
 

8  

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540-7424 

Non-profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

NAPERVILLE, IL 

PERMIT NO. 75 

November 2008  

Holidays Got You   
Everywhere, signs of Thanksgiving and Christmas are be-
ginning to emerge.  But for those who have lost loved 
ones, the holiday season can be a particularly difficult time.  
Your Grace family understands this and will be addressing 
it with a special presentation called “Handling the Holi-
days” from funeral director and Elburn area inspiration 
Bruce Conley on Wednesday, November 19, 7:00-9:00 
p.m., at Grace.   
 

Participants will receive Mr. Conley’s booklet, “Handling 
the Holidays,” which includes the “Griever’s Holiday Bill 
of Rights” and a holiday planner.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  Please contact Rev. Carol Madalin (630-355-
1748, ext. 246) to reserve your place, or sign up in the 
church office.  Said Grace member Jessica Staponkus, 
whose grandfather’s funeral and all of its proceedings 
were handled by Mr. Conley, “Grandpa always said that he 
would trust no one else to take care of him and his family.  
Mr. Conley has the most amazing approach to all of our 
questions, when no one else has the answers.”  Please be 
sure to invite your friends, family members, neighbors, 
anyone who might be missing loved ones this holiday sea-
son and struggling to cope. 
 Photos courtesy of Dick Trondsen 

P lease help us  
keep our  

commitment to 
renewing and 
revitalizing  
Grace Children’s  
and Family 
Ministries!   
Support our Fall  
Stewardship 
Campaign by  
offering your  
Estimate of  
Giving for 2009.  
We understand 
that times are 
uncertain, but   
together we can 
make it happen. 
The children truly 
are our future! 

 

   

November 2008 

$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

Time to “Celebrate the Season” Again! 

W omen of Grace, 
don’t miss our 
3rd annual 

“Celebrate the Season” 
event on Wednesday, De-
cember 3, 6:00 p.m., at 
Grace.  Sponsored by the 
Evangelism committee, this 
is already a favorite Grace 
event for the holiday sea-
son, a tradition in the mak-
ing!  This year, we have a 
very special program in 
store, featuring accom-
plished vocalist and inspir-
ing speaker, Jeanine Murk 

(left), and her husband, Bill (right), one 
of today’s premier Christian violinists. 
Come hear Jeanine share how God has 
used the considerable difficulties in her 

life to begin the process of conforming 
her to His image, and how He can do 
the same for us all.  “There need not be 
any victims in the family of God, because 
Christ came to make us more than vic-
torious!” says Jeanine.  
 

A double treat this evening will be Bill 
Murk, whose fresh, sensitive display of 
violin mastery shatters stereotypes and 
inspires a new appreciation for this 
time-honored instrument.  Both Jeanine 
and Bill have recorded and traveled ex-
tensively, entertaining and inspiring audi-
ences across the world with their mes-
sage of hope and new creation in Christ.  
What a great way to usher in the season 
of Christ’s coming to earth to be among 
us!  In addition to this wonderful pro-
gram, “Celebrate the Season” will again 
feature catered dinner in Fellowship Hall 

served by the men of Grace at beautiful 
Christmas tables uniquely decorated by 
the women hosting each table.  You may 
register for this event in the church of-
fice or in the Activity Center on No-
vember 16, 23 and 30.  You may also 
register online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Cost is $20 
for dinner and the program and $10 for 
the program only.  Invite your family, 
friends and neighbors! 
For further information 
or to be a table hostess, 
contact Kim Scharafin at 
630-369-4734. 
 

Please bring a donation 
of non-perishable canned 
goods for Loaves & 
Fishes Food Pantry. 

Sunday, Nov. 23, 
7:30pm 
“An Octave Above”—
Grace Concert Series 

A 
cap-
pella 
jazz, 
pop, 

contemporary, Gospel 
and classical.  Something 
for all ages and musical 
tastes!  Includes high-
lights from the greatly 
anticipated Christmas 
CD “Come On and 
Take a Sleigh Ride.”  
Purchase advance tickets 
online at 
www.peopleofgrace. 
org/concerts or by mail 
(pick up a brochure in 
the church office).  Tick-
ets are $10 for adults/$8 
seniors/$5 students in 
advance or $12, $10, $5 
at door. 

Sunday, Nov. 30, 
Advent Wreaths 
4:15pm; Children’s 
Musical 6:00pm  

“Light of the 
World,” 
presented by 
the Grace 
Children’s 
Choir Minis-
tries.  Cele-

brate the start of the Ad-
vent season with a Christ-
mas musical of original 
songs and familiar carols 
from around the world.  
You need not have made a 
wreath to attend this wor-
ship musical; no charge 
 

Saturday, Dec. 6, 
7:30pm 
Advent Chamber  
Orchestra—Grace  
Concert Series 
"A Baroque Christmas,” 
our second opportunity 

to experience the mag-
nificent Advent Cham-
ber Orchestra, playing 
Charpentier’s 
“Christmas Mass,” Bach, 
Handel, and more.  Also 
featuring the Grace 
Chamber Singers and 
Young Naperville Sing-

ers.  Pur-
chase ad-
vance tick-
ets online 
or by mail.  

