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I am so grateful for 
each of you and 
the love you 
have for Grace 
Church. I have 
been honored 
to call Grace 
Church my 
home for nearly 
four years. 
In that time, 
I have gotten 
married, had twins, gotten divorced, 
moved a couple of times, and 
through all of the ups and downs I 
felt loved and supported by the entire 
congregation.  During the past four 
years, I have grown into my role as 
your pastor while being both affirmed 
and challenged.  I am so grateful for 
the ministry that I have been a part of 
at Grace Church. 

Being one of your pastors has helped 
me to determine “a call within a 
call."  As I have journeyed 
with our confirmation 
students, prayed with you in 
hospital rooms, celebrated 
Holy Communion and 
Baptisms, preached, and 
learned alongside you, I 
have also been discerning 
what ministry God is 
calling me to next. After 
months, in fact years, of 
prayer and discernment, I 
have answered God’s call 
to ordained ministry as 
an Elder in The United 
Methodist Church. 

I began by having conversations 
with Rev. Dick Wisdom, our Aurora 
District Superintendent.  After those 

God in the greatest moments of joy and 
celebration, we feel God’s comforting 
presence in our most difficult and 
challenging moments of life.  And when 
we are feeling distant from God or 
uncertain, we have scripture to remind 
us of God’s constant presence.  One 
of my favorites is Joshua 1:9, "Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and 
do not be dismayed, for the Lord your 
God is with you wherever 
you go."

Friends, 
while I 
am both 
sad to be 
leaving 
Grace 
Church and 
excited to 
embark on 
this new 
chapter in my ministry, I am certain 
that God is with each of us.  In our 
excitement and curiosity, in our fear and 
doubt, in our grief and sadness, and in 
our shared stories...God’s love is constant 
for you and for me. 

Please know that Grace Church will 
always hold a special place in my 
heart.  It is the church where Hannah 
& Haylee were baptized and the 
church that allowed me to grow in my 
understanding of the ministry that God 
is calling me. From the bottom of my 
heart, thank you for all that you have 
done, and continue to do, to serve God 
and to love me and my daughters. 

Goodbye Is Never Easy

initial conversations, I met with the 
Northern Illinois 
Conference 
Board of 
Ordained 
Ministry 
(BOOM), who 
unanimously 
approved me to 
begin the process 
to change from 
Deacon’s orders to 
Elder’s orders.  As 

a result, the Bishop & Cabinet have 
announced that I will be appointed 
to serve in an Elder appointment as 
the pastor of Sugar Grove United 
Methodist Church beginning July 1, 
2018. 

Change is one thing in life that we can 
count on.  In fact, Heraclitus, the pre-
Socratic Greek philosopher, said that 
“Change is the only constant in life”, 
but what he didn’t believe or take into 

account is 
that God 
is also a 
constant 
in our 
lives.  This 
is what we 
are taught 
in Sunday 
school 
and in 
sermons 
over and 
over again.  
We have 
personal 
stories 

and those of families and friends 
that confirm for us God’s constant 
presence in our lives. We experience 

By Pastor Tammy Scott 



Side X Side 2018 
By Gaye Lynn Loufek 

Thank You! 

Youth Summer Missions is so grateful to our Grace UMC 
family for your continued support!  As in the past, we 
continue to have various ways for our congregation to 
participate in our mission trip: prayer shawl ministry, 
monetary donation, fundraising support, prayer partners, 
and cookies, to name a few.  

Additionally, this year we have the opportunity to teach/
learn life skills, serve the community of Birmingham, 
AL, and serve each other.  We will be preparing our own 
lunches each day and are inviting our cookie bakers to 
continue baking, but also inviting others to donate items 
needed for brown bag lunches.  

Below is a list of needed items:

•  Small individual bags of chips (200 bags needed)
•  Small individual bags of pretzels (100 bags needed)
•  Granola Bars (200 bars needed)
•  Individually packaged cookies 
•  Individually packaged snacks (goldfish, cheese crackers, etc.)
•  Individually packaged fruit snacks (150 packages needed)
•  Home baked cookies (1200 cookies)
•  Purchased cookies
•  Ziploc plastic bags in one gallon and quart sizes

Non-perishable items may be dropped off in the Church 
Kitchen in the tub provided beginning Monday, May 14, 
to the attention of Side x Side. Home baked cookies and 
snacks may be dropped off beginning Tuesday, June 5.  All 
items must be received no later than Friday, June 8, at 3 
p.m.  

