
 

8   

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540-7424 

Non-profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

NAPERVILLE, IL 

PERMIT NO. 75 

 

Holy Smokes!  Sunday, April 27, 
marked our Third Annual Drive-Thru 
BBQ, and the smells and tastes did not 
disappoint!  More than 60 volunteers, 
plus staff from 5-Bs Catering in Water-
man, IL, prepared and served 596 deli-
cious pork chop, chicken, and hot dog 
meals.  All had the blessing of sharing 
the beautiful day with people from our 
congregation and our community! 
 

 

 

Holy Smokes is a fundraiser that 
benefits both our Side x Side and 
Hope @ Home youth summer 
missions.  Side x Side will travel 
to Tahlequah, OK, this year to 
work with Habitat for Humanity, 
First United Methodist Church 
of Tahlequah, and Cherokee 
Nation. Tahlequah is the capital 
of Cherokee Nation.  Both Side x Side 
and Hope @ Home are excellent  
opportunities for our youth and their 
adult chaperones to give of themselves 
and set their hearts and minds to being 
the change they want to see in our 
world.  Partnering with other organiza-
tions that have the same hope com-
pounds our ability to have a positive 
impact.  Travelers attending Side x 
Side range in age from 14 on up 

(there is no age cap).  

 

Hope @ Home, our  
Chicagoland mission, is open to  
anyone who has completed fifth grade 
and also involves adult mentors/
chaperones.  
 

The youth of Grace are so very 
blessed to have so many who are  
behind their efforts to 
make a change.  Thank 
you to all who supported 
Holy Smokes! 

Drive-Thru BBQ Another Smokin’ Success! 
By Gaye Lynn Loufek, Grace Youth Director 

ACT NOW if you want to attend SidexSide or Hope@Home this summer!  
Register at peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry. 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church May 2014 

“I’m really excited to 
meet the people of 
Grace,” said Tammy 
Biltgen, who will replace 
Pastor Lisa Telomen on 
July 1 as Administrative 
Deacon at Grace.  “I truly 
feel called to help people 
find their passion, whatev-
er it is, so they can know 
how and where to serve 
God.”  Currently a teach-
er’s assistant at Minooka 
Intermediate School and 
Minister of Youth and  
Education at Minooka 

United Methodist Church, Tammy 
was initially asked to help our Staff-
Parish Relations Committee 
(SPRC) understand the role and 
option of a Deacon in place of an 
administrative pastor.  A month 
later, SPRC interviewed her and 
two others for the position.  
“Tammy was selected based on her 
credentials, her experience at oth-
er churches, her life experiences, 
and her sense of humor,” said 
SPRC member Steve Correll.   
 

As Pastor Bob explained in his let-
ter in Grace Notes last month, Tam-
my’s position as Deacon in an  
administrative capacity is new and, 
as yet, relatively unique within the 
UMC.  “It was only after about the 
year 2000 that we saw any persons 
come through the seminary on this 
track,” he said.  “This is our first 
opportunity in the history of the 
denomination.”   
 

As an undergraduate of the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago, Tammy, 
who grew up in Lockport, IL, ini-

tially wanted to work in radio 
broadcasting.  But the effect of 
some “life-changing” mission trips 
she’d taken as a church youth 
group leader in high school pulled 
her closer to the call of serving 
God, which really blossomed dur-
ing her college years.  At Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary in 
the early 2000s, Tammy set her 
sights on becoming an Elder.   
Later, however, she felt called to 
work that would allow her to claim 
her own direction in ministry.  
Deacons, as opposed to itinerant 
Elders, are allowed to seek their 
own employment and are not 
moved from church to church by 
the Bishop.  As a result, said Tam-
my, “I was able to seek a church 
that meets my gifts, and churches 
that need my gifts could seek me.”  
She added, “I’m also very happy I’ll 
be a full-time employee.  I haven’t 
worked full-time in one church in 
four years!”   
 

Some of the gifts Tammy is looking 
forward to sharing with Grace are 
her ability to help people find their 
strengths in ministry and service to 
God and to be personally invita-
tional in bringing others to God, 
and to Grace.  “I want new people 
to feel free to come here, and I 
want current members to feel free 
to say to someone on the soccer 
field or wherever, ‘this is where I 
go to church, and I’d love for you 
to come, too’.”  Tammy is also 
looking forward to developing and 
growing programs that build and 
increase one’s faith, particularly 
among youngsters.   
 