Tickets are $20 for 
adults/$16 for sen-
iors/$10 for students in 
advance or $22, $18, 
$10 at the door.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 7, 
8:15, 9:30, 11am 
“One of Us”— 
Music in Worship 
A contemporary  
Advent musical 
worship featuring the 

Grace 
Praise 
Team 
and spe-

cial guest trumpeter 
Chris O’Hara, a founder 
and former member of 
the Synergy Brass En-
semble; directed by Kris 
Visher.  Discover the 
mystery and meaning of 
Christ’s coming to live 
among us; free of charge 
 

Sunday, Dec. 21, 
9:30 and 11:00am 
“Christmas with Grace”—

Music in 
Worship 
Cele-
brate 
the 

music of Christmas with 
the Chancel Choir, full 
orchestra and special 
guests the Naperville 
Central High School 
percussion ensemble. 

Featuring Randol Alan 
Bass’ “Christmas Flour-
ish” and Glenn 
McClure’s setting of 
“Veni Emmanuel” with 
Caribbean percussion, 
glorious carols and 
more! Free of charge 
 

Christmas Eve, 
11:00pm 
“Lessons and Carols”—
Music in Worship 
“Lessons and Carols,” 
featuring the Chancel 
Choir and Naperville 
Brass Ensemble. 
Join us for the music and 
readings for Christmas 
in the beloved tradition 
of Kings’ College, Cam-
bridge, all in the warm 
glow of candlelight;  
free of 
charge 
 

 

Grace Musical Events Usher in Advent, Promise of Christ Among Us 
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

In the Midst of Crisis, Thanksgiving 
 
In the midst of a credit market crisis with attendant gyrations in the stock markets, it is good to  
remember the reasons for Thanksgiving.  The story of Thanksgiving is not one of abundance, but of 

sharing, of surviving, and of gratitude for life.  Abraham Lincoln instituted the annual holiday on the last Thursday of  
November as “a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.”  He coupled 
thanksgiving in the midst of the Civil War “with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience” and 
with remembering “those who have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers” in the war. 
 

Thanksgiving, penitence, remembering – those are good attitudes for this November.  We usually associate Thanksgiving 
with the harvest, with abundance, and with peace.  When we feel like abundance is in doubt, the blessing of Thanksgiving 
might seem distant, and our souls are restless.  Yet there are great spiritual blessings that come from remembering 
those who suffer, from penitence for sin, both individual and corporate, and from being grateful for the blessing of family 
and friends with whom we can share another year. 
 

This Thanksgiving, spend some additional time counting blessings – it will make a difference.  Go around the table and 
ask about blessings that have occurred through the year.  Tell a story about someone no longer at your table and  
remember those who serve in distant lands.  Make Thanksgiving count this year.   

We need it. 

      Grace and Peace, 
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Our Stewardship 
Campaign has 
been launched, 
and by now you 
should have re-
ceived an Estimate 

of Giving card for an indica-
tion of your level of support 
in 2009. Many thanks to Pete 
Lindsay, Mike Walczak and the 
Stewardship-Finance Commit-
tee for leading this effort! This 
is not an easy time for most of 
us, due to uncertainty in the 
economy and concerns about 
job stability, but it is a time 
when our community and 
members may be most in 
need of support through 
Grace. Your financial support 
is necessary for us to make 
our Family Ministry emphasis a 
reality in 2009 and beyond. 
Please do your best to help us 
be there for our children, 
youth, and our young, multi-
generational families. 
 

Some time ago, the Grace 
strategy team asked a subset 

of Grace members to partici-
pate in a Natural Church De-
velopment (NCD) survey, a 
process that would measure 
the health of our congregation 
against thousands of other 
churches in the U.S. and 
around the world. Key 
“Quality Factors” have been 
recognized as characteristic of 
successful and growing 
churches. These factors are 
listed below, along with our 
scores. The norm for U.S. 
churches is a score of 50; our 
overall score was 47.5.  
 

There are many actions and 
programs in progress to ad-
dress improvement opportu-
nities, but an objective of 
NCD is to work on the 
“minimum factor” following 
each round of surveys. For 
Grace, this is “Need-Oriented 
Evangelism,” so we’ll be work-
ing specifically to bolster this 
area in 2009. 
 
 

Empowering Leadership: 
47 The motivation and en-
couragement of members to 
follow their passions and par-
ticipate in giving direction to 
Grace 
 

Gift-Based Ministry: 51  
Helping members identify 
their gifts and integrating them 
into ministries that match 
their gifts 
 

Passionate Spirituality: 42 
Not just expressing spiritual-
ity, but living it with commit-
ment, fire, and enthusiasm 
 

Effective Structures: 46 
Forms and structures in the 
church that fulfill their pur-
pose 
 

Inspiring Worship: 43 
Is worship inspiring and are 
you renewed? 
 

