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Serving Opportunities Help Us “Grow Where We’re Planted”  
 

From Rev. Cindy Marino 

D uring Lent, our focus was on “Good Enough,”  
a theme that encouraged us to embrace the  

imperfections of life and faith. We were challenged to 
stop climbing the ladder of worldly “success” and start 
fertilizing, watering and blooming right where we find 
ourselves. “Grow where you’re planted” was the mes-
sage we imparted in Sunday sermons, in our Lenten 
booklet of daily devotions, family church activities, and 
our Holy Week worship services. 
 

This Easter season, we continue to convey that all we 
can offer in service to God, the church and one another 
is more than “good enough.” It is perfect, as God 
blessed each of us with our own unique gifts in the col-
lective body of Christ.  
 

This month, we will begin to highlight the ample serv-
ing opportunities in the many ministries of Grace that 
fit our individual time and talents. These opportunities 
will allow us all to grow exactly where we’re planted 
and, in turn, fulfill our mission to Gather, Grow, Go.  

To begin as-
sessing where 
we can best 
be of service, 
members will 
receive a spir-
itual gifts and 
interest sur-
vey via email. 
Beginning 
Sunday, May 
8, there will 
be an area in 
the Gathering 
Space for us 
to learn about and sign up for our various opportuni-
ties. Keep an eye out for the many ways in which you 
can bloom and grow by volunteering your time and 
special gifts! 

Many thanks to all who have com-
mitted to our “Raise the Roof” effort 
to finance much needed capital pro-
jects for our beloved church. Work 
on the flat part of the roof has al-
ready begun! 
 

We are still in great need of addi-
tional commitments to support oth-
er capital projects. If you pledge 
now for 2022 and 2023, the Grace 
Church Foundation will add 50 
percent to new commitments for 
2022 and 2023 up to a total Founda-
tion gift of $75,000! 
 

There are several ways to donate to 
this important initiative. You may 
choose to: 
 

• Send donations to the church 
office marked “Raise the Roof,” 
or place in the colorful “Raise 
the Roof” box in the Gathering 
Space (Grace incurs no fees for 

depositing 
checks.) 

• Directly trans-
fer from your 
checking ac-
count (no fee). 
Call Keia Carter 
in the church 
office at 630-
355-1748, ext. 
3222, to set this 
up.  

• Donate stock/bonds or IRA 
charitable distributions, which 
may offer tax advantages. Con-
tact Financial Secretary Bob Al-
lison at 630-710-7415 to make 
arrangements.  

• Use peopleofgrace.org/give to 
make regular online contribu-
tions, such as weekly or month-
ly, via PushPay. Note: PushPay 
contributions are discouraged, 
as they incur commissions fees 

for Grace. Via PushPay: 
- From your bank account 
(Grace pays 1% fee) 
- On your credit card (Grace 
pays 3% fee) 
- Choose the “Raise the Roof” 
option on the dropdown menu. 
 

 

THANK YOU!  
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS  

ARE MUCH NEEDED  
AND APPRECIATED! 

Our Continued Support Needed to “Raise the Roof” 
Pledge for 2022 and 2023 - Grace Foundation Will Add 50% to New Commitments! 

https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/RaisetheRoof4.22.pdf
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/RaisetheRoof4.22.pdf
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The crosses that youngsters at Grace have 
been receiving upon confirmation for the past 
six decades are made not only from wood, but 
from generations of family ties to Grace 
Church. 
  

Following a tradition begun in the 1960s by his father, 
Merrill Gates, Terry Gates took over crafting the cross-
es in the early 1990s. Now Terry’s grandson, Nick (a 
professional wood craftsman with his own company, 
Heirwood Customs), will take over the storied helm.  
The name of Nick’s company is an homage to genera-
tions of Gates woodworkers. In addition to his father 
and grandfather’s avid hobby, Nick’s maternal great-
grandfather was a professional woodworker.  
 

