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Grace Teen Joins Forces with Horses to Help Disabled Children  By Barb Ceruti 

O ctober is the month 
during which religious 

organizations typically engage 
in the Franciscan ceremony 
of blessing animals, Grace 
Church included (see page 5).  
But not very far from here, 
there is a place where the 
animals are doing the bless-
ing.   
 

Ready Set Ride (RSR) in 
Plainfield, IL, is a therapeutic 
recreation facility assisting 
special-needs or terminally ill 
children by providing horse-
back riding services.  RSR 
makes use of many volun-
teers in its mission to foster 
balance, confidence, coordi-
nation, motor and social skills 
in those with special needs.  
Grace teen Rachel Sterchi is 
one such volunteer, working 
with the children and horses 

every Thursday afternoon for 
three hours.  
 

Sixteen-year-old Rachel, a 
junior at Naperville Central 
High, discovered RSR a year 
ago at a KidsMatter volunteer 
fair.  “I used to ride horses, 
so I was very interested in 
working with horses at the 
time,” said Rachel.  But now, 
it’s the children who have 
captured her heart.  “The 
kids will steal your heart 
away, and you will want to 
work with disabled kids 
more.”  Children at RSR have 
a variety of disabilities, most 
of them cognitive, but some 
physical and emotional as 
well.  “The most rewarding 
aspect of my work is getting 
to see the children have fun, 
especially the younger ones 
who get really excited and 

clap, laugh, and scream when 
we trot,” says Rachel, whose 
duties at RSR include provid-
ing physical support for the 
riders, assisting them with 
games and activities, and do-
ing barn chores.   

As for how the horses aid 
the children, Rachel explains 
that they help them to speak, 
as they are trained to re-
spond to verbal commands.  
The horses’ body heat and 
constant motion also help 
riders exercise muscles they 
don’t normally use.   
 

While Rachel enjoys her 
work at RSR, it is not without 
its challenges. “Sometimes 
the rider does not cooperate 
with the activity because they 
don’t understand it or they 
just don’t want to do it.”   

But Rachel is quick to empha-
size that volunteering at RSR 
is a “fantastic, amazing” expe-
rience that she is thrilled to 
be a part of.   
 

To find out more about services 
or volunteering at RSR (adults 
needed, too), visit 
ReadySetRide.org.  You can also 
help by attending RSR’s 6th 
Annual Benefit Auction on  
November 5.   

Rachel Sterchi  
and a friend 

WOMEN, SAVE NOVE,MBER 3O FOR “CELEBRATE THE SEASON”!   
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Opening Doors to Special-
Needs Children and Youth 
The Grace Open Doors Ministry is opening 
doors to all this Saturday, October 8, 8:15 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the Activity Center.  A 
seminar entitled “Everyone’s Included:  
Opening Doors through Spiritual Educa-
tion for Special-Needs Children and 
Youth” will offer parents and families of 

special-needs children and youth, teachers, 
youth leaders, church staff, social service 

organizations, members of other congregations and faiths, and 
members of the community the necessary tools and strategies to 
provide spiritual education to those with special needs and to suc-
cessfully manage behavior issues in church and at home.  Led by 
author, dynamic speaker and Director of Church Services in the 
Christian Learning Network Barbara J. Newman, this half-day 
seminar follows this format: 
8:15am Check-In and Refreshments 
8:45am Welcome and Introductions 
9:00am Session I:  The Inclusion Tool Box  Modifications and tools 
to provide spiritual education to children and youth with special needs 
10:45am Break 
11:00am Session II:  The Behavior Management Playing Field  Strat-
egies to deal with behavior issues in congregation activities and at home 
12:30pm Conference End 
Register online at www.peopleofgrace.org/opendoorsseminar or in the 
church office.  Contact Mark or Laurel Fleming at 630-983-6624 or 
markwflemi@aol.com; laurellfleming@aol.com for more information. 

