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About 300 children, teens and adults participated in our 3rd Annual Fall Festival on Sunday, October 28.  Back this 
year were the Belgian draft horse-drawn hayrides, hay bale maze, trunk-or-treating, Nascar simulator, Moon Jump, 
cupcake mission for UNICEF, costume parade, games, crafts, hay wagon rides, tasty lunch, and more.  Despite a 
chill in the air, the sun shone brightly, and great fun was had by all!  Many thanks to Pastor Lisa, Margaret Harrison, 
Gaye Lynn Loufek, John Dudich, Jill Miezsala, the NOW Council, and all who attended, helped plan, or volunteered! 

Photo gallery courtesy of Ruth Allison 

Oct. 28 Fall Festival a Family Treat!Oct. 28 Fall Festival a Family Treat!Oct. 28 Fall Festival a Family Treat!   
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Mistletoe Marketplace Nov. 10! 
People of Grace and the community are invited to United 
Methodist Women’s annual holiday bazaar, “Mistletoe Mar-
ketplace,” on Saturday, November 10, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Shop for hand-crafted holiday novelties, 
tasty home-baked goods, and other great gift items.  Partici-
pate in the Silent Auction, featuring wonderful gift packages 
and other valuable items (such as the antique spinning wheel 
shown here), and be sure to enter the drawing for our beau-
tiful queen-sized quilt, “Days Ease,” stitched by UMW quilt-
ers, and other quilted items 
($5 for six tickets).  Stop by 
the Mistletoe Café for brunch, 
too, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Any 
items not sold on November 
10 will be available for pur-
chase in the Activity Center 
on November 11; all proceeds 
benefit local, national and glob-
al UMW missions.   

Commitment Weekend November 10-11 
By now, all of our local Grace families should have either picked up or been mailed their “Five 
Commitments” stewardship packet, including a service form, estimate of giving card, and letter 
outlining the 2013 campaign.  While these forms can be completed in advance of Commitment 
Weekend November 10-11 (either in hard form or online), our congregation is encouraged to 
attend worship this Saturday or Sunday so that we can participate together in the practice of 
placing our commitments to presence, prayer, witness, gifts, and service in the offering plate.  If 
you have responded online, you may bring the e-mail acknowledgements you received to place in 
the offering; if you responded in hard copy form, you may turn in the tear-off slip on the back of 
the service form as well as your estimate of giving card.  There will also be materials for this pur-
pose in the pews.  If you have not received your stewardship packet, please call the church office.   

Classical Guitarist Jonathan Roth in 
Concert at Grace November 11 

Also On the Horizon... 
Grieving During the Holidays Nov. 14 - Pg. 3  
Soup and Pie Luncheon Nov. 18 - Pg. 7 
Celebrate the Season Nov. 28 - Pg. 3 
Christmas Around the World Dec. 2 - Pg. 7 
Family Advent Celebration Dec. 2 - Pg. 3 
“The First Noel” Musical Dec. 9 - Pg. 3 
Christmas with Trinity Dec. 9 - Pg. 4 
“Gift of Love” Benefit Concert Dec. 16 - Pg. 4  

Order your poinsettias November 11 or 18 in the narthex 
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Pastor’s Journal       

             
I have invited the congregation to engage in an experiment in personal spiritual development: a simple 
daily spiritual exercise.  Exercise programs are seldom “rocket science.”  Exercise that is deceptively 
simple can be very effective.  Take a walk—no special equipment necessary, just take a walk that will 
extend your life.  The thing is, no one walk has much effect.  It is daily walks that do. 

 

Our physical bodies and our spiritual bodies respond to exercise in similar ways.  We become more capable physically as 
we exercise.  We become more resilient as we exercise our spirit.  There are lots of programs to develop physically, and 
when we suffer injury, there is a whole profession of physical therapy devoted to restoring our physical capacity.  So it is, 
too, with our spiritual lives.  Life trauma may mean seeking the help of a professional to restore our capacity to be happy 
and whole.  But for most of us, most of the time, simply beginning to exercise is significant. 
 

So, this fall, I have invited the congregation to enter into a spiritual exercise program designed by my grandmother.  She 
said that counting your blessings each day restores the soul.  I have suggested that each of us take 90 seconds every day 
to “count our blessings.”  Once a day, every day, build into your life the act of listing your blessings in one-and-a-half 
minutes.  After about three weeks, you will find the practice becoming automatic.  You can do it while doing something 
else, like brushing your teeth.  And you will find your capacity to identify the blessings in your life growing stronger. 
 

