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Something New Amidst the Familiar
By Rev. Cindy Marino

The Grace family worshiped together in the Sanctuary for the first time in over seven months on October 11. Being back 
in worship was truly wonderful! I had not expected the service to feel the same. I knew there would be just a few masked 
worshipers scattered throughout the pews. The new cameras would be upon us. A tightly choreographed order of worship 
would allow the camera operator to follow us and prevent us from sharing microphones. We would remind everyone to  
“respond softly” in prayer and we would leave all the singing to our worship leaders. Honestly, I was afraid I would be more 
mindful of  “getting it right,” than of experiencing Holy God in our midst. 

There was a moment before we began when I knew that opening the Sanctuary, however limited it might be, was the right 
thing to do. A parishioner caught me as we were preparing to start and asked me to pray for her dog. It was the kind of 
conversation I often had with this person"pre-pandemic." Our dogs are our families and we often shared concerns about 
them. She was there for me when I lost my Sophie and her ministry to foster dogs is inspiring. But her request, in the midst 
of considering all the safety details for the service, caught me off guard. And then I realized, it felt normal, useful and right. 

We have done all that we can to provide a way to worship safely inside the building. The surfaces in the Sanctuary have 
been sprayed with a mist that disinfects surfaces for up to 60 days. Our air exchange rate has been tested and is adequate for 
short-term gatherings. That being said, we are well aware there is no"safe" way to gather these days.

As I write this, we are having to shift our approach once again. Just as we were anticipating the possibility of adding services, 
we need to put those plans on hold to accommodate the rising Covid infection rates recently announced.

The good news is we can continue to offer our Sunday morning live-stream and video worship services. Our current 
registration limits are within changing guidelines. As long as we have the volunteers and leadership for worship, we will 
continue. Since we know who is planning to attend each week through the registration process, we can easily communicate 
any change in plans. May God bless and keep our technology and our technology team!

As your pastors and leaders, we will do our best to stay safe, so that we can continue to offer something familiar in the midst 
of the new that is coming at us every day. Connections such as these are what makes a church a church. It’s not so much 
about being in the Sanctuary as it is about being present for one another. God is in those interactions, however they occur. 
May your time of worship, however it looks, bolster your courage and offer the familiar in the midst of the new.

The Big Question:  Christmas Eve Worship

Worship Video

With all of the above still swirling around us, the Grace staff has poured over plans for worship on Christmas Eve.  Grace 
usually has an attendance of about 1800 persons in six services on that most special night of the year. Our biggest question 
has been, how do we offer the sacred moment of candle-lighting that opens hearts and minds to the Incarnation of God in 
Jesus Christ? Even if we offered services throughout the day and evening, we would still only reach about one-sixth of our 
usual attendees. And you can’t really light candles from six feet apart. 

Continued on the inside column

Ordination Service for 
Pastor Daniel 

Pastor Daniel shares with his Grace UMC family that he will be officially 
ordained as an Elder by Bishop Sally Dyck on Friday, November 13, at 
Barrington UMC.  Delayed due to the pandemic, this service will
be live-streamed for all who wish to participate (visit www.umcnic.org for 
information).

We at Grace UMC are blessed to be able to share this important capstone in 
Pastor Daniel’s journey.  It is, indeed, the final step in a process that requires 
years of study, vulnerability, prayer, discernment and dollars. In "normal" 
times we would invite carloads of people to the ordination service in support 
of Daniel’s ministry among us. Since that’s not possible this year, I hope 
we can still find ways to show our love and appreciation, to give him that 
buoyant sense of celebration that helps to launch a lifetime of work as an 
Ordained Elder!  

If you would like to send a card or note of congratulations, you may address 
to Rev. Dr. Daniel Cochran at Grace UMC, 300 E. Garter Rd., Naperville, IL 
60540.

Pastor Daniel and daughter, Avy
in the Sanctuary at Grace UMC.

http://www.umcnic.org
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/hunt
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/drive-in-movie-night


All-Church Adult Faith Formation Gathering
Join us on Sunday, November 1, at 9:15 a.m., when Pastor Doug Bowden will offer an overview of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 
powerful book The Cost of Discipleship. Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor and theologian executed by the Nazis in 1945, 
challenges us to reflect on what it means to follow Christ in this modern world. Rather than be tempted by a "cheap grace 
that we bestow on ourselves ... grace without discipleship," Bonhoeffer encourages Christians to embrace God's "costly 
grace... which is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life." 