Dr. Osvaldo Vena Shares Music and 
Global Perspective October 8-9 

This Saturday, October 8, 7:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall, Professor Osval-
do Vena will present a peace concert 
with his all-volunteer “Still A Dream” 
band, benefiting children in need of 
hope and blessing in Israel, Palestine 
and Buenos Aires.  Dr. Vena’s belief 
that world peace can be achieved 
through the arts is at the heart of his 
music, which is set to the poetry and 

paintings of these Jewish, Arab and Argentine children.  
Concertgoers can enjoy a catered Italian beef dinner 
prior to the concert at 6:00 p.m., also in Fellowship 
Hall.  Dinner and concert tickets are $5 per person or 
$20 max. per family each, or $10/$40 for both dinner 
and concert.  Purchase tickets in the church office.  
“Still A Dream” CDs will be for sale at the concert, 
with 80% of the proceeds going to the schools that 
serve the children who inspire Still A Dream’s music.  
Find out more about the band’s music and mission at 
www.stilladream.com.  On Sunday, October 9, Dr. 
Vena (a Garrett Evangelical Seminary professor of 
New Testament Interpretation) will lecture at 9:30 in 
Fellowship Hall on “Understanding Scripture From a 
Global Perspective.”  He will also join Pastor Bob in 
preaching at the 11:00 worship service.  All are wel-
come to hear Dr. Vena’s important message! 

OCTOBER 8 

Coming Soon to Grace... Very! 
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J oin us on Celebration 
Sunday October 23!  

We will all bring our esti-
mate of giving cards to the 
worship services and dedi-
cate them to the service 
and ministry of God’s 
Church.  Anticipating the 
coming year, we will join 
together in making Chris-
tian ministry happen here 
among us, in Naperville 
and around the world.  
Look for your estimate of 

giving card in the mail the 
week of October 10. 
 

We are called to be gener-
ous people, and our gener-
osity results from the 
grace of gratitude in the 
heart.  The culmination of 
our reading together the 
book Practicing Extravagant 
Generosity: Daily Readings 
on the Grace of Giving will 
be this service of commit-
ment to ministry among 
us.  Come to be inspired, 

challenged and celebrated 
in this special Celebration 
Sunday service.   
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Pastor’s Journal         
 

Becoming Nehemiah People 
 

Against all odds, Nehemiah led his generation to rebuild their community.  He demonstrated the power 
that people of faith have:  the power of resiliency.  From the book of Nehemiah in the Bible we glean five 

steps in achieving this goal, and from the book Practicing Extravagant Generosity we find a cycle of commitment.  The two 
interact in this way: 

1.  Prepare with prayer and confession before God - Ministry flows from the heart 
2.  Make an honest assessment of the situation - Relationships are matters of the heart 
3.  Take up each task with commitment - Vision and hope are inspirations of the heart 
4.  Celebrate completion of each task with gratitude - Extravagant generosity is an expression of the heart 
5.  Dedicate accomplishments as an offering before God - Ministry flows from the heart 

 

Nehemiah people are resilient people.  They are people of faith.  People of grace do not give up.  Instead, they give in to 
God’s will as they understand it and commit to achieving the goals before them.  Through prayer, confession and honest 
assessment, they humbly take up the task of the day, commit themselves to being the person God calls them to be, dedi-
cate their accomplishments to the honor of God, sharing failures with Christ and living in the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

On the first four Sunday evenings in October, 6:00-7:00 p.m. in Room 231, I will lead discussions of the sermon theme for 
that day.  Please join me this month as we explore the themes of resiliency and generosity in our spiritual lives. 
           
         Grace and Peace, 

October 2011 

A s we antici-
pate fall 

activities and cooler weather, I am es-
pecially looking forward to our family 
activities that help us to share our 
hearts and faith together.  Some of us 
are already planning for our Christmas 
sharing with our friends at Trinity 
UMC; others are planning how we will 
share about Advent and make wreaths 
together; still others are planning ways 
to share Christmas gifts that are made 
and purchased from artists around the 
world, or to purchase livestock for 
families across the world to help pro-
vide income to those in need. 
 

