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Cheerleaders welcome, too! 

Thank You,  
Eagle Scouts! 
 
Many thanks to  
Eagle Scout  
candidates 
Scott Sterchi and  
Kyle Burkwald,  
who removed the  
old wooden  
retaining wall  
in the upper  
parking lot and  
replaced it with  
a new stone wall.   
It looks great—  
Your efforts are  
much appreciated! 
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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 
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Now is the time of year we take 
stock of all that we are thankful 

for, the abundant blessings be-
stowed upon us by our good and faithful God.  For 

many of us, our church home and family is one such 
blessing.  By now, most of you have received your 2010 
Stewardship Campaign Packet.  Hopefully, you have had 
a chance to look at the Annual Report inside your 
packet, entitled The Shape of Grace (shown upper right).  
It is a comprehensive, living document about your  
church—who we are, what we do, and what it takes to 
make Grace Church “Alive in Christ”!  The Annual Re-

port is also available for viewing or 
download at www.peopleofgrace.org.  
Also in your packet is an “Estimate of 
Giving” card.  We ask that you 
prayerfully consider your estimate of 
giving to Grace for 2010, fill out the 
card and place it in the envelope 
provided.  The messenger who de-
livered your stewardship packet 
will return to your home to pick it up.  It is 
important that we receive this card from every Grace 
family, as we use these estimates to plan for 2010 in-
come and expense levels.  Without your estimate, we 
may have to cut back or eliminate certain 2010 ex-
penses.  We are prayerful that you will give as you are 
able to the glory of God!  For your spirit of giving, we 
offer our heartfelt thanksgiving!   

STEWARDSHIP 2010STEWARDSHIP 2010  

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER 
22  Sunday “Bach Double”  
3:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Featuring the Advent Chamber Orchestra with guest violinist 
David Perry.  J.S. Bach, Concerto for 2 Violins and Orchestra in 
D Minor, BWV 1043; A. Vivaldi, Concerto for 2 Violins and  
Orchestra in D Minor, Opus 3 No. 11 
Purchase advance tickets in the church office or online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts ($22 adults/$18 seniors 
65+/$10 students) or at the door ($24/$20/$10). 
29  Sunday Advent Wreath Making, Potluck and  
“The Birds of Bethlehem” Children’s Operetta 
4:15 p.m. Wreath Making in various rooms (will be 
posted).  Sign up in the Activity Center on Sundays and in 
the church office during the week.  $15 per family for 
wreath supplies 
5:00 p.m. Potluck Dinner in Fellowship Hall  
6:00 p.m. “Birds of Bethlehem” in the Sanctuary 

A Christmas Opera for Children featuring the 
Grace Junior Singers, Instrumental Ensemble,  
and Grace Artists-in-Residence Mike Doll, Shelly  

Drescher, Carol Madalin, Jill and Andrew Rye, Maggie Schnute, 
and Tenor Michael Gucwa as Brother Francis.  Just 25 minutes 
long, this Medieval morality tale of the legendary visits of the 
birds to the Nativity will be loved by children and adults alike!  
Child care will be available. 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  
DECEMBERDECEMBER  
2  Wednesday “Celebrate the Season”  
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, Sanctuary 
Featuring beautifully decorated Christmas tables, catered dinner 
from Clara’s served by the men of Grace, humor and inspira-
tion from author and speaker Jane Rubietta.  Table hostesses 
needed; contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 if you would 
like to host a table. 
Tickets go on sale November 15 in the church office ($20 
per person for dinner and program; $10 program only) 
6  Sunday “Under the Acacia Tree” 
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
A family celebration of our mission work in Kenya, featuring 
African cuisine (with kid-friendly options!), music, singing, stories 
and more.  A special offering will be taken in support of the 
Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foundation and building a home for 
an AIDS family in Maua.  We are also collecting ibuprofen, 
children’s/adult multi-vitamins, and antibiotic and cortisone 
creams (exp. dates no earlier than July 2010; no glass bottles). 
Tickets are $7.50 for adults/$5.00 for youth (through 
grade 12)/$20 per family.  Purchase tickets in the church 
office or the Activity Center on November 15, 22 and 29.   
12-13  Saturday/Sunday “The Promise of Light” 
5:30 p.m. Sat.; 8:15 and 9:30 a.m. Sun. in the Sanctuary 
New Life Singers and the Grace Bell Ensemble present “The 
Promise of Light,” Joel Raney’s joyful cantata blending beloved 
Christmas carols with original music, narrative and imagery. 
 

