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Thanks to All Who Helped Rebuild  
Together April 24-25! 

Grace Members Visit Holocaust Museum 
By Ruth Allison 
 

It was a morning I’ll 
never forget.  On Sat-
urday, April 18, Grace 
members joined the 
Religion and Race 
Commission for a visit 
to the Holocaust Mu-
seum in Skokie.  As 
our group was led by 
wonderfully knowl-
edgeable docents who 
made the visit all the 
more meaningful, I was saddened to think that the sort of 
atrocities that occurred during the holocaust are still hap-
pening today.  Despite “Never Again,” we’re not able to 
stop them.  I’m so grateful for our wonderful church and all 
the organizations that do what they can to eradicate human 
suffering.  In addition to the trip to the museum, I was also 
privileged to attend Elmhurst Faith UMC, where Bishop Sally 
Dyck and Pastor Jane Eesley were keynote speakers, and 
break bread with Muslims who shared their struggles to live 
in America after 9/11.  The next night, Ralph Keiser was 
honored by Exodus World Service for his ten years of ser-
vice helping refugees to become U.S. citizens [see page 4].  
What a week it was!   

Mike Doll (middle) and 
Thatch Irwin with pleased 
homeowners on Benton Ave. 
in Aurora, where Thatch, 
Mike and a crew of volunteers 
from Grace and other volun-
teer organizations helped  
refurbish this home over the 
weekend of April 24-25. 

Address service requested 
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I had a list of ques-
tions to ask Pastor 
Bob for his farewell 
interview, but it was 
10 minutes before I 
got past the first one:  
“what was your start 
date at Grace?”  
That’s because this 
man of frenetic cere-
bral circuitry had 
stopped to locate and 
play a video of Bern-
stein’s “Simple Song” 
on his computer, 
which was sung on 
one of his first Sun-
days at Grace in the 
summer of 2005, 
when worship was 
held in Fellowship Hall 
due to Sanctuary res-
torations.  “The joke 
in my family is ‘don’t 
ask me what time it is, 
because I’ll tell you 
how to build a 
watch’,” said Pastor 
Bob.  He’s not kidding.  
And he probably does 
know how to build a 
watch.  
 

Narrowing down 
what to ask and 
where to take the 
conversation that 
could have gone in 
literally hundreds of 
directions was a bit of 
a challenge.  But I 
wanted to know 
about Pastor Bob’s 
ten years at Grace and 
his future after retire-
ment.  Eventually, the 
man who is simultane-

ously hard to read and 
conversationally gen-
erous offered a look 
into himself. 
 

As a high school stu-
dent in Champaign, 
Illinois, Dr. Robert 
Atkins, Ph.D., thought 
of himself as an 
“average Joe.”  His 
friends had flawless 
GPAs and number 
one class rankings.  
He didn’t.  He  
and these same 
friends were part of a 
movement in the late 
60s among young peo-
ple (for whom the 
threat of going to  
Vietnam was all too 
real) to stand together 
and have an effect on 
the world around 
them.  “We regularly 
did things to confront 
authority, and we tru-
ly believed that a co-
ordinated effort could 
make a difference,” he 
said. 
 

Before his vocation of 
pastoral ministry be-
gan, Pastor Bob 
earned a B.A. in Phi-
losophy from 
Elmhurst College, an 
M.A. in Design for 
Theater from North-
western University, a 
Master of Divinity 
from Garrett Evangeli-
cal Theological Semi-
nary (G-ETS), and a 
Ph.D. from G-ETS in 
Religious and Theo-

logical Studies.  After 
college, he considered 
a career in road work 
operating heavy equip-
ment, but didn’t want 
to relocate to Mon-
tana, so he entered 
the seminary.  (Seems 
a logical transition, 
right?)  While on an 
archeological dig in 
Caesarea, he was of-
fered the opportunity 
to pursue a master’s 
degree in theater de-
sign at Northwestern; 
thus, he left the semi-
nary.  During his time 
studying theater de-
sign, he taught, did 
professional design 
work, including the 
grounds at King Rich-
ard’s Faire, and helped 
to establish what is 
now Northlight Thea-
tre in Skokie.  “I did a 
lot before the age of 
30,” said Pastor Bob. 
 