But even before Christmas, there are 
family events at Grace this month that 
will help us learn more about welcom-
ing and sharing from the heart with 
people here and around the world.  On 
Saturday, October 8, we are hosting a 
half-day workshop called “Everyone’s 
Included:  Opening Doors through Spir-
itual Education for Special-Needs Chil-
dren and Youth,” showing parents, 
teachers, volunteers, and leaders how 
to teach so that everyone can “plug in” 
to the lessons, and ways to cope with 

variable behavior so that everyone can 
participate well together.  This work-
shop offers helpful ideas to make family, 
school and church activities a blessing 
for everyone, instead of a burden for 
some.  All are welcome to come and 
learn at this event, designed especially 
to help those working with children 
and youth who have special needs. 
 

On the evening of October 8, all are 
invited to enjoy an Italian beef and sal-
ads dinner and to hear a concert con-
necting us to children yearning for 
peace and blessing in Israel, Palestine 
and the slums of Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na.  Musician and Garrett Seminary 
Professor of New Testament Interpre-
tation Dr. Osvaldo Vena and his friends 
will share music and poems from the 
children of those areas.  Part of your 
ticket cost and all proceeds from CD 
sales will go toward school fees for the 
children in those regions. Come and 
have your heart warmed by songs for 
peace and blessing, and by your gifts, 
make peace and blessing a reality for 
these children! 
 

On October 16, we will join hands with 
friends and families across Naperville, 

from various con-
gregations and 
organizations, to 
walk for CROP 
(Communities 
Responding to Overcome Poverty).  
Funds raised by walkers and their spon-
sors go to help food pantries and hun-
ger relief projects and services in Na-
perville and around the world:  25% 
stays for local food relief efforts, while 
75% of proceeds are used for national 
and global projects, particularly emer-
gency relief efforts.  Again this year, the 
Walk will start at our own Grace 
Church, with a send-off from our 
Grace Praise Team, and will end back 
here after a 5k or 1k walk through the 
neighborhood.  Be sure to sponsor a 
walker if you cannot walk yourself!  Let 
us walk this day for our sisters and 
brothers who must walk, every day, just 
to find food and water to live. 
 

Looking forward to sharing my heart 
and faith with you and all of God’s chil-
dren, 

Linking Up to Grace                By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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News deadline for the November issue of Grace Notes is:  
MONDAY, OCTOBER 24 

Submit news to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, call 630-355-1748, ext. 240,  
or drop in the church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
  300 E. Gartner Road  Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ·  www.peopleofgrace.org 

T hree of the four stained glass windows that were relo-
cated and refurbished to their original beauty have 

been installed at Grace.  These windows will be dedicated 
over the course of three Sundays, from October 30 through 
November 13.  The fourth window, “Jesus and Mary,” will be 
ready for dedication on Easter Sunday, 2012.  The following 
windows, currently installed and beautifying our building, will 
be dedicated at their locations after the 9:30 a.m. worship on 
the following Sundays—please join us! 
 

October 30:  “Crown of Knowledge,” the  
Library window (shown at right) 
November 6:  “The New Jerusalem” (shown 
above) in Fellowship Hall; reception to follow 
November 13:  “The Veterans Windows” on 

Veterans Wall outside the Chapel 
(shown at left) 
 

The “book of remembrance” will be available 
for viewing at each of the dedications. 

Blood Drive October 10 
Register to give the gift of life on 
Monday, October 10, 3:30-7:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Sign up 

online at www.peopleofgrace.org or in the church office.  
Walk-ins are welcome; photo ID required.   

