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For more on what’s happening at Grace 
Church, including upcoming worship services, 

classes, and mission projects, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org/get-connected.

   Eight of Grace Church’s full-time staff traveled to 
Leawood, Kansas at the end of September to join 
thousands of other ministry-minded people from 
across the United Methodist Connection for the 
2016 Church of the Resurrection (COR) Leadership 
conference. The annual event, hosted by the church 
planted by Grace-favorite Adam Hamilton, featured 
three days of worship, learning, and conversations on 
issues facing all faith communities.
   COR is a church of 20,000 members spread across 
four physical campuses and an on-line component.
   “It was very informative and motivating to learn 
how a very large 
church functions with 
regard to internal 
processes, volunteers 
and organization,” said 
Sharon Ferguson, Grace’s 
Administrative Aide to the Pastoral Staff. 
   Lynn Leitzen, Director of Grace’s Children’s Music 
Ministries, was struck by the way COR’s staff speak 
of those who give of their time. “They say they are 
‘leaders serving together on a ministry team,’ not 
merely volunteers taking a turn,” she said. “I hope my 
teams feel appreciated, but this conference showed 
me how I can always do better, and how little things 
can mean a lot!”
   Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, Director of Children’s 
Faith Formation and Grace’s newest staff member 
saw it as a opportunity to kickstart her ministry and 
equip her for the journey ahead. 
   “I was able to learn some new skills and techniques 
to make Sunday School and Children’s Faith 
Formation more memorable, and brought some ideas 
into the classroom the very next week,” Chamus said. 
   Youth Ministries director Gaye Lynn Loufek saw that 
Grace Church has a lot in common with COR. 
   “It was affirming and encouraging to hear from 
the ‘experts’ that we are already doing many things 
— most things — right. The difference between 

[COR] and us is only location and the culture of our 
congregation,” she reflected. “It was also comforting 
to hear that many of the challenges we are facing are 
also challenges for so many other churches.”
  Worship was a big part of the conference — not 
only the act of worshipping together, but discussing 
what it means to craft it. One of Director of Music 
Dan Wagner’s sessions featured a conversation about 
“conflux moments” and how to make space for them 
in worship.
   “We must plan worship in pursuit of transcendence, 
and away from opportunities to promote and 

announce things,” Dan 
said. “Research shows 
that many who stop 
attending church, who 
say ‘I didn’t get anything 
out of it,’ actually mean ‘I 

didn’t sense an encounter with God.’”
   What stuck most with Pastor to the Community 
Matthew Johnson wasn’t the event itself, though.   
   “I’m most thankful for the financial assistance of the 
Grace Foundation, and all the ministry partners — 
paid and volunteer — who made sure everything was 
taken care of at home so we could do this. We’ve got 
great people at Grace, who need more opportunities 
to lead our community whether the full-time staff is 
around or not.”
   The staff also observed that, essential to COR’s 
success is the commitment of all its leadership. 
   “They are intentional about making and keeping 
covenant with each other, and to their discipleship,” 
Administrative Pastor Tammy Scott said. 
   Inspired by this observation, Pastor Cindy has 
presented Grace Church Council with a covenant of 
it’s own, and will be asking them to lead the whole 
congregation into doing the same.
   “There is a direction and a flow to growing deeper 
in love with God that successful churches plan for and 
facilitate,” Pastor Cindy said.

Grace Staff Returns from Leadership Conference Ready, Excited



THIS MONTH
Over 50 BINGO — The Over 50 Fellowship group 
resumes November 10 with a BINGO party. Plenty of 
food, plenty of cards and prizes, and plenty of fun! 
Cost is $10. Sign up now in the church office. And 
mark December 8 on your calendars, as they close 
out the year with a radio-style presentation of It’s a 
Wonderful Life.

Mistletoe Marketplace — Want to get your holiday 
shopping done and benefit some great missions? The 
Grace Church United Methodist Women (UMW) are 
delighted to give you that opportunity once again on 
November 12 in Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
with “Mistletoe Marketplace.”

Noisy Offering — Bring all your loose change to 
Grace Church on Sunday, November 20 for the 
Children’s Music Ministry Program’s “Noisy Offering.” 
All proceeds help children and their families 
participate in Feed My Starving Children’s “Feed the 
Need” Mobile Pack, which is happening at North 
Central College February 17 and 18 of next year.

DECEMBER
Join Questors to Pack Meals — Everyone is 
welcome to join the Questors class for another 
packing session at Feed My Starving Children in 
Aurora on Thursday, December 1, from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m.  It’s a great experience for your children or 
grandchildren, ages 5 and up.  If you’re interested 
contact Ray Seidlitz at raynfay@comcast.net or 630-
357-1634.

Get Tickets Now for “Gift of Love” — Grace 
Church’s annual Christmas benefit concert will be 
held on Sunday, December 18 at 3 p.m. Tickets 
available at the church website or in the church office 
now. Early purchase is recommended. This year’s 
concert beneficiary is “Faith Build,” Grace’s new 
collaboration with other faith communities that is 
meeting the needs of the homeless. Plan to attend 
this grand tradition of Grace.

