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Being Honest

We are now several weeks into Illinois’ Stay at Home Order. It may be that this whole ‘Stay at Home’ thing is beginning 
to wear on you a bit. It seems like everything we love is canceled. But please hear this, church is not canceled. It just looks 
different! With that in mind, I thought I would attempt to compile some of the ways Grace IS being the church!
 •  We haven’t stopped praying for you. Please click here to update us on any prayer requests.
 •  If you need assistance with groceries, a job search, or emotional support, click here to  let us know. We can try to   
 connect you with volunteers from our congregation with special skills to help.
 •  We’ll keep updating our website, so click here for the latest news about ways to help.

What we won’t do:
 •  Meet in-person. All of our in-person events, groups, and other gatherings are on pause as we practice loving our  
 neighbor through staying at home as much as possible. 
 •  Panic. God’s got this! As hard as it is to relax right now, we can choose to use this time to evaluate priorities and   
 consider how to adapt to new ways. Stay calm, stay connected, stay the course!
 •  Waste this season. All of us have a huge opportunity to connect with people online and serve our community   
 right now. And even "non-techies" can make phone calls.  Check on those folks God brings to mind! This is an   
 opportunity to spend more time learning about and caring for one another!

What we will do:
 •  Stay connected. Isolation isn’t good for anyone and we’re making sure that having to be physically distanced   
 doesn’t mean we’re completely disconnected. Check out our online service details,  virtual group meeting    
 information and updates and studies from the pastors. 
 •  Love our people.
  o  Our Stephen Ministers are busy making calls to every active member of Grace UMC, as are the pastors.   
      Because we don’t see one another regularly, we won’t know you have a need unless you tell us. Please   
                       reach out! Call the Church Office or use the links listed above.
  o  Our Grace Home Visitors regularly check on our 31 homebound persons. 
  o  Our youth and children’s staff are busy developing creative ways to keep our children and youth    
                   connected and encouraged. Click here for Children's Ministry and click here for Youth Ministry for   
      resources and updates.
 •  Love our neighbors. There are needs inside and outside of our church that we can meet if we work together.   
 We know that our members are participating by providing meals for medical workers, making masks, donating   
 to our food ministries. Our creative staff is currently working to provide church-wide opportunities to encourage   
 and uplift our community. Click here for ways to Reach Out.

Many are beginning to ask, “What will it look like when we can reopen the building?” 
The “Opening Up America” Guidelines include churches as organizations approved to open in the first phase of re-entry. 
Re-opening Grace will happen in stages. When guided that it is safe to do so, we will be able to allow small groups to meet 
once again, with strict guidelines as to room usage and safe practices. Large group gatherings are further down the road, so 
we will plan for online worship for the foreseeable future. Click here for the guidelines. 

Our Church Council met on Tuesday, April 28 via Zoom to discuss these realities and all the ways we can continue to 
facilitate the role of members to pray, be present, share gifts, serve and witness to our faith in a COVID-19 world. A report 
from that meeting will be made available. 

Remember our Hope! Our shared faith in Jesus Christ is what brought us together and will help us stick together. Our time 
and experience will be redeemed to further the work of Jesus Christ in our world!  We should and will plan for the present 
and the future to which God calls us!

By Rev. Cindy Marino

Zoom Meetings for Beginners 
As Grace begins to fully use Zoom for classes and meetings, below are 
some instructions on how to participate in these meetings. 

If you have never used Zoom before, here are a few easy steps to get you 
started. 

If you don't have a hyperlink: 
 1. Open your web browser and log into zoom.com.
 2. Click on join a meeting.
 3. Type in the meeting ID (provided by the meeting leader)   
 and click join. 
 4. You may need to click on (open zoom.us), especially the   
 first time. 
 5. Click join with computer audio. 

If you were given a hyperlink: 
 1. Click on the link and it should take you directly to the meeting. 
 2. You may need to click on (open zoom.us), especially the first time. 
 3. Click join with computer audio. 