Remarking that “it 
seems God had a plan 
for me that I just was-
n’t going to get out 
of,” Pastor Bob went 
back to seminary and 
joined Malden United 
Methodist Church in 
1980, during which 
time he finished his 
doctoral dissertation 
in Biblical Studies.  
Throughout his pas-
torates at Malden, 
Christ UMC in Rock-
ford, First UMC in 
LaGrange, Trinity 

UMC in Wilmette, 
and Grace UMC,  
Pastor Bob has sought 
to “bridge the gap 
between academia and 
the Church,” accord-
ing to the auto-
biographical infor-
mation he wrote for 
the Annual Confer-
ence, at which retir-
ees are recognized.  
“This is basically like 
writing your own obi-
tuary,” quipped the 
man who was presi-
dent of the Chicago 
Society of Biblical Re-
search, co-chair of the 
program unit of Men, 
Masculinities and Reli-
gion at American 

Academy of Religion 
(in which he worked 
in gender studies and 
religion), and has pub-
lished and read papers 
at regional, national 
and international 
scholarly meetings.   
 

As anyone who has 
ever had more than a 
passing conversation 
with Pastor Bob 
knows, his font of 
knowledge overflows.  
Getting into a theo-
logical discussion with 
him is like diving into 
water the depth of 
which you cannot see.  
He believes there is  

Pastor Bob Atkins To Retire After Decade at Grace   By Barb Ceruti 

continued next page... 
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Pastor’s Journal      

 

It is May already. 
 

Soon Marlene and I will both transition into retirement.  Marlene has already retired from her 
work at the Illinois Institute of Art in Schaumburg.  Right away, she travelled to Portland,  
Oregon, to be with our grandkids for a week.  It helped her make the transition.   
 

Marlene is a wise woman.  The day she retired, she told me things would change.  She said that 
we had spent the past more than forty years negotiating time we could be together:  dinner on Thursday, movie on  
Saturday, etc.  Now, she said, we would begin negotiating the times we would be apart. 
 

Planning for a major change in life is difficult.  The experience and one’s response cannot be predicted because it is all 
new.  Graduation, marriage, birth of children, retirement...all have celebrations leading up to the day, but what comes 
after?   
 

If we are what we do, retirement might mean the end of being—unless we can find something else to do that will define 
us.  But if what a person does is not all they are; if we work at being whole first, the doing will come.  We are “human 
beings after all, not human doings,” as the old adage goes. 
 

So what we will do in retirement is not our question, but where we will be and with whom.  God’s purpose for us will 
be there already if we but listen—and we plan on listening to each other and for God’s call. 
         
        Grace and Peace, 

 

...Pastor Bob Retires 
 

no objectivity in any-
thing—including sci-
ence or physics.  “It’s 
all in the eye of the 
beholder.”  He also 
professes that “there 
is no God-shaped hole 
in my heart.  It’s more 
like God pursuing me 
than me pursuing God.  
If you have questions 
about God, that’s him 
working in you.”  
One’s Higher Power, 
according to Pastor 
Bob, is “whatever 
keeps you clean, 
straight and sober for 
the next 10 minutes.”  
His time as Spiritual 
Director of adoles-
cents at Rosecrance, 
an alcohol and drug 
treatment program in 
Rockford, significantly 
influenced Pastor 
Bob’s embracing of the 
12 step approach to 
spirituality.  Pastor 
Bob also describes 

himself as “deeply 
United Methodist.”  
“When I was ordained, 
I agreed to go where 
my Bishop sent me.  I 
am part of a denomi-
nation that has no ru-
bric for excluding any-
one.  I get to offer 
Christ, not protect 
Christ.  That is a great 
freedom.”   
 