FEBRUARY 
Feed The Need — Grace Church is partnering with 
faith-based and secular communities on February 
18 and 19, 2017, to hand pack meals specifically 
formulated for malnourished children. Save the date 
and watch for more information.

All three Sunday services now stream LIVE, at their regularly 
scheduled times, via www.peopleofgrace.org. 

Look for the links in the navigation or home screen footer.  

An Advent Worship Journey 

Hymns and scriptures of Advent 
Music and hymns of awe and expectation 

The Grace Chamber Singers and Youth Bell Ensemble 

Sunday, December 11 at 8:15 and 9:30am 

Enter into the Mystery...set aside the chaos... 

“If any of you are sick ... anoint 
them with oil in the name of the 

Lord.” James 5:14
   If you are in need of prayer, you 
are invited receive healing prayer 
and anointing with oil during our 
5 p.m. “Circle” Worship services 
(Activity Center) on November 5 
and 19.  The same will be available 
on Sunday, November 6 following 
the morning worship services. 
Come receive prayer and support 
from your Grace Church family.

November Healing, 
Anointing Services

   Who was it that helped you 
become a disciple of Jesus? It 
was likely an adult; someone 
who shared their time with you 
and made all the difference. The 
Children’s Faith Formation ministry 
is in need of adult volunteers to 
ensure we are giving the children 
of Grace the very best every single 
week. Would you pray for God to 
fulfill the desire of our ministry with 
loving, committed adults? Maybe 
that person is you. Maybe it is 
your Sunday school class or small 
group. Contact Chamus Burnside-
Savazzini today at Chamus@
peopleofgrace.org to share what 
was given to you as a child.

Prayer, Difference 
Makers Needed for 
Children’s Ministry

   In Advent, 
the church 
remembers 
the times 
when God’s 
people felt 
lost and 
alone, and 
prayed 
fervently 

they would be delivered from 
darkness. It is a season when we 
remember God answered that 
prayer, sending Christ to be with us 
and become one of us. November 
and December worship at Grace 
Church will reflect this, as we 
remember the light brought to us 
at Christmas, the promised light 
to come when Christ returns, and 
how we are all sent — as Christ’s 

disciples — to be light and hope 
from now until then.
   The series begins on November 
19/20 with a message titled 
“Jesus Reconciles.” Then, 
November 26/27, we will 
remember how “Jesus Sets Us 
Free,” to be followed by “Jesus Is 
God with Us” on December 3/4. 
The series concludes with “Jesus 
Brings New Life” on December 
17/18 and “Jesus Changes 
Everything” on Christmas Eve 
(December 24).
   If you’d like to engage with 
the series more deeply, pick up 
a copy of Jorge Acevedo’s book 
Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope 
at Christmas, and look for a group  
or class to join and discuss the 
readings.

Advent Series Focused on “Gift of Hope”

   The Evangelism Ministry Team is inviting the 
women of Grace to "Celebrate the Season" on 
Wednesday, November 30 in Fellowship Hall at 
6 p.m. A wonderful way to begin the season of 
Advent, the 11th Annual Celebrate the Season event 
will feature a catered meal from "My Chef" and a 
vibrant performance by Marianne Kim a Chicago 
based composer and pianist. Grace’s very own Vickie 
Wagner will accompany Kim on a few songs with 
her beautiful voice. Tickets are on sale Sundays —
November 13 and 20 — in the Activity Center from 9 
to 11 a.m. at $20 per person.
   Women are needed to decorate a holiday themed 
table. To reserve your decorated table of 8 or 10 
please, or for further information, please contact 
coordinator Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 or 
kimscharafin@comcast.net.
   Celebrate the Season also takes about 35 volunteer 
men to make it flow smoothly. Volunteers are needed 
at 4 p.m. to make coffee and start the setup, 5 p.m. 
to complete the setup and serve, and 8 p.m. to help 
with clean up. Please call Bob Plummer at 620-961-
3228 by November 15 if you will be helping or if you 
have questions.

   The Forum — an informal group that welcomes 
longtime members and newcomers alike — invites 
the people of Grace to join them on Sundays at 9:30 
a.m. this autumn and Advent for inspiring examples 
of ministry in Christ!
   On November 6, Hailey Harrison will show how 
she and other Girl Scout staff members work with 
girls in at-risk communities to establish a safe out-of-
school environment in which they can acquire critical 
thinking, problem-solving, and life skills.
   Erin Powell will follow on November 13. Erin works 
with Rwandan churches to include people with 
disabilities, and will describe her ministry with church 
leaders, university students, and the Rwandan Deaf 
Church.
   Then, November 20 through December 18, 
Forum will finish out the year with the book Sent — 
Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas. Contact 
Elaine Pauls (630 618-4711) or Mark Fleming 
(markwflemi@aol.com) for more information.

11th Celebrate the Season Nov. 30

Forum Welcomes Scout, Missionary


