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Being a parent is a demanding call-
ing.  Sometimes it feels like it takes 
all we have just to get our kids (and 
ourselves) through each day in one 
piece.  God has a greater plan for 

your family than “just getting through.”  Visionary Parenting 
is about bringing faith and our lives into line with each other 
and making real connections with our children.  It’s about 
acting on life’s priorities and not just hoping.    
 

Family Pastor Rob Rienow of Wheaton will present a multi-
church, community-wide Visionary Parenting workshop on 
Saturday, March 6, 2010, at Alleluia Lutheran Church in  
Naperville.  Sponsored by several churches, including Grace, 
this workshop will equip parents to help their children be-
come the men and women God created them to be.   
 

But before then, to make the most of this important event, 
Grace Youth Ministry and Christian Education are gathering 
small groups of parents to meet 4-6 times in homes between 
now and March 6.  If you would like to be part of this excit-
ing venture, call the church office (630-355-1748) and ask for  
Margaret Harrison, Gaye Lynn Loufek or Howie Snyder.   

        Fall Work Day November 14 
Once again, the Grace Trustees will host their Fall Work 
Day, this year on Saturday, November 14, 8:30-11:30 a.m.  
Please bring your rakes, pruning shears, hedge clippers, 
leaf blowers, extension cords, wheel barrows, and work 
gloves—together, we’ll make our church grounds beauti-
ful for all of our many upcoming events and celebrations.  
Refreshments will be served—join us! 

Women, Celebrate the Season! 
Wednesday, December 2, 6:00 p.m.  

in the “Christmas Wonderland” of Fellowship Hall 
 

Table Viewing in Sparkling Splendor  
Sumptuous Dinner served by the men of Grace 

Spiritual Inspiration from Jane Rubietta 
 

Save the date for a beautiful evening of Advent!  
 

Table hostesses needed— 
contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 

 

   

Oktobergrace!Oktobergrace!  
October 2009 

$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

     race Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

Harvest Home Festival October 14 
Few things say Grace Church like our annual Harvest 
Home celebration, dating back more than 100 years (see 
photo at left, one of our first Harvest Home events in the 
first Grace Church building, prior to 1909). This year, our 
celebration is on Wednesday, October 14, 6:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  We will honor our 50+ year members as 
well as our newest members and hear remarks from Janet 
Derrick of Naperville CARES, the beneficiary of our offer-
ing this year.  Naperville CARES provides resources to 
people in the Naperville community, helping them to 
avoid homelessness and maintain self-sufficiency.  Dinner 
includes roast turkey, cranberry sauce, rolls and bever-
ages; please bring a side dish to serve 12 and your own 
silverware, cups and plates.  Cost is $3 per person.  Pur-

chase tickets in the church office during the week or in the Activity Center on Sundays.  Don’t miss this time-honored 
celebration of fellowship and grateful thanks for God’s great bounty! 

       Awesome Autumn Celebration October 25! 
Back by popular demand, storyteller, juggler and mime Chris Fascione will once again entertain chil-
dren at the 2nd Annual Awesome Autumn Celebration on Sunday, October 25, 10:45 a.m.-12:00 
p.m. in the Activity Center.  Free of charge, this event also features games, crafts, treats...and FUN!   

October 11:  Brahms 
and Mozart...Music Close  
Enough to Touch! 
The Advent Chamber Orchestra 
(our ensemble-in-residence) will 
treat us to the music of Brahms, 
Mozart and Tchaikovsky on Sunday, October 
11, 6:00 p.m. in the warmth and intimacy of 
the Grace sanctuary.  (PLEASE NOTE:  Some 
concert media list this concert as beginning at 
7:00 p.m.; it does not!  The concert begins at 
6:00 p.m.)  Internationally acclaimed violist Sally Chisholm 
will join the energetic orchestra for this concert.  Advance 
tickets are $22 for adults/$18 for seniors 65+/$10 for stu-
dents or $24/$20/$10 at the door.  Purchase advance tick-
ets online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts or in the 
office.  For a season brochure, visit the church office, or 
download one at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts.    

        Bob Thomas October 23 
Illinois Supreme Court Justice and  
Former Chicago Bear! 
 

