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2015 Naperville Marathon 
Is No Obstacle For Grace! 
The 2015 Naperville Marathon route will 
prevent us from holding our first two Sun-
day worship services on November 8.  But 
we’re going to celebrate this event with a 
special worship, including a blessing of our 
runners, on Saturday, November 7, 6:00 
p.m. in the Sanctuary.  This way, we can 
join the excitement on Sunday morning, 
including hosting a water aid station at 
75th St. and Clyde Avenue (between miles 

23 and 24; shift times start at 5:30 a.m.).  We also need younger mem-
bers with their parents to be part of our “Marathon Spirit 
Squad”—when the runners will really need them!—and course 
marshals (18 and older).  To check availability for any of these volun-
teer opportunities, contact Barb McCarthy at 630-579-4588 or 
s-bmccarthy@sbcglobal.net.     
NOVEMBER 7-8th WORSHIP INFORMATION: 
Nov. 8 - There is No 8:15 or 9:30am Worship 
Worship instead on Sat., November 7, 6:00 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary - Features music from our children, commun-
ion, blessing of the runners, message from Pastor Cindy.  
There is NO 5:00 p.m. worship in the Activity Center on Nov. 7! 
There IS an 11:00am worship on November 8 
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For the past few years,  
I have wanted to broach 
the subject of loss around 
the time of All Saints’ 
Sunday from the perspec-
tive of those in our con-
gregation who have expe-
rienced it profoundly.  
There are many among 
us who have lost spouses, 
friends, relatives, and 
even children.  Featured 
in this article are the sto-
ries of just a few in the 
Grace family who have 
traveled the rutted road 
of love, loss and, ulti-
mately, healing.  I realize 
this piece is lengthy, but I 
hope you will take the 
time to read each ac-
count of those who have 
shared so much.  I am 
grateful beyond expres-
sion to Margaret Harri-
son, Fran and Mark 
Himel, Barbara Hoch, 
and Donna and Bob 
Plummer for opening 
their hearts and sharing 
their journeys.  For some 
of them, their grief is 
visceral, just barely be-
neath the surface.  Tears 
well in their eyes and roll 
down their cheeks.  Their 

faces flush, 
their voices 
halt with 
emotion.  
But each of 
them wants 
to speak of 
their loved 
one and for 
that person 
to be spoken 
of—loved, 
known and 
remem-
bered.  
 

MARGARET HARRISON 
In 1977, Margaret Har-
rison was four months 
pregnant with her first 
and only child, Michael, 
when she got the news 
that her husband of 
four years, Steve, had 
been killed in a plane 
wreck.  She and Steve 
were in the process of 
closing on their home 
in Darien, IL, with plans 
to move to Oklahoma.  
When the police, ac-
companied by co-
workers of Steve, came 
to her home to share 
the devastating news, 
everything changed in 

an instant. At 30 years 
old, Margaret found 
herself a widow with a 
child on the way.   
 

After considering her 
parents’ suggestion to 
move back to Michigan 
to be near them, Mar-
garet decided instead 
to rent a house in 
Downers Grove.  
“Someone once told 
me not to make big 
decisions quickly,” she 
said.  When Michael 
was a year old, Marga-
ret moved to Naper-
ville and joined Grace, 
where she has been a 
member and employee 
for several years.   
 

“My faith was not 
affected by what 
happened, because 
church has always 
been part of my 
life,” said Margaret, 
the daughter of  
a pastor.  For 
much needed sup-
port, especially in 
the early days, 

Margaret relied 
on good friends, 
coaches and 

scout leaders who 
were positive gender 
models for Michael, a 
singles group at Grace, 
and the book of Psalms, 
particularly when she 
was angry at her situa-
tion.  She realized, 
however, that she 
couldn’t dwell in anger 
and self-pity for long. 

