
Grace Notes
November 2019

Gather to Christ • Grow as Disciples • Go to Serve
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church, Naperville

It’s Not About What We Want

In today’s world, we can get exactly 
what we want, exactly the way we 
want it. Want a Grande Sugar-Free 
Vanilla Latte with Soy, extra foam? 
You got it! Need new shoe polish 
in navy blue without searching ten 
different stores? Order it online and 
it can be on your porch by evening. 
And if it’s not right? There are other 
places to go. It really is a great time to 
be alive.

And then we come to church.

And we’re asked to put aside our 
own wants and even our own needs 
at times for the greater purpose to 
which God is calling us.

What other organization asks that of 
us?  Dietrich Bonhoeffer writes, “The 
Church is the Church only when 
it exists for others.” The church is 
us, offering ourselves in union with 
Christ’s offering for us. We come to 
give, not to receive. 

The church is unique in both its 
purpose and mission. The overall 
purpose for the Church has been 
consistent since Jesus launched it 
through the Great Commission, “Go 
and make disciples, baptizing them 
in the name of God the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.”

But the mission of this church 
changes over time. The mission 
is the specific goal that God lays 
before us for this time and this place. 
We cannot possibly ever complete 
God’s ongoing purpose, but we can 
complete the mission if we look past 

our own desires and ask what it is 
God is calling us to be and to do; 
how is God calling us to stay firm 
in our faith? 

Several years ago, when the 
population of Naperville was 
exploding, the mission of Grace 
was to inspire and care for those 
who were coming in the doors. 
That was challenge enough! 

But today, the mission is different. 
Today’s mission requires each 
member of Grace to consider why 
Grace UMC exists: What unique 
message does Grace have to offer 
this community, and how are we to 
share that so that others can hear. 
What has it meant to you to be 
held in prayer or to experience God 
in worship? What is it like to see 
God through someone else’s eyes, 
to see someone’s tears when they 
realize how much they are valued; 
to find purpose for your life beyond 
achievement? How might these 
realizations bless those beyond this 
congregation?

Grace has developed a new 
outreach video that will be played 
before every movie at the Ogden 6 
Theaters for ten weeks beginning 
Friday, November 22. Supported 
by a grant, the 15-second spot will 
feature a paraphrase of John 6:60-
68. Jesus’ disciples are venting a bit: 
“This is a hard teaching,” they say. 
“Who can stand it!”  And scripture 
says, “Many turned back and no 
longer followed him.” 

The words on the screen will then 
be, “The world needs you to stay: 
Stay Generous, Compassionate, 
Peaceful, Curious, Humble, Caring, 
Open, Connected, Grateful, Aware, 
Loving." And it will be signed, www.
peopleofgrace.org.

The world needs the people of Grace 
to stay … stay focused on God and the 
mission God is revealing for us in this 
time and place. Stay grateful for all with 
which God has blessed us. And stay 
rested in the peace of Christ! 

Mistletoe Marketplace
Our Annual Mistletoe Marketplace 
will be held from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. on Saturday, November 9, in 
the Activity Center. This is a great 
place to shop for Christmas gifts 
like homemade crafts, quilted items, 
and baked goods, as well as unique 
items and beautiful baskets at our 
Silent Auction.

You will also have an opportunity to 
be entered into the drawing for our 
lovely handmade 2019 Money for 
Missions Quilt, "Sweet Dreams." This beautiful quilt was pieced
and hand-quilted by Grace Quilters. It is a queen-size quilt and 
comes with two coordinated pillowcases. Tickets will be on sale 
for this quilt at the Welcome Desk on Sundays and at Mistletoe 
Marketplace. Tickets are $1 each or $5 for 6. All proceeds from 
ticket sales go to United Methodist Women missions.

Come and bring your friends and enjoy a wonderful morning 
and light lunch in our Mistletoe Café. All proceeds from the 
Marketplace go to our United Methodist Women missions.