“Quality programming for children 
and youth is essential.” 
 

Outside of ministry, Tammy is a 
sports enthusiast who completed 
the Chicago Triathlon last August 
and has also completed two half-
marathons.  “I’m going to do the 
Naperville half-marathon this year 
too!” said the avid Cubs fan, who is 
no stranger to a good game of ball 
herself.  The oldest of three girls, 
Tammy also delights in spending 
time with her stair-step nieces and 
nephews (ages 5,4,3,2,1), taking 
them to the park and the zoo.  She 
enjoys films, musical theater, and 
the endless reading possibilities of 
the Kindle she received as a 
Christmas gift.  “I am very excited 
to get started here,” said the ener-
getic, affable new hire, who will 
attend the May NOW Council 
meetings as well as worship on 
June 29.  When the time comes, 
let’s make her feel right at home! 

Grace Welcomes Deacon Tammy Biltgen July 1   By Barb Ceruti 
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Pastor’s Journal        
 
 

Our wonderful Easter celebration has passed, and Grace looks forward to the future.  Our Firm 
Foundation Forever capital project campaign to renovate and restore our building is completing its 
first year this month.  We will have a re-dedication of this campaign on Pentecost Sunday, June 8.  
Watch for a letter with more details regarding the capital campaign coming in the mail. 
 

In the tradition of Grace, volunteers have been putting in the low voltage wiring for our communi-
cations and fire alarm systems.  This is great fellowship that comes with a sense of accomplishment in getting the church 
ready for the parts of a project that must be done by a licensed contractor.  Our building committee will continue to find 
opportunities for volunteers as plans progress for the remainder of this year. 
 

The failure of two of our boilers in the weeks before Easter has been a challenge.  Their replacement was part of the 
original campaign goal, but we hoped we could put this part off for another year.  The Building Committee, together with 
the Grace Trustees, have made a quick response possible.  Without Firm Foundation Forever campaign resource available, 
Grace would have struggled to replace these units.  Timing is everything. 
 

In the first year of the campaign, Grace has received almost half of the money it will take to complete our goals.  We 
know it will be a challenge to complete the task in the coming two years unless we make it a priority.  But, together, we 
will be ready for another generation to call Grace their church home. 
 

         Grace and Peace, 

 
By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

It is now two months ‘til my family and I move to LaGrange, and I want to begin thanking you for 
all you have given us... 
As a church family, you 
have been so gracious 
to welcome us into the 
community and into 
your lives.  Our boys 
have grown to be young 
men here, and your 
mentoring has been a 
big part of why they are 
the thoughtful, caring 
young men they are.  
Both my father and 
Rodney’s died while we 
were here at Grace, 
and you folks carried us 
through our time of 
grief.  Both of our 
mothers become seri-
ously ill while we were 
here, and Rodney’s 
mother died as well.  
You helped us to care 
for our moms when 
they needed us most, 
and we are so grateful 
for that.  Most of all, 
you carried us and 
cared for us while Rod-
ney was so sick and 

receiving treatment for 
cancer. Words cannot 
convey the depth of 
gratitude we have for 
your generosity and 
love that enfolded us.  
Your prayers, gifts of 
prayer shawls, food, 
time for me to be avail-
able to Rodney, Jeff and 
his mother, assistance 
with Jeff and Cathe-
rine’s needs while I was 
with Rodney…You tru-
ly were GRACE, God’s 
Grace, to us.   
 

I have been so blessed 
as well to have had the 
opportunity to go on 
overseas, local and re-
gional mission trips with 
you, to share in the 
grace we extend to 
those truly in need.   
That has enriched my 
faith and my life so 
much! I am a much bet-
ter Christian for having 
shared in these mission 

projects with you.  I 
have also grown so 
much from the many 
study groups I have led 
and been part of with 
many different groups  
at Grace:  staff, youth, 
confirmation, Sisters, 
neighborhood groups, 
Disciple classes...I have 
gained so much by 
learning your perspec-
tives, insights, and life 
experiences about how 
God transforms our 
lives with grace!  I also 
appreciate so much hav-
ing the opportunity to 
grow in faith by attend-
ing the Academy of 
Spiritual Formation (my 
spiritual place!) while 
serving here and sharing 
my learnings with you.   
 