For all of his intellect, 
Pastor Bob acknowl-
edges that the pulpit is 
not the ideal place to 
bring such erudition.  
“People don’t want to 
hear about Plato’s 
Symposium.”  He also 
recognizes that his 
initial designation as 
Preaching Pastor at 
Grace, without pasto-
ral care duties because 
there were already 
four others on staff in 
that capacity, contrib-
uted to a perception 
that he doesn’t do pas-
toral care.  “It was a 

strategic decision that  
I really couldn’t have 
made differently.  
Now, it makes sense 
for me to do pastoral 
care,” said Pastor Bob, 
citing the changes in 
our staff in recent 
years.  He views at-
tending the pivotal 
events in people’s 
lives—whether they 
be baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, joys or cri-
ses—as a distinct hon-
or.  “Pastors have 
unique access to peo-
ple in transition.  If you 
don’t consider that a 
privilege, then you 
have to wonder why 
you’re in ministry.”   
As for preaching, he 
says it is both frighten-
ing and amazing.  “It 
takes a lot of hubris to 
think you have some-
thing significant to say 
to the same group of 
people week after 
week!” 
 

For all Pastor Bob has 
accomplished, he has 
worked hard at not 
being defined by what 
he does, but by who 
he is.  Looking to re-
tirement, he says the 
question is not what 
am I going to do?  “I 
have no doubt that the 
days will fill themselves 
in.”  Cooking is some-
thing he and Marlene 
enjoy and plan to do 
more of in Bass Lake, 
Indiana, and they will 
do considerable work 
on their lake house.  
Dining out will fill days 
in trendy Portland, 
Oregon, where they 
will winter near their 
daughter, son-in-law 
and four grandchil-
dren.  Pastor Bob will 
propose a paper on 
the theology of II  
Corinthians in 2016 
and remain active with 
the Chicago Society of 
Biblical Research and 

join the American 
Academy of Religion, 
Society of Biblical Lit-
erature in the Pacific 
Northwest.  But he 
would rather focus on 
the opportunities that 
human society offers.  
“If you listen, they’re 
there.”   
 

As for his successor, 
Pastor Cindy Marino, 
joining us on July 1, 
Pastor Bob is hesitant 
to offer her advice.  
“My job is to be her 
cheerleader and offer 
her an attitude of sup-
port.  Pastor Cindy is 
far more transparent 
than I am, and she will 
lead in a way that 
brings that in.”  For all 
that we may not have 
seen or known of Pas-
tor Bob, it seems clear 
that, at heart, he will 
always be that high 
school student who 
strove to make a dif-
ference in the world.   
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Holy Smokes, It’s a Prom! 
By Gaye Lynn Loufek, Director of Youth Ministries 
 

‘Tis the  
season...the 
season for 
proms, that 
is!  Many 
high school 
students  
fantasize 
about their 
junior/senior 
prom.  This 
year, every-
one from 6th 
grade 
through 

adults was able to make that dream a reality, because on 
Saturday, April 18, Grace took a trip down memory lane for 
some, and for others, jumped in the future, as 42 youth and 
adults danced the night away at “Prom:  Dancing Through 
the Decades.”  Through the expert DJ skills of Reid Koep-
nick and the beautiful decorating coordinated by Betsy 
Koepnick, Fellowship Hall was glitzed out, complete with 
disco ball and songs ranging from the 1940s through current 
times.  Youth were taught to jitterbug, and our more experi-

enced dancers were taught 
a line dance or two.  Youth 
Ministry would like to 
thank everyone who par-
ticipated in the inaugural 
Grace Prom by donating 
dresses, photos, memen-
tos, and by helping to set 
up/clean up, or attending.  
The night was truly enchanted! 
 

HOLY SMOKES!  The smell of barbecue was in the air, and 
the taste...oh, so good!  Thank you to all who participated in 
our annual “Holy Smokes” Drive-Thru BBQ fundraiser on 
April 19, benefiting Youth Summer Missions.  A total of 624 
meals were sold, 130 of which were sold on the day of the 
event to people who were at Grace for the first time.  What 
a great way to reach out into our community and support 
the work of those who will step out from Grace in June and 

July to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus!   
 