The Bible says:  Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that 
Jesus Christ is in you? —unless, indeed, you fail to meet the test!  (2 Corinthians 13:5)   
               

         Grace and Peace,  

 

I am so glad we take time before the 
holidays to remember and celebrate 
the saints of our lives and our world!  
Last Sunday was All Saints’ Sunday, and 
we were treated to inspiring music 
from our choirs and praise team and 
had a wonderful opportunity to re-
member and commemorate the faith 
and lives of those who have died and 
been raised with Christ to resurrection 
life in this past year.  
 

Last month I asked about what triggers 
your yearning for God and helps you 
assuage it.  The many saints of my life 
are some of those who both lead me 
closer to God and remind me to make 
God a greater priority in my life and 
my decisions.  My grandparents, who 
were both pastors, remind me to con-
tinue to simplify my life and serve well. 
The saints of many churches gave con-
stant encouragement to their congre-
gations and countless hours of creativi-
ty and hard work alongside me.  Lead-
ers like Dr. King and Mother Theresa, 
Rosa Parks, and Winnie Graver cast a 
vision and then quietly lived it with in-
tegrity.  These saints give me hope and 

a challenge to be the message I believe 
in, share it with others, and make bet-
tering others’ lives more important 
than bettering my own.  They remind 
me that the real “bettering” of lives 
happens through love shared, not 
things accumulated. 
 

There have been many children and 
youth who have taught me much 
throughout my life and ministry as well. 
Here are just a few from other church-
es I have served:  Cristen, who came 
by herself to one of my churches for 
VBS and then became our most enthu-
siastic and welcoming greeter; Jennifer, 
who was the biggest help for YF pro-
jects and has now recently married one 
of our UM pastors; Renee, who was a 
very sensitive poet and who has be-
come a Peace Corps volunteer…
countless children and youth who by 
their curiosity and trust, their determi-
nation and love, learn about Jesus and 
commit their best efforts to walking 
and not just talking the faith.  I take my 
hat off to them and pray that I will al-
ways have children and youth mentor-
ing me in faith. 
 

Who are some of the 
saints of your life?  
How do you honor 
them? What values do you live because 
of them?  How has their life helped to 
shape yours in positive ways?  Our 
community has suffered recent trage-
dies involving the loss of children and 
youth.  These too, are saints who have 
taught us about what truly matters in 
life – to treasure the people God has 
given us to share life and love, each and 
every day.   
 

As we move into the holiday season 
with family and friends this year, let us 
first and foremost make it a time to 
honor our saints—the ones in training 
and the ones who are doing the train-
ing, for they are windows God has giv-
en us to see the Divine love in action in 
our world.   May we help each other to 
live our faith daily, seeing Christ with 
us more clearly, following him more 
nearly, and loving him and all of God’s 
children more dearly. 
 

Blessed to be on the journey of faith 
with you, 

By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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For 16 to 25-Year-Olds: 
 

More than ever before, people in your age group 
need a solid foundation for financial success.  Come 

to a panel discussion on Saturday, January 12,  
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., and learn how to prepare for 

managing God’s gift of money now and for the rest of 
your lives.  Bring your friends!  Parents welcome. 

DID YOU KNOW?   
Grace can provide equipment 
free of charge to those with 
disabilities or special needs 
(toilets, wheelchairs, walking 
aids, etc.).  Contact Pam Riley 
at 630-355-1748, ext. 229, or 
parishnurse@peopleofgrace.org.   
 
 

CHRONICLING FAMILY 
MEMORIES 
Nothing is more valuable than 
cherished family memories.  
Wouldn’t it be nice to have 
them forever, right at your 
fingertips?  If you would like to 
write your memories, but 
aren’t sure how or where to 
get started, Grace has recently 
launched a new writing group 
for exactly this purpose.  Join 
us every Monday afternoon, 
3:00 p.m. in the Conference 
Room.  Contact Ruthann John-
son at 630-983-1942 for fur-
ther information. 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY’S 
“OPEN GYM” NOV. 16 
All youth in grades 6-12, in-
cluding—especially!—those 
who do not attend Grace are 
welcome to an “Open GYM” 
on Friday, November 16, 7:00-
9:00 p.m., gathering in Room 
234.  There will be food, fel-

lowship, games, special guests, 
and maybe a new dance step 
or two!  Please bring a snack 
to share and your friends!   
 