Click here for Zoom Details. 

This overview on November 1 will be followed by an in-depth study with Pastor Doug beginning in January 2021. Contact 
Doug if you would like to participate (dbowden6@aol.com). 

To join one of our existing small group ministries or to explore creating a new one, contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@
peopleofgrace.org). 

Thank you for Coming to Roam Our Property! 

On behalf of Grace United Methodist 
Church, we would like to say thank you to all 
who came out to our first ever Come Roam 
Our Property Scavenger Hunt.  

It was such a blessing to be out in nature and 
enjoy all of God's natural blessings together.  
We know that for some this was the first time 
venturing out and for others this was another 
opportunity to connect with others in a safe 
way.  

Thank you to all who helped to make this 
special time together happen; wonderful 
memories were made.  As we move into the 
late fall and winter months, we pray that we 
all continue to think, imagine, pray and act in 
a way that changes the world for God's glory! God is always with us and cares for us, just as he does nature in all its beauty!  
Also, thank you for your understanding and flexibility when we had to postpone due to weather and for making the effort 
to come on the new date! 

It’s time!!!! Yes, Virtual 
Mistletoe Marketplace, 
(Grace’s UMW main 
fundraiser), is about to 
begin! Beginning November 
1 through November 15,  
the Grace United Methodist 
Women will be collecting 
donations to help fund 
mission projects that support  
women, youth, and children 
worldwide, nationally, and 
locally. 

During this time, you will receive emails with video links that share why it is important to support the Virtual Mistletoe 
Marketplace. These videos will feature just some of the missions that depend on us and need us more than ever. Last year, 
Mistletoe Marketplace brought in $12,000.00. But this year, we cannot get out to help in the usual ways, and the financial 
needs are greater! They are counting on our assistance.

Please think about what you have spent on Mistletoe Marketplace in the past. Then, consider giving that amount, or more 
as your donation to United Methodist Women. 100% of all the donations goes to our UMW mission projects.

Donations can be made online by clicking here  or by check made out to Grace United Methodist Women and mailed to 
Grace United Methodist Church, Attn: Grace UMW, 300 East Gartner Road, Naperville, IL 60540. 

Help us to provide hope, dignity and a brighter future for these families. It is only possible with caring, faithful supporters 
like you!  Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for more information.

It's Virtual Mistletoe Marketplace Time!

Grace UMC is supporting 
Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry in 
the month of November. 

They invite you to donate cash, 
or you might like to donate food 
items via their “Virtual Food 
Drive” found at www.loaves-fishes.org under the “Ways to Give” button.  You will see a list of their most needed items and 
can select the quantity of items you wish to donate.  

Your dollars will go further with the Virtual Food Drive because of Loaves & Fishes' cooperative buying power.

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry 

Continued from the front page: Something New Amidst the Familiar

But, if we think beyond the boundaries of what we have always done in the past, new ideas emerge amidst the familiar. 
We know we can offer excellence in worship with our pre-recorded video. Grace Music Ministry does not disappoint. The 
flexibility of engaging in worship when it works best for your family is a distinct advantage. So, we will offer a pre-recorded 
video worship for Christmas Eve.

Luminary Drive

We also have a huge opportunity to recreate the sense of holiness, peace, and hope that wraps us in love during the lighting 
of candles in a new way. This year, in addition to the worship video, we will offer a “Journey to the Manger” luminary drive 
on Christmas Eve! 

The Grace property will be transformed into a pilgrimage of light that takes us on the journey of Mary and Joseph, through 
the darkness of night and into the light of God’s greatest gift. You will be able to participate from your car as you enter the 
lower parking lot, with guided music and messages, and make your way to the manger. From there you can take the light of 
Christ with you to share with the world. 

Christmas will still be Christmas! Watch for more information and for additional resources as we equip you with all that 
you’ll need to celebrate Jesus, God among us. Of course, as always, we welcome those of you willing to volunteer to serve 
for our luminary event and/or to donate to underwrite the costs associated with it. 

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/AFFG-Zoom
mailto:dbowden6%40aol.com?subject=January%202021%20Class
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation%20Classes
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Adult%20Faith%20Formation%20Classes
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:ppepiot%40gmail.com?subject=Virtual%20Mistletoe%20Marketplace
https://www.loaves-fishes.org/
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/MM
https://www.loaves-fishes.org/


The Advent Season @Grace!!! Support Heifer International Project 

Our Grace community has 
been supporting the Heifer 
International Project for decades, 
and last year donated $5,000 worth 
of animals and training to help lift 
low-income, rural communities 
out of hunger and poverty. 