If you’re interested in  
attending or learning about 
our two youth summer 
missions trips, visit us at 
www.peoplfograce.org/ 
youth_ministry. 

Adults and youth dance through the decades at 
Grace’s inaugural prom on April 18. 

 May 17 Choral Worship Features “High May 17 Choral Worship Features “High May 17 Choral Worship Features “High 
Lonesome Bluegrass Mass,” Youth Lonesome Bluegrass Mass,” Youth Lonesome Bluegrass Mass,” Youth 
Choirs to Visit GraceChoirs to Visit GraceChoirs to Visit Grace   
The Chancel Choir and soloists will treat us to a won-The Chancel Choir and soloists will treat us to a won-The Chancel Choir and soloists will treat us to a won-
derful Spring Choral Worship on Sunday, derful Spring Choral Worship on Sunday, derful Spring Choral Worship on Sunday, May 17May 17May 17, , , 
8:15 and 9:30 a.m.  This year’s presentation features 8:15 and 9:30 a.m.  This year’s presentation features 8:15 and 9:30 a.m.  This year’s presentation features 
guest Conductor Dr. Tim Sharp.  This internationally guest Conductor Dr. Tim Sharp.  This internationally guest Conductor Dr. Tim Sharp.  This internationally    
renowned conductor, motivator and banjo player (!) renowned conductor, motivator and banjo player (!) renowned conductor, motivator and banjo player (!) 
will lead us in an eclectic juxtaposition and whimsical will lead us in an eclectic juxtaposition and whimsical will lead us in an eclectic juxtaposition and whimsical 
combination of music as fresh as spring itself!  Liturgi-combination of music as fresh as spring itself!  Liturgi-combination of music as fresh as spring itself!  Liturgi-
cal music in bluegrass stylecal music in bluegrass stylecal music in bluegrass style———complete with bluegrass complete with bluegrass complete with bluegrass 
band.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to band.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to band.  Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors to 
this glorious morning. this glorious morning. this glorious morning. Other upcoming musical Other upcoming musical Other upcoming musical 
events include events include events include a guest youth choir from Vestavia Hills a guest youth choir from Vestavia Hills a guest youth choir from Vestavia Hills 
UMC in Alabama on Sunday, UMC in Alabama on Sunday, UMC in Alabama on Sunday, May 24May 24May 24, 8:15 and 9:30; , 8:15 and 9:30; , 8:15 and 9:30; 
another youth choir from St. Paul in Louisville, KY, on another youth choir from St. Paul in Louisville, KY, on another youth choir from St. Paul in Louisville, KY, on 
Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, June 14June 14June 14, 8:15 , 8:15 , 8:15 
and 9:30; and a special and 9:30; and a special and 9:30; and a special 
massed choir to massed choir to massed choir to    
welcome Pastor welcome Pastor welcome Pastor    
Cindy Marino on Cindy Marino on Cindy Marino on    
Sunday, Sunday, Sunday, July 12July 12July 12...   
      

Grace Is 125 Years Old! 
On Sunday, April 19, Bishop Sally Dyck 
helped us celebrate our 125th anniversary.  
Our Grace United Methodist Women Quilt-
ers stitched a gorgeous quilt featuring sever-
al of our ministries throughout the years, which was dedicat-
ed on April 19.  Harold Workman, our Grace Historian, has 
put together historical tidbits for the TV in the Narthex 
each week, and he has also created a book of our history, 
including photos throughout the decades.  This keepsake 
book is available for purchase for $15 in the Activity Center 
on Sundays or by contacting Harold at 630-369-2152. 

Upcoming Healing Worship Dates:  Saturdays, May 9 and 
May 23, June 6 and June 13, 5pm in the Activity Center, 
and Sundays, June 7 and July 5 at the end of worship. 
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The Health and Wellness 
ministry at Grace is com-
prised of a group of people 
dedicated to educating and 
facilitating the well-being of 
our congregation and com-
munity.  Our members are 
generally health care profes-
sionals (nurses, therapists, 
etc.), but that is not a neces-
sity for joining us.  All that is 
required is an interest in 
health and an enthusiasm to 
help others.  We welcome 
new members and all of the 
ideas they might bring with 
them! 
 