 

“From the beginning, I 
knew I couldn’t change 
what happened, and I 
had to go on,” said 
Margaret.  “I was preg-
nant; I had to take care 
of myself, and I knew 
that when my child was 
born, I had to take care 
of him.”  The day Mar-

garet brought her new-
born home, she heard 
a voice she will never 
forget.  “I was lying on 
the couch while Mi-
chael was sleeping, and 
I heard someone say 
‘everything’s going to 
be okay.’  I don’t know 
if it was God or Steve, 
but I can still hear that 
voice.  I don’t talk 
about it often, and I 
haven’t heard it since, 
but I will always re-
member that.” 
 

For Michael, now mar-
ried with two sons, 
Margaret kept a note-
book throughout the 
years of things she 
wanted him to know 
about his father.  “I 
gave it to Michael a few 
years back.  He has his 
dad’s flying case, too.”  
According to Margaret, 
her son also has his 
father’s voracious love 
of reading and continu-
ous quest for learning.  
“I see so much of Steve 
in Michael, and that 
makes me happy.” 
  

Continued on page 3... 

For All the Saints...And All Who Loved Them  By Barb Ceruti 

Steve and Margaret Harrison 

All Saints’ Requiem and Memorial Service 
On November 1, All Saints’ Sunday this year, the Grace Chancel Choir, 
Festival Singers and Memorial Orchestra will present Gabriel Fauré’s Req-
uiem at our 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.  Please invite a friend 
to this moving experience of music and remembrance, including the nam-
ing of those in our congregation who have passed on within the past year.   
 

Following worship, at 12:15 in the Lacy Garden (courtyard area), Pastor 
Cindy Marino will lead a memorial service for those interred in the gar-
den and those we are honoring on All Saints’ Day.  Votive candles will be 
lit afterward.  Please join us on November 1 for a celebration of the lives 
of those in our midst whom we have loved and will someday meet again.   

GRACE SUPPORTS THE NAPERVILLE  
MARATHON!  WORSHIP AT 6PM NOV. 7 &  

11AM NOV. 8 ONLY!  DETAILS BACK COVER 
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Gratitude 
By Pastor Cindy Marino 
 

 The month of November culminates 
in the beloved, long-held tradition of 
Thanksgiving. It is one of those holi-
days that is not yet overrun by the 
need to purchase gifts or decorate our 
lawns. And whether you are Christian, 

Jewish, Muslim or “none of the above,” you can experience 
the joy of gratitude. We carry that in common with all of 
humanity.  
 

Living in Naperville has challenged my sense of gratitude a 
bit. I find myself getting more and more accustomed to all 
of the comforts and conveniences this area offers. I was 
actually annoyed at having to wear a jacket this morning as 
the coolness of autumn sets in. I had to remind myself that 
I am not entitled to have everything my way all of the time. 
Instead, I might try being grateful that this is my only incon-
venience for the day! 
 

Some would call this a first world problem: having to re-
mind ourselves to be grateful. I don’t believe it was by acci-
dent that Jesus chose bread and wine, both basic essentials 
in his time, to initiate the Eucharist. Having bread to eat 
and wine to drink made you fortunate indeed—and still 
does in many areas. We tend to require something beyond 
that to make us happy. And yet, there is so much power in 
those simple elements. 
 

The word Eucharist means Thanksgiving. Like the bread 
and the wine, gratitude consecrates our life and makes us 
real, because it makes us truly available to the real pres-

ence of Christ, who is at work within 
us and around us 
 

Gratitude, like any other spiritual prac-
tice, is something we do, not just some-
thing we feel. And it’s something we 
need to practice. The Society of St. 
John the Evangelist, a monastic community of The Episcopal 
Church, offers the following guide to incorporate gratitude 
into our lives. I invite you to join me in following this sim-
ple practice for the month of November. Perhaps our an-
nual Thanksgiving can become more of a daily thanks living.  
 

