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Hats and Blankets for Kenya

Thank you to everyone who spent hours knitting and crocheting 173 preemie hats for the Kenya 
Mission Team to take with them as they travel to the African nation June 1 to 17. Thanks, too, for the 
donations of flannel which were made into 47 receiving blankets.

By Rev. Cindy Marino, Senior Pastor
   In my 40 Days of Love message on “Loving 
our Community,” I included some demographic 
information for the Zip Codes that include Grace 
Church and our neighbors to the southeast — 60540 
and 60565. It was fun to read how the marketing 
company, Experian, classifies and describes the 
majority of the residents in these Zip Codes to 
advertisers. As you might expect, this area is at 
the top: American 
Royalty, Silver 
Sophisticates, 
Flourishing Families. 
Let’s just say this is 
a very good place 
to advertise your 
product.
   The report to which 
I referred, included 
other demographic 
information that 
provides a good look 
at population trends 
in this area. This is 
helpful when seeking 
to structure our staff for growth. So, here’s a few facts 
the information brings us: Overall the population 
in these area codes is aging. In 2010, children age 
5-17 made up 22.1 percent of the total population. 
By 2025 that is expected to drop to 12.5 percent. 
Those 65 and older were 9.5 percent in 2010 and are 
expected to rise to over 21 percent in 2025. That’s a 
big change in ten years.
   This aging process helps to explain the drop in 
enrollment Grace Church’s children’s Sunday School 
has experienced over the past few years. You might 
think this makes for an unfavorable future. However, 
the stats reveal there is something else going on: 
the number of singles, college and career starts, 

and young families, aged 18-34, that were only 16.7 
percent of the total population in 2010, are expected 
to rise to just under 27 percent by 2025. In fact, the 
number of singles and young families aged 25-34 is 
expected to double from 7,176 in 2010 to 14,368 
in 2025. If we consider only the next five years, that 
number rises from 7,630 to over 11,000. The next 
generation of children is already in the planning 
stages. So, this is certainly an area which deserves our 

attention.
   We have learned, 
however, that just 
addressing children 
is not the answer. 
If the children 
are to grow to be 
lifelong disciples 
of Jesus Christ, 
they need to be 
nurtured in families 
that are growing in 
discipleship as well. 
The Staff Parish 
Relations Committee 
is considering this an 

opportunity to minister to the whole family:  children, 
teens, young adults, parents, singles, grandparents 
… all who impact the young lives of children through 
the activities and ministries of Grace Church. As we 
include children in worship, families in children’s 
ministries, and singles in family activities, we make 
positive steps toward building a church of disciples 
for today and tomorrow. 
   Watch for more information as SPRC continues to 
faithfully consider the staffing needs for Grace Church 
and the community in which we serve.

*Sources: US Census Bureau, Synergos Technologies 
Inc., Experian, DecisionInsite/MissionInsite 

For more on what’s happening at Grace Church, including upcoming worship services, classes, 
and mission projects, visit www.peopleofgrace.org/get-connected.

Demographic Research Reveals Changing Landscape



By Rev. Tammy Scott, Administrative Pastor

   I met Margaret 
Harrison more than 15 
years ago when the 
Christian Education 
Director from my home 
church brought me 
to a meeting of the 
Christian Educator 
Fellowship (CEF). 
Margaret, along with 
a dozen other women, 
warmly welcomed me 
as a visitor. Some years 
later they welcomed 
me as a fellow Christian 
Educator. My path continued to cross Margaret’s at 
CEF meetings over the years. I remember coming 
to Grace Church for a Vacation Bible School 
Showcase by a Cokesbury representative, and 
what stands out most in my memory is Margaret’s 
amazing hospitality and kindness. 
   When I came to Grace, I was excited to be 
working with Margaret. Her longtime commitment 
and love for God’s children is inspiring! As 
Margaret moves into retirement, I hope you will 
join me and the Staff Parish Relations Committee 
throughout the month of May as we celebrate 
Margaret Harrison and her passion for teaching the 
Good News of Christ for more than 20 years.
   If you have stories or pictures that you would 
like to share about Margaret and her ministry at 
Grace Church, please share them with me. You 
can email them to tammy.scott@peopleofgrace.
org or put them in my mailbox in the church office. 
Let’s compile all of our memories and photos for 
Margaret as we say “thank you” for her nurturing 
of so many children, and “congratulations” for a 
ministry well done.
   We will conclude our month-long celebration 
with a Retirement Luncheon on Sunday May 22 at 
noon. All are invited.

LATERAL FILE CABINET    
The music department is 
looking for a heavy-duty, 
lateral file cabinet.  If you have 
one or know of one available, 
please contact Dan Wagner 
at (630) 355-1748 ext. 3232 or 
Dan.Wagner@peopleofgrace.org.

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE
The Refugee Ministry of Our 
Savior’s Lutheran is in need of 
the following: sewing machine,  
dressers, twin bed, queen 
bed, twin blankets/comforters, 
GPS, shoe rack, microwave, 
computer desk, size 3 diapers, 
under bed storage container, 
plastic wrap, all-purpose 
cleaning spray, scrubbing 
sponges, and kitchen or 
dining table with chairs. To 
donate, contact Anne Wentz at 
annecwentz@wideoopenwest.
com or Margaret Schmitt at 
Margaret60540@gmail.com.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
The Grace Church office is 
in need of volunteers for the 
front desk on Wednesdays 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
also Thursdays from 1 to 4:30 
p.m. Training provided. Please 
contact Joan Meador at (630) 
898-0375 with questions or to 
volunteer.