In recent years, the Health 
and Wellness ministry has 
contributed to our commu-
nity by holding bi-monthly 
blood drives, running a flu 
shot clinic in the fall, coordi-
nating GUMC's aid station at 
the Naperville Marathon and 
Half-Marathon, holding a 
bone marrow registration 
clinic, providing the Moon 
Jump for the church picnic, 

and handing out healthy 
snacks at the Fall Festival.   
 

We coordinate with the Reli-
gion and Race commission to 
bring attention to World 
Aids Day on the first Sunday 
in December. Every other 
year, we work with the 
Church and Society ministry 
to produce the Green Living, 
Healthy Living Fair.  We sup-
port the work of several 
GUMC groups, including the 
cancer support group and 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry.  
You can visit the Health and 
Wellness bulletin board out-
side the Activity Center for 
information on a variety of 
wellness-related topics.   
 

Finally, if you find yourself in 
need of a Band-Aid while at 
church, our committee 
stocks first-aid bags in all of 
the rooms in the church.  
The bags are located just 
inside the door of the room 
and can be identified by a red 
cross. 
 

BLOOD DRIVES! 
By far, the biggest job we do 
at Grace is to provide volun-
teer support for the blood 
drives, held every eight 
weeks on a Monday in  

Fellowship Hall.  A wonderful 
team of caring nurses and 
technicians come from 
Heartland Blood Center to 
perform this vital service.  In 
recent years, our donations 
have declined from 30-35 
units per drive to around 20 
units per drive (at our last 
drive, we were only able to 
send 12 units to the blood 
center).  For a variety of rea-
sons, our group of regular 
donors has been decreasing.  
That is why we need you!       
       Did you know... 
 

• Anyone in good health, at 
least 16 years old and 110 
pounds, can donate blood 
every 56 days. 

• Each pint of donated blood 
has the potential to save 
three lives. 

• Someone in the United 
States needs blood every 
two seconds. 

• Shortages of all blood 
types occur during the 
summer and winter holi-
days. 

• The average amount of 
time to donate blood is 
approximately one hour, 
although the actual dona-
tion takes about 10 
minutes.  The four steps 

to blood donation are: 
registration, quick physical, 
donation, and snacks. 

• Donating blood will not 
decrease your strength, 
but it can increase 
strength in the person that 
receives it. 

Please prayerfully consider 
how this life-saving action 
can enrich your life and the 
lives of so many people.  It is 
an easy way to become a 
superhero!  Watch for our 
posters at church, visit 
www.heartlandbc.org, sign 
up for a time slot online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org, and 
come join our amazing group 
of blood donors! 
 

For more information about 
our blood drives or the 
work of the Health & Well-
ness ministry at Grace, con-
tact me, Barb McCarthy:   
s-bmccarthy@sbcglobal.net 
or 630-579-4588. 
 

NNEXTEXT  BBLOODLOOD  
DDRIVERIVE    

MMONDAYONDAY, J, JUNEUNE  11  
3:303:30--7:30 7:30 PMPM  

IINN  FFELLOWSHIPELLOWSHIP  
HHALLALL    

Health and Wellness   By Barb McCarthy, Health and Wellness Committee 

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  

MAY 

The title of Diar-
maid MacCullu-
ch's Christianity: 
The First Three 
Thousand Years 

(and the BBC video production based on the book) is re-
vealing. MacCulluch writes, "I have given the book a subtitle 
which invites the reader to consider whether Christianity 
has a future (the indications, it must be said, can hardly be 
other than affirmative); yet it also points to the fact that 
what became Christian ideas have a human past in the 
minds of people who lived before the time of Jesus 
Christ…I hope that this book will help readers stand back 
from Christianity, whether they love it or hate it, or are 
simply curious about it, and see it in the round."  MacCul-
luch was born into a family for whom "religion was a three-

generation family business" and raised in a rec-
tory in East Anglia. He is Professor of the His-
tory of the Christian Church at Oxford; his 
works have won the National Book Critics 
Circle Award, the Wolfson Prize, the British 
Academy Prize, the Whitbread, and others. 
Here he seeks to "synthesize the current state 
of historical scholarship across the world...for a larger audi-
ence...Many think of such settings as an ivory-towered re-
treat from reality, and they will have some justification for 
their opinion if those within the university do not extend 
the discussion out beyond its walls. That is what I seek to 
do here." This is a history rich in the detail of the lived ex-
perience of individual believers.  For further reading: http://
www.thinkingfaith.org/articles/book_20100324_1.htm 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