NOVEMBER’S CANCER 
SUPPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
THE POWER OF POSITIVE 
THINKING 
All are welcome, even those 
not affected by cancer, to No-
vember’s cancer support gath-
ering on Tuesday, November 
20, 7:00 p.m. (location at 
Grace TBA).  The evening’s 
program, entitled “Painting the 
Future” after the DVD that 
will be shown, will reveal how 
the thoughts people choose 
create the lives they live.  
“Painting the Future” tells the 
story of hope emerging from 
darkness in the form of a little 
boy’s friendship with a broken 
man.  All are welcome to this 
inspirational program among a 
caring, faithful group of friends.  
 

HEALING OILS AT SATUR-
DAY EVENING WORSHIP 
Upcoming healing oils services 
at Saturday Evening Worship 
are on November 24, Decem-
ber 1 and December 15, 5:00 
p.m. in the Activity Center.  
Prayer accompanied by the 

touch of anointing oils 
is an ancient, sacred 
practice that 
is still widely 
recognized 
today for its 
healing  
benefits.   

Don’t miss delicious, homemade soup 
and pies on Sunday, November 18, to the 

benefit of youth summer missions! 

Stop by the Activity Center on Sundays or 
the church office for your “I     Grace” yard 
sign and car bumper cling! Please display 
these signs so that neighbors and pass-
ersby will know that they, too, are wel-
come in a place you are happy to call 
your church home!      

Christmas Around the World 
The Grace Church and Society team is hosting a 
“Christmas Around the World” holiday bazaar on 
Sunday, December 2, in the Activity Center between 
services.  Shop for unique, hand-made items from 
around the world from organizations that all support 
the livelihood of disadvantaged people: SIFE (Students 
in Free Enterprise), 10,000 Villages, PEMA jewelry via 
Seeds of Grace, Women at Risk (WAR), our United 
Methodist mission partners in Bolivia, and Equal Exchange (fair trade items).  
Come to Mistletoe Marketplace on November 10 this month, then go shopping 
again in December at “Christmas Around the World”! 
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Library Committee  
Welcomes New Members 
As we enter this season of thanksgiv-
ing, the Grace Church Library Com-

mittee would like to thank you all for your ongoing support 
and generosity, particularly our United Methodist Women 
and the Grace Memorial Foundation. We would also like to 
thank Chuck Brashears for the donation of much needed 
additional shelving.  We are also happy to welcome three 

new members to the Library committee:  Cathy Connor, 
Elizabeth Nicholson, and Kim Rumrey.  If you, too, would 
like to join us, our next meeting is December 1, 9:00 a.m. in 
the Library (Room 223).  Please contact Angela McCurdy at 
angelamc803@yahoo.com or Treva Brashears at 
tbrashears@wowway.com for further information. We look 
forward to hearing from you!  
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

By Ralph Keiser, Grace Religion 
and Race Commission Chair 
 

Last month, PBS aired a two- 
part series on worldwide 
human trafficking of women 
and children, entitled “Half 
The Sky: Turning Oppression 
Into Opportunity For Wom-
en Worldwide,” based on the 
book by the same name.  Hu-
man trafficking often begins 
with the sexual abuse of a 
child, who is subsequently 
sold to a brothel. This is an 
everyday occurrence among 
the world’s poor.  Girls who 
are sold into prostitution 
grow up to spend their lives 
as prostitutes, without any 
formal education or any hope 
of escaping this dreadful and 
often deadly environment. 
Tragically, these events often 
occur here in the United 
States as well as in the poor-
est of countries around the 
world. 
 

Oppression of women is not 
limited to human trafficking. 
In some situations, girls are 
kept from a formal education 
in order to care for younger 
siblings and do manual house-
hold labor so that their 
mothers can work outside 
the home.  It is only when 

adults outside the home step 
in on behalf of these girls that 
some of them rise from their 
poverty to attend college and 
attain professional careers. 
 

The United Methodist 
Church takes a very strong 
stand against human traffick-
ing, sexual abuse, and the 
oppression of women world-
wide.  The Social Principles of 
the UMC are a call to a 
"prayerful, studied dialogue of 
faith and practice," according 
to the preface of the United 
Methodist Book of Discipline. 
While not considered church 
law, the preface emphasizes 
that these principles are an 
effort on the part of the Gen-
eral Conference "to speak to 
the human issues in the con-
temporary world from a 
sound biblical and theological 
foundation as historically 
demonstrated in United 
Methodist traditions."  Each 
social principle is grounded in 
scripture, tradition, experi-
ence and reason. They guide 
the work of the General 
Board of Church and Society, 
whose prime responsibility is 
to seek implementation of 
these principles as well as 
other policy statements of 

the United Methodist 
Church.  As for human traf-
ficking, this is what the Book 
of Discipline has to say:  
“Violent, disrespectful, or 
abusive sexual expressions 
do not confirm sexuality as 
God’s good gift.”  Further-
more: 
   

We reject all sexual expres-
sions that damage the hu-
manity God has given us as 
birthright, and we affirm only 
that sexual expression that 
enhances that same humanity.  
 