6 am Pray Your Gratitude   
Brother Geoffrey suggests that the best time to practice 
gratitude is first thing in the morning—even on Mondays! 
Noon:  Keep Your Ears Open  
People will want to thank you today. Let them. (This can be 
a hard one!) They need to speak their gratitude; you need 
to hear it. And keep your ears open to hear God’s grati-
tude for you. There is no one else like you, and God —
believe it or not—is immensely grateful for who you are 
and all the good that you do. 
6 pm:  Express Your Gratitude    
You’ll change someone’s day, perhaps their life, by express-
ing your gratitude for who they are and what they do. 
9 pm:  Savor Your Life    
Take time to remember and reclaim what is so amazingly 
good in your life. Gratitude means saying “Yes” to the life 
you’ve been given.  
 

 Blessings,  
 

Continuing Traditions, Honoring Ralph Keiser    By Pastor Tammy Scott 

We are quickly 
approaching one of 
my favorite De-
cember activities 
here at Grace:  
celebrating Christ-
mas with our 

friends from Trinity UMC in Joliet. 
Sadly, one of our own, Ralph Keiser, 
will not be with us this year. Ralph 
passed away on Thursday, September 
24, after battling cancer. Ralph’s love 
and commitment to our Religion and 
Race Commission was unparalleled. He 
championed many efforts, from our 
relationship with our North Central 
College scholarship recipients, to visit-
ing churches and houses of worship, to 
building our relationship with Trinity—
a sister church in the UMC. I know 
that Ralph will be smiling upon us all as 

we gather with Trinity this Christ-
mas, dine with our scholarship stu-
dents, and continue to visit area 
houses of worship. Let us all join 
together to honor Ralph and con-
tinue the ministries that he loved 
so much! 
 

For Christmas with Trinity, we are 
currently gathering the names of 
children to whom we will give gifts 
this year. You will have the oppor-
tunity to pick up a gift tag to pur-
chase either an item of clothing or a 
toy/book for a child in the Activity 
Center on Sundays, November 15 and 
22. Gifts will need to be wrapped and 
returned on Sundays, November 29 or 
December 6.  We will welcome our 
friends from Trinity on Sunday, De-
cember 13, for worship at 11:00 a.m.,  

followed by lunch and the giving of 
gifts. I hope that you will consider be-
ing a part of this wonderfully special 
ministry opportunity this year! 
 

Oh, and of course, I can't sign off  
without saying...Go Cubs! 

Ralph Keiser was 
an integral part of 
our Christmas 
with Trinity pro-
gram. 

 

7  November 2015 

As many of you 
know, I’ve begun col-
lecting vinyl musical 
recordings this year, 
and it has been quite 
the experience. I 

went from zero records to nearly 
1,000 in less than seven months. There 
are so many, in fact, that I don’t have 
enough room in my home for them all. 
To accommodate the growth, hun-
dreds (with accompanying turntables) 
are now in my office at Grace and the 
Portico Collective studio. 

 

Recently, as I looked at the furniture 
and crates that hold all this music— 
packed to overflowing—I was amazed 
at the volume and quality of what I had 
amassed in such a short period of time. 
And I also had a revelation: this is the 
way the church community has always 
been built and grown, too. Here are 
three things I’ve learned from collect-
ing records that I believe are great 
practices everyone can do to continue 
making Grace a vital and vibrant com-
munity. 

1. Tell people. A great deal of 
the records in my collection were 
given to me after I told people that 
I was collecting them. Grace is do-
ing great things in its ministry. 
Learn a few of them, and share 
them in conversation. Bring them 
up at dinner parties and coffee 
dates. And invite people to come 
and participate. The personal invi-
tation is still the best way to grow 
involvement and commitment. 
 

2.  Take in those that are  
unwanted. While I have a num-
ber of “new” records for which I 
have paid a premium, most of 
them have come from thrift stores 
and garage sales. Of these, few are 
by artists I’d have considered fa-
vorites at the time. Likewise, there 
are many people in our community 
(and surrounding area) who have 
been cast aside for one reason or 
another. Each of us making room 
and committing to love those dif-
ferent from us can make a lasting 
impact on individual lives and the 

vibrancy of 
Grace. 
 