By Angela McCurdy 
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HVAC Project Hits Midpoint, Accelerated Giving Needed  

By John Bodine, Building 
Committee Chair 
 

We have reached the 
midpoint of our HVAC 
project, and things are 
going well. We are 
scheduled for air condi-

tioning start up and testing during the 
first week of May. Midwest Mechanical 
will then begin work on the heating 
system and will expect to have that 
completed by July. Testing of the heat-
ing system will have to wait until the 
weather begins to cool around the  
October time frame. 
 

Grace Members can help us out 
tremendously during this period 
by accelerating estimate of giving 
payments to earlier in the year, 
rather than later. This will help us 
sustain the monthly $80,000 payments 
until October 2015 without excessive 
borrowing. We have approximately 

$235,000 committed from mem-
bers as Annual Capital Fund con-
tributions, and if a good propor-
tion of that can be submitted in 
the 2nd quarter rather than the 3rd 
or 4th, we will be a much more 
comfortable cash position. 
 

The keycard access installation project 
has been completed, effectively enabling 
automation of the scheduled locking 
and unlocking of selected external 
doors for Grace as well as incorporat-
ing the internal Parent’s Day Out door. 
Key fobs will be provided to key staff 
and members consistent with the policy 
being developed and reviewed by 
Grace Trustees. 
 

Looking down the road, there are two 
remaining projects that are intended 
for completion within the constraints  
of the Capital Fund: the lower parking 
lot repaving and the resurfacing of the 
roof. We will need to rebuild our cash 

reserve following the end of HVAC 
payments to complete both of these 
projects, and we expect to be able to 
tackle the lower parking lot in early 
2016. The work on the roof will not be 
required for another year or two after 
that. 
 

Projects that remain unfunded include 
the outdoor electronic sign, the par-
sonage refurbishing, and high efficiency 
lighting. Some improvements are being 
made on the parsonage, using Trustee 
funds in anticipation of the arrival of 
Pastor Cindy Marino. Many thanks to 
the youth and adults who painted and 
removed wall paper from the parson-
age on April 25.   
 

Some lighting improvements have been 
made also, but the logical benefits in 
labor and reduced energy costs of mov-
ing to all LED lighting throughout Grace 
will need to wait for additional funding. 
 

Come to Pastor Bob’s Retirement 
Luncheon on June 7! 
On Pastor Bob’s last Sunday at Grace, June 7, we will 
honor his 10 years with us and his retirement from 
pastoral ministry with a special luncheon and program 
for him and Marlene.  Tickets are on sale in the Activi-
ty Center on Sundays and in the church office during 
the week.  Tickets are $10/adult; $5 for children 6-12 
(children under 5 are free); $25/family.  Please join us! 

THIS M
OTHER’S DAY W

EEKEND! 



 

4  May 2015 

On April 17, Grace member 
and chair of our Religion and 
Race Commission Ralph Keiser 
received the Heidi Moll 
Schoedel Open Arms Award for 
his work with refugees over the 
past ten years.  He has helped 
more than 25 refugees prepare 
for and pass their U.S. citizen-
ship tests.  Here, in Ralph’s 
own words, is what these expe-
riences have meant to him: 
 

Ten years ago, I had just re-
tired when I noticed a re-
quest for volunteers in Grace 
Notes from a staff member 
who knew the people of Ex-
odus World Service and that 
they were looking for a vol-
unteer tutor. I had taught 
Sunday School for over 40 
years at the time, and I had 
taught customers and sales-
men as a technical support 
person for a scientific instru-
ment manufacturer in Oak 
Brook. So I responded.  
 

