH ITEMS ARE NEEDED!—and a quilt drawing on November 
10.  Please donate auction and sale items outside of Margaret Harrison’s office in the lounge by Sunday, November 4.  No “white 
elephants,” please.  Contact Darlene Noerenberg-Schille (630-355-8994) or Ro Willard (630-357-5651) for more information.   

SILENT AUCTION 
 Items Needed! NO White  Elephants,  Please! 
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A Grand Concert Occasion  
Including: 

♦ Beloved carols with choirs and orchestra 
♦ Beautiful choral arrangements 
♦ Christmas Classics 
♦ The Grace Chancel Choir, Chamber 

Singers, Youth Treble Chorus, Soloists 
♦ The Chicago Symphony Civic Orchestra 
♦ World-class guest artists (TBA Oct. 7) 
 

Details of concert times, guest speakers and musicians are 
being finalized at publication time. Stop by on October 7  

for all the information. 

October 2012 

Bradley Ellingboe’s 

Requiem 
All Saints’ Sunday 

November 4 
8:15 & 9:30 services 

The Chancel Choir and instrumental ensemble will present Ellingboe’s beautiful 
“Requiem” in observance of All Saints’ Sunday. This inspiring work employs portions of the 
ancient liturgical Requiem text, woven together with inspiring English texts.  The musical 
language is tuneful, as it explores the range of thoughts of All Saints.  
From the ethereal evocation of eternity, to outpourings of lament and loss, vivid bursts of 
high praise with the angels, and in hopeful passages of beauty, we are reminded of the 
peace and hope of heaven. The service will include Holy Communion and the reading of 
the names of our loved ones who have gone before us over the past year. 

Music, Worship and the Arts at Grace… it’s not too late to join us! 

“The Gift of  Love”...Christmas Benefit Concert 
Two presentations on Sunday afternoon/evening  

December 16, 2012 
 

The First Noel 

Sunday, Dec 9 
8:15, 9:30 & 11am 

The Grace Praise Team, band and instrumental ensemble present 
this Advent musical offering at all three morning services.  
Christmas music with a contemporary flair will be enhanced by a  
beautiful media backdrop. 

Ticket Launch Day 
Sunday, October 7 

Between services (9:15 & 10:30) 
in the Activity Center 

♦ Reserved Tickets go on sale 
♦ Get tickets early for best seating 
♦ Guest artists announced 
♦ Exact times announced 
♦ Adults $20 
♦ Seniors 65+ $18 
♦ Students/Children $10 
♦ $55 max. for immediate family 

$20/$18/$10 
Proceeds will purchase  
12,000 meals through 

Feed My Starving Children 
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        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, please 
send your favorite animal photos to the editor, Barb  
Ceruti, at barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in 
the office (photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos 
do not have to be of domesticated pets; they can also be of ani-
mals you see in the wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken 
by someone you know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please 
submit a write-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a de-
scription of where you photographed the animal).  Photos will be 
published in the order received, unless the photo applies only to 
a particular time of year.   
 

“Maggie” McCabe is our featured pet of 
the month.  Please see back cover to 
read about her as well as the Blessing of 
the Animals service on October 6.   

Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

 

Myron Allen, father of Michael Allen 
Jan Pearce (J.P.) Meador, brother of Jeff Meador 
Ron Scoville, husband of Lorraine Scoville 
Vickie Niederhofer, friend of Gaye Lynn Loufek         

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Don Burney celebrates his 97th birthday on October 17; 
please send greetings c/o Patricia Burk, 4415 Bluebird Dr., 
Midland, MI  48640 
Larry and Peggie Getz celebrated 40 years of marriage on 
September 2 
Charles and Pat Spencer recently celebrated 50 years of 
marriage 
Bob and Jaci Tschirhart recently celebrated 25 years of 
marriage 
Darlene and Joe Schille celebrated one year of marriage 
on September 30 
Chris and Gail Lindsay celebrated 30 years of marriage on 
October 2 
CPT John Kline and Jorjann Mayer were married on 
September 8 
Shaun Robert Pergande and Micheline Marie Sabatte 
were married on September 8 
Casey Manchester and Edgar Slater IV were married 
on September 15 
Amelia Montague and Carl Sword were married on 
September 29 
 

         Welcome, New Members 
              New members are listed in bold face 
 

Susan Barron, husband Tim, and children Katy, Tim, Jr. and  
Patrick   
Gary Blust  
Marilyn DiCola 
Joel Kristianson, wife Karen, and daughters Sonja and Anna 
April and Gary Ricketts and sons Martrael and Joshua 
Jason and Becky Thorn, who are expecting their first child 
very soon 
Luke and Heidi Banderbloemen and children Julie and 
Mark 
Jim and Rachel Grana and children Elizabeth and Ozzie  
Hermes 
                              

                            Letters 
Dear Grace Church, 
 

I would like to thank all my church family who were so kind to 
send me greetings for my 90th birthday.  Your thoughtfulness was 
truly appreciated. 
 

    —Barbara (B.J.) Bogguss 
 

          

 

In Honor of Winnie Graver 
By Ellen Burrows 
 

innie Graver would have been 
95 years old on October 20.  
Her family gave her an 80th 

party in Fellowship Hall in 1997, and the 
United Methodist Women had a grand 
celebration for her 90th in 2007 in the 
Activity Center.  Winnie enjoyed and 
appreciated both of these parties.  Her sons and their 
families attended both, and many cards were given and 
pictures taken.  In 2007, when her 90th was over, Win-
nie said her thank you’s and announced, “This is my last 
one.”  Of course, we all said, “Oh, no, we will begin our 
plans for your 95th in 2012.”  However, God had other 
plans, and we here at Grace had a Service of Celebra-
tion for Winifred Mae Graver on May 5, 2012.  Winnie 
was right, and God had His plans for her life.   
 

Winnie and I became friends almost 25 years ago when I 
came to Grace.  She soon learned I was a “Southern 
Methodist,” and she wanted to update our church histo-
ry to include more Methodist backgrounds.  We met 
for lunch several times and had “study sessions,” where 
I learned about the Evangelical United Brethren and she 
about the Methodist Protestant South and Methodist 
Episcopal.  Both of us celebrate October birthdays, so 
we always shared a “birthday lunch” at Colonial each 
year.   
 

As we became deep friends, I learned far more from her 
than she from me.  We shared no gifts, other than our 
Christian faith and our love of God and His church—
Grace.   