Holistic Small Groups: 63  
A system of small groups 
where individuals can find inti-
mate community, practical 
help, and intensive spiritual 
interaction 

Need-Oriented Evangel-
ism: 41  
Sharing the Gospel in a way 
that meets the questions and 
needs of non-Christians 
 

Loving Relationships: 45 
Unfeigned, practical love en-
dows a church with a much 
greater magnetic power than 
all of the marketing efforts in 
the world. 
 

Our strength in working with 
small groups is apparent and 
should be leveraged in all that 
we do. Many thanks to those 
who participated in the sur-
vey. Though results were a 
long time in arriving, your help 
has been greatly appreciated! 
Remember to get engaged in 
what’s happening at Grace. 
There are exciting changes 
afoot, and we need your skills 
and talents. Make a special 
point to greet someone you 
don’t know and perhaps find 
yourself the welcoming Grace 
ambassador for a potential 
new member! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE   By John Bodine, Church Council Chair 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Graver Lecture Looks at Challenges 
of Gender, Church and HIV/AIDS 
Join us Sunday, November 9, 4:00 p.m. at 
Grace, for a Grant V. Graver Endowed 
Lecture from Dr. Cheryl Anderson, 
Garrett Evangelical Seminary associate pro-
fessor of Old Testament and Fulbright 
Scholar who researched AIDS/HIV in 
South Africa for seven months.  She will 
offer biblical interpretations blending the 
Bible’s ancient context with modern socio-
economic context. (We apologize if you 
receive this newsletter after this or any 
other events have occurred.) 

“Feed My Starving Children” 
Grace can help the impoverished people of 
Haiti by packing food to be shipped to 
them on the following walk-in dates:  No-
vember 12 and 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m., and 
November 28, 2:30-4:30 p.m.  You may 
also make a donation towards shipping and 
customs costs (please make checks payable 
to GUMC; noting “FMSC Container” on 
the memo line).  The FMSC site is located 
at 555 Exchange Street in Aurora. 

Over 50 Shares Thanksgiving Meal 
On Thursday, November 13, 12:00 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall, Over 50 Fellowship will 
share a hearty Thanksgiving dinner with all 
the trimmings.  Some of our members will 
also share their unique hobbies and collec-
tions.  Cost is $5, payable at the door; 
please RSVP to the church office (630-355-
1748) by Tuesday, November 11. 

Trustees’ Workday November 15 
Come help Grace Trustees clean up our 
church grounds!  Bring your rakes, gloves, 
brooms, blowers.  We’ll meet in the upper 
parking lot, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Even if 
you can only come for an hour, every bit 
helps, and many hands make little work! 

Boy Scout Lock-in 
If you’re scouting for a Boy Scout troop, 
come toTroop #555’s Lock-in on Saturday, 
November 15, beginning at 2:00 p.m. and 
ending at 8:00 a.m. on November 16 at 
Grace.  Contact Scoutmaster Brady Sterchi 
at 630-357-3581 or Sterchi@sbcglobal.net 
if you’re interested or have questions. 

Barbershop Chorus Dinner Show 
The Barbershop Chorus of DuPage is hold-
ing its annual Dinner Show on Saturday, 
November 15, 7:00 p.m., at St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church in Naperville.  The 
featured quartet is “Vocal Menu,” with Jay 
Bentz.  See Chorus members Tom Jones 

or Gene Skooglund for tickets ($20 per 
person; includes dinner). 

Poinsettias for Sale 
You may purchase red Christmas poinset-
tias on Nov. 16, 23 and 30 in the Activity 
Center.  6.5” green foil pots are $10.   
Shop & Share for WCC 
Shop at Jewel-Osco November 17-19 
and Weekday Children’s Center (WCC), 
sponsored by Grace for over 40 years, will 
receive 5% of the cost of your purchases.  
You may pick up a Shop & Share slip in the 
WCC office on the first floor. 

November Women’s Circles 
Martha-Esther will meet on Tuesday, 
November 18, at 9:15 a.m. in the Fireside 
Room.  Seeds of Grace will share their 
mission and how God is working through 
them to serve others.  Call Leslie Stapleton 
at 630-961-9304 for free childcare and all 
the details...Mary will meet on Tuesday, 
November 18, 9:15 a.m., in the home of 
Betty Sandell.  Sandy Bray will present our 
program on Care Givers.  Please remem-
ber your items for Loaves & Fishes.  Con-
tact Ruby Allen at 630-355-2008 with any 
questions...Sarah will meet on Tuesday, 
November 18, 9:15 a.m., in the home of 
Julie Cunningham.  We will make pillows 
for breast cancer patients...Priscilla will 
meet Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m., 
at Margaret Schmitt’s.  Doug Bonebrake 
will present our program...Ruth will meet 
on Wednesday, November 19, 9: 15 a.m. 
at Wanda Jones’.  Judy Goist will present 
“A Learning Experience: Liberal to Conser-
vative Faiths.”  Please bring a gift for 
Aurora Child Development. 