 

“Thy Word Is Truth”  
Exhibition Comes to Chicago 
In a free traveling exhibit called “Thy Word 
Is Truth,” the growing, changing landscape of 
the Christian faith in China comes to vivid 
life in 42 panels of texts and pictures and 350 
displays of Bibles, paintings, handicrafts, mod-
els, and artifacts.  Exhibit is at First UMC 
(Temple) at 77 W. Washington Street in 
Chicago.  Opening ceremony is at 4:00 p.m. 
on Oct. 11; then 8:00am-7:00pm Oct. 12-16. 

            Window Dedications Window Dedications   Oct. 30 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 13 
and 

Easter 
Sunday 

November 5 “Sleep Out Saturday” Brings 
Hope to Homelessness 
The Hunger Committee is sponsoring Grace’s participation 
in Bridge Communities’ “Sleep Out Saturday” November 5 
to raise awareness and support of homeless families in our 
community.  Grace youth and Boy Scouts will be participat-
ing in this event, and the whole congregation is encouraged 
to join them, either as sleepers (in tents, cars or on the floor 
of Fellowship Hall) or as sponsors to sleepers.  Participants 
will gather in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 5, at 
5:00 p.m., after which they will join about 1,000 people at a 
rally in Glen Ellyn.  The rally will feature music, motivational 
speakers, and testimonials from homeless individuals who 
have been helped by the Bridge program.  After the rally, we 
will return to Grace for activities before “sleeping out” for 
the night.  If you would like to join this effort or find out 
more, contact Catherine Page at 630-420-8239 or cpage46@ 
yahoo. com.  You may also visit www.sleepoutsaturday.org. 

Grateful Thanks To... 
† All who donated sheets for the Congo Medical Min-

istries.  They will be ripped and rolled into very 
needed bandages.  Your support of this Tabor Hills 
project is very much appreciated!   

          —June McCluskey 
† All who helped sew pillowcase dresses for Clothing 

for Children and/or donated boys’ clothing.  There 
were 38 women sewers, making 140 completed 
dresses (and counting!), and 54 pairs of boys’ shorts 
were collected, along with some t-shirts.  What a 
joy it has been to work with all of you in this mis-
sion!  So 
many have 
expressed 
interest in 
purchasing 
pillowcase 
dresses, 
too.  
Please 
contact 
me at 630-
983-1942 if you are interested in sewing them in 
October for purchase at Mistletoe Marketplace on 
November 5.  

         —Ruthann Johnson  
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“Who am I?... Whoever I am, you know 
me, and I am yours, O God!”  
       —Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1944 
 

A bove the 
Great West 

Door of West-
minster Abbey are ten niches contain-
ing statues depicting ten 20th Century 
Christian martyrs. One of these figures 
represents Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Bon-
hoeffer was a promising young Luther-
an pastor and theologian when Hitler 
came to power in 1933. His work in 
Barcelona, Harlem, and with the poor 
in Berlin had shown him a very differ-
ent world than the comfortable, afflu-
ent, tolerant society of his youth.  Out-
spoken in his criticism of the German 
Protestant churches’ submission to  
Nazi control, he was one of the first to 
speak out against the growing persecu-
tion of the Jews.  Rejecting a post in 
Berlin to protest the racist policies of 
the German church, Bonhoeffer took a 
position in London ministering to the 
local German community. In 1935 he 
was invited to study with Gandhi in 
India, but chose to return to Germany 

instead. Convinced that it 
was his duty as a Christian 
to work for Hitler’s de-
feat, he embarked on the 
course of action that end-
ed with his execution on 
April 9, 1945, in Flossen-
burg concentration camp. 
In 1937 Bonhoeffer published The Cost 
of Discipleship, in which he draws from 
the Sermon on the Mount to develop 
his thoughts on what it is to follow 
Christ. In one of the most quoted pas-
sages, Bonhoeffer writes, “cheap grace 
is the grace we bestow on ourselves…
the preaching of forgiveness without 
requiring repentance, baptism without 
church discipline, communion without 
confession. Cheap grace is grace with-
out discipleship…Costly grace is the 
gospel which must be sought again and 
again, the gift which must be asked for, 
the door at which a man must knock…
It is costly because it costs a man his 
life, and it is grace because it gives a 
man the only true life.”  The edition on 
The Cost of Discipleship in the Grace 
Church Library includes introductory 
material by George Bell, Bishop of 