Men and women of Grace and the commu-
nity are invited to attend the final Fellowship 
of Christian Men forum of the year, featuring 

Illinois Supreme Court Justice Bob Thomas, who was also 
the third leading scorer in Chicago Bears history!  We’ll 
have dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, fol-
lowed by Mr. Thomas’ presentation on “God and Coun-
try” and a Q&A session.  Don’t miss this fabulous speaker!  
Cost is $10 per person, including dinner.  Please register 
by October 18 in the Activity Center on Sundays, or you 
may drop a check in the church office or mail to:  Bob 
Pacanowski at 1605 Valley Ridge Ct., Naperville, IL  60565.  
Please make checks payable to GUMC and note your 
phone and e-mail on the memo line.  Adult only, please.  
Sponsored by FCM and the Evangelism team.   

Go Green with Grace Notes!  E-mail gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org with the words “online only”  
in the subject line if you are willing to receive Grace Notes online—and in color!—instead of via U.S. mail.   
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Pastor’s Journal 

Navigating Parenthood, God’s Way 
 

Being a parent is an incredibly demanding calling and responsibility.  A youth pastor friend of mine 
once suggested that we write a book together.  His title?  Auto-parenting.  The multiple meanings of 
the title would be the contents of the book.  Here’s what it would look like:   
 

• Parenting in the auto – Significant time is spent in the car just getting our kids from place to place, appointment to  
lesson, practice to game.  Is this all there is?  How do you make the most of it?   

• Autopilot parenting – Sometimes just getting through the day without anyone getting hurt is an accomplishment.  
Aren’t there larger goals?  What does having a family mean?   

• Parent-driven auto – Some parents seem to have a map of where they are going.  Having a vision for boundaries and 
horizons, they drive, when others simply follow.   

 

This fall Grace is offering an opportunity for parents to get together in small groups to talk about what it means to be a  
parent and to catch a vision for what it can be.  During the months of October and November, there will be opportuni-
ties to join a “Visionary Parenting” group.  Visionary parenting is about bringing our faith and our lives into line with each 
other and making connections with our kids.  Visionary parenting is about acting on life’s top priorities instead of just 
hoping.  Visionary parenting is about your home, faith and purpose.   
 

Between services on Sunday and during the “Awesome Autumn” event on October 25, there will be information and op-
portunities to sign up for small groups.  Join the Visionary Parenting movement—be one of those who has a map, God’s 
vision for your family.  

 

      Grace and Peace, 
 

October 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

T hanks to the gener-
ous spirit of our 

members, awareness of lagging gifts 
during the summer months has re-
sulted in receipts catching up nearly  
to budget by the end of September.  
Beyond just catching up on pledges af-
ter a summer low, some members have 
accelerated their 2009 contributions, 
while others have extended their gifts 
to cover for families that are struggling 
with the economy. We are grateful for 
your response and commitment.  We 
remain attentive to constraints on the 
year 2010 and will watch carefully how 
our members are able to participate in 
the Stewardship Campaign that will be 
completed in November.   
 

While the financial community suggests 
economic improvement, recovery for 
the nation will be slow, and Grace will 
need to plan accordingly.  We continue 
our emphasis on Family Ministry with a 
progressive Visionary Parenting pro-

gram extending through the fall, with 
small group workshops culminating in a 
multi-church capstone gathering in 
March. Spirituality is not just for 
church; it plays a critical role in our 
daily lives and our family relationships.  
Through its small group format and 
important focus on family, the Visionary 
Parenting initiative facilitates our efforts 
to share Grace with our neighbors and 
associates. There are signs that we’re 
turning a corner on membership attri-
tion, and the shining, welcoming atti-
tude that emanates from our people 
and our activities can make a tremen-
dous impact on those seeking a church 
home.  How often I hear “they were so 
friendly,” “I felt right at home,” or “this 
is the first church where people actu-
ally spoke to me” associated with what 
draws people to a church.  Let’s make 
Grace the church people say that 
about!   
 

Pastor Atkins has been preaching on 
living with joy in recent weeks, citing 
studies indicating that relationships 

twice or even three times removed 
from us can have a significant impact.  
Happiness, or sadness, or impatience, 
or empathy can ripple out from us and 
affect a wide spectrum of people—
wider than we can imagine.  I know this 
is true and struggle to keep that in 
mind as I go through the rush of a busy 
day. But imagine if we could each con-
sciously be a source of joyous ripples, 
putting a sparkle in the eyes and a 
glowing smile on the faces of those 
around us. What a difference that could 
make.  What a wonderful place Grace 
would be.  Let’s give it a try! 
 