It has been a pleasure 
to share more about 
ways to pray, study, and 
draw closer to God 
with you all, particularly 

during our Lenten sea-
sons, but also in other 
group settings.  This 
past year I have begun 
attending classes with 
the conference Institute 
of Congregational  
Development, learning 
how to plant and 
“turnaround” church 
congregations.  This has 
given me many wonder-
ful new ideas for grow-
ing congregations 
through worship, evan-
gelism, education and 
mission.  We are con-
sidering and starting 
some new initiatives at 
Grace because of this 
training.  Thank you for 
giving me the time to 
learn and share ideas 
back here with you!   
 

I am so grateful for the 
many ways I have been 
able to expand my un-
derstanding of ministry 
with you all, in these 

ways and many more – 
through the Open 
Doors Ministry, our 
Green ministries, Parish 
Nurse ministry, Stephen 
Ministry, interfaith pro-
grams, and I look for-
ward to sharing these 
learnings at my next 
parish. You have truly 
enriched and empow-
ered my faith and my 
life.  I will carry you 
with me in my heart 
and prayers and give 
thanks to God for your 
presence in my life, for 
the rest of my days.   
 

Here’s to two more 
wonderful months  
together sharing God’s 
blessings and strength-
ening each other for the 
next part of our jour-
ney in faith! 
 

Blessed to be with you,
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By Gay Craig, Hunger Committee Chair 
 

On February 13, 14 and 15 of this year, volunteers from 
14 local churches and various organizations and schools 
gathered at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church to pack 
meals that will feed 1,427 children for one year.  Each 
meal, costing just 22 cents each, will be their only meal of 
the day.  The Mobile Pack event, sponsored by Feed My 
Starving Children, brought together 2,321 volunteers to 
pack a total of 520,992 meals, which will be sent to dying 
children in North Korea, Nicaragua and the Philippines.  
Grace UMC contributed $11,000 for the cost of 50,000 
manna pack meals (doubling our 2013 commitment!) and 
provided 178 enthusiastic volunteers to power-pack their 
way through eight two-hour shifts.   
 

Volunteers as young as five participated, most of them 
from our Grace children’s choirs, which raised the money 
to fund the meals they packed.  For those who preferred 
other tasks, volunteers labeled bags, scooped or poured 
ingredients, and registered volunteers at check-in.   At the 
conclusion of each shift, the activity stopped, the music 

was turned off, and 
prayers were lifted 
up in blessing the 
manna packs and in 
thanksgiving to our 
Gracious Father.  
Thank you to the all 
the children and 
their parents, our 
Harvest Home do-
nors, and to the “Gift of Love” concert singers, musicians 
and wristband wearers, who donated so generously to 
feed God’s hungry lambs.    
 

This June, July and August, the Hunger Ministry will sell 
wristbands for $10 on “casual dress Sundays” (June 15, 
July 20 and August 17) to raise funds for the 2015 Feed 
the Need Mobile Pack planned for February 13-15.   
 

For information on previous Mobile Packs and more about 
2014 to come, visit www.feedtheneednaperville.org.  
 

2014 “Feed the Need” Mobile Pack Feeds 1,427 Children For a Year 

“Secret Message of 
Jesus” Study  
Begins May 11 

All are 
wel-
come, 
men and 
women, 
to a 
study of 
“The 
Secret 
Message 
of Je-

sus,” by Brian McLaren, led 
by Mark Himel at 9:30 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  This 
three-part study runs May 
11, 18 and 25 and is based 
on the single idea that Jesus, 
in sharing His message 
through parables and ques-
tions to graciously protect 
those who did not want to 
listen, was able to “hide” 
pieces and parts of the Gos-
pel across the centuries 
from anyone unwilling to 
live for Christ in the King-
dom.  Please join us—all are 
welcome! 

Cloth Diapers for 
Layette Kits 
Grace is joining with 
churches around the Aurora 
District to collect folded 
cloth diapers (meaning al-
ready folded at time of pur-
chase) for layette kits given 
to new mothers in need 
through Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center.  Cloth 
diapers can be purchased at 
Babies R Us and BuyBuy 
Baby.  Collection boxes are 
in the narthex, near Fellow-
ship Hall, and by the Activity 
Center, throughout this 
month. 
 