Note:  Grace Christmas events will be detailed in the 
December issue of Grace Notes. 
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Pastor’s Journal 

 

The Shape of Giving      
 

The Campaign for Grace 2010 is underway.  Volunteer messengers are delivering packets of informa-
tion to Grace homes and returning to pick up “Estimate of Giving” cards.  Each packet includes the 
Shape of Grace booklet that tells the story of Grace.  You can read the booklet, then share it with a 

neighbor or friend looking for a church home. 
 

We give thanks for the leadership of the Campaign for Grace, especially Paul and Brenda Carpenter, chairs of the cam-
paign.  Paul’s witness in worship services called for us to put ourselves inside the three triangles of: 1) God, Jesus, the 
Community and the Holy Spirit; 2) Time, Talents, Treasure; and 3) Emotional, Intellectual and Spiritual decision making.  
He asked us to put the fourth triangle of Faith, Hope and Love on our heart as we make our decision regarding our  
Estimate of Giving for 2010.   
 

We are living in challenging times.  Many families remain unsure about their income and the future.  Those of us who 
have the opportunity are asked to step up for the next year to provide for those who cannot.  Those of us who take this 
opportunity will make the difference for the many ministries of Grace.    
 

Grace leadership is committed to finalizing a spending plan for 2010 within the estimated income.  The response the 
Church receives to this campaign will set the future plan.   
 
        Grace and Peace, 
                

November 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair  
 

Reports from our Treas-
urer, Bob Long, are very 

comforting for the close of September. 
We are on target for receipts and are 
managing spending below plan for the 
year to date. If all remains steady, we 
expect to meet budget requirements  
by the end of the year.  Bob has done a 
tremendous job in his first year as 
Treasurer, transforming our chart of 
accounts into a new, more easily man-
aged structure and also digging deep 
into historical records to ferret out 
issues and errors to reconcile Grace 
accounts. We’ve never had a clearer 
picture or more confidence in the state 
of our finances. Please give Bob a pat 
on the back when you see him for his 
wonderful contribution.  
 

Our concerns for 2010 remain, how-
ever, and we’ve been hearing in wor-
ship from Stewardship Campaign Chair 
Paul Carpenter about plans for 2010 
and the role Grace plays in our lives 
and the community. The Stewardship 
Campaign is mobilizing over 110 mem-

bers to deliver and pick up campaign 
packets and pledge cards during the 
first two weeks of November. Our 
2010 expense budget will be limited by 
the total receipts projected, based on 
pledge commitments.  
 

The Stewardship and Finance Commit-
tee, chaired by Mike Walczak, has com-
missioned an Annual Report for Grace 
this year, The Shape of Grace, detailing 
activities and accomplishments during 
the year to provide a sense of the 
broad spectrum of ministries we sup-
port. Look this over carefully as you 
consider your pledge for 2010, and rec-
ognize that as individuals we may only 
be aware of a small fraction of all that 
Grace is and does. Also included in The 
Shape of Grace are testimonials from 
some of our newest members, indicat-
ing how Grace has made a difference to 
them. An important factor is feeling 
welcomed and finding comfortable 
ways to become involved. As Paul Car-
penter will tell you, it’s about being 
more than just a friendly church, but an 
“invitational” church to visitors and 
prospective members. 
 

Church Council has been manning the 
“Listening Post” on Sundays after the 
9:30 service since late August in antici-
pation of concerns about Grace in the 
current difficult economy. Great con-
cerns have not been voiced, but we 
have documented questions that have 
come up and provided some answers 
and comment. In several cases, good 
suggestions have already been put into 
action. You can contact Church Coun-
cil members or the church office (630-
355-1748) if you are interested in see-
ing these suggestions. 
 