Chichester, who was Bonhoeffer’s 
friend and supporter in England, and by 
Gerhard Leibholz, husband of Bonhoef-
fer’s twin sister, Sabine.  Also in the 
Grace Library is the novel I am Bonhoef-
fer: A Credible Life.  Author Paul Barz 
uses Bonhoeffer’s question from his 
poem “Who am I?”, written during his 
Berlin imprisonment, to retell Bonhoef-
fer’s story.  Barz combines Bonhoef-
fer’s writings and his own research into 
the period to depict Bonhoeffer’s path 
from a privileged Berlin childhood, 
through his education, ministry, and 
travels, his leadership of the suppressed 
seminary at Finkenwalde, and his deeply 
committed opposition to the Third 
Reich, to his arrest, imprisonment, and 
execution.  A chronology, bibliography, 
and index are included.  
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

From the Grace Library:  Who Is Dietrich Bonhoeffer?        By Angela McCurdy 

  TO FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE GLBT COMMUNITY TO FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE GLBT COMMUNITY  
       From Rev. Don Niswonger  
 

The United Methodist Church has given us a wonderful 
description of our churches in the phrase, "Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors."  To a large degree, 
Grace has tried to be faithful to this image, but Carol 
[Findon] and I want to expand what we believe is a deep 
and vital need in our congregation.  
 

Many of you are aware that I am the father of a gay son, 
Scott, and a straight daughter, Amy.  Because of my close relationship 
with the GLBT community and the experience of a son "coming out" 
when he was 20 years old, I know what is required within one's immedi-
ate family and with extended family and friends.  We need people to talk 
with one another and share our stories in our witness that all of us are 
created in the image of God and are loved equally and inclusively, as con-
firmed by the teachings of Jesus and his followers of the way.  
 

We invite you—mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, friends and concerned 
persons of gays and lesbians—to come to our home (608 Hyde Park Lane 
in Naperville) on Sunday, October 16, at 4:00 p.m. to meet one another 
and share our stories and our common hope for an intentionally growing 
hospitality of inclusiveness here at Grace and beyond.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Couples, enjoy a weekend away together, 
and learn how to love one another even bet-
ter.  Attend a Marriage Encounter weekend!  
Take advantage of this opportunity to enrich 
your married relationship, your relationships 
with family members, and your relationship 
with God.  A reservation fee of $35 will hold 
your space for the next Marriage Encounter 
weekend on November 4-7 in Burr Ridge, 
IL.  To reserve your space or for further 
information, contact Grace member Mary 
Scroggins at 630-357-3483.  Find out even 
more at www.encounter.org/illinois.    
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W e continue to have a 
healthy financial bal-

ance, with our August re-
port showing us ahead on 
receipts and under budget 

on expenses. We are up to date on mis-
sions contributions and will continue to 
consider accelerating some of the 2011 
budgeted funds to missions projects.   
A novel collaborative audit process is in 
progress, thanks to the dogged efforts of 
Business Manager Bob Poland, Treasurer 
Bob Long and our Grace Audit Team. 
They have completed a first reciprocal 
audit with First Presbyterian Church of 
Wheaton, with teams from each church 
auditing and learning from one another. 
This saves considerable cost and provides 
excellent cross feed on best practices and 
innovative concepts.  
 

Our Stewardship Campaign for 2012 is in 
progress, and Grace members should 

have received their daily prayer guide, 
Practicing Extravagant Generosity: Daily 
Readings on the Grace of Giving.  We begin 
our series of Stewardship speakers on 
October 2 and will mail pledge cards on 
October 23. The budget process is in 
progress, using input from our commit-
tees, staffing plans, operating cost history, 
and estimates of the 2012 apportionment. 
 

