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Grace New Life Singers Retiring! 
After 29 years, the New Life Singers is retiring. Sunday, November 
13 will be the last Sunday they will be sharing music in worship. 
New Life Singers was formed in 1993. Arthur Landwehr wanted 
Gerrit Laning to be music director. Gerrit had been retired for 30 
years from teaching music and did not want another full-time job. 
Arthur then came up with the idea to add a new adult music group. 
He said, “Let’s call it the New Life Singers,” and asked Gerrit to 
direct it. The first performances were a couple times before 
Christmas. Betty, Gerrit’s wife, accompanied and shortly after, 
Claudia Winterrowd took over and Betty sang alto. Gerrit directed New Life from 1993 until 
July 2001 when he retired. He continued to sing bass and tenor with the group for several 
years. 

In September 2001 until June 2002, New Life Singers was directed by a church member 
Paul Grizzell. In September 2002, Sherrie Holdeman, soprano, took over as director, until 
present. Claudia Winterrowd has accompanied the group from almost the very beginning. 
In 1993, Betty Laning made vests for the ladies and matching ties for the men. In December 
2002, the New Life attire was changed to black rainbow-colored stoles.  

The group enjoyed fellowship and many celebrations. For many years, they had a kick-off picnic in September to begin the 
singing season coordinated by Sherrie and held in the Activity Center or the Fireside Room at church. While Gerrit and 
Betty were directors, birthdays were celebrated for choir members with a cake after Wednesday night rehearsal. Choir 
picnics were held at the end of the singing season every June. They were held at director’s or choir member’s homes, most 
recently at Jackie Tschirhart’s house, for the last 15 years. 

New Life performed a Christmas Cantata every other year starting in 2007, with the 
last one being in 2019. In the springtime, New Life periodically visited retirement 
homes on Wednesday evenings to share their gift of music. The homes were Alden 
Courts in Aurora, Lexington in Lombard, Devonshire in Naperville, and Monarch 
Landing in Naperville.   

Sunday, November 13 will be the final Sunday New Life Singers will sing during the 
8:00 a.m. worship service. All current and previous choir members are invited to 
come and sing familiar anthems with the group. Many thanks to New Life Singers for 
blessing Grace and the community with many years of music ministry! 
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TEMPLE BUILDERS 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
Submitted by Betty Long 

October marked fifty years of morning exercise classes at Grace. What other Grace group has endured so long! 

In 1972, Winnie Graver and Marilyn Kayton were among those forming the original group of 6-10 people. Char 
Gregory, who was teaching classes at the Y, was persuaded to lead the group. Pastor Grant Graver named them 
“Temple Builders” citing 1 Corinthians 6:19 “…your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you.…” 

The group exercised 5 days/week in Fellowship Hall and included Grace and community members. When they 
were primarily young mothers with little children, they formed their own nursery. As the children grew to school 
age, they disbanded the nursery. Class moved to the Activity Center when it opened in 1990. Twenty years ago, 
they cut back to M-W-F and grew to as many as 50 participants. They have included an occasional man, not just 
ladies! Char Gregory passed the instructor title to her daughter Pam Carius, who was also instructing at Edward 
Health & Fitness. (Char, approaching 90, still participates!) Now Pam is retiring to babysit her grandchildren. With 
about 40 members today, the group continues to evolve. The regimen includes aerobic and strength exercises. 

Temple Builders never charged a set fee. Each member just donates what they feel appropriate. Over the 50 years, 
Temple Builders has donated over $120,000 to Grace. While the members strengthen their bodies, they help 
strengthen this church! The class normally meets at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings and 
new participants are always welcome! 

Free Church Safety Training 
Grace is a member of the Naperville Area Church Safety Alliance (NACSA).  It is an ad-hoc group of churches that 
share communication and resources regarding church safety and security.  Their second annual FREE training event 
will be held on Saturday, November 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Naperville Presbyterian Church, 943 
Sanctuary Lane. 