Remember, you have the opportunity 
each week to welcome someone into 
the Grace family, to bring a new talent 
and passion to bear in our mission 
work, or to fulfill the need of someone 
seeking a church home.  Stay positive, 
engage the issues that are your passion, 
and send out a wave of joy. Each and 
every one of us can make a difference, 
and together we are a movement.  
Remember your nametag! I keep 
mine in my car so that when I forget to 
put it on, I can run out and dodge traf-
fic to get it! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    
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The deadline for December 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, November 2 
 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 

United Methodist Church.   
Submit news to  

Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
or phone 630-355-1748, x. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

November 2009 

  Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

See page one for more events! 
Mistletoe Marketplace  
November 7, 9am-1pm 
United Methodist Women will 
host their annual Christmas 
bazaar and silent auction on 
Saturday, November 7, 9:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  Available for purchase are 
unique hand-made crafts, hand-
made olive wood items crafted 
by Palestinian Christians, PEMA 
jewelry, home-baked goods, and 
other seasonal gifts.  There will 
also be a drawing for a hand-
stitched, queen-sized missions 
quilt and other quilted items.  
Proceeds benefit UMW mis-
sions.  Mistletoe Marketplace 
items will also be available in the 
Activity Center on Sunday, No-
vember 8 (olive wood items 
available through Nov. 15). 

November Hand-in-Hand 
Parenting Workshops  
Grace Church, Parent’s Day 
Out and Weekday Children’s 
Center are co-sponsoring two 
Wednesday evening parenting 
workshops this month in the 
Grace Fireside Room, the first 
of which is on November 11, 
6:45-8:00 p.m., featuring profes-
sional counselor Stephen Hess 
on “Mom and Dad in the Mir-
ror,” focusing on positive, effec-
tive discipline for both children 
and parents.  The second, on 
November 18, 6:45-8:00 p.m., 
features nutrition expert Nancy 
Rodriguez on healthy nutrition 
habits for young children.  
Workshops are $10 each per 
family; register in the church 
office by November 9.  Child 
care is available (please reserve 
with Margaret Harrison at 630-
355-1748, ext. 241). 

Fermilab Scientist Visits 
Over 50 Fellowship 
On Thursday, November 12, 
12:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, 
award-winning particle physicist 
Herman B. White will speak to 

“Over 50 Fellowship” on the 
past, present and future of  
Fermilab, where he has been a 
celebrated scientist for the past 
35 years.  Lunch and program is 
$5, payable at the door. PLEASE 
RESERVE BY NOON ON 
NOV. 10 in the church office 
(630-355-1748) so that we have 
adequate food and seating! 

“Steel Magnolias” Comes 
to Grace! 
Presented by the Community 
UMC Players, Robert Harling’s 
beloved “Steel Magnolias” will 
be performed in Grace’s Fel-
lowship Hall November 13, 
14 and 20 at 7:00 p.m. and 
November 21 at 2:00 p.m.  
Tickets are $12 per person and 
can be purchased in the Grace 
Church office. 

Fall Work Day Nov. 14 
Come join the Grace Trustees 
November 14, 8:30-11:30 
a.m., in cleaning up our church 
grounds for all of our upcoming 
events and celebrations.  Please 
bring your outdoor spruce-up 
implements (rakes, shears, etc); 
refreshments will be served! 

Soup and Pie Benefit and 
Summer Youth Missions 
Kick-off November 15 
Grace Summer Youth Missions 
is holding its “Soup and Pie” 
benefit for 2010 summer mis-
sions on Sunday, November 
15, 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Donations are $5 
per person, or a maximum of 
$15 per family.  Soup and a vari-
ety of delicious pies will be 
served; proceeds benefit sum-
mer youth missions.  If you 
would like to provide a pie or 
soup ingredient, contact Gaye 
Lynn Loufek at 630-898-8986 or 
rglbhl@aol.com.  That evening, 
November 15, there is also a 
summer youth missions kick-off 
meeting at 7:00 p.m for anyone 
interested in attending or learn-
ing more about either the Side-

by-Side or Junior High mission 
trip.  DVDs and CDs of last 
year’s trips will be available for 
pick-up or purchase.   