3.  Carve 
out time to  
listen. I’ve 
not been 
collecting 
records as 
trophies to 
display, nor are they part of a 
quantitative goal. I collect them to 
listen to them. A church communi-
ty should be a place where people 
can be listened to as well. When 
you see someone you don’t know 
well, or don’t know at all, engage 
with them and get out your calen-
dar to set a date to share an hour 
together. People are looking for 
deep relationships and friendships. 
A handshake and a “good morn-
ing” while passing the peace does 
not a friend make. 

 

I hope these are inspiring and practical 
enough for you to try, and I look for-
ward to hearing what you discover. 

Get Into the Groove of Inviting Others  By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

Library Features  
Children’s Tales of 
Noah’s Ark   

By Treva Brashears 
 

Goodnight, Ark by Laura Sassi, illustrated by Jane  
Chapman; age range 4-8 years.       
Beds are ready, Food is stored, Noah 
Hollers, “All Aboard”... 
It’s bedtime on Noah’s Ark, but 
the animals can’t sleep because of 
the storm.  Two by two, they 
crowd into Noah’s bed, creating a 
tippy situation.  Will Noah ever 

get them back to their own beds?  Climb aboard the ark 
for this rollicking, yet ultimately restful, bedtime story as 

Noah finds a way to make things calm and cozy even in the 
midst of a storm.  
 

Noah’s Ark adapted by Linda Falken 
from Genesis, chapters 6-9; age range  
4-8 years. 
The timeless tale of Noah and his 
wooden ark housing two of every crea-
ture on earth is given new life through beautiful pieces of 
art from the collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and other world-renowned museums.  Drawings and paint-
ings by famous artists such as Marc Chagall, Gustave Cour-
bet and others illustrate this rich retelling and capture the 
bravery, drama, and humanity of the epic parable of the 
flood and Noah’s faith in God. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

 Fall Clean Up Nov. 7 
Grace families, come out and help the Trustees with their 
annual Fall Clean-Up on Saturday, November 7, 8:00 

a.m.-12:00 p.m., for as long as you can 
help.  Please bring your rakes, leaf blow-
ers, work gloves, wheelbarrows, etc.  
Many hands make little work!  Refresh-
ments will be served.   

 Show Your Spirit November 15! 
Show Your Spirit on Sunday, November15, for a FUNd-
raiser supporting our participation in the 2016 Feed My 
Starving Children MobilePack. Buy a wristband and wear 
your school/team/organization’s clothes/colors.  Wristbands 
are $5/person; $10 couples/families, on sale in the Activity 

Center November 1 and 8 and in the Narthex on 
November 15.  Show your spirit and help FMSC!  
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Mistletoe Marketplace Nov. 14 
Quilt Tickets On Sale Now! 
On Saturday, November 14, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall will be transformed into a bustling 
holiday bazaar with hand-crafted gifts, baked goods, 
silent auction items, and our annual quilt drawing.  
If you have any new, unused items, tickets, vacation 
home stays, gift baskets, antiques, etc. to donate to 
the silent auction or sale at Mistletoe Marketplace, 
please drop them outside Margaret Harrison’s of-
fice in the lounge area by Monday, November 9. 
Gift baskets are very popular auction items and 
wonderful Christmas presents—please consider 
putting together a basket of your own design 
and/or theme!  Quilt tickets for United Methodist 
Women’s beautiful “Daisy Dance” hand-stitched, 
queen-sized quilt are on sale in the Activity Center 
on Sundays at six for $5.  Contact Ro Willard (630-
357-5651) or Darlene Schille (630-355-8994) for 
more information.   
 

Family Advent Wreath  
Making and Children’s Musical 
Nov. 29 4:00 & 6:00pm 
Watch for details in Grace in Mission and in the  
December Grace Notes (will be in the mail prior to 

the event). 
 