Sessions will cover:  the basics of CPR/AED, first aid, and fire extinguisher use; crisis intervention; active shooter 
scenarios; and how to deal with disruptive situations in the church setting.  The crisis intervention training will be led 
by Jamie Horner of the Naperville Police Department. It is important that the people of Grace are well informed on 
these topics!   

Please consider joining in this worthwhile FREE event. RSVP to Larry Hartman at LEHartman@sbcglobal.net or 
630-269-3004 by November 8.  A more detailed agenda can be provided.   

Surviving the Holidays  
Grief Share Program 

Are you dreading the holidays, knowing everything has changed after 
losing a loved one? Join us for our Surviving the Holidays, a Grief Share 

Workshop, on Sunday, November 13 at 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in 
Room 254 or on Zoom led by Judy Cornett and Pam Riley-Valesh. This 

workshop will provide ways to cope and a time to be in community with 
others who are finding this to be a difficult time of year. There is hope! 

Contact Judy Cornett (shottsja@gmail.com) or Pam Riley-Valesh 
(pamelariley@gmail.com) for more information and Zoom link. 

mailto:shottsja@gmail.com
mailto:pamelariley@gmail.com
mailto:LEHartman@sbcglobal.net


Grace Cares 
Submitted by Richard Newell, Grace Cares Coordinator 

What is community? Merriam-Webster defines community as, a 
unified body of individuals. Then the question might be, what is it 
that makes us unified? It can be common interest in sports, the arts, 
work, a business group, our families, our faith in God, and just the 
simple fact that we are human beings. Community gives us a sense 
of belonging a connection with other people. Having a sense of 
belonging is beneficial to our physical and mental wellbeing. 
Community helps us adapt to our changing world and environment, 
relieves the feeling of being isolated and alone which in turn helps 
us to feel better about ourselves, that we matter and knowing that we 
matter can lead us to take care of ourselves health wise.  

The above is a brief explanation of community and its benefits, but as Christians, as members of Grace Church we may ask 
ourselves, what does God say about community. For this we can look to the bible. I did this, and what I found is that, right 
from the beginning God addresses community in Genesis 2; 18, The Lord God said, “Its is not good for man to be alone, I 
will make him a helper…”. As I continued my quest, I found that there over 25 scripture verses where God talks about 
community. I have learned over the years that when a theme appears several times in the bible it is a pretty good indication 
that it is important to God which then ought to be important to me, to us as Christians living to serve our loving and 
gracious God.  

For those of us who belong to Grace Church, we experience community each Sunday when we attend service, come 
together for a cup of coffee in the gathering space, and/or attend a book study. We may even be a member of a home 
book study group. There are members of our church, for whom attending in person is not possible. The reasons are many, 
but the effects are the same, isolation, loneliness, the loss of belonging.  

I mentioned above that community, gathering as Christians is important to God so it should be for us as well. Grace Church 
has a ministry with the explicit purpose of reaching our brothers and sisters who are unable to attend in person. “Grace 
Cares” is the ministry that is staffed with volunteers who give their time to connect with folks who otherwise may not be 
connected to our church community. These volunteers can meet in person or when appropriate connect by phone. If you 
know of anyone who is unable to be a part our church community in person, please fill out a connection card or contact me 
Richard Newell at richard.newell@peopleofgrace.org or call me at 630 947-9311. Learn more at peopleofgrace.org/grace-
cares. 
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Mistletoe Marketplace with 
our Café is Back! 
Join the United Methodist Women for their biggest fund 
raiser for Missions event on Saturday, November 12 at 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. There will be 
many handcrafted items, quilted items, baked goods, and 
a silent auction of many wonderful items. This year our 
café will be back at 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 pm. in the Fireside 
Room.  

Along with these items will be our 2022 Mission Quilt drawing. Each year the Quilters of Grace commit to creating 
beautiful quilt masterpieces in service of mission fundraising. This year’s quilt “Starbright” was pieced, appliquéd, 
and hand quilted by the Grace Quilters. Donations for the quilt drawing will be sold online at  
www.peopleofgrace.org/mission-quilt , and after worship services on November 6. Donations will be $1.00 for 1 
ticket, $5.00 for 6 tickets, or $10.00 for 12 tickets. With your donation, you will receive a quilt pattern. The Quilt 
Drawing will take place at the Mistletoe Marketplace on Saturday, November 12 at 1:30 p.m. You do not have to be 
present to win. 