By Rev. Cindy Marino

We need your 
donations! The more 
Silent Auction items 
we have, the more 
funds that are raised 
for Missions. Items 
needed are sports/
entertainment 
tickets, holiday décor, antiques, gift baskets, and 
new/unused items that are appropriate for a Silent 
Auction. No "White Elephants" please!

Gift baskets are very popular items and raise the 
most money. You can design one of your own 
or donate items and UMW members will create 
one. Drop off items in the containers behind the 
Welcome Desk by Sunday, November 3. 

Contact Ro Willard (willardrj1@sbcglobal.net) or 
Darlene Schille (darsquiltz@gmail.com) for more 
information.

Silent Auction Items Needed!



Over 50 Fellowship

All-Saints' Services

Join us for an old-fashioned hymn sing at our November
meeting on Thursday, November 14. Tom Colao, our 
former organist and pianist at Grace, will accompany us 
as we sing favorite hymns and carols. Join the group as 
we reminisce and usher in the holidays with this festive 
day of song!

The Over 50 Fellowship will meet Thursday, November
14, at noon in Fellowship Hall. We will start with lunch,
then our program will begin promptly at 1 p.m. When
you sign up at the Welcome Desk, each person should
list a hymn or carol request. Sign-up will close at noon 
on Monday, November 11. The lunch will cost $10 in 
cash, payable at the door.  Contact Martha Sanders 
(bmarzink@sbcglobal.net) for more information.

The Fellowship of Christian 
Men are sponsoring an event 
for all of the men and women 
of Grace as well any other 
adults in the community
 to talk about Mental Health 
Awareness on Friday, 
November 1. Dinner starts at 
6 p.m. followed by the 
program at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

Our guest speaker, Renee Roscoe-Morrison, is happy 
to lead her church in this important conversation about 
Mental Health Awareness. Renée received her Master’s 
in Clinical Psychology from Wheaton College Graduate 
School. Although she is a Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist, she sees individual clients of all ages as well. 
Renée incorporates Christian ideals and understandings 
into therapy upon client request. Renée has been 
practicing psychotherapy for six years; she has offices in 
both Hoffman Estates and Warrenville. 

Donations of $5 are appreciated for dinner. Childcare 
will be available. RSVP by Saturday, October 26, to Bob 
Pacanowski (bpacanowski@ franklinsports.com).  

Let’s Talk About 
Mental Health Awareness!

We Need Your Help!
Leaf Raking Workday

Surviving the Holidays Gathering! 
Are you dreading the holidays, knowing everything 
has changed after losing a loved one? Join us for our 
Surviving the Holidays, a Grief Share Workshop, on 
Sunday, November 17, from 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. in room 
254 led by Judy Cornett. 

This workshop will provide ways to cope and a time to 
be in community with others who are finding this to 
be a difficult time of year. There is hope! Contact Judy 
Cornett (shottsja@gmail.com) for more information.

Effects of Vaping in Youth

The Trustees need volunteers to rake and remove the
fallen leaves from the Church grounds on Saturday,
November 16, from 8 a.m. - noon. You and your family 
are invited to come out and give a hand. Bring your own
equipment (rakes, blowers, and tarps) if you have them.
If not, come anyway. We will have extra rakes and tarps
available for those who do not bring their own. The
Church trustees will provide coffee, tea, juice, bottled
water, donuts, and muffins.

Please, if you are not able to work the entire morning
come and help out for however long you can. Any time
that you can give will help get the work done quicker
and be greatly appreciated. Come and enjoy the fun and
fellowship. 

Contact Steve Peters (swplap@wowway.com) for more 
information. 

Join us on Sunday, November 3, at 9:15 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Pastor Doug Bowden and Larry 
Hartman will share with us insights gathered from their 
fall group study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life-changing 
book, Life Together.

Bonhoeffer was a German pastor, theologian, and 
martyr who bore witness to the grace and love of God 
amidst the horrors of Nazi Germany. When in 1938 
his beloved seminary at Finkenwalde was closed by the 
Nazis, Bonhoeffer wrote the book, Life Together, as a 
meditation on the nature of the Christian community. 
This book remains for us today a powerful and 
challenging call to live in Christ-centered communities 
of love.