Acknowledging that Nick may change the material and 
design of the confirmation crosses he crafts, Terry said 
that, to date, they have all been made from the rich 
walnut wood of local trees collected by his father, aged 
and air-dried since the 1970s.  
 

“I feel great that this tradition is being kept alive. I 
have such a warm spot for Grace,” said Terry, a retired 
college professor of instrumental music who grew up 
in Grace Church and is now residing with his wife, 
Mary, in the St. Louis area after years of teaching in 
New York and other states across the country.  
 

“I caught the woodworking bug from my dad and 
learned the skills from him,” Terry added, noting that 
woodworking was a needed diversion for Merrill, who 
was superintendent of schools for DuPage County for 
20 years. In addition to countless confirmation crosses, 
Merrill also crafted several other items for Grace, in-
cluding an engraved church sign outside our then 
newly built building.  

The Grace grain runs deep: Terry’s mother, Beatrice 
Givler Gates, was Grace’s organist for 26 years. She and 
Merrill are recognized on a plaque in the sanctuary for 
their lifelong service.   
 

Said Grace Youth Director Gaye Lynn Loufek, “It has 
been my distinct privilege, joy and great blessing to 
work with Terry for the past 20 years. We have become 
more than acquaintances; we have become friends. 
Thank you, Terry, for your dedicated service. You and 
your craftsmanship will be missed, but we look for-
ward to carrying on the tradition with your grandson!” 
 

Indeed, when we celebrate our current confirmands on 
May 1, let’s keep in mind the Gates’ legacy of service 
honed in love for God and the people of Grace.  
 
 

Terry Gates (center) with his son, Jim (left), and grand-

son, Nick.  

Confirmation Crosses Honed in Generations of Love 

 

From Chamus Burnside-Savazzini 

It’s time for a VBS Food Truck Party, and you 
won’t want to miss this! Vacation Bible School is 
back in person this summer, July 11-15, from 
9:00-11:45am every day at Grace! It will take a 
mighty faith-filled team to pull this off, so we 
invite all available adults to register here to vol-
unteer. Registration for child participants will 
open May 9. Please come and be part of sharing 
God’s holy Word! We’ll be cooking up heaps of 
fun!  

https://heirwood.com/
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/321/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/321/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/321/responses/new
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ALL WOMEN INVITED TO UMW MEETING! ZOOM CODE HERE 

Holy Smokes Is Back...Just Like the One We Used to Know!  
Order a 1/2 Chicken or 2 Pork Chop meal OR a Combo 1 pork chop + 1/4 chicken for $15.  

A kid’s hot dog meal is $5. All meals include apple sauce, baked beans, coleslaw, roll and butter.  
Advance orders are preferred; order and purchase online HERE. Those not ordering online may call  

Gaye Lynn Loufek at 630-355-1748, ext. 3234, or email her at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  
Please note: the lower Grace parking lot will be closed in the morning to accommodate this event. 

 

Visit our 

Grace  

Facebook 

page and 

share the 

Holy 

Smokes 

event on 

your own 

personal 

page! 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/umw-may-meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81604857528?pwd=VFFORDVOSENSTW84REhVb2FSbVRNQT09
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzFdqTjKdth7U1GR8zmDoAT5F16IP0d3hIZOavEZ_Roj_gSw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzFdqTjKdth7U1GR8zmDoAT5F16IP0d3hIZOavEZ_Roj_gSw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.facebook.com/gracenaperville
https://www.facebook.com/gracenaperville
https://www.facebook.com/gracenaperville
https://www.facebook.com/gracenaperville


5  

Registration for Youth Summer Missions and Important Dates 
Registration is now open for Side x Side and Hope@Home 2022. This year, both Side x Side and Hope@Home 
will be June 15-18, serving in northern Illinois. All youth who have completed 6th-12th grades, college students 
and adults are welcome to participate. The firm deadline for registration is Saturday, May 7; register at  
peopleofgrace.org/YSM2022. For more information, contact Gaye Lynn at gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.  