Stay positive, engage in the issues that 
are your passion, and send out a wave 
of joy. Each and every one of us can 
make a difference, and together we are 
a movement.  Say “Hi” to someone you 
don’t know this week and remember to 
wear your nametag! 
 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    
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The deadline for November 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, October 26 
 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 

United Methodist Church.   
Submit news to  

Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
or phone 630-355-1748, x. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

October 2009 

 Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

On a Quest? 
Grace Church Questors is a 
well-established Adult Educa-
tion class that has been 
meeting for several years.  
Members meet for faith, fel-
lowship and fun, with lively 
discussion of contemporary 
Christian issues.  The 
Questors’ philosophy is to 
provide a close, caring com-
munity within our larger 
church; to bring Christian 
values to everyday living; to 
sponsor a number of out-
reach programs; and to inter-
act socially with monthly ac-
tivities.  We welcome new 
members or interested 
guests at any time.  Join us in 
Room 254, 9:30 a.m. on Sun-
day mornings.  For more in-
formation, contact Dick 
Trondsen at 630-637-8731. 
 

October Book Club 
United Methodist Women’s 

Book Group meets on 
Wednesday, October 28, 
12:15 p.m. in the home of 
JoAnn Stuart to discuss The 
Commoner, by John Burnham 
Schwartz.  All are welcome. 
 

Holocaust Survivor to 
Speak at Grace  
The inspiring Aaron Elster,  
a child survivor of the Holo-
caust who escaped liquida-
tion by hiding in the forests 
and farms of Poland, will 
speak to our congregation 
on Sunday, October 18, 
9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
All are welcome, children 
especially, to hear this mes-
sage of courage and hope. 
 

“The Harps Eternal” 
A choral service for All 
Saints’ Sunday on Novem-
ber 1, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., 
this celebration of remem-
brance is centered around 

the theme of the beloved 
Shaw-Parker setting of the 
sacred harp hymn “Hark!   
I Hear the Harps Eternal.” 
Presented by the Grace 
Chancel Choir in the style of 
American choral music, im-
bued with themes of heaven, 
eternal life and hope.  No 
tickets required; free will 
offerings will be received 
during the service.  For more 
on the Grace Concert Series, 
contact Dan Wagner at 630-
355-1748, ext. 232, or visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
concerts. 
 

Mistletoe Marketplace  
United Methodist Women 
will host their Christmas ba-
zaar and silent auction on 
Saturday, November 7, 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Available for pur-
chase will be beautiful hand-
made crafts, home-baked 

goods, and other seasonal 
gifts.  There will also be a 
drawing for a hand-stitched, 
queen-sized missions quilt 
and other quilted items.  
Proceeds benefit UMW mis-
sions.  If you have donations 
of goods or services for the 
silent auction, please contact 
Margaret Harrison.   

October Looks at Mental Health 
 

Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dr. Carol Findon would like to remind us that  
October is recognized nationally as a time to recommit to replacing 
misinformation, blame, fear and prejudice with truth and love in order 
to offer hope to all who are touched by mental illness.  The first week 

of October was Mental Health Awareness Week.  It’s not too late to take a free, 
anonymous mental health screening test in the privacy of your own home at 
www.mentalhealthscreening.org.  Click on the “anonymous screening online” 
link.  The results of this screen will shed light on whether a professional mental 
health consultation would be helpful. 

Chicago Start-up 
Church Seeks 
Our Support 
On September 27, a 
young pastor named 

Chris Coon spoke at all three of our 
services to share how he and another 
pastor, Trey Hall, are trying to establish 
Urban Village Church, a new church in 
the Chicago West/South Loop.  Coon, 
former pastor of Deerfield UMC, chose 
to move with his wife and small chil-
dren to the city because sometimes 
God’s plan “chooses us,” explained 
Coon.  Coon identified three ways our 
congregation can help Urban Village: 
1) through prayer; 2) through our con-
tacts who may wish to attend this new 
church; and 3) through our financial 
resources.  Contributions can be made 
through Grace; please mark them as 
“Urban Village Church.”  Visit 
www.genxrev.com for Chris’ blog, pho-
tos, and more about this new church 
and how you can help it to flourish. 

Grace Confirmand Swings Into Service 
Nick Smith, an 8th confirmation student at Grace, 
got started on his confirmation service project early.  
Last summer, before confirmation kicked off in Sep-
tember, the avid baseball player began collecting 
baseball equipment for the Near West Little League 
of Chicago, about 25 miles from Naperville.  Since 
discovering that these young athletes had very little 
equipment to play with, Nick has amassed binfuls of gently used items for the Near 
West league.  “It feels good to help people that don’t have anything when I know 
what it’s like to have things and be able to play baseball,” Nick told the Naperville 
Sun last July.  Way to serve, Nick! 