Click here for more detailed instructions on how to use Zoom including screenshots of what to look for on any device. 

https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/154/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/160/responses/new
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/reach-out
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/listen
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/adult-ed
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/digital-ministries
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/children
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/youth
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/reach-out
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/download.pdf
https://www.zoom.us/
http://zoom.com
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/ZoomTUTORIAL.pdf
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/digital-ministries
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp


New N.T. Wright Title in Grace 
Library

Looking for some Pre-K Fun During this Shelter-In?

Check-out Treble Tikes Online Music 
Offering

Just like everyone else, we’re Zooming Live right to your 
family room! You’re home. We’re here… just waiting for 
you to join us!

Classes are ongoing - Thursdays at 1 p.m. (Classes last 
from 30-45 minutes) Geared toward children ages 3-5, 
but all children “around” this age are welcome!

Fun is just a click away! 
And now the class size is unlimited! 
What have you got to lose? 
Why not request the Zoom invite and join us? There’s no 
commitment. No cost. 
All you need is a PC, a laptop, a tablet, or a smartphone.
We all know the kids are feeling the stress of staying-in too. We can help with that!
No need to register – just request to be included in the Zoom weekly email invite by emailing me at 
lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org.

The Children’s Music Ministry at Grace offers this amazing opportunity once a week and promises you and your 
child(ren) pure joy (and a little silliness)! Siblings are welcome!

We sing. 
We jump. 
We dance.
We imagine. 
We explore.
We listen.
We play 
and we pray. 

The class engages the Musikgarten Cycle of Seasons curriculum for Pre-K children ages 3-5 and incorporates a faith-based 
view celebrating God’s wonderful creation.

Here’s what a few Tike family grads have to say about the class…

"My granddaughter (Kaitlyn) and I attended many of the sessions that were offered last year.  Kaitlyn enjoyed the sessions 
very much and really looked forward to attending “her music class.”  It was a great introduction to music. Each session was 
well organized and thought out.  Although the sessions were 45 minutes long the kids of various ages remained engaged. 
The program included hands-on activities, opportunities to experiment with musical instruments, rhythm experiences, and 
movement to music.  All attending were encouraged to participate including the moms and me (the only grandparent).  Both 
the adults and children developed relationships. Some families remained afterward to play on the church playground.  Thanks 
for taking the time to organize and present the program.  I hope you continue to offer Treble Tikes."
-Steve Peters, Kaitlyn’s Grandpa 

“Treble Tikes is a hidden gem. Not only is it a free class, but the content & laughter that emanate from the room confirm that 
it is kid & parent-approved! Lynn’s energy with the kids is contagious and they learn to love music if they don’t already. The 
best part is that Lynn allows the kids to be themselves and express their creative energy through music! Highly recommend!”  - 
Emily B.

”My son learned to sing in class.  It made him so proud & gave him a confidence boost. Additionally, he made close friends & 
still is enjoying these relationships.  I also enjoyed being with him each week. It was a great bonding time.”   -Susan B.

Parent's Day Out to Reopen in 
August! 

Parent's Day Out (PDO), a childcare program for 
children 1-4 years old, has been a part of Children's 
Ministries at Grace for 25 years. 

Registration began in January for the upcoming 2020-
2021 school year.  Children are signed up to attend 1-2 
days a week, Monday-Thursday from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
During the day, children are involved in crafts, singing, 
storytime, gross motor development, snack time, and 
lunch.

Due to these uncertain times caused by the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Parent’s Day Out will not finish out the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 School Year or hold any 
Summer Classes. 

Parent's Day Out plans to reopen the week of August 
24th and looks forward to meeting parents at Parent 
Orientation on August 12 at 7:15 p.m. Open House 
will be Wednesday, August 19, from 9 a.m. -11 a.m. for 
enrolled children to meet their teachers and see their 
new classroom. There are limited openings for the 
upcoming school year.

Contact the PDO Office (630-355-6146) or 
(graceparentsdayout@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information and to check availability.