November UMW Circles 
Martha-Esther meets Tues-
day, Nov. 17, 9:15 a.m. in the 
Fireside Room for missions and 
fun; Mary meets Tuesday, Nov. 
17, 9:15 a.m. at Betty Sandell’s; 
Priscilla meets Tuesday, Nov. 
17, 7:00 p.m. at Margaret 
Blake’s with “The Spice of Life” 
from Winnie Graver; Ruth 
meets Wednesday, Nov. 18, 
9:15 a.m. at Joan Meador’s, also 
featuring “The Spice of Life”; 
Sarah meets Tuesday, Nov. 
17, 9:15 a.m. at JoAnn Stuart’s, 
with Dr. Asmat Jafry on 
“Weddings in India.”   
Grace Children Bring 
Home Christmas Cheer 
On Sunday, December 13, the 
Grace Junior Singers and Chil-
dren’s Bell Ensemble will be 
caroling at Fairview Village and 
The Devonshire retirement 
centers as well as to home-
bound Grace members.  If you 
have family or friends at either 
Fairview or The Devonshire, 
please let them know!  Caroling 
will occur at 2:00 p.m. at Fair-
view (in the chapel) and 3:30 
p.m. at The Devonshire (in the 
atrium).  If you are home-bound 
or know of someone who is 
who would like a visit from 
these children, contact Lynn 
Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 
249, or dandlleitzen@aol.com. 

Hesed House Needs  
Blankets and Towels 
Hesed House is in need of sin-
gle blankets and towels.  There 
is a box outside the Activity 
Center throughout November 
for these collections. 
Men Needed to Serve at 
“Celebrate the Season” 
Men are needed to help set up, 
serve, wait tables, and clean up 
at the women’s “Celebrate the 

Season” event on Wednesday, 
December 2.  Arrival time is 
5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
Please contact Bob Plummer at 
630-961-3228.   
Bring Cheer to a Child in a  
Desperate Situation 
Bring joy and hope to a child 
faced with a desperate situation.  
Participate in Operation Christ-
mas Child!  Simply fill a regular 
shoebox with small toys, a Bible, 
books, clothing, school or hy-
giene supplies.  Attach a label 
and include $7 to cover ship-
ping.  Labels and brochures with 
packing tips are on posters out-
side the Activity Center.  Please 
return filled boxes to the office 
on or before November15.   
Cards and Calendars for 
Women Prisoners 
Church Women United is col-
lecting Christmas cards and 
2010 calendars in the church 
office for incarcerated women 
now through November 18 for 
cards (and longer for calendars).  
See guidelines/restrictions on 
the collection boxes. 
Host Families Needed... 
...for college choir members  
performing at Grace on the 
evenings of January 7 and 23.   
Contact the church office or 
Dan Wagner for details.  
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A Word About “This” 
and “Next” 
Many times in Grace Notes, Grace 
and Mission and other church media, 
the words “this” and “next” are used in 
reference to upcoming dates and events (often along 
with a clear statement of the actual date). Here’s hop-
ing to alleviate—not add to!—any confusion: 
 

When the word “this” is used, it refers to a date less 
than seven days hence.  “Next” refers to a date at least 
seven days hence.  For example: 
--If today is Monday, May 3, “this Wednesday” is May 
5, while “next Wednesday” is May 12 
--If today is Monday, May 3, “next Monday” is May 10 
(“this Monday” is assumed to be “today,” if today is a 
Monday).   
 

Because Grace in Mission announcements serve both 
our Saturday and Sunday worshipers, the word “next” 
in reference to a Saturday or Sunday means seven days 
in the future, depending on the day: 
--If today is Saturday, May 8, “next Saturday” is May 15  
--If today is Sunday, May 9, “next Sunday” is May 16 
 

Clear as MUD? 