 

6  October 2009 

By Pam Riley, Grace Parish Nurse 
 

On Sunday, September 20, the Grace 
Church Foundation sponsored an edu-
cational event for the members of the 
Grace Church family. Nearly 50 people 
gathered in Fellowship Hall to hear me 
and other members of a “panel of ex-
perts” talk about the “Five Wishes.”  
 

The Five Wishes was 
put together by Jim 
Toumey after he 
worked with Mother 
Teresa in a hospice in 
the Washington D.C. 
area. He saw a need for 
people to express to 
others how they wish 
to be treated near the 
end of their lives.  Mr. 
Toumey devised the 
Five Wishes, a legal 
document that, when 
signed and witnessed by 
two people, goes be-
yond the power of attorney for health 
care. It is easily understood, void of 
legalese, and has been called the “first 
living will with a heart.” The Five 
Wishes document helps a person de-
termine what end-of-life care he or she 
should be given and under what par-
ticular circumstances. It helps him think 
about a very difficult topic and, when 
completed while healthy and of sound 
mind, makes it easier for everyone in-
volved to really know what that individ-
ual desires. 
 

After a delicious lunch provided by the 
Grace Church Foundation, I discussed 
how important it is to prepare for all 
kinds of life events. Every day we make 
decisions about things we have to pre-
pare for.  Even sitting down to a won-
derful dinner takes preparation, al-
though our families sometimes think it 
just appears on the table! I reviewed 
Wish One, which lets a person appoint 
a health care agent, the person you 
want to make health care decisions 
when you are unable. Dr. Don Weith-
man led a discussion and answered 

many questions about Wish Two. This 
wish allows you to think about the cir-
cumstances under which you want life 
support continued. Pastors Don Nis-
wonger and Carol Madalin reviewed 
wishes Three and Four, which help one 
to think about all the things he or she 
may or may not want done to them or 
for them when they can no longer ex-

press themselves. Some of 
these issues might include 
music played or sung, 
prayers said, a pastor 
called, visitors, as well as 
some physical aspects (i.e., 
mouth care, lotion or oils 
applied to the body, etc.). 
Pastor Bob Atkins con-
cluded the discussion with 
Wish Five, which involves 
how we can plan for our 
own funeral by writing 
down our favorite Bible 
verses, songs, and prayers 
now. Letting family mem-

bers know these desires is also crucial 
to making things easier during the diffi-
cult and emotional time when a death 
occurs. Wish Five also lists for family 
members where to find other impor-
tant documents (i.e., wills, insurance 
policies, etc.). Completing the Five 
Wishes encourages one to organize 
other important papers. When the ma-
jority of decisions have already been 
made, the ability to pull out this docu-
ment, with everything written down in 
one place, is invaluable at a time when 
it might be hard to remember all the 
details.  Dave Krumwiede closed the 
program by thanking those in atten-
dance as well as the panel for sharing 
their part of the event. 
 

The Five Wishes brings to the forefront 
of people’s minds topics that can be 
hard to discuss. Topics such as crema-
tion versus burial, who should be mak-
ing these decisions, and what a person 
really wants need to be discussed by 
families so that all involved know their 
loved one’s wishes. Doing this now  
creates less stress later.  

It is also important to revisit each year 
what you write down now, as your 
ideas of certain issues may change over 
time. 
 

Copies of the Five Wishes provided by 
the Grace Church Foundation are avail-
able through me. I will also keep a copy 
of your completed form in the parish 
nurse office, if you desire, so that you 
can access it, if needed. If you missed 
the Five Wishes program and would 
like information about this document, I 
am available to talk with you. Also, a 
video is available for check-out, explain-
ing more about this wonderful pro-
gram. 
      

Many thanks to Grace Church Founda-
tion Chair Ginny Lacy, who organized 
this wonderful program and lunch, and 
to the rest of the Foundation for sup-
porting and educating us on topics that 
we all need to know about. Watch for 
announcements in the future about 
other programs to help with major life 
decisions. 

“Five Wishes” Takes Guess Work Out of End-of-Life Decisions 

“Five Wishes is 
easy to 

understand,  
void of legalese, 

and has been 
called the first 

living will with a 
heart.” 