We believe that sexual rela-
tions where one or both 
partners are exploitative, 
abusive, or promiscuous are 
beyond the parameters of 
acceptable Christian behavior 
and are ultimately destructive 
to individuals, families, and 
the social order.  
 

We deplore all forms of the 
commercialization and ex-
ploitation of sex, with their 
consequent cheapening and 
degradation of human per-
sonality.  
 

To lose freedom and be 
sold by someone else for 
sexual purposes is a form of 
slavery, and we denounce 
such business and support 

the abused and their right to 
freedom.  
 

We call for strict global 
enforcement of laws prohibit-
ing the sexual exploitation or 
use of children by adults and 
encourage efforts to hold 
perpetrators legally and finan-
cially responsible.  
 

We call for the establish-
ment of adequate protective 
services, guidance, and coun-
seling opportunities for chil-
dren thus abused. 
 

Further information on this 
topic can be found at umc-
gbcs.org or halfthesky.org.  
You may also view the PBS 
special, “Half the Sky:  Turn-
ing Oppression Into Oppor-
tunity for Women World-
wide,” or read Nicholas D. 
Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn’s 
book by the same name.   
 

PBS Special, UMC Denounce Human Trafficking and Highlight Hope 

DISASTER RELIEF  If you would like to help the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) support victims and 
recovery efforts of Hurricane Sandy on the east coast as well as in Haiti, you may make a donation to the offering plate in 
worship.  Place your donation in an envelope marked “Disaster Relief,” including your name, contact information and con-
tribution amount.  Please make checks payable to Grace UMC, noting “Disaster Relief” on the memo.  You may also con-
tribute directly to UMCOR by clicking the “Disaster Relief” link on our home page of www.peopleofgrace.org.   
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  Celebrate the Season November 28th!Celebrate the Season November 28th!  
Women of Grace and the community, the Grace 
Evangelism Ministry invites you to the 7th Annual 
“Celebrate the Season” women’s event on Wednes-
day, November 28, beginning at 6:00 p.m., when 
guests will be awed by the transformation of Fellow-
ship Hall into a winter wonderland of beautifully 
decorated tables graced by the magic of Christmas 
and the creative touch of each table hostess.  Fol-
lowing table viewing and punch will be a delicious 
catered dinner served by the men of Grace.  But the 
evening doesn’t end there!  From Fellowship Hall, 
guests will move into the Sanctuary, where T.V. 
host, life coach and motivational speaker Sunmee 
Choi (pictured) will share how women can be at 
their very best for themselves, their loved ones, and 

the God who cherishes them.  The program also 
features a sampling of selections from the Grace 
Praise Team’s Christmas musical, “The First Noel.”  
Tickets are $20 per person, on sale in the Activity 
Center on November 11 and November 18.  For 
further information, please contact Kim Scharafin at 
kimscharafin@comcast.net or 630-369-4734.  
Men, if you would like to help serve at this event, 
please call Bob Plummer at 630-961-3228 or  
e-mail him at rdpdfp1@wowway.com.  About 30 
men are needed at the following times for the fol-
lowing responsibilities:  4:00 p.m. to make coffee 
and begin set-up; 5:00 p.m. to complete set-up 
and serve; 8:00 p.m. to help with clean-up.  This is 
a great evening for our women and our volunteers! 

7th Annual7th Annual  

Advent at Grace:  Celebrating the True Reason for the Season 

Family Advent  
Celebration Dec. 2 
Wreath Making, Dinner and 
Children’s Musical 
Families, join us again this year for 
our traditional Advent celebration 
on the first Sunday in Advent, De-
cember 2, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in 
the Activity Center with wreath making and learning about 
the symbolism of the wreath.  Dinner will follow at 5:00, 
featuring chicken, rolls and beverages (provided); please 
bring a salad, vegetable or dessert to share.  At 6:00 in the 
Sanctuary, our Cherub, Angelus and Jr. Singers choirs will 
present a musical retelling of the Nativity story, “What Is 
Christmas Really All About?,” adapted by Angelus choir di-
rector Renee Roscoe-Morrison.  All are welcome to the 
musical, free of charge, whether or not you have attended 
the earlier events of the evening.  Tickets for supplies and 
dinner are $20 per family, on sale in the Activity Center on 
Sundays and in the church office during the week.  Please 
contact Margaret Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241, or 
gumcstory@peopleofgrace.org for further information. 