A “Grace”ful Thanks 
Grace Notes would like to extend grateful thanks to the faith-
ful volunteers who prepare our newsletter for mailing each 
month.  On the first Tuesday of every month, they gather in 
the Conference Room to stuff, fold, affix seals to, and place 
1,600+ newsletters in bins for mailing.  Many thanks to the 
Grace Notes team!  Thanks also to Office Manager Phyllis 
Pepiot, who organizes the team, as well as our volunteer 
office receptionists, who help prepare this and many other 
mailings as well.  If there are others interested in joining the 
mailing ministry of Grace Notes, please contact Phyllis Pepiot 
at 630-355-1748, ext. 222. 

The Grace Notes mailing ministry prepares copies of this news-
letter each month for the bulk mail process. 

New Visual Arts Ministry Seeks Volunteers 
Through the generos-
ity of the Plummer 
family in memory of 
their beloved Eric, 
Grace has been given 
the gift of a projector 
that will enable visual 
imagery to accompany 
the 11:00 contempo-
rary worship with the 
Grace Praise Team as 
well as other special 
worship experiences.   
If you enjoy contempo-
rary worship and would like to share your time and talents 
with this ministry, we are in need of both sound technicians 
and a person(s) to head/coordinate this new Visual Arts Min-
istry.  DON’T WORRY—WE WILL TRAIN YOU!  Volun-
teers high school age and up are needed to create imagery 
(this can be done at home) and/or operate our new software 
and projection equipment (computer literacy required) at 
the 11:00 a.m. worship and be in regular communication 
with Praise Team worship leaders to bring this artistic minis-
try to life.  Please contact Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 
249, or dandlleitzen@aol.com if you are interested in learn-
ing more.  High school, college students seeking a career in 
visual arts, this would be great experience! 

The Grace Praise Team, offering music 
at the 11:00 a.m. worship, seeks  
help with new Visual Arts Ministry. 

Holocaust Survivor Shares with Grace 
As a Jewish child during the Nazi regime, Aaron Elster 
escaped liquidation by hiding in forests in Poland and, 
later, a lonely attic.  His parents were killed, and he never 
knew what became of his six-year-old sister, Sarah, whose 
memory haunts him still and for whom he tells his excru-
ciating story.   
 

Grace Questors invited 
Mr. Elster to speak to us 
on October 18.  Many, 
including youth and chil-
dren, gathered in Fellow-
ship Hall to hear how he  
escaped unspeakable hor-
ror, suffered two long 
years in filth, starvation 
and solitude in an attic  
that was an oven in sum-
mer and an icebox in win-
ter.  “I loved when it rained,” recalled Elster.  “It was the 
only time I was free to scream, to hear my voice.”    
 

Ultimately, Elster found strength in the innate human will 
to live, a drive that he says abides in us all and can sustain 
us all.  “During that horrible time, I prayed that I could live 
to be 25.  The good Lord has blessed me well,” said Elster, 
who honestly does not know whether he is 75 or 76 years 
old.  Proceeds from book sales and free-will donations 
that morning benefit the Illinois Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center in Skokie, IL.   

Holocaust survivor Aaron Elster 
signs copies of his book, I Still See 
Her Haunting Eyes, in Fellowship 
Hall October 18. 
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The Grace Church and Society Committee will be selling 
Fair Trade coffee again in the Activity Center on Novem-
ber 8, 15 and 22.  This is the same coffee brewed during 
“Connections” time between worship services and comes 
from “Equal Exchange,” which partners with co-operatives 
of small-scale farmers (located throughout the world, in-
cluding the U.S.).  This fair trade system pays producers 
fair wages, providing them with a stable source of income 
and improved social services. The co-op’s are democrati-
cally organized and encouraged to practice sustainable 
farming and environmentally sound business practices.  
 