A Note from 
the Grace 
Church Foundation 
 

The feedback on the Five 
Wishes program was extremely 
positive.  Many participants 
asked for a follow-up program to 
more deeply explore end-of-life 
issues.  It has long been a prac-
tice of the Foundation to present 
free informative programs to the 
congregation.  Watch for more 
great Foundation programs to 
come!  
 

Ginny Lacy 
Grace Church Foundation Chair 
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From Paul Carpenter 
 

G race Church has been proactively 
planning for the 2010 Stewardship 
Campaign since July.  We are very 

excited about 2010!  This year’s cam-
paign will feature a 28-page, photo-filled 
Annual Report detailing Grace’s history, 
legacy and people as well as our minis-
tries, missions and initiatives now and in 
the future.  Informational meetings for 
the congregation will be held later this 
month, so be sure to attend and learn 
more about the exciting initiatives for 

the coming year.  Please also begin 
prayerfully considering your pledges for 
2010.   
 

Many volunteers have signed up to help 
us deliver campaign packets and assist 
the Stewardship Campaign in other 
ways.  If you’d like to be part of this 
vital volunteer effort, please contact 
Paul Carpenter at 630-717-1365 to find 
out how you can help.   
 

Informational Meetings: 
Sunday, October 25, 4:00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Open to the congregation—please join us! 
 

Editor’s Note:  Because the Annual Report 
referenced in this article will offer a com-
prehensive overview of each of Grace 
Church’s ministries, committees and mis-
sions, the “Spotlight On” feature that high-
lights one committee or ministry per month 
will no longer appear in Grace Notes.  If 
you do not receive a copy of the Annual 
Report during this fall’s stewardship cam-
paign (November), please contact the 
church office or Barb Ceruti at 630-355-
1748, ext. 240. 

      The Fall Stewardship Campaign   

W ithin our country and our 
hemisphere there is so much 
need, and there are so many 

opportunities to share of ourselves and 
our abundance and do our part to right 
some of the inequalities in the world.  
One place of need is Jalapa, high in the 
mountains of Nicaragua near the Hon-
duran border. An interfaith group, In-
terfaith Service to Latin America (ISLA), 
has been going to Jalapa for 18 years, 
building relationships and working with 
the Jalapans to improve their health 
care and education. 
 

My experiences on mission trips to 
Jalapa with ISLA have been incredibly 
rich and rewarding, and I encourage 
Grace UMC youth and adults to con-
sider this mission opportunity.  ISLA is a 
non-profit centered in Minneapolis, es-
tablished in the early 90’s by the Meth-
odist Church to help the Nicaraguan 
people after the Contra War. Without 
much support from their government, 
these people and their land desperately 
need the help of people from other 
countries. 
 

ISLA provides sustainable and collabora-
tive medical programs that answer the 
health care needs of Jalapa and its sur-
rounding communities, including cervi-
cal cancer prevention and treatment, 
wound care, care of patients with men-
tal illness, mental health outreach and 

education, basic eye exams 
and distribution of glasses, 
and medical education, 
including learning opportu-
nities for Jalapan health 
professionals and commu-
nity members. 
 

ISLA’s education program 
works to increase the per-
centage of Jalapa-area 
youth attending secondary 
and post-secondary 
schools. As a result of 
economic and social 
stressors, currently only 
25% of Nicaraguan youth 
are able to attend high 
school.  We have seen 
firsthand how the lack of education 
leads to limited opportunities and a life 
of poverty.  ISLA high school and col-
lege scholarship programs are bringing 
these youth hope for a brighter future. 
For $150-300 per year, you can change 
a life. 
 

The ISLA construction team works with 
Jalapans to make improvements to the 
hospital and schools and also build new 
schools, giving Jalapans opportunities to 
use existing building skills and learn new 
ones.  People of all backgrounds and 
skills can contribute to an ISLA trip.  
Families are welcome to join our teams. 
The minimum age to participate is 14 

and a parent or guardian must accom-
pany youth under the age of 18.  ISLA 
sends teams of 10-35 volunteers plus a 
trained team leader 4-5 times per year 
for 12 days during the months of Janu-
ary, March, June and October. 
 

If you have compassion, optimism, a 
willingness to learn and serve in a differ-
ent culture, flexibility to work in a team 
setting and are open to new experi-
ences, you will find this a rewarding,  
life-changing experience. Facility with 
Spanish is not required. For more infor-
mation visit http://isla.cc or contact 
Grace member Linda Rings at 630-946-
6335.  