10th Annual Celebrate the 
Season Dec. 2 6:00pm 
This is the10th year of our beautiful “Celebrate the Season” women’s event!  Start the Advent season here 
at Grace by viewing beautifully decorated tables, followed by dinner from Clara’s and an inspirational even-

ing of singing and a short message from our own pastors, Cindy and Tammy.  Table hostesses needed for tables of 
8-10!  Tickets will be on sale November 13 and 20, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., in the Activity Center. Please contact Kim 
Scharafin at 630-369-4734 or kimscharafin@comcast.net to host a table, reserve your table, or for further information. 
 

Christmas Around the World Market Dec. 6 9am-12pm   
Unique, hand-crafted goods from all over the world, the purchase of which will benefit the artisans who crafted them.  
  

New Life Singers’ Christmas Cantata Dec.12 & 13 5:00pm & 8:15/9:30am 
Well-loved Christmas carols sung by the men and women of New Life Singers, with Grace Bells and instrumentalists.  
Presented at 5:00 p.m. on December 12 and 8:15 and 9:30 on December 13. Guaranteed to put you in a holiday mood! 
 

Christmas With Trinity Dec. 13  See Pastor Tammy’s column on page 2 for further information. 
 

Gift of Love Christmas Benefit Concert Dec. 20 3:00pm - One Presentation Only! 
By now a beloved Christmas tradition at Grace, our “Gift of Love” concert this year benefits Erin Powell’s work with 
“Hope For All - Rwanda,” reaching and including people with disabilities in 
Rwanda.  This year’s concert features the Festival Choir, professional orches-
tra, and special guest artists “UnBande.”  Chicago-based UnBande is a sophis-
ticated chamber-jazz quartet, featuring viola, cello, and guitar.  “Gift of Love” 
tickets are $20/adults; $18/seniors 65+; $10/students; $50 max. per family, 
available in the church office and online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts. 
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FRAN AND MARK 
HIMEL  
“Redemptive spirit” is 
what Mark and Fran 
Himel have abided in 
since the death of 
their son, Matthew, at 
the age of 20 in a car 
accident while leaving 
an event with fraterni-
ty brothers on July 1, 
1995.  “It’s not us go-
ing on,” said Mark, 
“it’s God pushing us 
on.  Redemption has 
to become the blood 
in the body.  You ei-
ther run away from or 
run toward God.”  
 

A successful business-
man who lives by the 
understanding that 
authenticity is not 
found in the things of 
the world, but in a 
prayerful, listening, “in 
the zone” relationship 
with God, Mark add-
ed, “We’re always go-
ing to grieve the per-
son we’ve lost and the 
possibilities that might 
have been.  But the 
question we must ask 
ourselves as Christians 
is if we really believe 
in heaven as a real 
place.” For Mark and 
Fran, it decidedly is, 
and they believe they 
saw a glimpse of heav-
en after Matthew died. 
 

When friends of Mat-
thew gathered at the 
Himel’s home follow-
ing his funeral, they 
recounted three sto-
ries completely inde-
pendent of one anoth-
er about how Mat-
thew touched them 
after he died and be-
fore they knew of the 
car accident.  One was 
told by some friends 

who’d been 
driving in 
Texas in 
heavy fog 
and 
rain.  They 
heard Mat-
thew’s 
voice (a 
voice they 
knew well) 
tell them to 
stop driv-
ing.  A sec-
ond was 
from a 
friend who was out 
playing cards and 
heard Matthew tell 
him not to get in the 
car in which he was 
planning to ride 
home—a car that 
crashed later that 
evening.  The third 
was from another 
friend who was sick in 
the hospital the night 
Matthew died.  “He 
said Matthew stood at 
his bed and told him 
he was going to be 
okay,” said Mark, 
choking up at the 
memory. “There 
is something there,” he 
said.  “When you re-
flect back, you can see 
God working and the 
power that’s moving,” 
remarked his wife, 
whose struggle to 
make sense of her 
son’s untimely death 
still shows on her 
face.  “We don’t get 
to pick the day, time 
or place we die, 
whether we’re a child, 
50 or 100,” she said.   
 