I was contacted by Julie  
Carlsen, one of the members 
of the Exodus World Service 
team, and invited to visit a 
man from Sudan.  Now living 
in Wheaton for the last five 
years, this man wanted to 
study to become a U.S. citi-
zen. When I met James 
Deng, I was drawn in by his 
story of escape from Sudan, 
having lost his job because 
he refused to give up his 
Christian faith and convert 
to a militant Muslim religion. 

He had first been fired, then 
beaten up, then left for dead, 
when a "good samaritan" 
found him, brought him to a 
hospital to bandage his 
wounds and gave him money 
to take the train to Cairo, 
Egypt. In Cairo, he called his 
wife and asked her to bring 
their eight children and 
come to Cairo. Six months 
later, with the help of World 
Relief in Wheaton, James and 
his wife and children arrived 
in Wheaton. James told me 
that through this entire or-
deal, he had never stopped 
believing that God was look-
ing after him...that he had 
always trusted God to see 
him through. When he said 
this, I knew that God had 
called me to tutor James and 
to help him to become a U.S. 
citizen. Four months later, 
James passed his test and 
became a citizen. I was 
hooked.  
 

My name was passed around 
the Sudanese community in 
Wheaton and Glendale 
Heights, and soon I was suc-
cessful in teaching a number 
of other refugee immigrants 
to become U.S. citizens. I 
helped them with English as 
a Second Language and 
taught them basic U.S. histo-
ry, government, geography, 
and the names of key per-
sons in the U.S. and Illinois 
State governments so that 

they could pass their tests.  
I have been truly impressed 
with their burning desire to 
learn and their generous 
hospitality. I have never been 
invited into their homes 
without having a cup of tea 
or a glass of water in my 
hand within minutes of my 
arrival. That is usually ac-
companied by a plate of 
homemade cookies.  
 

Over the ten years I have 
tutored, I have met people 
from Sudan, Somalia, Ethio-
pia, Eritrea, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Croatia, 
Russia, Uzbekistan, Burma, 
Bhutan, Mexico, Jamaica, and 
Cuba. I have learned about 
their cultures and their reli-
gions (many have been mod-
erate Muslims who were 
treated as badly by militant 
Muslims as were Christians 
and Jews). Many have come 
to the U.S. for freedom of 
religion and freedom from 
oppression, as did our Pil-
grim forefathers almost 400 
years ago. I have come to 

love these refugee immi-
grants and their children, and  
I have come to fully realize 
what we have in America 
that draws these refugee 
immigrants here. Most of us 
do not fully appreciate what 
we have with freedom of 
speech and religion. We do 
not realize how many people 
around the world do not 
have an education because, 
in their countries, education 
is only for the rich.  
 

I see the words of God to 
the Hebrews, to look after 
the stranger in their land, 
because they were once 
strangers too, and I realize 
that each one of us comes 
from families who were once 
immigrants in the U.S. who 
needed someone to care 
about them and help them, 
as Exodus World Service 
helps refugee immigrants 
today. And I know why I am 
called by God to volunteer 
as a tutor to refugee immi-
grants. 
 

Ralph Keiser Receives Award For 
10-Year Commitment to Refugees  

Ralph Keiser (second from left) received the Heidi Moll Schoedel 
Open Arts Award at Drury Lane on April 17.   

Ham Ball Luncheon Another Success 
Our United Methodist Women’s annual Ham Ball Lunch-
eon is so famous, a reporter from the Naperville Sun called 
us to report on it (rather than the other way around)!  
This year, the event brought in $4,156 for local, national 
and international UMW missions, and approximately 450 
from Grace and the community attended.  Many thanks to 
Ann Walczak, Chris St. John, and all who planned, cooked 
for, served at, cleaned up after, and attended the luncheon. 