Advent Wreaths/Children’s Musical 
On Sunday, November 30, Advent 
wreath-making begins at 4:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner and “Light of the World,” 
our Children’s Choir Ministry’s musical, at 
6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.  You do not 
have to make a wreath to attend worship. 

 

GRACE CONCERT SERIES THRU 
END OF 2008  
(See page 1 for more detail): 
“An Octave Above,” Nov. 23, 7:30pm 
“A Baroque Christmas,” Dec. 6, 
7:30pm  
“One of Us,” Dec. 7, 8:15; 9:30; 
11:00am  
“Christmas with Grace,” Dec. 21, 
9:30 and 11:00am  
Christmas Eve, 11:00pm  

 
“Celebrate the Season” (see page 1) 

Grace Book Group 
Meets again on Wednesday, Dec. 3 (note 
change of date!) at 12:45 p.m. in the home 
of Audrey Owensby.  We will discuss 
Prodigal Summer, by Barbara Kingsolver.   
“Hope for the Holidays” Concert 
Benefitting NAMI DuPage (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) is a “Hope for the 
Holidays” concert on Sunday, December 
7, at 6:00 p.m. at Wentz Concert Hall on 
the North Central College campus.  Con-
cert features aunt and niece Suzy Bogguss 
and Rebecca Davis, both world-class per-
forming artists—a rare opportunity to see 
them together!  For ticket reservations, 
call 630-752-0066, ext. 248.  Please note:  
this is not a Grace Concert Series event. 
YOUTH NEWS: 
Youth Fellowship has a new time of 
5:30-7:00 p.m. on Sundays in Room 234.  
We’re exploring “True North” with Howie 
Snyder...which direction are you heading? 
Senior High Retreat January 16-18; 
registration and $75 deposit are past due!  
Retreat and Safe Sanctuary forms online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministries. 
College Retreat January 31-Feb. 1; 
information brochures coming soon. 
Junior High “Believe” Retreat April 
24-26; more to come about this special 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mis-
sion,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org. 
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The deadline for December 
Grace Notes news is:  

Monday, November 24 
 

Grace Notes is published for the members and 
friends of Grace United Methodist Church.  
Submit news to Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; phone at  

630-355-1748, ext. 240; or drop off news in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb 

 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  www.peopleofgrace.org 

Round Out Your Life! 
 

Join our circle of worship every 
Saturday evening, 5:30 p.m., in 
the Activity Center.  Informal, 
intimate worship style, weekly 
communion, family time, and 

original music from 
singer/songwriter  
Vickie Wagner.   
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Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll fea-
ture a photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family mem-
ber’s, etc.) or animal shot taken by you or someone 
you know (no internet downloads or otherwise 
“anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the 
church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals 
will be returned to the owner).  Please include your 
name, the animal’s name, and any other information 
you’d like us to know about the animal or photo. 

 
This is Monty 
(short for Mont-
gomery), owned 
by Sharon and Jim 
Ferguson and fam-
ily.  He was 
named for Mont-
gomery, AL, 
where Jim found 
him as a kitten. 
Even though he 
looks healthy and 
well-fed, Monty 
has recently lost 
some weight and 

is much happier and more comfortable for it.  This 
editor wishes she could say the same! 

F inishing up 
the year for 

Grace’s Fellow-
ship of Christian 
Men (FCM) was 
a men’s event 
on October 24 
that FCM liaison 
Pastor Don Nis-
wonger de-
scribed as 
“fabulous,” the 
“spiritual peak” 
of the year.  
Featuring guest 
speaker Rev. 
Timothy Casey 
of Good Shep-
herd UMC in 

Bartlett, IL, the evening focused upon Rev. 

Leslie Weatherhead’s book The Will of 
God.  This classic book, written in 1944, 
was the centerpiece of the 2008 year for 
Fellowship of Christian Men.  Casey, a 
paraplegic as the result of an auto accident 
10 years ago, discussed the perennially 
puzzling question of “what is God’s will?” 
in a way that, according to Eric Jungnickel, 
was candid and genuine.  “Rev. Casey was 
very personal in speaking about his own 
tragedy.  He was not preachy; rather, he 
drew on events from his own life,” said 
Eric.   
 

In an evening that coincided with 35 teen-
agers playing video games in Room 234, 56 
men from Grace, Community and Wesley 
United Methodist Churches (co-sponsors 
of the event) ate a catered dinner from El 
Burrito Loco in Fellowship Hall and partici-

pated in break-out discussion groups fol-
lowing Rev. Casey’s inspiring presentation. 
 

