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The Art of Neighboring 
By Pastor Cindy Marino 

    What if, when Jesus said, “Love your neighbor,” 
He meant we should include our actual neighbors—
those who live next door and down 
the street?  What a concept!  But it’s 
not as simple as it sounds.   

   We live in a time when we are so 
‘public’ throughout the day, it’s nice 
to have space in our homes that 
isn’t invaded or interrupted, right? I 
know all the excuses:  Our lives are 
packed. We have enough friends. 
Have you seen my to-do list? I can’t 
take on the neighbors, too! 

   “Many of the issues we face in our 
communities and our world could 
be reduced or even eliminated if we 
all knew how to be communities of 
great neighbors,” according to Jay 
Pathak and Dave Runyon, authors 
of “The Art of Neighboring.” We’ll 
be in conversation with this book through sermons and 
discussions for a few weeks in May.  This new series 
kicks off Mother’s Day, with the children presenting 
their musical, “A Not So Terrible Parable,” a story about 
the best neighbor ever, the Good Samaritan.  

Over 50 Fellowship (May 11) 
Come to see and hear how Bettye Wehrli and a group of 
people who barely knew each other came together to answer 
a challenge. They built, flew, and crashed an exact replica of 
The Wright Flyer named “The Spirit of Glen Ellyn”.  It now 
hangs in the Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago.  
Sign up will be in the church office until Monday,  May 8, at 
noon. Lunch will begin at noon on Thursday, May 11, 
followed by the program. $10 cash payable at the door.

   
   Lent was a time of deep reflection about what the church 
teaches, what we believe and why it’s important.  Now as 
we celebrate the risen Christ, we turn to the ways in which 

Christ calls us to live out those beliefs. 
Let’s start with those closest to home 
and then move into our world with 
God’s love, obeying the resurrected 
Jesus’ command to “Go and be my 
witnesses.”   

   Along these same lines, we’ll be 
offering classes using Adam Hamilton’s 
new study on Moses.  The study looks 
at the experiences of the Hebrew 
people as they found themselves 
foreigners in a land that once welcomed 
them, migrants in a hostile desert, 
and newcomers to an occupied 
land promised to them. The art of 
‘neighboring’ became life’s lesson for 
them, as God helped them survive and 
formed them in love. 

     Don’t miss these opportunities to learn more about who 
we are in community and how simple changes can mean 
big differences for us and for those who might call us good 
neighbors.

Save the Date! “Moses” Bible Study 

You are invited to join us for a  6–Week Bible Study 
based on “Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant 
Prophet” by Adam Hamilton.  The Bible Study will be 
led by Pastor Cindy starting on Thursday, May 11 at 
6:30 p.m. in Room 250. Books will be available for 
purchase for $15 at the first class. Contact the church 
office (630-355-1748) for more information.

Fellowship of Christian Men Forum 
All men are invited to join us on Friday, May 19, at 6 p.m. for 
dinner and program starting at 6:30 p.m. in Room 254.  The 
program will focus on “The Dangers for Teens Online” with 
a video and discussion presented by Richard Wistock, a De-
tective with the Naperville High Crimes Unit. Contact Bob 
Pacanowski (bpacanowski@franklinsports.com) for more 
information. 



The Abe Family extends sincere gratitude for the out-
pouring of love and condolences from the congregation 
regarding the passing of Bill.  

Also, we truly can not say thank you enough to the           
Pastors, office staff, the music ministry, maintenance/
building staff, the worship committee, funeral committee 
and the ushers. Bill truly loved Grace Church!!  

We greatly appreciate the stories and memories people 
have shared with us about Bill. 

With love and blessings, Mary, John, Pete and Jane

Master Plan Update 
Calling all Super Heroes to HERO 
CENTRAL 
July 17-21. Vacation Bible School 
2017 registration is OPEN online 
(https://www.peopleofgrace.org/
vacation-bible-school)! Register 
early and get your super heroes 
ready for a week of Bible based fun 
with inspirational music, fellowship, crafts and drama. 
Invite your friends and neighbors to this exciting week of 
hearing God’s word, making new friends and having tons 
of fun!  In addition to the week of learning, we will have a 
Family Fun Night on Thursday, July 20, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m. We will need MANY volunteers to make this great 
week possible. Please contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini 
(chamus@peopleofgrace.org) for more information or how 
to be a volunteer. 

Hero Central VBS 2017 

Burney Bequest Received by Grace Foundation 

By John Bodine, Grace Project Team Chair    

   We’ve now completed our second Master Plan project review, on Wednesday, April 12. The first Project Review was a 
discussion of the key learnings of JNKA architects. Our second session began the “concept development” phase for how 
we can address our needs and opportunities for achieving our goals: develop a welcoming spirit, enable programs for 
children & young families, and leverage existing Grace assets. 