The New Testament in Its 
World is an original work 
that was written for both 
classroom and personal use 
addresses many questions 
faced by people studying early 
Christianity. 

Questions such as: 
• What is the purpose of the 
New Testament? 
• What was the first century 
understanding of the 
kingdom? 
• What is the real meaning of the resurrection in   
its original context? 
• What really were the Gospels? 
• Who was Paul and why are his letters so controversial? 
• How do twenty-first-century people recover the 
excitement of what it was like to live as Christians in the 
first or second centuries? 

N.T. Wright’s work in this one-volume book brings 
together decades of research, writing and teaching that 
will provide readers with a newer interpretation by 
presenting the New Testament books historically, literally 
and socially as the world’s cultures revolved around 
Judaism, Greco-Roman politics and early Christianity. 

By Lynn Leitzen, Director of Children’s Music Ministry

By Treva Brashears

Gardeners Needed! 
Now through the end of 
May 2020, the United 
Methodist Foundation will 
double your donation up 
to a total match of $50,000 
to food banks in Northern 
Illinois.  

You may give an 
undesignated gift to help 
where most needed, or you 
may designate your gift to a specific food pantry that the 
food bank serves.  

For information on how to double your gift, 
visit https://umfnic.org/foodhelp.

Double Your Donation to 
Northern Illinois Food Banks!  

While keeping their distance, 
Grace Gardeners have been 
at work pruning shrubs and 
dividing perennials. They have 
beds awaiting more volunteers. 

Visit peopleofgrace.org/garden  
to learn more about how being 
a Grace Gardener works.

Contact  Betty Long 
(b-long6120@sbcglobal.net) 
or (630-961-0258) to find out 
more information. Spring bulbs are here to 

greet us all even though we 
can’t gather now!

mailto:lynn.leitzen%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Treble%20Tikes
mailto:graceparentsdayout%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=PDO%202020-2021
https://umfnic.org/foodhelp
https://umfnic.org/foodhelp.
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/parents-day-out
http://peopleofgrace.org/garden 
mailto:b-long6120%40sbcglobal.net?subject=Gardeners%20Needed


What Do Missions Mean to the Church? 
During the month of May, Grace UMC will celebrate our current mission projects and partners, while discerning where God is 
calling us to serve today.

Please stay tuned for a video from Chamus Burnside-Savazzini and Lara Stanton launching this “month of mission.”

What Do Missions Mean to the Church? 

Most of us have participated in mission opportunities, either as part of an organization, family, school, church, or simply 
as an individual. Through these missions, we have given donations, assisted those in need, coordinated a service project, 
participated on a mission trip, or prayed for those who requested it. There are many options and ways to serve others and 
most of us are called in different ways to serve depending upon our talents, background, and personal experiences. All 
contributions, no matter how small, are important and make an impact.

Imagine the impact a larger project could have: imagine pooling enough funds to sponsor a playground somewhere in the 
world, laying the groundwork to introduce children to God. Imagine traveling to a destination like the Bahamas to help 
clean and rebuild a school or house. Imagine supporting a business in such a way that it makes a difference between closing 
and keeping the doors open. 

Let’s not diminish the smaller impacts, however. These are important too, often easier to fit into our busy lives, and 
sometimes more manageable in-between the larger projects.  Donating some food items, coordinating meal trains, writing 
a check, and/or donating blood can all help someone in need. Imagine the impact if we all helped just one person.

How do we balance the needs of large and small mission opportunities within our church and community? How can 
we communicate the opportunities to serve so church members can decide how they can help based on their available 
resources, including time and personal availability?  

The month of May kicks off “Missions at Grace,” an entire month dedicated to gathering ideas for future mission projects, 
coordinating existing efforts, and helping our members get connected in order to make a difference in individual lives, in 
our community, and in the world.  

Why mission matters?