Renee Roscoe-Morrison

Join us on Wednesday, November 27, at 6:30 p.m. in 
room 243 for a time of food, fun, and fellowship! RSVP 
to Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.
org) no later than Sunday, November 24. 

Choral Evensong

Experience the beauty of holiness in a fresh and ancient 
way. Come as you are! Leave renewed! 

Join us on Sunday, November 17, at 3:30 p.m. for 
Pre-Service Concert with the Krizalido Piano Trio 
performing Mendelssohn: Piano Trio No. 1 in D Minor. 
The trio features Daryl Silberman, orchestra director at 
Waubonsie Valley High School. (Learn more about the 
trio at krizalidopianotrio.com.) Come and celebrate one 
of Naperville’s finest music educators and performers. 

Sung Evensong will begin at 4 p.m. with a reception in 
the Gathering Space at 4:45 p.m. Contact Dan Wagner 
(dan.wagner@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

Youth G.Y.M 
G.Y.M. takes a holiday break on Wednesday, November 
27, and will resume on Wednesday, December 4. Have a 
Happy Thanksgving!

Grace Youth Ministry welcomes Matt Smith (a former 
youth at Grace) and colleagues from the University 
of Illinois Chicago School of Pharmacy on Sunday, 
November 10, from 9:15 a.m. -10:15 a.m. in room 234. 

The pharmacy students will share a presentation on the 
effects of vaping in teens and pre-teens.  Junior high 
and senior high students are invited into room 234 that 
morning to learn more.  Parents are welcome to attend, 
though the students are the target audience. 

RSVP to Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@
peopleofgrace.org) no later than Sunday, November 3.

Adult Faith Formation Gathering Harvest Home Thank You! 
Almost 200 of our Grace Church Family attended our 
annual Harvest Home Dinner on Wednesday, October 
9. We enjoyed a delicious turkey dinner, a great musical 
program, and recognized honorees. Missy Hoekstra-
Hecht was our Mistress of Ceremony for the evening. 

We welcomed our newest members and honored 39 of 
our members who have been members of Grace Church 
for 50 years and more. Robert Piper has been a member 
here for 86 years! 

The evening ended with the presentation of two special 
Grace Awards for Faith Christian Service to John Bodine 
and Ron Laub for their unending service to our Church. 

Our special offering and proceeds from the dinner of 
about $4,000 will go to Hesed House, a homeless shelter 
in Aurora, supported in many ways by Grace Church and 
our members. 

“Thank you” to all who helped make the evening a 
success! Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 
14, 2020, for our 2020 Harvest Home Dinner! 

College Student Gathering

Join us as we observe All-Saints' Sunday on Saturday, 
November 2 at  5 p.m. and Sunday, November 3, at 8 
a.m., 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

The Grace Chancel Choir will present the timeless and 
poignant Requiem by Gabriel Faure accompanied by the 
Memorial Orchestra with Guest Organist Philip Spencer 
at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Our 9 a.m. Gathering Worship Team will be joined by a 
String Trio, featuring Joia Nicholson on cello, Cassie Ruiz 
and Leah Kahle on violin, in the Activity Center for a 
poignant time of remembrance.

Also, there will be a short service in the Rod Lacy 
Memorial Garden, following the 10:30 a.m. service to 
remember those who are with our Lord. 

Trash Bin Fundraiser
Do your trash bins need a fall clean-up?  Maybe your 
neighbors trash bins are looking a bit rough and you'd 
like to "gift" them a trash bin cleaning. 

As a fundraising opportunity, Grace Youth Summer 
Missions has partnered with Eco Trash Bin Clean.  Call 
or text 630-352-8022 with your name, address/zip code 
and the code word "Grace."  Eco Trash Bin responds with 
information for setting up your appointment.  