Not able to attend Mistletoe Marketplace, but still want to donate to help support the UMW Mission projects? 
Donations can be made online at www.peopleofgrace.org/give, or by check made out to Grace United Methodist 
Women and in the memo section, indicate donation for Mistletoe Marketplace. Checks can be mailed to Grace 
United Methodist Church, Attn: Grace UMW, 300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 60540. All proceeds from Mistletoe 
Marketplace and the Quilt Drawing benefit UMW Mission projects that support women, youth, and children locally, 
nationally, and worldwide. Come and bring your friends and help us to provide hope, dignity, and a brighter future 
for these families. It is only possible with caring, faithful supporters like you! 

We look forward to your assistance in helping others in need. For more information, contact UMW President Kathy 
Carey at percula4344@sbcglobal.net. 

Silent Auction Items Request! 
Donations are needed for the Silent Auction at Mistletoe Marketplace on Saturday, November 12. New 
merchandise only, please! Suggested items include: 

• Gift Baskets: design your own or donate items and UMW members will create one (no alcohol please) 
• Holiday Décor and Home Goods 
• Sports/Entertainment Tickets 
• Gift Cards/Certificates to local businesses 
• Purses, Wallets, Totes 
• Toys, Puzzles, Games 
• Jewelry 

All of the money raised will be donated to Missions. Items may be dropped off in the container marked "Silent 
Auction" by the cabinets in the Gathering Space no later than Monday, November 7. Contact Ro Willard 
(willardrj1@sbcglobal.net) or Darlene Schille (darsquiltz@gmail.com) for more information.

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/mission-quilt
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:percula4344@sbcglobal.net
mailto:willardrj1@sbcglobal.net
mailto:darsquiltz@gmail.com
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Trunk-or-Treat 
Goblins, ladybugs, and dinosaurs--Oh MY! 

THANK YOU to ALL who helped make our first stand alone Trunk-or-Treat a HUGE 
success. Approximately 400 children and youth enjoyed a brisk fall evening on 
the property of Grace as they were greeted with 25 uniquely decorated vehicles, 
candy, bonfires, s'mores, and lots of friendly people. 

The event certainly couldn't have happened without the creativity of all of our 
trunk-or-treat hosts, the extra candy that was donated (you have NO IDEA how 
much that was appreciated), the volunteers who supervised the s'mores/bonfire 
area, the set-up and clean-up crew, the marketing efforts, and a leadership team 
that supported the idea of the event. 

NaperVoice "Gather in Gratitude" Concert 
For what are you most grateful? Let NaperVoice, Naperville’s new philanthropic choir with the 
mission “Sing well. Do good.” help you reflect on that in time for this upcoming Thanksgiving! 
Each of NaperVoice's concerts will raise funds for a different local charity. The Founding 
Conductor/Artistic Director is Philip Spencer, who has served as a substitute organist on many 
occasions at Grace. Five members of the Grace Chancel Choir are also members of this unique 
auditioned 35-voice choir. NaperVoice's inaugural concert, Gather In Gratitude, will be performed 
on Sunday, November 20 at 3:00 p.m. at Grace Church. The 75-minute concert program, suitable for all ages, will include 
selections from musical genres including classical, gospel, musical theater and vocal jazz, featuring a professional 
percussionist and a talented young high school violinist. All net proceeds will benefit this concert’s designated charitable 
organization, Feed My Starving Children. For concert information and tickets go to napervoice.org.  

Christmas Poinsettias 
With Christmas just around the corner, it's time to think about not 
only the messages we will share on Christmas Eve but also the way 
we will welcome our neighbors. Grace has a long history of having 
a beautiful Sanctuary on Christmas Eve, due in part to the 
poinsettia tree that greets each of us as we enter. 