Orange envelopes, found in your pew, may be used for 
monetary donations for any of the opportunities listed, or 
with "Lunches" written on the front of the envelope for a 
specific donation to this request.  

Contact Kim Blair (kblair812@gmail.com) to donate or 
for more information. Thank you for traveling with us this 
summer!

Celebrating the 
2017-18 Noisy 
Offering and 
Mobile Pack and 5 
Years of  Changing 
the World through 
FMSC Mobile 
Pack!! 

Since 2013,
with your generous support, the Children's Choirs 
(and families) of Grace UMC have... raised $10,870.19 
($5,622.42 from Noisy Offerings), and helped Pack 34,090 
meals that will feed 94 children for a year. Grace provided 
550 "Hands of Christ" to help feed those in need. Thank 
you for your generosity in supporting our mission. 

Please start saving your change now for Noisy Offering 
2019!

Would you like to know about 
someone unforgettable?  Then, 
join us as Bettye Wehrli tells us 
the story of Les Schrader.  Les 
was the youngest of ten children 
born on a farm in the spot called 
Barbers Corner.  The sign is still 
there near the intersection of 
Weber and Boughton Roads.  A self-taught artist and 
dedicated historian, the paintings of Les Schrader tell the 
history of early Naperville.  Bettye calls him "Naperville's 
Mark Twain."  Come see if you agree on Thursday, May 
10, in Fellowship Hall with lunch at noon followed by the 
program at 1 p.m. 

Sign-up will be in the Church Office until Monday, May 
7, at noon. $10 cash, payable at the door. All are welcome!

Over 50 Fellowship! 

Elijah! God’s Faithful Prophet

Side X Side 2018 Commissioning 
Join us on Sunday, June 3 at 
8:15 a.m. in worship as we 
commission our Side x Side 
team to Birmingham, AL 
to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus, doing the work God 
has planned for them to do. If 
you would like to contact the 
team during the week of June 9-16, Side x Siders may be 
reached via mail at: Recipient's Name, Side x Side, 900 
17th Street South, Birmingham, AL 35205. 

Faith Build 2018
We are excited to 
introduce you to 
Carmen Fernandez 
and her daughters, our 
Faith Build 2018 home 
recipients! 

Grace UMC has once 
again agreed to partner 
with Fox Valley Habitat, 
and other area churches 
for Humanity for Faith 
Build, serving as the 
lead build team for the 
construction of the Faith 
Build 2018 Home (1557 
Solfisburg, Aurora, IL).

Construction gets underway with pre-framing (trusses, 
etc.) on May 5 and the big construction begins on Friday, 
May 18 - Sunday, May 19. Grace Church will be on-site in 
May, as well as July 28 and August 11.

All volunteers must be registered to be on-site.  

You must complete all three steps to register:

Visit foxvalleyhabitat.org and find links to:

1)  Visit: www.volunteerup.com. Once on www.
volunteerup.com: fill in your registration info.  Click 
Register, then click "continue" and choose Fox Valley HFH-
Aurora.  After completing your registration, don't forget 
to click "sign up." At the "thank you message" mark "I have 
read this message" to be taken to the calendar page under 
Faith Build 2018 to choose Grace UMC dates.

2)  Complete a hard copy waiver (available at 
www.volunteerup.com "liability waiver")

3)  Complete a Safety Course at foxvalleyhabitat.org

** Youth...Ages 13-15 are NOT allowed on-site during 
construction but are WELCOME on landscaping, painting, 
and clean-up days. Youth ages 16-18 are allowed on 
construction days. All youth must be registered in the 
same format as above and youth ages 13-15 require parent/
guardian supervision.  All youth waivers require a parent/
guardian signature as well as the signature of the volunteer.

Faith Build T-shirts are currently on sale on Sundays in 
the Activity Center and in the Youth Office during the 
week. Adult Sizes: (Small - XXXL) are available for $15 
per t-shirt.  

Contact Rick Loufek (rick.loufek@gmail.com) or Brentley 
Loufek (brentley.loufek@gmail.com), or Gaye Lynn 
Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) for more 
information. 