Said Tom Blair, who served as a break-out  
leader for the evening, “Rev. Tim was 
emotionally stirring and fascinating at the 
same time.  He talked about his experi-
ence candidly and shared his faith journey 
in terms we could all relate to.”  Added 
Tom, “Our break-out session was a lively 
discussion, with men from five different 
churches actively participating.  It was a 
great night of fellowship and sharing!” 
 

Many thanks to Fellowship of Christian 
Men, the Grace Evangelism Committee, 
the men’s ministries of Community and 
Wesley United Methodist Churches, our 
break-out leaders, and to Susan Patton, 
Kim Scharafin, Stephanie Flatt and Alice 
Silke for helping to serve dinner.   

Oct. 24 Men’s Event “Peak of Spirituality” for FCM Year 

Rev. Timothy Casey speaks 
to men about The Will of 
God October 24. 

By Angela Sterchi 
 

On Saturday, October 25, seven ringers from Grace Church traveled 
to Schaumburg to participate in a handbell workshop sponsored by 
the Illinois chapter of the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 
(AGEHR).  Those participating were Ben Ameiss, Dave Ameiss, Nick 
Ameiss, Darrel Riedinger, Michelle Riedinger, Angela Sterchi and Ra-
chel Sterchi, members of the adult and youth bell choirs at Grace. 
 

The day began with a massed ring session with 150 ringers.  After an 
hour of sight reading, we attended classes on topics such as ensemble 
ringing, shelley ringing, four-in-hand, and weaving.  There were 22 
different classes offered, and each ringer could attend four.  Each 
class included a ringing exercise to practice our newly learned skills.  
Lunch was provided and a handbell “store” was set up so that partici-

pants could purchase 
gloves, music, books, gifts, 
and other related items. 
 

The day concluded with a 
mini-concert by the host 
clinicians, the Agape Ring-
ers.  Our youth were 
most impressed with the 
members of this premier 
handbell ensemble who 
had volunteered their time 
to teach at this event.  
Our thanks to the host 
church, Prince of Peace 
Lutheran, for sponsoring 
this workshop and to 

Grace’s Music Ministry for helping to fund our registration fees. 

Grace Ringers Learn New Skills in Schaumburg 
Handbell Workshop 

Rachel Sterchi (left) and Michelle Riedinger 
learn the shelley technique at the October 25 
AGEHR handbell workshop in Schaumburg.  

Still Haven’t Picked Up Your Directory? 
Your 2008-2010 pictorial directory is  
waiting for you in the church office! 
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G race’s commitment to social 
justice, freedom, peace and 

alleviation of human suffering 
goes back more than 25 years, 
when the Commission on Relig-
ion and Race (CORR), a 40-
year-old ministry of racial rec-
onciliation, was established at 
Grace.  CORR provides relief 
and outreach to local, national, 
and international individuals, 
families, and organizations and 
establishes connections with 
racial, ethnic and cultural mi-
nority groups for mutual bene-
fit.  Some of our founding mem-
bers are still active on the com-
mission and at other levels of 
the Religion and Race family 
around the country.  In 2006, 
Grace recognized Harriett 
McCabe for her 25 years of 
participation in the global 
CORR and Bob Elazan for his 
25 years of local CORR efforts.    
 

Here at Grace, CORR awards 
$12,000 in scholarship money 
to help support ethnic students 
attending North Central Col-
lege.  The commission works 

with Chaplin Lynn Pries to iden-
tify these students and bring 
them to Grace to share with us 
their hopes and dreams upon 
graduation.  Currently, CORR 
supports three African Ameri-
can students.   
 

Along with other Grace minis-
try teams, Religion and Race 
also supports AIDS Awareness 
Sunday.  On November 30 of 
this year, we will be sharing 
AIDS Awareness information 
with our congregation.  At 
Christmas time, CORR will 
offer the congregation an op-
portunity to share with families 
of Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Joliet, specifically 
Hispanic families in financial 
need.  Beginning November 30, 
there will be a Christmas tree 
with ornaments listing the 
names of children for whom we 
can buy clothing and toys.  On 
December 13, CORR and inter-
ested Grace families will deliver 
these gifts to Trinity UMC and 
join with these families in a time 
of  fellowship.   
 

Another organization that 
CORR supports is Exodus 
World Service (EWS), a non-

denominational non-profit that 
works to bring refugees from 
oppressive foreign regimes into 
the western suburbs, providing 
them with the necessary food 
and household items to get 
started in their new homes.  
EWS offers English as a Second 
Language tutoring to legal immi-
grants who’ve been in the U.S. 
for five years; currently, one of 
our commissions is working 
with a Christian family from 
Liberia and a moderate Muslim 
family from Iraq who, along 
with Christians, was persecuted 
by Iraqi extremists.   
 