This year we invite members, friends, and neighbors to order poinsettias in 
memory, honor, or celebration of friends and loved ones. Orders may be placed 
online at www.peopleofgrace.org/poinsettias or by calling the front desk from 
November 27 to December 11. Cost is $15.00/poinsettia and ALL poinsettias may 
be picked up following the Christmas morning worship service.  Any poinsettias 
remaining after December 31 will be donated. Questions may be directed to 
Gaye Lynn Loufek at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

Advent Wreaths 
Sunday, November 20 gives us a great opportunity to get into the spirit of the season of Advent. All 
are invited to purchase an Advent wreath making kit to be completed at home or during our Advent 
wreath making event on that same date Sunday, November 20 at 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
Activity Center. 

Advent wreath kits may be ordered online at www.peopleofgrace.org/wreath and picked up on 
Sunday, November 20 at 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (noon).  The cost of an Advent Kit is $10.00 and will 
include everything you need to create the wreath plus a liturgy to be used at home if you choose. 
Questions may be directed to Gaye Lynn Loufek at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.

Journey to the 
Manger 
Luminary Drive  
Thursday, December 22 
at 5PM to 8PM 
Come enjoy a sense of holiness, 
peace, and hope that wraps us 
in love during the lighting of 
candles at Christmas at the 
“Journey to the Manger” 
Christmas Luminary Drive-thru 
at Grace! The Grace property 
will be transformed with over 
900 luminaries into a 
pilgrimage of light that takes us 
on the journey of Mary and 
Joseph, through the darkness 
of night and into the light of 
God’s greatest gift. You will be 
able to participate from your car 
as you enter the lower parking 
lot, with guided music and 
messages, and make your way 
to the manger. 

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/wreath
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/poinsettias
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
http://napervoice.org
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Save Your Change for the NOISY Offering! 
The Noisy Offering falls on the Sunday just before Thanksgiving, which is Sunday, November 20. 
Gather all those coins and bring them to any of our morning worship services. Look for the red Radio 
Flyer wagon being pulled down our center aisle, beckoning your generosity in making it the noisiest 
one ever as we fill the stockpot to overflowing with coins and bills. The Noisy Offering provides the 
"seed money" to purchase the food the choristers and their families will pack at Feed My Starving 
Children's "Feed the Need" Mobile Pack at North Central College on February 18 and 19, 2023. (You 

can also give online at peopleofgrace.org/give.) The children will also sing our theme song "We Can "Change" the World" 
at the 10:30 a.m. service. Please save your change for this special offering. Thank you, in advance, for your continued 
generosity toward this hands-on outreach that demonstrates for our youngest disciples how God works in and through us 
in small ways to make a big difference in the lives of those in need! 

Music for All 
Saints Sunday 
The Chancel Choir will present 
three works at both the 8:00 
and 10:30 services on All Saints 
Sunday, November 6. (Please 
note: there will be no 9:00 a.m. 
service.)  

Sine Nomine is the name of the hymn tune created by British 
composer, Ralph Vaughan Williams. We all know the words as "For 
all the saints who from their labors rest." Musicians around the 
globe remembered RVW fondly on October 5; it was the 150th 
anniversary of his birth! The Chancel Choir will present a festive 
arrangement of Sine Nomine; we'll invite the congregation to sing 
the glorious last verse with us and Stanleigh Jones at the organ. 

"In Remembrance" (from Requiem) by Eleanor Daley is a highly 
expressive setting of the well-known poem that begins, "Do not 
stand at my grave and weep, I am not there, I do not sleep." 
Images of blowing winds, sunlight, falling snow, stars, and soaring 
birds are colored in sound along the way.  