Mark and Fran did not 
want how they han-
dled their grief to neg-
atively affect the desti-
ny of their surviving 

children, Ellen and 
Scott.  “As you travel 
through grief, you 
have to allow yourself 
to mourn, which can 
take many years, de-
pending on the person 
and situations in their 
life,” said Fran.  “You 
have to allow yourself 
to be vulnerable.  God 
is working every day in 
our lives, and when 
you allow him to 
come in, it can be a 
tremendous growth 
experience.” 
 

Mark continued going 
to church but did not 
participate in any ac-
tivities outside of Sun-
day services in the 
years following Mat-
thew’s death.  He was 
called out about his 
lack of involvement in 
the church by his son, 
Scott, an undergradu-
ate at Illinois Wesley-
an at the time who 
had already decided to 
go to seminary.  “I 
wasn’t mad at God, 
but here was my son 
noticing a difference in 
me, and it brought me 
back.”  Mark has since 
written a book for 
Scott called Seventeen 

Letters to My 
Son.  While Mark is 
now very active in 
church again, particu-
larly at the Confer-
ence level, and he 
mentors not only 
Scott but other indi-
viduals as well, he be-
lieves he has yet to 
discover what God is 
ultimately calling him 
to do.  What he does 
know is that Mat-
thew’s death has ac-
celerated his relation-
ship with God.  “I hate 
that I’ve lost my son, 
but it’s made me a 
better person.”   
 

According to Fran, 
“We have to accept 
that we don’t have the 
answers, but some day 
we will, and that’s how 
we get past the deep-
est of grief.  After Billy 
Graham’s father died, 
he asked his mother, 
‘why did God give us 
grief?’ She replied, 
‘God gave us grief to 
first help us turn to 
God, then other 
Christians, and to 
learn to help comfort 
others in their grief.’” 
 

BARBARA HOCH 
Barbara Hoch 
has a new call-
ing since the 
death of her 
beloved hus-
band, Al, two 
years ago 
from acute 
myeloid leu-
kemia.  When 
someone is 
grieving the 
loss of a loved 
one, she 
reaches out 
to them with 
a book that 

helped her tremen-
dously after Al died. 
Healing After Loss:  
Daily Meditations For 
Working Through 
Grief, by Martha 
Whitmore Hickman 
(whose teenaged 
daughter died), was 
immensely comforting 
to Barbara.  “There’s a 
difference between 
reading the Bible and 
reading a book with 
encouraging words 
from someone who 
understands how 
grieving people are 
feeling.  Someone gave 
this book to me, so 
now I’m passing it on.”   
 

Along with the book, 
Barbara shares her 
own memories of 
grieving people’s loved 
ones, if she knew 
them.  “We need to 
be reminded that oth-
er people had happy 
memories of our loved 
ones, too.  What was 
most comforting to 
me when Al died was 
being around people 
who knew him well 
and continued to talk 
about him.”  When 
people assume that it 

Matthew Himel 

Barbara and Al Hoch and their 
dog, Lumpi 

“For All the Saints” continued... 

Continued next page... 
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makes her sad to be 
with people with whom 
she and Al associated 
as a couple, Barbara 
assures them it doesn’t.  
However, she con-
cedes, it was hard to 
come to church with-
out Al by her side in 
the pew, where he’d 
been for so many years.  
“On Pastor Lisa’s last 
Sunday, Pastor Bob was 
not preaching, and he 
came to sit with me on 
what would have been 
our 60th anniversary,” 
said Barbara, tears 
springing to her eyes.  
“I told him God must 
have sent him.” 
 