Grace Trustees are developing recom-
mendations for maintenance projects 
related to our air conditioning, roofing 
and parking lots.  An architectural firm 
has been selected through a bid process 
to provide a comprehensive engineering 
assessment of our facility to optimize 
energy efficient improvements. Our goal 
is to consider long-term cost benefits of 
improvements, targeting the December 
Charge Conference for a recommenda-
tion to the District Superintendent. If 
approved, a Capital Project team will be 

formed to prepare information for Grace 
members to review and vote upon at a 
Church Conference in early 2012. 
 

Grace is tackling the NIC Goal Setting 
challenge through the leadership of Tom 
Blair, whereby we will have established 
key metrics for assessing health and 
growth trends for review at the Charge 
Conference in December. This initiative 
is being tackled by all churches in our 
Conference and will provide measure-
ment for goal setting and progress re-
porting.  Please provide information and 
data on participation in Grace activities 
when requests come your way.   
 

And in this season of Stewardship, espe-
cially as we work our way through our 
“Extravagant Generosity” daily readings, 
let us be open to—and expectant of—
examples of how giving quite often ends 
up as receiving.   
 

Church Council Update By John Bodine, Church Council Chair 

 
oin us at Harvest 
Home this year, a 

Grace tradition over 100 years old!  Gather together with 
your church family in celebration and gratitude of God’s mag-
nificent bounty on Wednesday, October 12, 6:30 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Tickets are on sale Sunday in the Activity Cen-
ter and in the church office during the week ($3 per person; 
children six and under are free).  Our celebration includes a 
sumptuous turkey dinner with all the trimmings (turkey pro-
vided), live musical entertainment from the Naperville Central 
Chorelles (under the direction of Claire Leitzen and Rachel 
Doll), recognition of our newest and 50- and 75+-year mem-
bers, and presentation of the Harvest Home service award to 
a single recipient.  Please bring a dish to share, or two if your 
family exceeds four, and your own plates and utensils.  Pro-
ceeds benefit the Samaritan Interfaith Counseling Center, 
which is celebrating 40 years of providing “hope and healing” 
to families and individuals.   

Who’s Up for a   
ChallengeChallenge? 
Phyllis Pepiot has 
challenged the Grace 
congregation to meet 
or exceed our Naper-
ville Area CROP 
Walk goal for 2011.   
If we hit the mark of 100 walkers and $8,750 in donations, 
an extra $500 will be donated by an anonymous giver!  
So, be sure to come to the CROP table in the Activity 
Center on Sundays and sign up to walk on Sunday, Octo-
ber 16.  If you cannot participate in this event as a walk-
er, please be on the look-out for our Grace youth or oth-
ers who are walking, and offer to sponsor someone.  The 
2011 CROP Walk will step off again this year from our 
own Grace Church, with registration beginning at 12:30 
p.m. and the Walk beginning at 1:30.  Enjoy music from 
the Grace Praise Team and a rally in the Sanctuary prior 
to the Walk at 1:00 p.m.  Contact Susan Marseilles at 630-
717-9374 with questions or for further information.   
Let’s fight hunger together, one step at a time! 

  CELEBRATE THE SEASON NEEDS YOU!CELEBRATE THE SEASON NEEDS YOU!  
Ladies, our annual women’s Christmas event,  

“Celebrate the Season,” seeks a few new people 
to join our team!   We’ll meet only a few times in October 

and November to plan, then help out at the event on 
Wednesday, November 30.  Contact Kim Scharafin at 

630-369-4734.  Thank you! 

O
ctober 16 
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Upbeat All Saints’ Choral Worship Celebrates Hope of Heaven 

By Dan Wagner, Minister of 
Music 
 

I t is really a privilege to 
shape an entire worship 

service with music.  Pastor 
Bob, the Music Ministry 
team, and I all agree that it is 
well worth the investment of 
time to occasionally bring the 
Word of God in the form of 
music.  We don't seek to 
entertain, but to carry the 
message through the medium 
of music.  For that reason, 
we can say with confidence 
that these special days of 
music are not days with "no 
sermon.” 
 