"Kyrie eleison" (from Requiem) by Maurice Duruflé, was written 
in 1947, A master of counterpoint, Duruflé brilliantly weaves 
Gregorian Chant melodies from the Mass for the Dead throughout 
the fabric of his nine movement masterwork. The Kyrie, mvt. 2, (the 
only mvt. presented this morning) features the chant in imitation, 
passed among the four voices. Of course, the text: "Lord, have 
mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy." leads composers to 
employ a three-part design as they set this text. In the "Kyrie" 
sections that frame the movement, you won't miss Duruflé's 
decision to place the chant melody in the forefront by placing the 
chant melody in the organ in augmentation -- actually giving a full 
measure to each tone of the chant melody) One more thing -- 
many composers conclude their works by slowing the tempo, 
specifying a ritardando or rallentando in the final measures. Here, 
in contrast, Duruflé keeps the tempo steady but slows the motion 
by gradually lengthening note values, thereby bringing the 
movement to a close in an elegant, calm, peaceful manner. "Rest 
eternal, grant to them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them."

Advent Drop-In Choir  
Sunday, December 4 (9:30-10:15 rehearsal; 
10:30 worship)   

Anthem: Every Valley by John Ness Beck 

Come and sing this Advent favorite with the 
Chancel Choir! Write to our director, Peter 
Jarjisian, at peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org to 
reserve a spot for yourself, and so that he can 
have music for you. Tell him which voice-part 
you sing; if you're not sure, just say, I'm most 
comfortable singing "high" or "low." Please 
include your email and phone number, so he 
may contact you easily.  

Children's Musical  
Sunday, December 11 at 10:30AM 

Join us for this special event especially for 
families! Enjoy the retelling of the Christmas 
story as only children can. Our musical, “Light of 
the World,” will share the nativity story through 
multilingual traditional and new carols. All 
children (K-7th) are welcome to participate (no 
need to be a member of Grace), but must be 
able to rehearse Wednesdays at 5PM to 6PM, 
through presentation date on December 11. If 
you would like include your child in the 
presentation, please contact Lynn Leitzen at 
lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org. 

mailto:lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org
http://peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:peter.jarjisian@peopleofgrace.org


United Methodist Women Christmas Program 
Save the Date for Tuesday, December 6 for the UMW Program PATH to Recovery given by speaker and member Roberta 
Kalish along with Our Cookie and Recipe Exchange. You don’t want to miss the in-person only United Methodist  
Women’s Christmas Program on Tuesday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will gather for our breakfast 
program and learn about PATH to Recovery, from our member, Roberta Kalish. Following the program, participants are 
encouraged to share four dozen of your favorite/traditional holiday cookies along with 30 copies of the recipes! (More 
details to come!) Sara Circle will be hosting a light breakfast. All women are welcome! Interested in learning more about 
United Methodist Women? Visit peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women or contact UMW President Kathy Carey at 
percula434@sbcglobal.net. 

Grace UMW Book Group 
Join the Grace UMW Book Group on the 4th Wednesday of each month in January through 
October. In November, we will meet on the 30th. We will meet in-person at the church with a 
ZOOM option to discuss the book of the month. Please contact Cathy Connor at 
cathy.connor.05@gmail.com for more information.     

November Book: The Lost and Found Bookshop by Susan Wiggs 
Meets Wednesday, November 30 at 12:45 p.m. 

January Book: The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 
Meets Wednesday, January 25 at 12:45PM 
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Food Pantry Collection 
Our November food pantry collection will benefit Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry. In addition 
to their weekly food distribution days at their pantry, they offer several ‘pop-up’ pantries to 
take groceries to those who can’t come to the pantry. Their Senior/Low-Income Pop-Up 
pantry occurs weekly at several senior/low-income living facilities. They also partner with 
Hesed House and provide food weekly to residents who have transitioned out of Hesed 
House to nearby apartments. Their Women’s Empowerment Pop-Up pantry provides 
women’s hygiene and baby products to support women and teens in the community. Please 

Mitten Tree Collection 
Sunday, November 13 to Saturday, December 24 
Bring new hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for kids, youth, 
and adults to add to the Tree Collection to give to PADS and 
Hesed House.  

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24 

12:00PM - Traditional worship 

3:00PM and 4:30PM - Worship designed for all, but especially appealing to families with children 

8:00PM and 10:00PM - Candlelight service with traditional lessons and carols 

Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25 

9:00AM worship 

mailto:cathy.connor.05@gmail.com
http://peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women
mailto:percula434@sbcglobal.net
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