   JNKA has proposed two options to adjust our floor plan to provide a larger narthex for gathering. Both ideas involve 
relocating our church offices away from the prime socializing area next to the Sanctuary. This can open up a large space 
adjacent to the Sanctuary for gathering with seating and views overlooking the Lacy Garden. The leading idea at present is 
to move the offices to the lower level below their current location and shift the Music rooms to the upper level education 
wing facing the lower parking lot. This gets the Music Department (and heavy handbells) closer to the Sanctuary. 
Investigation is required to ensure adequate sound proofing of music rooms and accommodation of the various Sunday 
School classes, programs, and activity groups that might be impacted.

   Addressing needs for children’s programs requires a complete review of space requirements. This includes multi-use 
furniture that can be used for both kids and adults and that can be stored easily, improved décor, repurposing  some rooms, 
and updating signage and play equipment. We will rely heavily on guidance from our Children and Family Council in 
partnership with Parent’s Day Out.

   Equally important is overcoming some obstacles that we have long suffered, like improved access to rest rooms outside 
of Fellowship Hall. This is not an easy fix, but we will work hard to see what can be done to make access and ample space 
in all of our rest rooms a priority. Another important area to address is the need for proper storage of materials at Grace, 
whether used seasonally or frequently in specific meeting rooms. This issue will be a subject of design consideration and we 
will hopefully come up with a good plan.

   A key learning from reviewing current use of space at Grace is the very significant underutilization of classrooms below 
the Activity Center and the lower level of the northeast side of the building. Most of these rooms are below ground level, 
have no windows, and do not receive adequate heating, cooling, and humidity control services. We’ll plan to address these 
issues to develop appropriate HVAC support, make these spaces more habitable, and provide more convenient access. 

“Thank You”   

Holy Smokes (May 7) 
Please join us for a delicious Bar-
B-Q lunch...drive-through style 
to help support the upcoming 
mission trips. Tickets may 
be purchased in the church office 
during the week. Single Meat 
meals are $10, Combo Meals and Two Meat Meals 
are $12, Kid’s Hot Dog Meal is $5. Contact Gaye Lynn 
Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) or 
(630-355-1748). ext. 3234) for more information.

“A Not So Terrible Parable” 
Join us Mother’s Day Weekend 
on Friday, May 12, at 6:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, May 14, during  
worship at 11 a.m. when the 
Children’s Music Ministry will 
offer “A Not So Terrible Parable” 
(The mysterious WHODUNIT 
about the Good Samaritan). 
This well known parable that 
Jesus told comes to life as a fun, 
over-the-top whodunit (think 
Clue). There’s mystery...danger... 
surprise... and truth as we share 
in the spring sermon series that teaches us about “The 
Art of Neighboring.”  Contact Lynn Leitzen 
(lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace. org) or (630-355-1748) for 
more information.

Spring Worship Service: 
“A Gospel Celebration” 

Join us on Sunday, May 7, at 8:15 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. when 
the Grace Chancel Choir, Soloists, and Gospel Instrumen-
talists will present a “Gospel Mass” by Robert Ray. This 
inspiring service will feature guest conductor and pianist, 
Dr. Keith Hampton, one of Chicago’s preeminent Gospel 
and Classical musicians. Contact Dan Wagner 
(dan.wagner@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

  The Grace Foundation was recently blessed with a bequest from Juanita Burney. Juanita 
was a long time member of Grace Church. Juanita and her late husband Don met in their 
“Golden Years” and would attend church regularly while holding hands during the service. 
Pastor Michael Stoner joked with them that they should get married, and he took credit 
when they eventually did. Both Juanita and Don were very sweet, kind, and unassuming 
which made watching their love flourish even more special.  

   Grace Church was a vital part of their lives and faith. Juanita was actively involved in the 
UMW as a member of the Ruth Circle. She was also a member of the committee that 
published the 100 Years of Grace Cookbook in 1990.  Don served as the Church Treasurer 
for many years. Following his death in 2013, the Grace Foundation was named as the  
beneficiary of a life insurance policy, Don had from his work at BP.  This bequest allowed for the establishment of the Don 
and Juanita Burney Endowment. 

   The Burney Endowment is a principle retained fund so that the income from their gifts will support Grace’s ministries 
for generations.  Juanita and Don’s gifts are a testament to the love they shared, and their strong commitment to their faith.  
Grace Church has a long history of involved, generous founders and supporters. With gifts, such as that of the Burney’s, we 
shall continue to fulfill God’s plans for us. If you have any questions about the Grace Foundation, please contact Scott Oats 
(soats@sbcglobal.net) or (630-355-1748).

Faith Build Trivia (May 5)  
Create a team or have us make one for you and join us on 
Friday, May 5, at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The cost is 
$20 per person or $150 for a table of 8. Each team is 
encouraged to bring refreshments, tableware and decora-
tions for their table. Prizes will be awarded to the winners 
of the Most Creative Table and Team Trivia Champion. 
All proceeds benefit the 2017 Faith Build Project. This is 
the only Grace sponsored fundraiser for Faith Build. Help 
spread the word and make this a huge success! Contact Jill  
(faithbuild@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

      Donald and Juanita Burney 