Bringing Hope to Nicaragua     By Linda Rings 

Interfaith Service to Latin America (ISLA) helps Nicara-
guan youth realize a brighter future through proper 
health care and education.   
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Linking Up to Grace                   By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
 

I am finding myself thinking more 
about heritage, history and tradition 
this month.  I went to my 30th high 
school class reunion this past month.  
Seeing old friends and learning what 
challenges and joys they are facing was 
very humbling and a good lesson in 
how narrow our focus can be in our 
youth and, for some, even into old age.  
Yet, others are able to break out of 
stereotypes and selfish pursuits to see 
and bring blessings to others. 
 

At Harvest Home this month, Grace 
will celebrate both our long-standing 
and our newest members, those who 
have brought so many blessings to 
Grace and so much hope to our fu-
ture.  I urge you to come and cele-
brate with us and remember those of 

your past who have blessed you, and 
re-commit to passing on that faith to 
family and community in the future! 
 

In our Sisters class, we are studying 
forgiveness.  We begin by considering 
whose we are ultimately and how 
blessed we are by God and others in 
our lives.  It is a humbling and wonder-
ful exercise to list people who have 
helped shape your values, who have 
recognized and cultivated gifts in you, 
who have guided and comforted you 
through life struggles, and who believe 
in your value to the community.  Try 
it!  Then offer a prayer of thanksgiving 
for these people and pledge to become 
the wonderful person God made you 
to be, that these people believe you to 
be.  Then start a list of people you 
have helped to shape and bless with 

your faith and love.  
Give thanks for the op-
portunity to bring God’s 
love and blessings to 
others; re-commit to this ministry of 
investing in God’s people. 
 

We are who we are because of God’s 
love and God’s people who believe 
and invest in us.  Our communities 
become what they are because we 
believe in others and share the bless-
ings God bestows upon us. 
 

Celebrate your heritage and the bless-
ings the people of Grace have given 
you.  Pass on these gifts to the people 
of Grace and all of God’s children to 
help build God’s future! 
 

In Christ’s love, 

By Chris St. John 
 

At this point, the Grace vegetable gar-
den is pretty much “a wrap.” Fall is in 
full swing, and we will be clearing the 
garden and looking forward to planting 
spring crops.  The Church and Society 
team estimates that we donated about 
two bags of produce per week through-
out the growing season, yielding a total 
of approximately 24 bags of produce 
delivered to local food shelters.  Crops 
we harvested included carrots, radishes, 
green beans (Italian and Bush Beans), 
broccoli, the ever-so-huge zucchinis, 
cucumbers, peppers and tomatoes 
(Roma, cherry and larger varieties). 
Many thanks to all who helped with the 
garden and transporting produce.  We 
were quite successful in our first year! 
 

While the garden may not be so fruitful 
throughout the next several months, 
famine and hunger are still very much 
on our minds.  Church and Society will 
participate in and support the October 
18 CROP Walk (see right side bar) in 
various ways.  Check out the cute foot-
print notes leading to the Activity Cen-
ter, where you can sign up on Sundays 
to walk with us to stomp out local, na-
tional and global hunger. Let’s be as 

“green” as we can as we walk.  We sug-
gest carpooling to the Walk with a 
friend.  Walk organizers are foregoing 
plastic bottles this year, so please bring 
your own re-usable water bottle. 
 

As we begin reducing plastics within our 
church home, you will see changes to 
the cups and plates offered during 
“Connections” and some church events.  
If you come to church during the week 
for various rehearsals or activities, 
please consider bringing water from 
home instead of getting bottled water 
from vending machines or the church 
kitchen.  This will not only reduce the 
amount of plastics discarded, it will also 
free up church income for the more 
sustainable products that Grace will be 
purchasing.  Change is not always easy, 
but it does require new commitments 
and a willingness to move beyond short-
sighted, narrow conceptions.  As we 
approach our stewardship campaign this 
fall, let’s remember that we must also 
be good stewards of the Earth! 
 
 

Green Was Our Garden—We Can Be, Too! 
 