Handling Grief During the Holidays 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one, the holidays can 
be especially difficult.  If you are wondering how to manage 
during a “blue Christmas” season, come to a supportive 
Handling the Holidays program in Room 254 on Wednesday, 
November 14, 7:30-8:30 p.m., presented by Rev. Bill Bryan 
and Parish Nurse Pam Riley.  Questions?  Contact Pastor 
Bill or Pam at 630-355-1748, exts. 228 or 229, respectively.   

 

“Gift of Love” Benefit Christmas 
Concert December 16 - See next page 

Dec. 9: 
Praise 
Team  
Presents 
Christmas  
Musical 
On Sunday, 
December 9, at 
all three wor-
ship services, 
the Grace 
Praise Team, 
Junior Singers 
and instrumen-
tal ensemble 
will present 
“The First No-
el,” a musical 
celebration of 
the very first 
Christmas, 
brought to new 
life with contemporary variations on beloved Christmas 
classics and a moving media backdrop.  Selections from 
“The First Noel” will also be presented at the women’s 
event, “Celebrate the Season,” on November 28.   
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“Gift of Love” Concert  
Benefits Feed My Starving 
Children 

ast year’s “Gift of Love” grand Christ-
mas concert occasion brought in hun-
dreds of people to the Grace sanctu-

ary and thousands of dollars to its benefi-
ciary, Hesed House.  This year’s concert 
promises to capture that same combination 
of musical magic and charitable commitment.  
Featuring the Grace Chancel Choir and so-
loists, the acclaimed Chicago Symphony Civ-
ic Orchestra, classical guitarist Jonathan 
Roth (in concert at Grace on November 11; 
see front page), gospel singer Rev. Cynthia 
Wilson, our Grace Treble Youth Choir (and 
perhaps another visit from jolly Mayor 
Pradel, too), “Gift of Love” will be presented 
twice on Sunday, December 16, at 4:00 p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.  Ticket proceeds will fund the 
purchase of 25,000 meals for Feed My Starv-
ing Children’s “Feed the Need” project in 
February.  Purchase your tickets online now 
at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
or in the Activity Center on Sundays—
hurry; tickets are expected to sell out!  
Tickets are $20 for adults/$18 for seniors 
65+/$10 students/$55 max. for immediate 
family.  Join us!  What a gift indeed. 

Despite Weather,  
Grace CROP Walkers Raise 
$6,000+ For Hunger Efforts 

While tornado and 
severe storm warnings 
interrupted Sunday 
football games on Oc-
tober 14, CROP walk-

ers from Grace and the community were 
in the middle of their trek.  Despite omi-
nous conditions, however, 50 walkers 
from Grace raised $6,252 for this 30th 
annual event to conquer hunger.  Twen-
ty-five percent of the funds collected will 
be divided between local food pantries 
Loaves & Fishes and the Northern Illinois 
Food Bank, while the rest is given to na-
tional and global hunger efforts.  Many 
thanks to Susan Marseilles and all who 
walked, sponsored a walker, or helped 
organize our Grace CROP team.   

Giving to Others at Christmastime 
 

Trinity UMC Christmas Giving  
Once again, our church family has the opportunity to choose 

the name of a child at Trinity United Methodist Church in Joliet for whom to 
buy a gift(s) of clothing or a toy or book.  We also hope to be able to purchase 
three laptops for Trinity youth.  In addition, we are collecting mittens, hats, 
scarves and very gently used children’s books for Trinity’s food pantry families.  
On Sunday, December 9, we will travel to Trinity to offer these gifts and share 
lunch and a Christmas program with our friends there.  If you would like to par-
ticipate in this program, come choose a child’s name in the Activity Center on 
Sundays, Nov. 11 or 18.  Please wrap your gift(s) and return it/them to the Ac-
tivity Center on November 25 or December 2.  Please do not exceed $50.   
 