With regret, Barbara 
recalls times before 
Al’s death that she did 
not reach out to others 
in their grief because 
she was ignorant of 
their feelings.  In partic-
ular, she remembers 
the death of Curly 
Noerenberg, who also 
died of acute myeloid 
leukemia.  “I didn’t re-
ally say anything to his 
wife, Darlene, at the 
time.  But after Al died, 
I told her I had no idea 
what it was like to be a 
widow.  I’m trying to 
make up for that now.  
It’s nice to be able to 
understand and empa-
thize with those griev-
ing in a different way.”  
Incidentally, it is Dar-
lene’s new husband, Joe 
Schille, who makes sure 
to give Barbara a warm 
hug whenever he sees 
her.  “Those hugs are 
what I miss the most, 
and Al always hugged 
me—and everyone 
else!” 
 

In addition to being a 

good hugger, said Bar-
bara, Al was a 
“wonderful husband” 
who was famous for his 
many collections.  
“Some used to say Al 
collected friends,” she 
said.  “I was an intro-
vert in college, and any 
time I was with Al, eve-
ryone crowded around 
us.  That’s what attract-
ed me to him.  And 
when he rescued a cat 
out of a tree, I knew he 
was the right one for 
me!” 
 

When Al took his last 
breath six weeks after 
he was diagnosed with 
cancer, Barbara held his 
hand and thanked God 
for giving her “this dear 
husband.”  “Life is tem-
porary,” said the wom-
an who was born on 
All Saints’ Day, Novem-
ber 1.  “God has 
blessed me so, and I’ve 
tried to respond and 
do what he’s asked me 
to do.”  At her own 
funeral, Barbara wants 
“To God Be the Glory” 
to be played.  “I give all 
the credit to God.” 
 

BOB AND DONNA 
PLUMMER 
Father’s Day 2007 was 
a difficult one for Bob 
and Donna Plummer, 
for it was around that 
time they learned that 
the bone pain and limp-
ing their son, Eric, was 
experiencing was due 
to cancer.  Thirteen 
months later, on July 
18, 2008, Eric (a non-
smoker) succumbed to 
what eventually became 
lung cancer at the age 
of 37. 
 

A fervent Christian in-
volved in mission trips 

at Grace, the Walk to 
Emmaus, and a praise 
band at his church in Ft. 
Lauderdale, Eric and his 
wife, Amy, and their 
three children received 
tremendous support 
from their church com-
munity, the Grace com-
munity, co-workers, 
and friends and fami-
ly.  “We had so many 
churches and friends 
praying, and I probably 
prayed more after his 
diagnosis than I ever 
have,” said Bob. 
 

“In the beginning, we 
had optimism and con-
fidence that Eric could 
beat it.”  But by May of 
2008, however, the 
Plummers knew that 
Eric’s disease would 
not be cured.”  “We 
were angry,” said 
Bob.  “So much is 
promised to those who 
pray faithfully…’if you 
just have the faith of a 
mustard seed’...it was a 
significant disappoint-
ment that all the pray-
ers and concern didn’t 
seem to be enough.” 
 

While anger and dis-
couragement might 
have distanced the 
Plummers from God 
and church, their con-
nections at Grace kept 
them near.  “People 
who may not even have 
realized they were part 
of our support group 
were there for us.  I 
wish everyone had 
that,” said 
Bob.  Perhaps most 
helpful was Pastor Lisa 
Telomen’s suggestion 
that the Plummers es-
tablish a grief support 
group.  In customary 
Plummer fashion, Bob 

reached out to people 
in our congregation 
who had lost loved 
ones, and the self-
administered group 
began meeting regular-
ly. 
 

“It was so helpful; we 
could pour out our 
feelings to one anoth-
er,” said Don-
na.  Donna also credits 
Julie Schlegel (whose 
husband, Tom, died of 
cancer at approximate-
ly Eric’s age) with help-
ing her to heal, as well 
as a day-by-day book 
some close friends had 
given her.  “Reading 
about grief and how to 
get through it helped 
me a lot,” said Donna, 
though her heartbreak 
is still palpable.  “I think 
it’s harder for me than 
it is for Bob; maybe it’s 
a mother thing…he can 
look at pictures of Eric 
and be happy.  I can-
not.”  She can, howev-
er, face the 18th of 
every month without 
marking the number of 
months it has been 
since Eric’s death on 
July 18.  “I used to do 
that, but I don’t any-
more.”  Donna is also 
able to pray again and 

say “I love you, Lord,” 
which she could not do 
for a long time.  Agreed 
Bob, “There is no sub-
stitute for the passage 
of time.”  
 