Last year, CORR joined Seeds 
of Grace to share a delicious 
African meal and some wonder-
ful African songs and stories 
with our congregation.  Pro-
ceeds from this event benefited 
the Maua Methodist Hospital in 
Kenya supported by Grace and 
the UMCOR effort to provide 
safe drinking water to the peo-
ple of Darfur.  On March 15, 
we will have another dinner, 
immediately preceding the con-
cert by “Thula Sizwe,” the 
South African men’s ensemble 
featured in our Grace Concert 

Series this year.  Please be sure 
to mark your calendars!   
 

CORR continues to work with 
Congregation Beth Shalom in 
Naperville, providing opportuni-
ties for our congregation to 
meet and interact with theirs in 
order to facilitate greater un-
derstanding between the two 
faiths.  Last year, Rabbi Bernie 
Neuman celebrated Passover 
with us in a Seder Meal in Fel-
lowship Hall.  In the same way, 
CORR has also worked with 
several Muslim congregations, 
beginning shortly after 9/11.  As 
tensions continue in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, we are 
looking for ways to reinitiate 
this contact and re-open the 
pathways of tolerance and un-
derstanding between Muslims 
and Christians. 
 

On “HOT Sunday” (How Out-
reach Transforms) early next 
year, members of Grace will 
have an opportunity to learn 
more about CORR as well as all 
of the outreach missions of 
Grace.  Please consider giving 
your time and effort to some of 
the many ways in which we can 
make a difference in our world.  

COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE    By Ralph Keiser 

T he space was intimate, our church 
sanctuary.  Much of the audience was 

familiar, our church family members.  But 
seated in the chancel area were musicians 
of a caliber found only in the finest sym-
phony orchestras.  In fact, the guest cellist 
was formerly with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra.  They played Brahms, Vivaldi 
and Telemann, and in a venue seating a 
maximum of 380 people, it was sheer de-
light to watch these world-class perform-
ers “up close and personal,” their faces full 
of expression and passion for the magnifi-
cent music they offered. 
 

This was the debut concert of the Grace 
Concert Series on October 18, featuring 
the Advent Chamber Orchestra, one of 
the Midwest’s finest young ensembles, who 
will perform three more concerts at Grace 
this season.   
 

“My wife and I attended this concert.  In a 
word, it was awesome!” said Ralph Keiser.  

“I was moved by the emotion the musi-
cians put into their music and by their flaw-
less precision.  To have the opportunity to 
attend such a high quality concert with the 
convenience of a Naperville location with-
out the hassle of driving to Chicago, paying 
for parking and a much higher ticket price 
makes the concert series a very wise alter-
native.”  Said Letty Peters, “Not only were 
we captivated by the music of the Advent 
Chamber Orchestra, but we are impressed 
by the diverse and affordable offerings in 
the Grace Concert Series.  What a won-
derful opportunity to hear beautiful music 
in our own community and to invite friends 
and family to Grace Church!”   
 

While protocol says that one should not 
applaud between movements in a sym-
phonic concert, the audience could barely 
contain its enthusiasm for the young en-
semble.  Noted Ralph, “The standing ova-
tion at the close of the concert said it all.  

This 
was 
truly a 
won-
derful 
con-
cert, a 
magical 
eve-
ning.”   
 

See the 
Advent 
Cham-
ber 
Orchestra in concert again at Grace on 
December 6, January 17 and April 25, as 
well as “best of” performing artists from a 
variety of musical genres this season in the 
Grace Concert Series.  For ticket and con-
cert information, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts. 
 

Debut Concert Brings World-Class Music to Home Church Venue      By Barb Ceruti 

Members of the Advent Chamber 
Orchestra perform in the Grace 
Concert Series’ debut concert on 
October 18. 
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November is a very wonderful 
month, as we open with All 
Saint's Worship and Remem-
brance and close with Thanks-
giving and the First Sunday of 
Advent.  We begin by celebrat-
ing the lives of our loved ones 
now living free with God and all 
our saints gone before and shed 
tears of mourning and joy to-
gether....and we close the 
month giving thanks for all that 
God has provided for us and 
our world and look forward to 
receiving and then sharing the 
even more amazing gift God 
gives us when He comes to be 
One of and with us, in Jesus 
Christ.  Truly, our whole lives, 
now and forever, are hidden in 
God—thanks be to God for this 
blessing! 
 

Pastor Bob has been reminding 
us of how to live our faith, to 
trust in God, and place our val-

ues, our daily decisions and our 
future in God's hands.  How do 
we live our commitment to 
God, family and neighbor and 
pass on the blessings God has 
given to us?  Our Stewardship 
Campaign this fall offers you an 
opportunity to give to God, 
Christ and neighbor, and to 
support the church's efforts to 
help us grow in faith and service 
together.  Our Lay Leadership 
team is calling folks now to offer 
you opportunities to help Grace 
plan for ministry in 2009.  What 
ministry teams interest you? 
Where are you gifted to pass on 
God's blessings?  Would you 
like to help us "go green" in 
2009?  Would you like to visit 
some of our home-bound folks?  
How about helping us plan 
more awesome family events 
like the "Awesome Autumn 
Celebration"? 