Drivers Needed for 
Hesed Guests 
Volunteers are needed to 
provide transportation to 
dental services for guests of 
Hesed House in Aurora.  
Hesed House provides com-
prehensive services for 
homeless families and indi-
viduals.  Two volunteers per 
vehicle will transport guests 
(one driver, one accompa-

nying rider) within the west-
ern suburbs.  To volunteer 
or find out more, contact 
Karen Masters at 630-369-
6867 or Bruce Bachmeier  
at Hesed House (630-914-
6429).   
 

It’s Not Too Early 
for VBS! 
Vacation 
Bible School, 
“Workshop 
of Won-
ders” July 
14-18, is  
really just around the cor-
ner!  It’s certainly not too 
early to register your chil-
dren to attend and/or sign 
up to help out in the many 
ways adults and teens will 
be needed this summer—
crafts, games, music, teach-
ers and leaders for pre-
school and Marketplace...!  
Registration forms for chil-
dren (aged two through the 
completion of fourth grade) 
and adult/teen/apprentices 
are available online at  

peopleofgrace.org/vacation_ 
bible_school or outside the 
church office.  Sign up! 
 

DuPage River 
Sweep May 17 
Again this year, the Grace 
Church & Society team is 
partnering with the Conser-
vation Foundation to partici-
pate in the annual DuPage 
River Sweep on Saturday, 
May 17.  All interested in 
helping to clean up a por-
tion of the DuPage River 
near our church property 
and areas of nearby Veter-
ans Park and Lincoln Park-
way, please meet at Grace 
at 9:00 a.m.  We will work 
until noon; in case of rain, 
we will set a rain date.  Sign-
ups will be in the Activity 
Center on May 11.  This is a 
great family project and a 
wonderful service to our 
community 
and our  
environ-
ment!   
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Honoring Pastor Lisa 
On July 1, Administrative Pastor Lisa Telomen and her 
family of husband Rodney and sons Christopher and Jef-
frey will move to LaGrange, IL, where Lisa will begin a 
new job as lead pastor at First UMC in that city.  While 
we will certainly be sad to see her go, we’re excited to 
celebrate her nine years of ministry at Grace with a 
luncheon in her honor on Sunday, June 22, 12:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to attend this  
special and fun (like Lisa!) event; please watch for ticket 

information coming soon in Grace in Mission and Grace Notes next month.   
 

As part of the honorary luncheon, a memory book is being created, includ-
ing letters from our Grace family of fond memories of Lisa as well as favor-
ite photos of Lisa.  Please place letters and photos in the envelope in the 
church office for this purpose.  Please do not fold your letters, as they will 
be placed in a scrapbook, and please identify any people and/or activities in photos, if appropriate.  Digital photos can be 
e-mailed to Harold Workman at hworkman@wowway.com.   
 

Please submit all letters and photos by Sunday, May 18.  Thank you for your help in making this special memento 
for a very special person, and please make room in your schedule to attend the luncheon in her honor!   
 

Please contact Trudy Andsager at 630-904-0819 or tandsager@aol.com with questions or for further information.   

 
 
 
 
 

From Angela McCurdy 
The movie is in the making, but you may want 
to read the book first. Phenomenally popular 
since first published in 2012, The Fault in Our 
Stars is the work of award-winning author 
John Green.  The Grace Church Library includes works of  
fiction for young children, tweens and teens, as well as adults.  
Please stop in and check out our growing collection! 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

Youth Outlook Joins Lead With 
Love May 18 
Lead with Love, members of Grace UMC who are  
actively pursuing the intentional welcoming of LGBTQ 
(questioning) persons, will meet again on Sunday,  
May 18, 4:00 p.m. in Room 254.  Jeremy Majeski from 
Youth Outlook will be our speaker.  He is a former 
board member and a current volunteer for this organi-
zation, which is committed to providing a safe, sup-
portive, respectful environment for LGBTQ adoles-
cents and allies.  They have served over 1,800 youth in 
DuPage, Kane and DeKalb Counties.  Youth Outlook 
also provides community education, drop-in centers, 
and youth leadership  
programs.  All youth, par-
ents and allies of LGBTQ 
persons are invited to 
attend this gathering to 
explore how we can be-
come more welcoming.  

Arthur Landwehr’s Sermons Digitized! 
 