At Eric’s funeral, six 
people gave testimony 
to the effect of Eric’s 
Christian witness on 
their lives.  “It blew me 
away, said Bob.  “Eric 
was so joyful; he had 
such a great personali-
ty, was such a hard 
worker and an unbe-
lievable provider for his 
family.”  Bob and Don-
na hope for Eric’s chil-
dren to know what a 
wonderful man their 
father was, too, as they 
are writing a letter to 
each one with things 
they want them to 
know about him, and 
each child will receive a 
special photo album 
featuring their 
dad.  “We’ll finish our 
letters, tuck them 
away, and give them to 
the children when they 
are a little older,” said 
Bob.  And when her 
own time comes, said 
Donna, “I want to see 
Eric again.”  
 
 

Eric Plummer, his wife, Amy, and their children, 
Chloe, Amanda and Evan. 
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5  November 2015 

All God’s Creatures  
Great and Small 

              Our People 
  Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

 

Dr. Glenn Frank, brother of Lorraine Scoville 
Ralph Keiser, husband of Marian Cronin 
Gerrit Laning, husband of Betty Laning 
Roberta Wischweh, mother-in-law and grandmother of Cathy 
Connor and Brendan Wischweh, respectively  

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Katie Spaits, granddaughter of Del and Virginia Spaits, and Nick 
Robinson were married in England on October 10  
Bob and Mary Ann Guenzler recently celebrated their 62nd 
wedding anniversary 
Betty Jo May celebrates her 90th birthday on November 17; 
please send greetings to 509 Aurora Ave. #309, Naperville, IL  
60540 
Richard Smith celebrates his 93rd birthday on November 26; 
please send greetings to 1167 Gray Court, Milan, MI  48160 

                                                                                               Baptisms 
 

Raymond Douglas Wear, son of Jason and Jennifer Wear, was 
baptized on September 27 
Nora Belle Blackmar, daughter of Matthew and Jennifer 
Blackmar, was baptized on October 18 
Anabelle Avery Dahlin, daughter of Christopher and Amanda 
Dahlin, was baptized on October 18 
Ainsley Diane Johnson, daughter of Benjamin and Julie Johnson, 
was baptized on October 18 
Jordan Donald Veirup, son of John and Jenna Veirup, was bap-
tized on October 18 

Blessing of the Animals Went to the 
Dogs...Well, and a few cats too, this editor’s included.   
On Saturday, October 3, nearly 30 pets turned out with 
their human families for our Blessing of the Animals service, 
led by Pastor Cindy.  Each four-legged friend received a 
blessing, a treat, and a special collar tag as Pastor Cindy went 
around the large circle of curious animals.  Saturday Evening 
Worship music leader Vickie Wagner sang the tear-evoking 
“God and Dog,” which has become tradition at this service, 
and the names of those pets in our congregation who’ve died 
within the past year were also read.  It was a sweet service, 
even for the unsuspecting man next to me who wasn’t aware 
there was an animal blessing that evening.  My dog, Katie, 
decided he needed a pet friend, too, and made sure he had 
plenty of attention!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Bob Poland Receives 2015 Harvest 
Home Service Award 
Retired Grace Busi-
ness Manager Bob 
Poland received the 
2015 Harvest Home 
Service Award for 
Faithful Christian 
Service on October 
14.  Bob served 
Grace for many 
years, often voluntar-
ily, going far above and beyond the call of duty in several ca-
pacities.  Congratulations, Bob, on this well deserved honor! 

 

 

Healing  
Worship  

Nov. 7 and 
Nov. 14 

5:00pm in the 
Activity Center 
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