27th Annual 
CROP Walk 
From Susan Marseille 
 

Fall colors and falling 
leaves make for a 
beautiful day to walk 
in the 2009 Naperville Crop Walk on 
October 18 (beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
at Benton and Center Streets in 
downtown Naperville—arrive at 1:00 
to register).  Join the Walk and help 
Naperville hit the million dollar mark in 
fundraising! Grace Church’s personal 
goal is $7,000.  We can do it!  Money 
collected goes to local food pantries 
such as Naperville’s Loaves & Fishes, 
regional food banks like the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank, and world wide 
hunger relief working through Church 
World Service. 
 

There are two ways that you can par-
ticipate:  be a walker or sponsor a 
walker. Look for the red CROP table 
in the Activity Center on Sundays, 
where there will be a representative 
of the Hunger Committee to sign up 
walkers, or sign up in the church of-
fice during the week.  There will also 
be walkers looking for sponsors each 
Sunday until the walk. 

      TOP CROP WALKERS AT GRACE 
 

Phyllis Pepiot has participated in the CROP 
Walk since its inception 27 years ago, and 
Mary Eesley is not far behind.  Let’s support 
them and other walkers this year!  
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Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Annabell Haas, mother of Linda England 
James L. Paulson, former Aurora District Superintendent 
Jim Stuckenschneider, dear friend of Thatch Irwin 
Jean Whitman, mother of May Benedict and Jeri Blood 

Baptisms 
 

Braden James, son of Brett and Shannon Meurer, was bap-
tized on September 20 
Carter James, son of Ben and Kelly Walter, was baptized on 
September 20 
Spencer Paul, son of Rene and Erin Brignac, was baptized on 
September 27 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Don Burney celebrates his 94th birthday October 17; send 
greetings to 535 W. Ogden Ave. #228, Naperville, IL  60563 
Winnie Graver celebrates her 92nd birthday October 20; 
send greetings to 200 Village Dr., Apt. 248, Downers Grove, IL  
60516 
Katherine Lang and Jared Williams were married on  
September 12 
Colin Riley placed 8th in the Best of the U.S. marathon in 
Santa Ana, CA, on September 27, with a time of 1:58:02 
William Sterrett was named a National Merit Scholar semi-
finalist and also received a perfect score on the ACT test 

Welcome, New Members! 
Names in bold face indicate new member of Grace 

 

Melanie Andrew and daughters Samantha and Kristen Basgall.  
Melanie and her daughters join Melanie’s husband Charles and 
step-son Wesley at Grace 
Ruth Garnett 
Emily Olmetti and son Lucas 

        Letters of Thanks  
 

Dear Grace Church, 
 

Thank you and your Vacation Bible School children and their 
parents for their generosity and compassion shown to those 
who are less fortunate.  Our back-to-school party was a huge 
success, thanks largely to you. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 
 

Rev. Joe D. Jamison and the Pilgrimage Protestant Family 
 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 

This is “Fudge,” a two and a half-year-old female guinea 
pig that was given to John, Joyce, Emma, Madison and Ha-
ley Stuart by their neighbors.   Fudge is a soft, “squeaky” 
friend who exceeded the Stuarts’ original pet plan.  “We 
kept going up in rodents,” said Joyce.  “First it was going 
to be a hamster, then a gerbil, then a guinea pig!” 

Update:  Baby Ava 
Last month in Grace Notes, 
we read about the prema-
ture birth of Ava Hope 
Murray, daughter of Rachel 
and Jamie Murray and grand-
daughter of Grace Parish 
Nurse Pam Riley.  At birth 
on September 23, Ava 
weighed 1lb., 12 oz.  Today, 
she weighs over three pounds and is breathing on her 

own, without a ventilator, most of 
the time.  As of this writing, mom 
Rachel’s latest blog said that Ava’s 
direct bilirubin was elevated, possi-
bly indicating a problem with her 
liver, but family and doctors are 
optimistic, as this is common 
among babies who’ve had IV nutri-

tion.  The Riley/Murray families are grateful for the many 
prayers that have come their way and ask that we con-
tinue to pray for Ava’s progress.  Follow Ava’s story and 
photos at: 
http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/avamurray/mystory.   

Fudge 

Grandma Pam Riley holds  
baby Ava. 

Ava at 51/2 weeks. 

Decent Proposal! 
On September 27, 
Zach Tarr proposed 
marriage to Emily 
Kalbfleisch on the 
church grounds by 
the river.  Zach and 
Emily look forward 
to a January 2  
wedding.   

This table for two awaits a marriage proposal! Please note:  The October 10 Krumwiede-
Scott wedding is at 2:30 p.m., not 3:30. 