Upcoming Meetings 

May 1   7:00 p.m.  SxS & H@H in the Sanctuary 
May 15  7:00 p.m.  SxS & H@H on ZOOM (contact Gaye Lynn for Zoom links)  
June 5  6:30/Adults/7:15 ALL in the Sanctuary 

Senior Celebration May 15th!  
All high school graduating seniors are invited to join us at our 10:30am worship May 15 as we 

celebrate YOUR accomplishment! If your district has issued caps and gowns by May 15,  
pleases feel free to wear them, along with any cords or other awards.  

Please watch your email for further information. RSVP to gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org 
no later than May 8 and direct any questions to Gaye Lynn.  

https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/YSMRegistration2022.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/YSMRegistration2022.pdf
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
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Lord, 
thank You 
for Your 
protection 

and love. Your children 
are excited to learn 
more about You. Show 
us the way. Amen. 

Over 100 Youngsters Attend Inaugural Easter Egg Hunt 
From Gaye Lynn Loufek 

Chilly temperatures did not 
deter more than 100 children 
from storming the field in 
hot pursuit of the perfect egg 
at Youth Summer Missions’ 
inaugural Easter Egg Hunt 
on April 16. On a morning of 
springtime fun, children 
aged 1-8 and their families 
hunted for eggs, bid on 
beautiful silent auction bas-
kets, purchased outdoor 
games, won prizes, and had 
their photos taken with a very special visitor. From youngest to oldest, fun was 
had by all! Thank you to all who donated candy, plastic eggs, trinkets, volunteered 

your time, donated a basket, made signs, or invited a friend to come. Your kindness and generosity benefits 
Youth Summer Missions and Ukraine through UMCOR.   

Suds on Sunday June 5 
Drive a dirty car to Grace on Sunday, 
June 5, and drive home in a clean one 
(your own!). Youth Summer Missions 
will hold its annual car wash fundraiser 
in the lower parking lot during all wor-
ship services. All dirty cars, minivans, 
SUVs, and pickup trucks are welcome! 
The lower lot will be closed that morn-
ing, but there will be parking for handi-
cap-accessible vehicles and those who 
need to use the elevator.  

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/touch-a-truck-2022
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Read more about Aunt Mary’s Storybook Project  
and Grace Community Builders at peopleofgrace.org/blog.  

Check Out These New Selections from the Grace Library 
From the Grace Library  
Committee 
 

Check out some great new non-
fiction titles available from the 
Grace Library! These selections can 
be found on the bookshelf in the  
Gathering Space under the TV mon-
itor.  Please fill out the card in the 
pocket at the back of the book 
(name, phone number, and/or 
email, date) and leave the card in 
the box on the bookshelf. Please 
return to Room 223 within two 
weeks. Thank you! 
 

We Will Not Be Silenced:   
Responding Courageously to Our 
Culture’s Assault on Christianity 

By Erwin Lutzer  
Amidst growing 
dissent against 
Christianity, how 
can you not only be 
rooted in your faith 
but also feel com-
fortable publicly 
testifying for Jesus? 
 

I’ve Seen the End 
of You:  A Neuro-
surgeon’s Look 
at Faith, Doubt 
and the Things 
We Think We 
Know By W. Lee 
Warren, J.D.  
This gripping in-
spirational mem-
oir grapples with the tension be-
tween faith and science—and be-
tween death and hope—as a sea-
soned neurosurgeon faces insur-
mountable odds and grief both in 
the office and at home. WINNER 
OF THE ECPA CHRISTIAN BOOK 
AWARD®  
 

Don’t Drop the Mic:  The Power 
of Your Words Can Change the 
World  By T.D. Jakes 
Bishop Jakes speaks to listeners 
about communication and how the 
ways we speak and interact with 
others can be part of our everyday 
ministries.  