All-Saints’ Sunday, this year 
on November 6, has be-
come one of the days that 
we bring that message 
through music.  Often we 
will present one of the beau-
tiful Requiems of classical 
composers.  Last year's ex-
perience with the Fauré 

Requiem was a memorable 
milestone for the choir and 
congregation, and there will 
be more classical Requiems 
to come in future years. 
 

This year's choral worship 
service at 8:15 and 9:30 a.m., 
“Beams of Heaven,” will have 
a lighter feeling.  I'm not sure 
why I was compelled to pro-
gram this way this year.  Per-
haps it's the sense of fatigue 
we all feel for our friends and 
neighbors—or ourselves—as 
we struggle with economic 
issues.  Or perhaps it’s the 
brittle atmosphere of dis-
tance that seems to intensify 
as the political season heats 
up.  Or maybe it's the recent 
memory of the tenth anni-
versary of 9/11.  For whatev-
er reason, I determined this 
year that our All Saints’ cho-
ral service would be one of 
great joy.  We will begin with 
our traditional remembrance 

of those departed from our 
midst over the past year, 
taking appropriate time to 
lament. 
 

But as the Scriptures teach 
us, we do not grieve as those 
who are without hope.  So, 
this year, we're going to give 
the greater portion of our 
All Saints’ music to celebrat-
ing the hope, glory and joy of 
heaven.   

I must confess that for a clas-
sical musician, I have a huge 
place in my heart for South-
ern and Black-Gospel music. 
And it's hard to find better 
music for anticipating and 
celebrating heaven than Gos-
pel.  So don't be surprised 
when you hear some pretty 
happy music this year. It 
is my hope that we will leave 
church on November 6 with 
a smile on our faces and 
hope in our hearts! 

All Saints’ Memorial  
Service in Lacy Garden 

From Ginny Lacy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A memorial service in the 
Rodney Gene Lacy Garden 
(courtyard area) will be part 
of our All Saints’ Day com-
memoration on Sunday, No-
vember 6.  Beginning in the 
Garden at 12:15, this service 
(led by Pastor Bob Atkins) 
will honor those who are 
buried in the Garden as well 
as those who are being re-
membered on All Saints’ Day.  
Following the service will be 
a lighting of votive candles as 
loved ones are honored.  
Please join us on this very 
meaningful day.  Contact Gin-
ny Lacy at 630-420-7440 for 
further information.   

Men, Are You Good to the  

Core? 
Come find out on Friday, October 28, beginning 

with dinner at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Fellowship of 
Christian Men’s Fall Forum will feature Certified Speaking Pro-
fessional and best-selling author John Blumberg, whose book 
Good to the Core:  Building Value With Values will be the center-
piece of this important discussion.  Blumberg’s high-energy, 
fast-paced presentation will challenge men to their very core, 
leaving them with no doubt about their values...and a lot to 
think about!  Examining personal values, others’ values, and 
organizational values in the creation of lasting value, this even-
ing is about bringing substance and change to the sometimes 
surface-level lives men lead, and the legacy they leave behind.  
Register and purchase your copy of Good to the Core ($15) in 
the church office.  Be sure to 
put your name on the sign-up 
sheet.  For more information, 
contact Bob Pacanowski at 630-
355-0804 or bobfod@aol.com.  
Women, encourage your guys 
to come to this event! 

JOHN 

BLUMBERG 

 

Family Fall Festival 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 11am-2pm 

Invite your friends and neighbors too! 
Nascar simulator 

“Trunk-or-Treating” 
No scary or violent costumes, please 

Belgian draft horse-drawn hay rides! 
Decorated pumpkin contest 

Bring yours decorated and enter it in our contest! 
Cookie Decorating 

Flag Football and Bag Toss 
Tasty lunch, and much more! 