We’ll be taking pre-paid orders in November as well, so 
pick up an order form from our table in the Activity Cen-
ter or in the church office, and turn it in to our table or to 
the Church and Society mail box in the Office Lounge by 

November 15.  Pre-paid orders will be available for pick-
up around November 29, on which date we will also have 
jewelry, home décor, gifts and more for sale from Ten 
Thousand Villages, one of the world’s largest and oldest 
fair trade organizations. Watch the Grace In Mission bulletin 
insert for further details on this sale.  
 

Also on November 29, at the Advent Wreath Making (see 
page one), Church and Society will be handing out book-
lets titled “Whose Birthday is it Anyway?”, which chal-
lenges people of faith to examine and challenge today’s 
consumer society. Get your copy at the Advent Celebra-
tion; extras will be available in the church office after  
November 29.  
 
  

Rev. Dr. 
Carol  
Findon 
Says… 
 
 

There is Support at Grace for 
Men and Women Facing  
Separation or Divorce 
 

I am a Pastoral Counselor, Divorce 
Mediator and Divorce Coach for Col-
laborative Practice.  As I function in 
these roles, I have seen an increasing 
number of couples choosing to sepa-
rate or divorce.  The United States 
has the highest divorce rate of any 
country in the world.  The rate leveled 
off in the late 1990s, but 40-50 per-
cent of married couples are likely to 
choose divorce.   
 

Many studies have been conducted to 

analyze why relationships are more 
likely to end now than they were 50 
to 100 years ago, but one positive out-
come is that most of us, including 
therapists, policymakers and clergy, 
have become more compassionate and 
less judgmental.   
 

The Book of Discipline of The United 
Methodist Church says “...when a mar-
ried couple is estranged beyond rec-
onciliation, even after thoughtful con-
sideration and counsel, divorce is a 
regrettable alternative in the midst of 
brokenness.” 
 

The church cannot change the fact 
that people divorce.  But the church 
can have an influence in changing the 
way in which people get divorced.  
Separation and divorce bring pain to 
everyone involved, yet they have the 
potential to stimulate growth and be-
come a creative opportunity for per-

sonal reassessment and redirection.  
They do not need to be a declaration 
of war, bringing much animosity be-
tween the parties.  There are alterna-
tives to litigation—Mediation and Col-
laborative Practice.  Contact me for 
information, or visit the following web 
sites: 
www.mediationcouncilofillinois.org 
www.CollabLawIl.org  
www.collaborativepractice.com 
 

For two years, Grace has had a sup-
port group for women who are going 
through separation or divorce, meet-
ing the second Tuesday of every 
month.  This fall, Pastor Don and I 
would like to offer a support group 
for men going through separation or 
divorce.  If you are interested in either 
of these groups, contact me at 630-
664-6314 or Pastor Don Niswonger 
(630-355-1748, ext. 237).   

Thank You from Nancy and 
Janine Huber 
Along with 3,200 warriors against 
blood cancers, Nancy Huber and her 
daughter, Janine Huber Garner, 
walked from Victory Field to Military 
Park in the Indianapolis “Light the 
Night” Walk on October 17, benefit-
ing research efforts of the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society.  Nancy and 
Janine raised $2,300, which would not 
have been possible without the gener-
ous donations of friends and family, 
says Nancy.  “Two young people 

spoke that evening on how a 
clinical trial drug that was paid 
for by LLS contributions 
helped save their lives,” said 
Nancy, whose husband Bill also 
received a clinical trial drug 
that controlled side effects of the 
leukemia that ultimately took his 
life. “Maybe a day will come when 
medications can control this muta-
tion of the white cells and we will 
find a cure,” hopes Nancy.  “Bill 
lives on in our hearts, and your love 
for him continues.  Thank you so 
very much.” 

