
Ever had a mouthful of flour? Or 
baking soda?  Or salt?  Or raw eggs? 

These are a few of the ingredients that 
go into making thick, chewy, rich 
chocolate chunk cookies. And you 
would think that since they combine 
so well they would each be delectable 
on their own. But as we well know, 
each without the other is less likely to 
satisfy our hunger or our sweet tooth.    

And yet, if any of the ingredients 
were left out, the cookie would not be 
the same. 

The cookies without eggs would be 
hard and crumbly. Without flour, 
they would be doughy and lumpy. 
The consistency and taste would 
resemble everything but the melty 
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As we consider our participation 
in Grace UMC and in the body of 
Christ, I invite us all to be mindful 
of just how vital each of us is to the 
whole. Whether giving of our dollars 
for the budget, our emotional energy 
for prayer, our presence for the 
comfort and support of others, or 
our gifts in practical ways to keep the 
body moving and healthy, we are not 
the same if one is missing. 

As a reminder of this fact, each 
person who turns in a commitment 
of giving card will be treated to a 
giant chocolate chip cookie. A bit of 
a gimmick ... but with much meaning 
behind it. Let’s come together to 
make Grace UMC a gift of love to the 
world.

magnificence we expect. 
And so it is with the church! It takes 
all kinds of people with all kinds of 
gifts to make the body whole and able 
to serve as it is designed to do: attract 
others to Christ and go out to be a gift 
of love to the world. 

By Rev. Cindy Marino

More Than Enough 

Come join us on Friday, November 
2, at noon in Fellowship Hall as 
Bettye Wehrli, a distant cousin of 
Sergeant Alvin C. York, tells us his 
unique story of service in World 
War I, how he earned the Medal of 
Honor, and unknown facts about 
this perilous time in our nation’s 
history.

Alvin C. York came from a strict religious family in north 
central Tennessee.  After a wild and unconstrained youth, 
he became a pacifist.  His religion believed that "Thou Shalt 
Not Kill" was a commandment to be honored.  Reluctantly, 
York was drafted into the Army near the end of the First 
World War. Fortunately for him, his commander was a 
Biblical scholar.  This officer appreciated York's beliefs 
and granted York a ten-day leave of absence to better 
understand the commandment. After soul-searching, York 
went to France with extraordinary skills as a sharpshooter, 
honed in the hills of Tennessee.  Despite being pinned 
down by German machine gun fire, York led a charge to 
capture over 100 Germans. 

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Monday, 
October 29, at noon. $10 cash payable at the door. Note: the 
date is on a Friday, the first week of November!

Over 50 Fellowship 

What do you imagine Jesus looks like? What about God? The Holy Spirit? Christians have a rich tradition of using 
images to convey our beliefs about the Trinity as well as what it means to be “fearfully and wonderfully made” in the 
image of God. 

Join Pastor Daniel as he leads a 3-week conversation and study about some of these powerful and provocative images. 
Together we’ll learn about our Christian past, reflect on the present, and look toward the future of the church. We’ll 
meet in Fellowship Hall at 11 a.m. on Sundays, November 18, 25, and December 2. Coffee and light refreshments will 
be provided. 

Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

Images of God 
First of An Ongoing Series



Celebrate the Season is a Women's only event on 
Wednesday, December 5, at 6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Reservations for table decorating are being taken now by 
Kim Scharafin (630-369-4734) or (kimscharafin@comcast.
net). Ticket sales will be on Sunday, November 11, from 9 
a.m. to 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall and Sunday, November
18, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the Activity Center. Tickets
price is $20 per person and includes a catered dinner by
"My Chef."

National Youth Bell Seminar! 

Thank you for giving the Youth Bell 
Ensemble (YBE) the experience of 
a lifetime. It was a unique, musical 
experience that I shared with other 
teens from around the country. 
While at Grand Rapids, MI, we 
had the chance to work with many 
influential bell musicians from 
around the world.  Our Distinctly 
Teen Bell director was from Hong 
Kong, which gave me a new 
perspective with a different director.