SOCKS FOR SIDE x SIDE
Side x Side is partnering 
with the Assistance Ministry 
of Christ Church United 
Methodist in Charleston, 
WV, to provide socks (all 
colors, types, sizes) and travel 
toiletries. If you’d like to 
donate these items, please 
bring them to Grace Church 
and place them the tubs 
provided in the Narthex under 
the Shareholder sign.

   Is there anything 
better than a week 
at the beach? Grace 
Church’s “Surf Shack” 
Vacation Bible School 
will be just that for 
area children July 
18-22, 2016. But to 
make this happen, 
the organizing team 

is in need of many volunteers! Important jobs 
that need to be filled include: Kitchen Leader 
and Team, Preschool Teacher Leader, Preschool 
Teachers, Elementary Teacher Leader, Elementary 
Teachers and Substitute Teachers. A world-class 
children’s ministry program starts with world-class 
leaders, so consider contacting Betsy Koepnick to 
volunteer for this vital community event. Her email 
is BetsyKoepnick@gmail.com, or you may phone 
(630) 450-1932. 

Visit www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs to register 
children, teens and adult volunteers.

Volunteer for July VBS

May Holds Important 
Youth Missions Dates

Celebrate Margaret’s 20 years of 
ministry on May 22 at noon.

Collecting Memories, 
Thanks in Celebration 
of Harrison’s Ministry 

  No one ever wants to serve on 
a Nominations Committee. The 
typical process by which it does its 
work to fill out all the other church 
committees is to develop lists of 
people they know, people who 
have served before, or people 
whose term of service is coming to 
an end. The list is divided amongst 
committee members who call the 
unsuspecting nominees to arm-
twist them into serving. In other 
words, they work to fill the slots. 
  In 2004, The United Methodist 
Church realized this wasn’t 
working, and replaced it with a 
loftier vision that integrates serving 
with discipleship — the process of 
growing in our faith. 
   This new committee is called 
the Committee on Lay Leadership 
Development. The responsibilities 
of this committee are to: assist 
persons in the congregation 
to identify their gifts and skills 
for service; assist in the nurture 
and development of Christian 
spiritual leadership; identify and 
recommend persons for service in 
the various ministry areas; equip 
by training and support; deploy 
persons for effective witness and 
service in ministry tasks; and 
identify competencies needed for 
a variety of ministry tasks.
  These responsibilities are 
especially important as we work to 
secure the best persons possible 
for the elected leadership of Grace 
Church. Every person in the church 
has something to offer — a gift to 
share with others. We serve God 
by using those gifts and by calling 
forth the gifts we see in others.
  As members of the body of 
Christ, we are called to use our 
gifts and finest qualities in ways 

   Several key events and dates are happening this 
month for those participating in and supporting 
Grace Church’s Youth Summer Mission Teams. 
   On Sunday, May 22, all attending Hope @ Home 
will gather in Room 234 at 12:15 p.m. to hear new 
information about the event.
   And, all attending Side x Side will gather in the 
Sanctuary at 7 p.m. on the same day for updates, 
roommate signups, and van assignments. All 
outstanding paperwork will be due.
   If you’d like to a pray for a member of the Side x 
Side Team, please visit the back of the Sanctuary on 
the Sundays of May 22 and 29 to choose a partner 
and receive a bracelet.
   And, mark your calendars now for the Car Wash 
Fundraiser on Sunday, June 5. Proceeds benefit 
both Side x Side and Hope @ Home. Youth 
attending the Youth Summer Mission trips will wash 
your car during all worship services. Please note, 
lower parking lot will be reserved parking on June 
5 for those having a car washed.  All others are 
encouraged to park in the upper lots.

that fulfill God’s purposes. The 
growth and ministry of a local 
congregation and of the church 
as a whole depend on the careful 
linking of these gifts and needs. 
When this linkage occurs, lives 
are enriched, ministry ensues, 
and God’s purposes are fulfilled. 
When it fails to happen, the whole 
body of Christ suffers.
  The Committee on Lay 
Leadership Development has 
the privilege of linking persons 
who have gifts to share with 
opportunities to meet specific 
needs within our congregation 
and community. This is no simple 
task. It requires hard work and 
a strong commitment, but it 
can be a joyous and rewarding 
experience helping persons 
discover and use their gifts in 
ministry. People are the most 
valuable resource in the life of any 
church. It is with them, and with 
careful leadership and guidance, 
the church proclaims Christ’s 
good news to the world. 
  The ministry of a local church 
moves forward, falters, or grinds 
to a halt based in large part on 
the work done by the Committee 
on Lay Leadership Development.
   This is more than filling slots, 
and it will take time for Grace’s 
team to become fully empowered 
for this call to identify and deploy 
people into ministry. 
   But by connecting people with 
ways to serve that honor their 
gifts, passions and availability, we 
honor God and we work toward 
the building of God’s kingdom 
here and now. Watch for more 
information!
Source: Guidelines for Leading a 
Congregation

From Filling Slots to Developing Leaders
New Committee Tasked with Connecting People to Ministry