As we all are, Heifer International 
is settling into a new normal 
with their partnerships both in 
the US and 21 countries around 
the world.  Heifer-supported 
cooperatives of farmers are 
finding ways to maintain their 
farms, businesses, families, and 
communities affected by the COVID-19 restrictions and weather disasters.  The challenges are great, but we can 
make a difference!  

In lieu of visiting the Welcome Center during the Advent season, we invite you to visit the Heifer International 
website at www.heifer.org and click on their Gift Catalog to see the possible Animal, Caring for the Earth or 
Women’s Empowerment gifts from which you can choose.  They even provide cards that you or they can send to 
your gift recipients!

Giving Thanks and Getting Ready Drive-Thru 
We are excited to offer a time of “Giving Thanks” for all that God has given you and “Getting Ready” for the 
promise of His Son during Advent on Sunday, November 22, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. as a drive-thru 
experience under the portico at the Worship Center Entrance. 

We will be “Giving Thanks” for all of  God’s generosity toward us by receiving our annual Noisy Offering (learn 
more about Noisy Offering and Feed My Starving Children below) as a Drive-Thru Drop-Off. Choristers with 
“noisy” pots will be ready to greet you under the portico at the Worship Center Entrance. We are hoping you 
have continued to collect your spare change just as you always have and will be willing to drop it in our kettles 
to support the mission of Feed My Starving Children again this year.  All monetary donations will be accepted 
– even the very “unnoisy” paper kind as well as checks made out to Grace United Methodist Church (memo: 
Noisy Offering). You can also give online by clicking here.

We will provide you with an Advent Kit to help you “Get Ready” to celebrate the Incarnation – God With Us – 
right in your own home! The Advent Kits will include items like “A Reverse Advent Calendar” that will benefit 
the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry (learn more about the Reverse Advent Calendar on the inside column), a 
supply kit or instructions to make an Advent wreath at home (more details to come), Advent Resources for 
adults and much more.  We cannot all be together physically, but we can still gather to share in the communal 
experience throughout our Advent season. Get Ready! Contact Lynn Leitzen (lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org) 
for more information. 

The need is greater than ever before, and while 
all Mobile Packs for Feed My Starving Children 
(FMSC) are on hold through at least the end of 
February 2021, the children’s choirs of Grace desire 
to support our annual Noisy Offering mission to 
raise awareness and funds for hungry children here 
and abroad. The Grace congregation has always 
been so generous in supporting our choristers’ 
efforts to help feed hungry children through the 
amazing outreach of Feed My Starving Children. 
Thank you, in advance, for your continued generosity!

On Sunday, November 22, from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., we will be Giving Thanks for God’s generosity toward us 
by receiving our annual Noisy Offering as a Drive-Thru Drop-Off. Choristers with “noisy” pots will be ready to 
greet you under the portico at the Worship Center Entrance. We are hoping you have continued to collect your 
spare change just as you always have and will be willing to drop it in our kettles to support the mission of FMSC 
again this year.  All monetary donations are greatly appreciated and will be gladly accepted – even the very 
“unnoisy” paper kind as well as checks made out to Grace United Methodist Church (memo: Noisy Offering). 
You can also give online by clicking here.

Annual Noisy Offering!

Parenting with Grace: 12 Days of Thanksgiving Challenge

In honor of Thanksgiving, Parenting with Grace invites the people 
of Grace UMC to participate in a 12 Days of Thanksgiving Challenge. 

The 12-day calendar will begin on Sunday, November 15, and lead 
up through Thanksgiving. Each day will include a fun, interactive 
thankfulness activity using movement, books, art, 
and music for all ages in which to participate.

As you complete activities, we encourage you to submit photos and 
videos of your experiences that will be shared with the congregation 
at gracepics@peopleofgrace.org! 

The calendar and more information will be posted on
www.peopleofgrace.org! 