The days were spent at rehearsals 
or classes that went from early 
morning to late at night. It was 
arduous and tiring at times, but at others, it was a new 
learning experience, which was exciting. I also participated 
in four classes that taught us new bell techniques and styles, 
which I am hoping to share with the congregation through 
YBE in the coming years.

We also attended other bell concerts and performances from 
groups all over the United States. It was enjoyable to see what 
other choirs could accomplish through bells. We were able to 
see how the use of different techniques could help depict the 
message of the songs. 

Overall, the Distinctly Teen seminar was a great learning 
experience. Thank you for the opportunity to grow, learn, 
and serve Grace.

Grace Home Visitors 

Money for Missions Quilt 

Celebrate the Season
By Caroline Costello

We invite the Children of Grace 
UMC to come join in the fun!  
We will have pizza, treats, crafts, 
music, games, and a movie!  
Parents plan a special night out, 
go shopping or just flop on a 
couch in silence, but don't forget 
to bring the kids!!  We look 
forward to seeing you there!  

Cost: $10/child and $30 max/family due by Sunday, 
December 2,  at noon.  Pay by credit/debit card when you 
register online at www.peopleofgrace.org/kids-night-out, 
or cash/check in the Church Office. Contact Chamus 
Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information.

Kid's Night Out

Trinity UMC In Joliet Christmas 
Once again, the Grace Commission of Religion and 
Race is partnering with Trinity UMC in Joliet to provide 
children's gifts for the families of their church.

We will have a table in the Activity Center on Sundays 
in the month of November, handing out name tags with 
gift requests for the children, ages toddler through teen.  
We are asking for clothing and books/toys. We'll also         
have a few tags for gift cards.

Join us on Sunday, December 9, in Fellowship Hall for 
this family-friendly event to fellowship and hand out gifts. 
More information will be available on Sundays in the 
Activity Center at the Religion and Race Table. Contact 
Nadia Kanhai (nadiakanhai@gmail.com) for more 
information. 

Save the Date! Family Advent Fest 
Join us on Sunday, December 2, beginning in worship at 
11 a.m. for the Children’s Music Ministry Musical “Light 
of the World” by Mark Patterson. The musical combines 
original songs and familiar carols from around the world 
to tell the Christmas story.  Following the service at noon, 
we will gather for a delicious brunch, and Advent Wreath 
making for the whole family. Watch out for more details 
to come on how to register for this fun, hands-on Advent 
event.  All are welcome! Contact Chamus Burnside-
Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) or Lynn Leitzen 
(lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org) for more information. 

All-Saints' Service in the Rod Lacy 
Memorial Garden
Do you need a time of reflection and quietness?  Next 
Sunday, walk to the windows that are across from the 
Activity Center and gaze into the Rod Lacy Memorial 
Garden. We are so grateful to Mike Spravka for the many 
hours over the years he has spent weeding and planting 
new, interesting plants for our viewing. Mike is a very 
talented, knowledgeable and valued member of our team. 
Please take the time as you gaze at the beauty of the garden 
to pray for Mike, and maybe even send him a note of 
thanks for all that he does in the area of our Church. Notes 
should be sent to Mike Spravka at 6717 Woodridge Drive, 
Woodridge, IL 60517. 

Also, join us in the garden for a short All-Saints' Day 
Service on Sunday, November 4 following the 11 a.m. 
worship service for a time to remember those who are with 
the Lord. 

If you would like more information about the Rod Lacy 
Memorial Garden please contact Ginny Lacy 
(630-420-7440).

This beautiful quilt was
hand-appliquéd and hand-
quilted by Grace Quilters is 
called "Sweet Pea Jubilee." Tickets 
for the Mission Quilt Drawing 
as well as four other hand-made 
items will be on sale between 
services on Sundays or can 
be purchased from any Grace 
Quilter. 

Tickets are $1 each or $5 for 6. 
All proceeds from ticket sales go to United Methodist 
Women missions. Drawing for the quilt along with four 
other hand-made items will take place at our Mistletoe 
Marketplace on Saturday, November 10. You do not 
need to be present to win.  Contact Nancy Lindberg 
(nanjquilter@comcast.net) for more information.