On the day of your appointment, they come to your 
home, use their equipment and clean and sanitize your 
garbage containers.  For best results, consider setting up 
your appointment for the day after your garbage pick-up.  
For each appointment made with Eco Trash Bin Clean, 
Grace Youth Summer Missions will make $5.  Please 
help us get the word out to your friends and neighbors 
by copying the post on the Grace Facebook page and 
re-posting to any Facebook page(s) with which you are 
affiliated. You may also simply share the phone number 
and our code word “Grace."  Visit ecotrashbinclean.com 
to learn more about the services provided. 

Get your trash bins cleaned before or after Thanksgiving 
dinner and guests!  Trash bin cleaning goes on hiatus 
from late December through February, so make your 
appointment now! Questions may be directed to Gaye 
Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org).



Advent@Grace & So Much More...

Join us for our 14th annual “Celebrate the Season,” a ladies-
only event, to be held on Wednesday, December 4, at 6 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall. The evening includes decorated tables, 
catered dinner, and entertainment by four singers from the 
group “Lakeside Singers."

Our committee is taking reservations now for ladies that will 
decorate tables. As in the past, the tables are groups of 8 and 
10. You do not have to sell all of the seats at your tables. 

Tickets are $20 per person and will be on sale Sundays, 
November 10 and 17, from 9 a.m. -11 a.m. at the Welcome 
Desk.

Contact Kim Scharafin (kimscharafin@comcast.net) for 
more information and to let us know you if you would like to 
decorate a table.

Noisy Offering

Celebrate the Season

“A Christmas Travelogue”

United Methodist Women 
will meet on Tuesday, 
December 3, for their 
general meeting, a special 
Christmas program and 
potluck buffet featuring 
international dishes. 
Members and guests are 
invited to gather at 9 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.

Dan Wagner, our guest 
presenter and Minister 
of Music at Grace, will offer you an opportunity to see 
the world through the sounds of the music of Christmas. 
He, along with his talented friends, will take you through 
time and space, exploring Christmas music traditions 
from medieval times to today, in many languages and 
cultures.  A “pastiche” of participation, multi-media, live 
singing, and informative stories will offer you an engaging 
and entertaining connection to the musical expressions 
of Christmas over the past thousand years and across the 
globe.

We will also have our Remembrance Service and 
Installation of Officers for 2020. Join us for this special 
day of celebration. Contact Phyllis Pepiot (ppepiot@gmail.
com) for more information.

WILL YOU MAKE ROOM?

Children’s Music Ministry Advent Musical

“It’s one week before the church Christmas pageant. The director is sick and it’s up to the children to do the best they 
can…but it won’t be easy. No one has learned their lines. The pageant feels like “just one more thing” during a busy time 
of year. Everyone has their own opinions about how to make this old story feel brand new. A bossy angel. Wisecracking 
shepherds. Unruly sheep. 

Will the children get it together in time? Will the Christmas pageant be a complete flop? Or will the children discover, in 
their own unabashedly child-like ways, the joy and the wonder that comes from making room for what really matters?”

COME FIND OUT! 

On Sunday, December 8, at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, the answers will tickle your funny bone and absolutely warm your 
heart as you prepare to make room for the birth of Jesus in your own life.

During the open hour between services in the Sanctuary, we invite EVERYONE to attend “Room for Christmas,” this 
year’s Advent musical offering from our Children’s Music Ministry. Faith Formation classes of all ages are encouraged to 
attend together!  

A continual favorite with our choristers, Mark Burrow’s witty musical creation also contains a poignant moment as the 
children bring their gifts to the manger scene as part of Grace’s annual gift-giving tradition.

So, as the busyness of the season approaches, mark your calendar now to come and find out how to “make room” for 
what really matters. Christmas is a great time to invite others to church. This uplifting musical, "Room for Christmas," 
is the perfect opportunity to invite those friends, neighbors, relatives you have been meaning to invite but haven’t. Then 
encourage them to join you and your family for the worship at 10:30 a.m.

Save the Date for Advent Activities! 
We are almost into the Advent season! It’s exciting to await the huge 
birthday celebration to honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

Sometimes we use these terms just because we have always used them, 
but this year, I challenge each of you to bring joy and thanksgiving to the 
Advent season one gracious experience at a time. Spend intentional time 
with Jesus, family, and friends. I also encourage you to make time for self-
reflection as you ponder what God has called you to do in this lifetime. 