Church and Society Holiday Sales Benefit Gift Makers   From Chris St. John 

In honor of Bill Huber (inset), Nancy Huber (left) 
and her daughter, Janine, “lit the night” October 
17 in the fight against blood cancers. 
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Linking Up to Grace                   By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

The prophet Micah wrote, “With what 
shall I come before the Lord?”  As we 
enter into the season of giving thanks 
and giving gifts, this is a good question 
to ask ourselves.  Many of our friends 
and family have come before the Lord, 
and we remembered their love, their 
faith, and the legacy of their lives on 
All Saints’ Sunday, November 1, this 
year.  What will we bring before the 
Lord?  What testimony of faith and 
love will our lives give?  On Thanksgiv-
ing, we will be giving thanks for all the 
blessings God has given us, through 
other people and through our life’s 
work.  At Christmas, we come before 
the infant Jesus to bear gifts for others 
and to say thanks and show our love.   
 

But the Lord tells Micah that what 
God wants is for us to offer justice, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
God.  How can we honor this request 
in our daily lives, in our season of giv-
ing thanks and giving gifts?  One of my 
favorite mantras now—I don’t remem-
ber the source—goes like this: “Live 
simply, so others can simply live.”  
Many in our congregation are already 
being forced to rethink their living due 

to job loss or job change.  Many are 
struggling just to keep their homes.   
As a church, we give thanks for the 
faithfulness of our members who are 
able and choose still to give, sacrifi-
cially even, so that through the church 
we can help those in our community 
and others in the world in need to 
simply live.    
 

When we can rethink our lives and 
what is truly important, what is truly 
needful, then we can begin to scale 
back our demand for constant up-
grades, for more and better of every-
thing, and start giving thanks for the 
good in our lives and see that the best 
is really the loved ones with whom we 
share stories and smiles, hugs and tick-
les.  While nice, the material things of 
life are not the most important things. 
Love is! 
 

This thanks and giving season, your 
church outreach committees will offer 
many opportunities for you to pur-
chase gifts that bless others twice, by 
blessing not only the gift recipient, but 
also supporting the gift maker as well. 
At Mistletoe Marketplace on Novem-
ber 7, all proceeds will go directly to 

mission support; PEMA 
jewelry sales proceeds 
go directly to artisans 
living with AIDS; Fair 
Trade coffee, tea and hot chocolate 
proceeds go directly to small farmers 
in Africa and Central or Latin America; 
Red Bird Mission craft proceeds go 
directly to Kentucky artisans at Red 
Bird Mission; greeting cards from Rev. 
Kay Turner support United Methodist 
mission work in Africa; Ten Thousand 
Villages store item proceeds go di-
rectly to Third World artisans and 
farmers; Heifer animal purchases will 
directly bless Third World families 
with an ark-full of animals; and our 
Christmas Tree giving will be in sup-
port of Hispanic families at Trinity 
Church in Joliet.  In these ways and 
probably more (!), our gifts can make a 
HUGE difference, shining forth the 
light of God’s love into hearts here 
and around the world!  Please give 
generously through these opportuni-
ties to offer yourself and your love to 
Christ and to others. 
 

In Christ’s love, 

By Dick Trondsen 

Grace Church Questors is a  
long-standing adult education  
class that meets on Sunday morn-
ings, 9:30 a.m. in Room 254. 
Questors welcome new mem-
bers or interested guests at any 
time.  Central to Questors’ par-
ticipatory, friendly, eclectic, car-
ing philosophy is: 1) to provide a 
close, caring community within 
our larger church; 2) to bring  
Christian values to everyday  

living;  
3) to sponsor a number of community outreach pro-
jects; and 4) to interact socially through monthly 
activities.   Program facilitators are class members, 
outside visitors (see page 6 for Holocaust survivor 
Aaron Elster’s visit to Grace), and church leaders.      
 

Sunday Morning Questors Open to All 

Coming to Questors Nov. 15: 
Thriving in Turbulent Times 
 

Rev. Scott Mitchell, Psy.D., a clinical 
psychologist, ordained clergyman, 
and Executive Director of Samari-
tan Interfaith Counseling Center, 
will offer his unique knowledge of 
psychology and spirituality in con-
sideration of these questions: 
• What can we do to not only survive, 

but actually thrive, in these times? 
• How can we understand our stress? 
• How can we cope with our stress? 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME AND  
ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND! 