Carmen Fernandez and her daughters

The Children’s Music Ministry of 
Grace invites you to spend a bit 
of your Mother’s Day weekend in 
worship as our young choristers 
and bell ensemble present the story 
of “Elijah! God’s Faithful Prophet” 
on Friday, May 11, at 6:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 13, at 11 a.m. From 
his confrontation with King Ahab 
and Jezebel through his journey in 
the desert, Elijah shows his faith in 
the God who provides. Concluding with one of the most 
dramatic moments in the Old Testament, Elijah asks God 
to send down fire upon the altar at Mt. Carmel. There, the 
people of Israel see the power of the true and living God. 

Come, celebrate the culmination of another wonderful 
choir year as the children share this charming and witty 
musical written by Mark Patterson. Invite your family 
and friends! Let’s pack the pews and send the message to 
our children that their hard work and worship offering is 
valued and celebrated!

Youth Bells Ensemble Fundraiser 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye!!  Four youth 
handbell ringers are going to Grand 
Rapids for the "Distinctly Teen" 
portion of the Handbell Musicians 
of American National Seminar on 
July 18-21. They will have a special 
clinician who will be leading them 
in perfecting the music prepared 
in advance, and then perform a 
concert for the public. They will be attending classes and 
see several professional handbell choirs, as well as get to 
know other ringers and choirs from around the nation. 

Grace UMC Youth Bell Ensemble will be hosting a 
fundraiser at Colonial Cafe (1101 S. Washington St., 
Naperville) on Wednesday, May 2, from 4 p.m.  
to close. Pick up a flyer in the Church Office or from some 
of our youth as you leave the service. Then make plans to 
join us for dinner on Wednesday, May 2, and present the 
flyer at the cash register and up to 20% of your receipt will 
go to support the Youth Bell Ensemble’s Trip this summer. 
Thank you for your support, and we hope to see you there!

Support Grace Youth Summer Missions 
Easy!  Start today!  You shop, and Amazon gives...
to Grace Youth Summer Missions!

Simply visit www.peopleofgrace.org/amazonsmile 
and be taken directly to the Grace link.

That's it!  The Youth Summer Mission team will make 
sure the donations from Amazon go directly into our 
account!



Upcoming Events at Grace 



Vacation Bible School 2018 
Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School, June 25-29, is almost 
here! What a blessing it is to serve such amazing children. During the 
year, we have short one-hour snippets to be a part of the faith formation 
of the children of Grace. During VBS week, we have the unique 
opportunity to share the gospel for almost 15 hours in one week! This 
is a fun filled week of Bible stories, crafts, recreation time, music and 
reflection. This may also be the ONLY week that many children from 
our community get to come to hear about Jesus. 

Our biggest challenge is that if we do not have enough volunteers, we 
will need to cap the registration numbers and turn children away. We do 
not want to do that. We would rather welcome everyone in and share the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. We invite you to prayerfully consider serving this 
year! 

Do not over think it! Do not underthink it!  Come and share what 
God has given you. We are so thankful for all you do already to support the Children’s Faith Formation at Grace. We welcome 
individuals, adult classes who may want to serve together, small groups, affinity groups, and anyone who has a passion and 
desire to serve children and have fun while doing it. Please see where we need the support of Grace and friends below. 

Currently, we need the following support: 

    1.   10-12 Nursery childcare volunteers (plan with a friend so you      
           can serve together) 3 per day 

    2.   6 Preschool Teachers (we need 4 commitments as soon as   
          possible)

    3.   6 Elementary teachers (we need 6 commitments as soon as  
          possible) 

    4.   6 Material prep team (some can be done at home) 

    5.    2 Photographer/Videographer (we need memories captured  
           and a 3-5 minute photo presentation created) 

Adults register at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-adults 

Apprentices/Teens register at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-kids-teens

We also need the following items (clearly labeled) to use as props 
the week of VBS. We prefer that these items be delivered between 
June 1 and June 21.

    1.   8- Adult size camp chairs 

    2.   3 - 5 foot and/or 7 foot tall fake trees (like easy to assemble          
  Christmas trees) 

Thank you for being a part of this wonderful week. If you have 
questions, please contact Betsy Koepnick  (betsykoepnick@gmail.
com) or Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) 
or (630-355-1748 Ext 3241).