In addition to our faith-forming worship services and adult classes, 
please save the dates below so that you can be a part of making “Room 
for Christmas!" Please use the links below to register for wreath making, 
Advent lunch, and Kid’s Night Out! We would LOVE to see everyone!! If 
you still have your wreath form from last year, please pull it out, dust it off 
and bring it with you! 

• Join us for an Advent Lunch and Wreathing Making Event on Sunday, November 24, with lunch at 11:30 a.m. and 
Wreath Making at 12:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Cost is $5 per person for lunch and $15 per family for the Advent 
Wreath. Deadline to register is Sunday, November 17. Register now at peopleofgrace.org/advent-wreath.

• Join us for Kid's Night Out on Friday, December 6, at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will have pizza, treats, 
crafts, music, games, and a movie! Cost is $10 per child with a $30 family maximum. Deadline to register is Sunday, 
December 2, at noon. Register now at peopleofgrace.org/kids-night-out. 

• Our Children's Christmas Musical, “Room for Christmas” is on Sunday, December 8, at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
(Check out the Children’s Music Ministry Advent Musical below for more details.)

 Help Needed! 
We will need new chicken wire 

wreath forms made for this year! 

If you or a group of people you 
know would be willing to help make

 these forms please contact 
Chamus Burnside- Savazzini

(chamus@peopleofgrace.org)! 

Please continue 
to save your loose 
change to help the 
Children's Music 
Ministry "Change 
The World!" 

The 7th Annual 
Noisy Offering 
will take place 
on Sunday, 
November 24, at all 3 services. Your generosity on that 
pre-Thanksgiving Sunday morning helps purchase the 
packing slots for the choirs and their families at the Feed 
My Starving Children's Feed The Need Mobile Pack in 
February 2020! 

The choristers also make their own monthly contribution 
toward our $2,500 goal by donating chore money, asking 
for contributions, raking leaves, sharing from their 
allowance, etc. Because the Mobile Pack allows for even 
our youngest choristers to participate, there is no better 
opportunity to plant a seed for growing life-long servants, 
caring for the "least of these" and living out Matthew 25:40.  

Mark your calendars to bring your collected loose change, 
so that we might change the world one quarter at a time! 
(But if you forget, paper bills work too!) 



Thank You from Joliet-Trinity Families! 
Stay Tuned for a New Christmas Giving Program

Christmas Around the World

Join us on Sunday, December 8, from 9 a.m. to noon in the 
Fellowship Hall for this unique Artisan Craft Bazaar!  

Artisan vendors selling unique handmade items will include Ten 
Thousand Villages, Enactus (North Central College student-run 
direct trade group), Special Sparkle, WAR Chest (Women at Risk) 
and Equal Exchange (coffee, tea, chocolate, and hot cocoa mixes). 

This is a great opportunity to purchase a variety of reasonably-
priced, one-of-a-kind handcrafted items such as ornaments, 
jewelry, kitchen items, textiles, and scarves. Sales benefit artisans 
from all over the world. 

This event is sponsored by Grace’s Church & Society Committee. 
Contact Jaci Tschirart (green.tschirhart@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

Grace and Joliet-Trinity UMC families have shared the Christmas spirit for 
at least 18 years! This is one of the longest-running Christmas gift-giving 
programs Grace Commission on Religion & Race (CORR) has sponsored. 

However, Trinity’s children have grown up and it’s time to initiate new 
Christmas gift-giving programs. Pastor Ivan Sarabia of Joliet-Trinity 
shared, “Some families have left the church and the children have grown up 
and now are young adults. On behalf of our church and families, we would 
like to thank all the families and members of Grace who have contributed 
through the years to make this activity possible.” Yes, the Trinity children 
who peeked at us from behind their mother’s skirts and giggled with 
delight during pinata games graduated to leading Advent worship and are 
now young adults! And yet the Christmas spirit lives on. 