November 15, 9:30 a.m. in Room 254 

November 2009 

Grace youth share their summer mission trip 
experiences with the Questors class. 

Questors enjoy socializing, too! 

 

5  November 2009 

 

Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Richard Brown, friend of Jerry and Ruth Schlegel 
Norma Hagemann, mother of Barbara Hiltz 
Valilia Henderson, aunt of Nancy Staton 
Barb Kariger, sister of Don Nelson 
Julie Sayers, member of the Grace Cancer Support Group 
Bob Stelle, father of Sue Mocny 

Baptisms 
 

Lillian Kate, daughter of Konrad and Krista Sherinian, was 
baptized on October 11 
Lindsey Rebecca, daughter of Michael and Martha Foreman, 
was baptized on October 18 
Reed McAlister, daughter of Garrett and Wesley Gosselink, 
was baptized on October 18 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Phyllis Dubson celebrates her 90th birthday on November 
17; send greetings to 10 W. 13th Ave., Naperville, IL  60563 
Katherine Finkbeiner celebrates her 92nd birthday on  
November 30; send greetings to 1700 Robin Lane, Apt. 405, 
Naperville, IL  60532 
Laura Krumwiede and Emerson Scott IV were married 
on October 10 
Jami Nigoza and Ryan White were married on October 11 
Christine Reese and Jason Gregory were married on  
October 17 
Sean Fraser and Michelle Neckermann were married on 
October 24 
Shannon Richards and Andrew Getz were married on 
October 31 
Bob Dunphy was inducted into the North Central College 
Hall of Fame for his achievements in cross country and track 
 

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with the 
Grace family, please contact Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or by phone at 630-355-1748, ext., 
240.  You may also drop off your news in the office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or  
animal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order they are received. 

This is Reze, “granddog” of Ken and Jolene Arends, whose 
son is master of this beautiful, loyal Hungarian Vizsla. Reze 
is a year-and-a-half-old pointer and, as you can see, a won-
derful companion and “laptop” dog! 

        PET PHOTOS AND “BIO’S” WANTED!   
“Animal Attraction” has only one pet left to feature!  Pet 
owners, show off your four (or more)-legged companions 
here in Grace Notes (submission information above).   

      Harvest Home Honorees 
 

50+-Year Members (asterisk indicates 75+-year member) 

Bill Abe 
Mary Abe 
Ruby Allen 
Jean Anderson 
Robert Anderson 
George Bentz 
Russell Breitwieser 
Bob Craig 
Millie Craig 
Kenneth Dorsch 
Phyllis Dubson 
Helen Enger 
RuthAnn Epperson 
Katherine  

Finkbeiner 
Miriam Fry 

Char Gregory 
Norma Hagemann 

(passed away on 
October 19) 

Rita Harvard 
Barbara 

(Hagemann) Hiltz 
Robert Hoffman 
Shirley Hoffman 
Ruth Ladd* (88 

years) 
Bob Lehman 
Miriam Lehman 
Darlene  

Noerenberg 
Carol Piper 

Robert Piper*  
Faye Pletcher 
Harold Pletcher 
MaryLou Pratte 
Betty Rickleff 
Clarence Rickleff 
Myra Riskedal 
Claire Ann Sauntry 
Robert Sebastian 
Lillian Squires* 
Lois Stanley 
Jack Upton 
Julian (Gus) Voss 
Maxine Voss 
Judith Wehrli 

Congratulations to 
Rita Fredenhagen Harvard 

 
On receiving the  

Harvest Home Award for  
Outstanding Christian Service 

 
October 14, 2009 

      Thank You, CROP Walkers! 
Many thanks to all the Grace walkers and supporters of 
the 2009 Naperville CROP Walk on October 18.  The 
leaves were in full color and the rain was on hold!  Many 
walkers brought their whole families, including their dogs.  
We had over 50 walkers this year and collected over 
$4,000 in support of local, national and global hunger  
efforts.  If you have not yet turned in your collection en-
velope, please drop it in the church office ASAP!   
     —Susan Marseille 
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