Pastor Tammy 
Scott enjoys the 
Ham Ball Lunch-
eon on April 17 
with her baby 
twin girls, Hannah 
and Haylee. 
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              Our People 
 Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Madge Birkey, aunt of Jill Ridder 
Ryan Cosgrove, son of Terry and Jan Cosgrove 
Alfred Hoekstra, Jr., husband of Irene Hoekstra 
Carol Lippincott, aunt of Polly White 
Len Waters, nephew of Joan Cole 
Tom Yensho, brother of Becky Hornbeck 

      Celebrations and Congratulations 

Haylee and Hannah Scott, twin daughters of Pastor  
Tammy and Derrick Scott, were born on March 17 
Fred and Judy Graham recently celebrated 50 years of 
marriage  
Fay and Ray Seidlitz recently celebrated 58 years of  
marriage 
Alexander McCurdy celebrates his Eagle Court of Honor 
on May 23, 2:00 p.m., at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in 
Naperville.  All in our Grace family are welcome to attend.   
Alexander McCurdy scored a perfect 36 on his ACT 
Charlie Tschirhart (pictured) was one of two  
California Institute of Technology seniors to receive 
the 2015 Hertz Foundation Fellowship. There were 
over 800 applicants for this prestigious award. 
Bob Piper celebrates his 93rd birthday on May 22; 
please send greetings to 104 Devon Lane, Naperville, IL  
60540 
Matt Blanton, Kara Bykerk, Matthew DiNolfo,  
Meredith Hutt, Amy John, Rachel Kern, Christopher 
Kiefer, Taylor Kimery, Nathan Kostka, Jenna 
MacLaughlin, Chase McClure, Eric Mitchell, Cory  
Popov, Dune Popov, James Sobeck, Madison Stuart 
and Karson Wehrli were confirmed on May 3 

                         Baptisms 

Confirmand James Joseph Sobeck presented himself for 
baptism on April 12 
Chidubem Innocent Agu, son of Nnaemeka and  
Obianuju Agu, was baptized on April 19 
Emily Ann Dunn, daughter of Matt and Christy Dunn, was 
baptized on April 26 
Jacob Carl Hansen, son of Charles and Anna Hansen, was 
baptized on April 26 
Confirmands Taylor Kimery, Cory Popov and Dune  
Popov, presented themselves for baptism on May 3 

May 2015 

All God’s Creatures  
Great and Small 

Please submit your photos with a “bio-like” description 
either of the animal(s) or an explanation of where the pho-
to was taken and any relevant details.  Photos can be of 
domestic pets or animals in the wild—your backyard, a 
park, on vacation, safari, etc.  Please do not send photos 
that were not taken either by you or someone you 
know—no Internet downloads, please.  Please e-mail your 
photos and copy to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or 
drop in the church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Photos will be 
returned upon request.  

Xena 

One year ago, Cathy Connor’s precious dog, Xena, was 
attacked by two large dogs. As a result, Xena lost one of 
her front legs. This was a very traumatic time for both 
Cathy and Xena. After all the physical wounds had healed, 
Xena returned to her normal happy and energetic self.  
Initially, she was a little apprehensive and startled easily. 
This too became better with time. At first, Cathy thought 
she would bring the attacking dogs’ owners to court in 
order to recoup the enormous vet costs and to let them 
know that they needed to take responsibility for their 
dogs’ behavior.  But, not only did Cathy not want to revisit 
that unpleasant time, conjuring up all the feelings and imag-
es that went with it, but she also came to realize that the 
only way she could move on was to do exactly what her 
dog did: let go of the past, what happened, and how things 
used to be. “I need to be fully present today and not con-
stantly look back. After all, right outside my door, the 
whole world is just waiting to be enjoyed and explored,” 
said Cathy.  Amen! 

The deadline for news submissions for 
the June issue of Grace Notes is Monday, 
May 25.  Please send news to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 
630-355-1748, ext. 3240, or drop in the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.   

Thank You to Our Newest 
Stephen Leaders! 
Many thanks to VANESSA COFFEY and 
VALERIE PERRY, who were commis-
sioned as Stephen Leaders on April 26.  
Stephen Ministry offers listening  
compassion for people going through a 
particularly difficult time.   