CORR is planning a new children’s Christmas gift-giving program for 
2019. We hope to make it seamless for Grace Families while revamping the program to empower parents and families 
with dignity and discernment. We look forward to revealing the revamped program to Grace. Stay tuned for the rollout 
in November. 

We appreciate your generosity through the years, from serving St. Matthew UMC’s children, to Epworth UMC’s, and more 
recently, Joliet-Trinity.

Mitten Tree! 

By: Nadia Kanhai, Chair of the Commission on Religion & Race

Parents in Prayer 
By: Vera McDonald

In March of 2018, at 17-years-old, my daughter Amy was diagnosed 
with Systemic Lupus Erythematosus, or more simply Lupus. Lupus is an 
autoimmune condition where the body attacks itself, damaging organs and 
body systems through persistent inflammation. Complications from lupus 
include painful joints, profound fatigue, brain fog, hair loss, kidney failure, 
stroke, and heart attack. There is no cure. Amy takes a combination of 
powerful drugs to mitigate the damage lupus can inflict on her organs, and 
the drugs themselves come with their own set of risks. It’s a delicate balancing 
act consisting of frequent visits to the University of Chicago Medicine for 
tests and follow-up, then more tests and more follow-up.

The weeks and months immediately after Amy’s diagnosis were filled with 
indescribable fear and desperation. My faith was definitely put to the test like 
never before. There were times when I was so angry at God, I couldn’t bring myself to go to church, and I was at a complete 
loss for words when it came to prayer.

But, for a year now, in the midst of all this, God has put it on my heart to begin a prayer group specifically for the parents, 
guardians, and care-givers of seriously ill children. Whether your child is 5 or 55, the emotions that come when your child 
is diagnosed with a life-changing illness can be overwhelming. 

Parents in Prayer (PiP) meets alternating Wednesday evenings, from 7 p.m. -8.m., in room 225. Our next prayer meetings 
are Wednesday, October 30 and Wednesday, November. 13. 

If your child is seriously ill – whether it be cancer, serious injury, an autoimmune disorder, mental illness, whatever it is - 
please think about coming to our prayer group. If you have any questions, please email me (veramc333@gmail.com).

Joliet-Trinity Families, December 9, 2018

As winter quickly 
approaches, so does 
the need for mittens, 
scarves, gloves, and hats.

Our Annual Mitten Tree, 
which will benefit Hesed 
House, is up outside 
of the Activity Center. 
Please bring mittens, 
scarves, gloves and/or 
hats for children, youth and adults to place on the tree. 
Deadline to donate is Monday, December 2.

This project is sponsored by the Emmaus Community at 
Grace.

Musical Highlights for December! 

The Lakeside Singers Christmas Concert on Saturday, 
December 7, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Tickets are on 
sale at lakesidesingers.com/Tickets.

Gift of Love Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 
15, at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. More details to come. 

New Life Singers Christmas Cantata on Saturday, 
December 21, at 5 p.m. and Sunday, December 22, at 8 
a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Noon Festive Communion Service with Youth Choir, 
Youth Bells, Youth Readers, and Intergenerational 
Orchestra

3 p.m.  A Service Designed with Children in Mind 
with the Grace Children’s Choirs

4:30 p.m. Contemporary Service with the Grace 
Praise Team 

8 p.m. Candlelight Service with Communion, the 
New Life Singers, and Grace Bell Ensemble

10 p.m. Candlelight, Traditional Lessons and Carols 
with the Chancel Choir.

All Christmas Eve Services will be live-streamed at 
peopleofgrace.org/live, so join us wherever you are! 

Christmas Eve Services

Companions Journeying Together

Companions Journeying 
Together, part of UMW, 
is once again collecting 
2020 calendars for 
Loaves and Fishes. 
Deadline to donate a 
2020 calendar is Sunday, 
December 22. 

Donations can be placed in the Get Connected Center 
cabinet lower right-hand doors marked “2020 Calendars 
and Christmas Cards” located in the new Gathering 
Space. Contact Nancy Lindberg (nanjquilter@comcast.
net) for more information. 