We believe in God, who lived out a mission-driven life through the person of Jesus. Christ took time to teach, serve, 
encourage, heal, comfort and pray. The Holy Spirit empowers us to do the same.  As Christians, we are charged to live out 
our faith and allow the overflow of our hearts to produce faith-filled fruit in the world.  The act of mission is an answer to 
a spiritual calling.  Grace United Methodist Church has a long history of mission locally, nationally, and internationally.  
Initiating, responding to, and participating in mission means so many things to different people throughout the church.  
This is because each person has a specific spiritual pathway, or way that connects them to God, and that unique pathway 
leads them to express that faith in different ways.  Those who exhibit service or caregiver spiritual pathways, for example, 
seem to enjoy mission opportunities because that is where they feel called and comfortable.  

We respond to mission opportunities because the Holy Spirit is calling us to do so.  Every person has a purpose in this 
journey called life and when we stay spiritually connected to God and our calling, we can hear what God is calling us to 
do.  It is important that we respond and share our skills and talents to help others and ourselves. Mission is putting faith 
into action in a meaningful way that gives hope, shows mercy and uplifts those who may be discouraged.  This allows us 
all to focus on our faith formation and strengthen our spiritual muscle as we respond to the Great Commission: Jesus said, 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age” 
(Mt. 28:19-20).

We as disciples at Grace UMC should continue to be mission-focused, no matter how small or large these missions might 
be, because our calling is to help others come to know Christ.



Youth Summer Missions 2020
In this most unprecedented time, it seems our days are filled with more questions than 
answers. Our old normal has slipped away, our current status is temporary, and our new 
normal remains to be seen (reminds me of 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV, “Therefore, if anyone is 
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”). In Grace Youth 
Ministry, we are in Christ and we celebrate our calling to be His hands and feet.

Typically, each summer, we experience two mission trips: Side x Side, an away trip for those 
who have completed 8th grade through adults, and Hope @ Home, a local homebound 
mission for those who have completed 5th-7th grades. This year, due to our shelter in place 
mandate, we have had to reassess what our mission season will look like.

We have taken many things into consideration while making our decision, none of which 
have been more important than the safety of those who participate and those we serve. Additionally, we’ve had to 
consider lack of fundraising possibilities, college campus closures, wavering calendars, mission/serving partners unable 
to accept/accommodate groups, employment and economic uncertainty, social distancing capabilities for mission 
groups, availability and vacation time for adult participants, and much more.

While we know that our mission season will look different, we are not ready to say it 
is canceled. What we would like to say is “stay tuned”. We have currently suspended 
registration and feel comfortable saying we will not travel on Side x Side nor partner in 
the Chicagoland area for Hope @ Home in June. However, our hope is that once we have a 
better idea of when we can come together, we will be able to offer something for our Youth 
Summer Missions team at a later date.

How can you help? Pray! Pray for those who have had one more disappointment in 
their “plans”; pray for those communities and serving partners who were counting on us 
coming to lend a hand; pray for our leadership as we receive new directives daily; pray 

for guidance as we listen and receive God’s call in the redesign of our mission season; pray for each other--this virus is 
affecting everyone in one way or another.

We know that, in prayer, God has three answers: “yes”, “no”, and “I have something better in mind”. Regarding our Youth 
Summer Missions for 2020, we are choosing to hear “I have something better in mind”.

Thank you for your continued support. We will keep you informed as we learn more. Until then, if you would like to be 
placed on the communication distribution list, please send your contact info to gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org.

God’s peace...    

Gaye Lynn & the Youth Summer Missions Planning Team

Save the Date! Virtual Vacation Bible School 
We invite you to mark your calendar to attend Virtual VBS 
at Grace UMC on July 13-17! We are going to be Rainforest 
Explorers in a 2020 kind of way!! Each morning, we will share 
and hear God’s word, sing together, learn new things, play games 
and do what we do best in these situations, Stay Positive and 
Trust God!  Tentative time will be 10:30-11:30 each day! Please 
spread the word, this will be a gift from Grace to all who would 
like to participate! Stay tuned for registration information! 
Coming in June! Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini 
(chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

mailto:gayelynn.loufek%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Summer%20Missions
mailto:chamus%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=VBS