Pastor Carol Madalin, Margaret 
Harrison and I traveled this last 
week to New Mexico for a 
Christian Educators' and Pas-
tors' event, themed "Blessed to 
Be a Blessing."  What a wonder-
ful event, giving us opportunity 
to reflect on Native American 
traditions of blessing, our bibli-
cal stories of migration and im-
migration, and the Biblical cove-
nant of blessing.  We shared 
about the need today for our 
children and all of us to begin to 
name, claim and pass on God's 
blessings in our lives, to help 
our communities to know and 
share God's love and blessing.  
We learned some of our com-
mon heritage of blessing and 
teaching the faith with an Inter-
faith panel.  We heard of the 
need for our communities to 
help raise global awareness to 
address the issue of global 

warming, of its 
cost to the 
poor already 
and to all of us 
soon if we 
cannot reduce 
our global carbon footprint.  
(check out www.350.org)  We 
prayed for one another, sang 
together, shared meals to-
gether, and learned about spe-
cific ministries we can enhance 
or grow at our churches. 
We met some wonderful Chris-
tian educators and pastors, and 
we came back refreshed and 
renewed in Spirit and purpose, 
to pass on the blessings!  We 
hope to send more people to 
event like this in the future! 
 
 

Blessings to all of you! 
 
 
 

Linking Up to Grace         by Pastor Lisa Telomen 

H e has received 
virtually every 

service and community 
award a person could.  A 
Naperville entrepreneur 
who established Gregory 
Electric in 1954, Larry 
Gregory has been named 
one of Naperville’s 25 
Most Influential People.  
He was inducted into the 
North Central College 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
(NCC’s Gregory Arena is 
named for him), received 
NCC’s Outstanding 
Alumni Award, and 
awarded the College’s 
Gael D. Swing Award for 
Meritorious Service.  He 
has been president of the 
Naperville Area Chamber 
of Commerce, a member 
of Naperville’s Zoning 
Board and Planning Com-
mission, a trustee at Ed-
ward Hospital, North 
Central College, Heritage 
YMCA, Grace United 
Methodist Church, and 
the list goes on.  With his 

bare hands, keen con-
struction savvy, and 
generous financial 
contributions, he 
helped build the Na-
perville Riverwalk, 
Safety Town, North 
Central College’s 
athletics facilities  
and, in huge part, 
Grace Church.  Suf-
fering a stroke in 
2002, Larry can no 
longer do the hands-on, 
brick-by-brick work that 
is seen and felt in count-
less areas of our church 
and city, nor the high-
speed water skiing he 
loved and taught others, 
but his wide-spread influ-
ence and “can-do” spirit 
will not soon fade.   
 

“Larry Gregory is a won-
derful man,” said North 
Central College Vice 
President for Institutional 
Advancement Rick 
Spencer.  “He always had 
a sparkle in his eye when 
we were doing a project, 

and he always had fun 
and made sure others did 
too!”  Said Grace Church 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Paul Grysh, who credits 
Larry with much of what 
he’s learned about our 
church and its opera-
tions, “I found out that 
Larry would do hand-
stands on top of silos, 
and he has the pictures 
to prove it!” Added Pas-
tor Bob Atkins, “All over 
this building are solutions 
to problems from Larry 
Gregory.”  Rita Harvard, 
50+-year Grace member 

who went to high 
school with Larry, 
worked with him on 
the building of our 
current church site.  
“Larry was a one-man 
power house!” said 
Rita of the man who 
convinced the Grace 
Church Board that the 
Gartner property was 
a prime piece of land 
and took an entire 

summer off to begin 
building the church.  Said 
Rita, “Larry worked on 
all the electrical systems 
of the church as well all 
other aspects of the 
building, inside and out.”  
She recounts that Larry 
was particularly helpful in 
her area of responsibility 
back then—designing the 
kitchen.  “He liked what 
we had planned, except 
for one flaw that he spot-
ted immediately, which 
was the placement of 
certain equipment that 
would create noise that-

could be heard in Fellow-
ship Hall.”  Therefore, 
the location of the equip-
ment was moved to an-
other wall.  “Larry was a 
brilliant man,” said Rita. 
 

When Larry was given 
the Harvest Home 
Award on October 8 for 
outstanding Christian 
service, he was “in the 
moment so much; he 
really appreciated it,” said 
his wife, Charmaine  
 
 

Harvest Home Honors Grace Member and Naperville Mainstay Larry Gregory  By Barb Ceruti 

Gary Silke (standing) shakes the 
hand of Larry Gregory at Harvest 
Home on October 8. Larry Gregory (in hard hat) 

secures a bell at North 
Central College (cir. 1997) 

Continued on next page... 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
 

Marian and Bob Cosgrove, parents of Terry Cosgrove 
Robert Dubson, husband of Phyllis Dubson and father of Diane 
Hoffman 
Douglas E. Johnson, retired clergy member of the Northern 
Illinois Conference 
Ted Sawa, father of John Sawa 
 