Advent Preaching Series
The prophets of the Old Testament preached a powerful 
message of hope and joy in God’s unfailing grace, love, 
and mercy…even during the darkest of times! This year’s 
Advent Preaching Series will focus on this Biblical sense of 
"Prophetic Joy" in the midst of a hurting world. Beginning 
on the weekend of December 2, each sermon until 
Christmas will show how this deep sense of joy compels 
us to embrace a discipleship of honest reflection, humble 
service, and bold action.

Silent Auction Items Needed 
for Mistletoe Marketplace on 
Saturday, November 10! 
We need your help!  The more Silent Auction items we 
have the more funds that are raised for Missions.  Items 
requested are sports/entertainment tickets, holiday 
décor, antiques, gift baskets, and new/unused items that 
are appropriate for a Silent Auction. Please, No White 
Elephant items! 

Gift baskets are very popular items and raise the most 
money! You can design one of your own or donate items 
for UMW to use to create one. Drop off items in the 
Lounge outside the Sanctuary by Sunday, November 4. 
Contact Ro Willard (630-430-4489) or Darlene Schille 
(630-355-8994) for more information.

Noisy Offering
Please continue to save your loose change to help the 
Children's Music Ministry Change The World!
The annual Noisy Offering will take place on Sunday, 
November 18, at all 3 services. Your generosity on that 
morning helps purchase the packing slots for the choirs 
and their families at this year's FMSC Feed The Need 
Mobile Pack in February! Please mark your calendars and 
bring your collected loose change so that we might change 
the world one quarter at a time!

One of the most important ministries within Grace church 
is one of the most basic. Simply being there for a member 
of our church family who is no longer able to attend 
regularly. Bringing news, conversation, a listening ear and 
the gift of presence.

Grace Home Visitors is a group of faithful volunteers who 
regularly visit the shut-ins within our church. Their visits 
are intended to keep all of our church family connected 
and let them know that the people of Grace care about 
them. Without exception, this ministry has been a blessing 
to all who have participated.

We currently have eleven active Grace Home Visitors who 
call on approximately 15 people regularly. The pastoral 
staff then receives news of these visits and can provide 
spiritual help and support as needed. The current visitors 
include Doug Bowden, Bill Bryan, Bill Harrison, Barbara 
Hoch, Bob Keethler, Carol Muscato, Jim Nelson, Letty 
Peters, Ray Seidlitz, Ro Willard, and Tina O’Kulich. They 
have been the hands of Jesus as they serve in this ministry.

If you would like to serve others in this powerful way 
or if you know of someone who would like a visit, 
please contact the Church Office or Danielle Keethler 
(dkeethler@comcast.net). Your eyes and ears contribute 
enormously to the success of this program.

Confirmation Lock Up 
The Confirmation class of 2019 will gather on Saturday, 
November 10, from 4 p.m. -9 p.m. for a Confirmation 
ONLY Lock-up.

Join us for an evening of fun, food, fellowship, worship at 5 
p.m. and learning together as a class. Class members with
last names beginning with A-G bring a snack, H-N dessert,
and O-Z two -2 liters of soda or juice.

Permission slips are due no later than Sunday, October 28.  
Parents, volunteers are needed.  We will have a short info 
session for volunteers at 3:30 p.m. on November 10, prior 
to the lock-up. Contact Gaye Lynn (gayelynn.loufek@
peopleofgrace.org) with questions.

Caroline Costello



Upcoming Events at Grace 



12 p.m. Traditional Service with Communion featuring     
the Grace Bell Ensemble. 

3 p.m. Intergenerational Service featuring the Grace 
Children's Choirs 

4:30 p.m. Intergenerational Service featuring the Grace 
Praise Team 

8 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service with 
Communion featuring New Life Singers. 

10 p.m. Traditional Lessons and Carols Candlelight 
Service featuring the Chancel Choir. 

Save the Date! Christmas Eve Services 

KEEP CALM
AND 

GO TO 
EVENSONG

Evensong for Thanksgiving 
Sunday, November 18 

3:30 p.m. Pre-Service Recital, Tom Colao 

4 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Choral Evensong 

4:45 p.m. Tea Reception 