$3/person or $10 max./family 
Purchase tickets on Oct. 9, 16, 23 

in the Activity Center and in the church  
office during the week  
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Joann Beltrame, friend of Leslie Rogers 
Diana Chandler, friend of Pam Riley  
Michael Durco, father of Annemarie Oats 
Catherine Langford, mother of Robert Langford 
Adelee Marcin, mother-in-law of Mary Ann Marcin 
Irene McGaughey, mother of Linda Naehring 
Doris Nance, mother of Susan Carhart 
Genevieve Quirk, aunt of David Biegon 
Clarence Rickleff, husband of Betty Rickleff 
Jane Riddle, wife of Jack Riddle 
William Younan, friend of Tom and Jean Roche 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Quinn Isaac, son of Mindy and Keith Roberts and grandson of Jim 
and Jeanette Stevens, was born on September 21 
Nick Ameiss broke four national weightlifting records on June 25, 
qualifying him for the Junior Olympics.  On October 7, Nick is hop-
ing to break the world bench press record.  Stay tuned! 
Vladimir Ilyukin, pastor of Hope UMC in Volgograd, Russia, was 
recently ordained 
Winnie Graver celebrates her 94th birthday on October 20; send 
greetings to 200 Village Dr., Apt. 248, Downers Grove, IL  60516 

                          Baptisms 
Aiden Charles Wright, son of Andrew and Christine Wright, 
was baptized on September 18 
Julia GuoFule Stillman, daughter of Maureen Stillman, was bap-
tized on September 24 

Welcome, New Members 
Names in bold indicate new members 

Donnie and Melinda Devany and children Ethan and Anna 
Robert and Mary Ann Guenzler 
Momo Larmena and Markey Gray 
Jess and Lois Naul  
Wing and Jan Park 
David Speer 
Rick and Sheila Tucker and children Jessica and Owen Smith and 
Robert Tucker 

Letters 
 

To Grace Church, 
Thank you for your prayers and cards of well wishes during my recent 
surgery.  To Pastors Don and Bill, your visits and phone calls were warmly 
appreciated.  The power of prayer is awesome! 
     —Fondly, Neva Nelson 
Thank you so much for allowing Naperville Area Older Girl Scouts 
(NAOG) the use of your beautiful church facilities.  All of our scouts and 
leaders appreciate the local availability and flexibility.  Thank you! 
     —NAOG 
Dear Pastor Atkins and the Grace UMC Family, 
Thank you all so much for making our wedding day so special!  The 
ceremony was by far the most memorable part of our wedding day.  
Nancy did an amazing job with the music.  Sharon produced amazing 
programs, and Judi really helped us bring everything together.  We are 
so happy Pastor Atkins convinced us to write our own vows.  He really 
made our ceremony beautiful.  Thank you all for everything! 
         —Megan and Robert Fontana 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send us your favorite animal photos!  Whether it’s your own 
pet, a neighbor’s, a family member’s, or a critter you’ve 
snapped, we’d like to feature an animal each month, along with 
a description (no internet downloads please).  E-mail photos 
and animal “bios” to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or drop in 
the church office, attention Barb.  Photos are published in the 
order received and will be returned upon request. 

This is Gus, neighbor dog of Dorotha and Jo Ellen Bender, 
with his “sister” Nell.  Gus is costumed in cotton balls as a 
lamb for Halloween.  During their early morning walk eve-
ry day, Gus and his “dad,” Christopher, bring the Bender’s 
newspaper up from the end of the driveway and place it 
right at their front door.  In this and many other ways, Gus 
and his family are great examples of “love thy neighbor”!   

October 2011 

Blessing of the Animals October 1 
 

5:00 Saturday 
Worship went 
to the dogs… 
and cats, and 
hermit crabs, 
and turtles... 
Over 120  
people and their 
pets attended! 

Gus and friends 