Calendars and Christmas Cards for Women Prisoners 
Church Women United is collecting 2013 calendars and Christmas cards for 
incarcerated women.  A box for calendars is in the church office now through 
the end of the year.  No spiral calendars or those larger than 8.5”x11”, please.  
Christmas cards and “Forever” stamps will be collected through November 25. 
Cards may be signed and include a personal message, but please avoid being 
“preachy,” and please choose cards that reflect a diverse population.  Do not 
seal cards, use stickers, glue or tape, or enclose anything.  Contact Mary Eesley 
at 630-369-1310 with questions about either of these programs.     
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        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, please 
send your favorite animal photos to the editor, Barb Ceruti, at 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office 
(photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have 
to be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see 
in the wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken by someone 
you know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a write
-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of where 
you photographed the animal).  Photos will be published in the 
order received, unless the photo applies only to a particular time 
of year.   

Tillie and her brother, Charlie, came to Patty and Greg 
Robinson from a farm in Iowa.  When their vet called to say 
some kittens needed a home, they simply couldn’t resist the 
tiny five-week-olds, who weighed only a pound each.  The 
kittens are now about six months old and still growing like 
weeds.  “They’re into everything!” says Patty, whose 11-
year-old cat, Harry, is adjusting slowly to his housemates.  
The Robinson’s Australian Shepherd, however, is a patient 
soul.  “They climb all over him and play with his tail.”   

Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

 

Clifford Ralph Beaver, father of Bonnie Johansen-Werner 
Geri Crowder, niece of Mary Ann Marcin 
Virginia Dodd, sister of Fay Seidlitz 
Marian Gavin, sister of Del Spaits 
Gladys Hilsenbeck, sister-in-law of Jerry and Janet 
Hilsenbeck 
Doug Kaisler, friend of Jeff and Aimee Barbeau 
Rudy Nadherny, father of Kirk Nadherny 
Thomas Ridgway, father of Todd Ridgway         

      Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Eleanor Rose Tyo, daughter of Charlie and Jenny Tyo and 
granddaughter of Tom and Betsy Tyo, was born October 1 
Tallulah Anne Thorn, daughter of Jason and Rebecca 
Thorn, was born on October 2 
Christiana Snyder and Christoper Gambill were mar-
ried on September 29 
Kelly Patterson and Eric Stetler were married on  
October 13 
Katie Gregory and James Dedio were married on  
October 20 
Mark Sakats and Katy Reising were married October 20 
Alfred Hoekstra celebrates his 92nd birthday on Novem-
ber 17; please send greetings to 
1029 Page Ct., Naperville, IL  
60540 
Ellen and Oliver Burrows 
(pictured) were awarded the Har-
vest Home service award on 
October 10 for their many years 
of faithful service to Grace. 

                                       

                            Baptisms 
Amelia Jean Blackmar, daughter of Matthew and Jennifer 
Blackmar, was baptized on October 7 
 

                            Letters 
 

Dear Rev. Robert Atkins, 
 

The Covenant Service on Sunday, September 23, at Grace United 
Methodist Church in Naperville, IL, welcoming Bishop Dyck to the 
Northern Illinois Conference was indeed a day of great rejoicing.  
The service was well-planned, giving evidence of our wide diversity 
of ages, races, and music.  It was my privilege to assist with  
videotaping the Covenant Celebration.  The footage provided by 
Grace’s video team was invaluable.  Please express my most sin-
cere gratitude for their work at the service.  
 

Yours in Service to Christ, 
          —Susan Gieseler, Media Resource Center Director 
 

Note:  Thanks to Mike Walczak for videotaping Bishop 
Dyck’s Covenant Service.  If you would like a copy of this 
DVD, please place your order in the church office.    

Tillie and Charlie 

Happy 40th Anniversary, Temple Builders! 
In October of 1972, Winnie Graver encouraged lifelong 
fitness enthusiast Char Gregory to begin an exercise group 
at Grace.  Forty years later, that group is still going strong, 
meeting three times per week in the Activity Center for 
fitness, fellowship, and spiritual inspiration.  “Body, Mind 
and Spirit” is the group’s motto, and this vital connection is 
still being instilled by Char, along with her daughter, Pam 
Carius.  Also instilled is a steadfast commitment to service, 
as Temple Builders has contributed nearly $75,000 over the 
decades to Grace pro-
jects and initiatives.  
Congratulations, Temple 
Builders, on 40 years!   
 

Temple Builders meets 
MWF, 9:00-10:00 a.m. in 
the Activity Center.  All are 
welcome! 

Char Gregory has been leading 
Temple Builders since 1972.   
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