Jakes helps listeners understand:  
• Why the way we speak and the 

words we use matter 
• How speaking well, no matter 

your topic or audience, im-
proves your chances of getting 
the result you want 

• How to craft your message, 
whether it's a simple email or a 
speech under the spotlights, to 
connect with listeners  

• Why good communication is 
important for building connec-
tion and community  

• How sharing God's Word pro-
duces abundant fruit  

 

Drawing lessons from Scripture and 
his own life, Jakes gives career ad-
vice for those who have or want to 
grow into a speaking career, but he 
also provides clear direction and 
insight for everyone who gives 
presentations, writes emails, or 
talks to other people in their job or 
home life. 
 

Comments provided by Amazon.com. 

Our May pantry collection will benefit the Common Food Pantry in 
Chicago. Common Pantry serves an average of 602 households per 
month this year. Their homeless clients are offered ready-to-eat foods 
and prepared foods that don‘t require cooking. They also offer a varie-
ty of social services and a free cooked lunch on Wednesdays.  In lieu of 
donating bags of groceries, please donate to Grace’s Love Loaf via 
PushPay or directly to commonpantry.org.  Each $1 donated provides 
four meals. Thank you! 

MAY FOOD PANTRY 
RECIPIENT 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/help-support-aunt-mary-s-storybook-fundraiser-may-1
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/now-is-the-perfect-time-to-join-grace-community-builders
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.commonpantry.org/
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Share with Grace the Power of Breakthrough Prayer 

For weeks, the people of Grace have 
been praying this “Breakthrough  
Prayer” in worship and on their own: 
 

Almighty God,  
The People of Grace long to fulfill  
Your purpose for us. 
Holy Spirit, show us the way, 
in Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

On the wall outside the Sanctuary  
under the banner pictured here, there is 
room for the people of Grace to share how "The Power of Breakthrough Prayer" is working in 
their lives. Children, youth and adults are invited to write or draw a picture of how break-
through prayer has influenced or inspired them. Use the paper and writing utensils provided 
in the Gathering Space, and place your responses in the round basket. We will make sure 
they are added to our Breakthrough Prayer wall. You may wish to include your name or re-
spond anonymously, whichever you choose. You may also email Barb Ceruti at 
barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org with your contributions or with any questions you may have. 
Thank you for sharing!  

Come What MAY! Join Us for Five Very Special Sundays This Month! 

Sunday, May 1 - Confirmation Sunday, 10:30am - Come celebrate our wonderful confirmands! 
 

Sunday, May 8 - Mother’s Day, 10:30am - In lieu of our traditional Mother’s Day children’s musical, 
we will have a special musical offering inviting the mothers of our young choristers to join the Chancel 
Choir women for a beautiful Mother’s Day anthem. The Chancel Choir women will also present a 
haunting Ukrainian folk song, and the Children’s Bell Ensemble will ring, too! All women in attend-
ance will receive a special gift today. 
 

Sunday, May 15 - Music Ministry and Senior Celebration, 10:30am - Today, we celebrate Dr. Peter 
Jarjisian’s first year as our Chancel Choir Director with a variety of music from the Chancel Choir, in-
cluding a guest violinist. Our Youth Choir will also participate for the first time under the direction of 
Shelly Drescher, as well as the Youth Bell Ensemble under the fine direction of Cheryl Ameiss, as we 
honor our graduating high school seniors.  
 

Sunday, May 22, 8:00am - Today, we celebrate the music worship leadership of our New Life Singers,  
under the direction of Sherrie Holdeman.  
 

Sunday, May 29 - Memorial Day Sunday - Today, we honor those in our Grace family who serve/
have served in the armed forces, particularly those who made the ultimate sacrifice. We also appreci-
ate those in our Grace family whose generous memorial gifts have enabled growth in Grace in so many 
ways.  

mailto:barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org