Baptisms 
 

Hudson Paul, son of John and Meredith Cook, was baptized on 
October 12 
Paul Arthur III, son of Paul Arthur Grysh, Jr. and Melissa 
Leighann Mosbeck Hunt and grandson of Paul, Sr. and Lorie 
Grysh, was baptized on October 12 
Ella Grace, daughter of Matthew and Lindsay Slusher, was bap-
tized on October 12 
Lily Lindsay, daughter of David and Jennifer Martin, was bap-
tized on October 19 

Celebrations 
 

Sophia Elizabeth, daughter of J.B. and Liz Joo, was born on 
October 17 
Brittany Wide and Richard Amos were married on Octo-
ber 18 
Colin Riley, son of Pam Riley, finished 2nd in the Top Five State 
Teams across the nation in the “Best of the U.S.” triathlon in 
Tempe, Arizona, on October 26.  Colin placed 9th among the 
nation’s Top 10 Men, with a time of 2:06:25 

 

Letters of Thanks  
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Larry and I would like to thank you for the honor you bestowed on 
Larry at Harvest Home.  It meant so much to Larry.  He remembers 
the evening, seeing so many old friends (the “Gracemates”).  For Larry 
to remember is an accomplishment in itself.  So I know it meant a lot 
to him.  When I turn the “Sanctuary” light on he smiles and says 
“Wow,” then stares at it.  Thank you for making his day.  And for 
many days ahead, he will be enjoying it. 
 

God bless you all, 
 

  —Charmaine and Larry Gregory 
  

Dear Family at Grace, 
 

Thank you all so very much for the prayers, cards, encouraging words, 
and offers to help during my recent surgery for removal of a benign 
brain tumor.  And, in particular, a special thanks to Pastors Bill and 
Don for the hospital visits, the Questors, the friends of Fay in Sarah 
Circle, and to the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  It meant a great deal to me 
during this time of need and really helped getting me through the 
rough spots.  It’s a real blessing to be part of such a genuinely caring 
community. 
 

  —Ray Seidlitz 
 

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with our  
family of Grace, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 
240, or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org.  You may also drop off letters 
or news to the church office, ATTN: Barb. 

 

New ChristCare Group Gives Better 
Than “College Try” 
By Christine Freeman 
 

Early this year, my husband, Josh, and I started a ChristCare 
small group for college-aged students and younger adults up to 
age 25.  I had just gone through ChristCare small group leader-
ship training and was trying to determine what sort of small 
group might be needed at Grace.  Josh and I have been helping 
with the youth group for about seven years, as youth is a minis-
try that is near and dear to our hearts.  After talking with some 
people at church about small group ideas, it was pointed out to 
me that Grace did not have any kind of program geared toward 
college-aged people (late teens and early 20s).  We know this to 
be a critical time in a young person’s faith journey, with so many 
outside influences, and we wanted to give these young people a 
place to gather for Christian fellowship, support and accountabil-
ity.  We decided to start a college small group in our home and 
have been meeting regularly on Tuesday evenings for a time of 
reflection, study, prayer, worship, sharing, and lots of laughs in a 
very casual setting.  Early on, we had a core group of about six 
people; during the summer, we had up to 14 with college stu-
dents who were home from school.  This fall, we have renewed 
our commitment to this group and are taking a closer look at 
how we can better serve them.  We would like to invite all col-
lege-aged youth and those in their early 20s to join us at our Fall 
Kick-off meeting on Tuesday, November 4, at our home (1527 
Selby Road in Naperville).  We’ll meet at 6:30 p.m. for dinner 
until 8:30 p.m.  We’re also taking a College Retreat to Shal-
lowbrook Farm in Bradford, IL, on January 31-February 1, when 
we’ll get to know one another and Christ even better! Contact 
Christine and Josh at 630-416-6810 or cfreeman@wowway.com with 
questions or for further information.  We want to hear from you! 
 

Congratulations... 
...to Barbara Hoch (right of Pas-
tor Lisa), who was the lucky re-
cipient of the Grace Quilters’ 
“Dashing for Tulips” queen-sized 
quilt at Mistletoe Marketplace on 
Nov. 1, and to Marlene Atkins, 
Sandy Bray and Emily Damron, 
who received other quilted items. 

         UMW Mission Minutes 
Many thanks to all who contributed change and 
checks toward NIC United Methodist 

Women’s challenge to raise $122,000 this year for 
missions.  Grace contributed $641.60, or 17.4 min-
utes of support (at $36.80 per minute).   

Larry Gregory continued… 
(Char), who will soon be celebrating their 50th year as members 
of Grace.   
 

According to Char, Larry was never much for the glory of 
awards, but rather the work.  “He loved every minute of build-
ing this church; when he could get dirty and not have to send a 
bill, that’s when he was happiest.”   
(See Char and Larry’s letter of thanks on this page.) 