Contact Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanieabderhalden@gmail.com) for more information.

http://www.heifer.org
http://www.heifer.org
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:lynn.leitzen%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Giving%20Thanks%20and%20Getting%20Ready
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
mailto:gracepics%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=12-Days%20of%20Thanksgiving%20Challenge
http://www.peopleofgrace.org
mailto:%28stefanieabderhalden%40gmail.com?subject=Parenting%20with%20Grace%3A%2012-Days%20of%20Thanksgiving%20Challenge
https://www.fmsc.org/


Reverse Advent Calendar

United Methodist Women Gathering
Come with us as we journey with Mary 
and experience the birth of Jesus on 
Tuesday, December 1, at 9 a.m. on Zoom. 
With readings and musical videos, we will 
see Mary’s perspective on Jesus’ birth as 
presented by Adam Hamilton’s book Not A 
Silent Night.  

Click here for Zoom link details. 

Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.com) for more information.

This year, consider a different type of Advent calendar!  Instead of chocolate, 
how about making someone's day brighter and easier by participating in our 
Reverse Advent Calendar? 

“What is a Reverse Advent Calendar?”

Our Reverse Advent Calendar gives you a list of suggested items to put in a box 
each day to benefit the clients of the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry.  The Food 
Pantry offers a wide variety of foods for their clients but the specific items in 
this calendar are always in high demand.  If these items are not available for 
you to share, please feel free to substitute items you and your family choose as 
alternatives.  

You can pick up boxes and Reverse Advent Calendars as a part of our Advent Kit on Sunday, November 22, 
from 11: 30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the “Giving Thanks and Getting Ready” Drive-Thru. You can also use your own 
box and download the calendar by clicking here. You can make as many boxes as your family would like to 
make. Have fun giving back to others this season and maybe create a new tradition!

Completed boxes can be brought back to the Church any time the week of December 27-December 30, or 
simply drop them off at the Candlelight Luminary Drive on Christmas Eve. 

Contact Lara Stanton (lstanton56@gmail.com) for more information. 

Advent Book Study

During the month of Advent, the pastors and staff invite you to join us in reading Adam Hamilton's new book 
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas. 

Hamilton explores the various names of Jesus (Lord, King, Savior, Emmanuel, Light, etc.) and helps us 
appreciate their historical and personal importance. 

If you are interested in joining a small group to read this book in community, please contact Pastor Daniel 
(daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org).

Grace Community Builders 
Great news! Grace Community Builders (GCB) is starting additional groups the week of October 18th. GCB 
helps build a stronger sense of community within our church. This powerful idea is based on the concept of 
expanding the personal networks of participants. 

There have been 119 individuals in GCB, and many participated multiple times. This has deepened their 
understanding of what other people are doing in the church and the community. 

Each Group has six people. Each Community Builder will spend approximately one hour a week with a different 
member each week over five weeks. A pairing sheet identifies each participant and who she/he will meet with 
each week. It includes phone numbers and email addresses of the participants. 

Each meeting is set up between the two people who are planning to meet within the next week. The time and 
place are up to each pair. Because of COVID-19, options for meeting have changed. Having coffee where a 
restaurant has outside space is one choice, but FaceTime, Skype and Zoom are alternatives. 

What is discussed at a meeting is up to the two participants. Often people find they have many things in 
common. You’ll find that it is truly an enjoyable experience. 

GCB is one of the church’s internal foundational steps that helps its members understand one another better 
and to participate in the outreaches of our church. To sign up for a Group or for more information, contact Bill 
Fronk (wcfronk1@gmail.com).

We Need Your Help! 

The Trustees need volunteers to rake and remove the fallen leaves from the Church grounds on Saturday, 
November 14, from 8 a.m. - noon. You and your family are invited to come out and give a hand. Bring your own 
equipment (rakes, blowers, and tarps) if you have them. If not, come anyway. We will have extra rakes and tarps 
available for those who do not bring their own. Please, if you are not able to work the entire morning come and 
help out for however long you can.  Any time that you can give will help get the work done quicker and be greatly 
appreciated. Contact Steve Peters (swplap@wowway.com) for more information.

Leaf Raking Workday

https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/UMWDecemberZoom.pdf
mailto:ppepiot%40gmail.com?subject=UMW%20December%20Gathering
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/RAC
mailto:lstanton56%40gmail.com?subject=Reverse%20Advent%20Calendar
https://www.aurorafoodpantry.org/
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Advent%20Study
mailto:wcfronk1%40gmail.com?subject=GCB
mailto:swplap%40wowway.com?subject=Leaf%20Raking%20Workday
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/UMWDecemberZoom.pdf