All of them, all the way back to 1955!  This is the 
United Library of Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary’s first digitized sermon series ever!    
Check it out at: 
garrett.edu/news/1555-arthur-landwehr   

We Want YOU In Our Pictures!  Sign Up For a Sitting! 
Photo sittings for our pictorial membership directory will continue at Grace June 4-7,  
3:00-9:00 p.m., with sign-ups in the Activity Center on Sundays.  Sign-ups are also online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org (click the icon shown here on the home page), or you may call  
Sharon Ferguson or Phyllis Pepiot in the church office (630-355-1478, exts. 3223 or 3222).   
FREE DIRECTORY AND FREE 8X10 FOR ALL WHO SIT FOR A PORTRAIT  

         NO SITTING FEE AND NO OBLIGATION TO PURCHASE PORTRAITS   
Alternate photo locations and dates; please call for appointments:  St. Joseph Parish in Downers Grove (630-964-0216), MAY 19-23 and MAY 
27-31; Divine Savior Parish in Downers Grove (630-969-1532), MAY 16-17;  First UMC in Downers Grove (630-968-7120), MAY 19-21. 
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Many of our members 
are aware that we 
have had to replace 
the two boilers in the 
new section of the 
building over the past 
month. Both failed 
within a few days of 
each other, but fortu-

nately this was well after the deepest 
winter cold and well within our time-
line for capital improvement of the 
HVAC system. Replacement of these 
units had been budgeted, and we’ve 
been able to get a purchase price in 
line with expectations. 
 

The Building Committee is completing 
the volunteer wiring portion of the 
fire alarm upgrade project and we  
expect installation of new “intelligent” 
detectors and components by Sound, 
Inc. to be accomplished this month. 
The fire department will then come in 
to inspect and sign off on the project. 
Many thanks to the wiring team 
(Gregg Chalecki, Dennis 
Groenenboom, Ron Laub, Steve  
Peters, Frank Ruerup, and Harold 
Workman), who braved the dust and 
entanglements above the ceiling tiles 
to save Grace about $30,000 in labor 
costs!  
 

We’ve come to several decision 
points with the HVAC project, though 
it’s still early in the design stage. The 
Building Committee has decided to 
relocate the large chiller that serves 
the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and 
classroom areas from the Grace 
courtyard. Key objectives for this 
move are to improve access for 
maintenance, reduce noise levels in 
the courtyard for surrounding offices 

and classrooms, and also to enhance 
use of the courtyard’s Lacy Memorial 
Garden area for wedding pictures and 
a pastoral setting for those remem-
bering loved ones.  
 

When the chiller was first installed, 
the space away from it and the build-
ing was open, and it was only after 
construction of the new section of the 
building that the courtyard became 
enclosed. This created an echo cham-
ber for the fans of the chiller.  The 
resulting noise has been a source of 
irritation and a detraction from the 
quiet beauty of the garden area, limit-
ing its use. In addition, the new rec-
ommended chiller has a much larger 
footprint and would require substan-
tial reduction of the garden area if 
placed in the current site.  
 

We are assessing two locations for 
the new unit, one outside of the 
Grace kitchen facing Gartner Road; 
the other on the roof over the Ste-
phen Ministry Lounge area. We have  
a tentative “okay” from the City of 
Naperville for placement outside of 
the kitchen, since it is sufficiently far 
enough away from the roadway to 
avoid being a problem. We will ensure 
proper screening to maintain aesthet-
ics. The trade-off between the two 
locations will be cost, though the 
ground level site will provide the best 
access for maintenance. We have also 
elected to consolidate our large main 
chiller with the separate chillers cur-
rently used for the Chapel, the Fire-
side Room, and the offices around the 
Stephen Ministry Lounge, all of which 
were scheduled to be replaced. This 
will improve efficiency and reduce 
cost.  
 

Another enhancement will be in-
stalling improved ventilation for the 
Chancel area and humidity control for 
the Sanctuary. We’ll also price an op-
tion for humidity control in Fellowship 
Hall. A final improvement area will be 
installing modern controls for thermo-
stats in our classroom areas, so that 
temperature settings for these spaces 
can be optimized for comfort and effi-
ciency. 
 

We have contacted an engineering 
firm that has provided a proposal for 
assessing our parking lots and assisting 
with a bidding process for resurfacing 
and reconstruction of our base where 
needed. We are working to align 
these services and costs with our 
needs, and we will continue to update 
you as this effort progresses. 

Spring Building Committee Update    By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 

Grace volunteers have been hard at work 
installing wiring for our communications 
and fire alarm systems.   

 Healing Worship in May 
Many in our Grace family have been immensely comforted and strengthened by our healing worship 
services.  Healing worship involves prayer with the laying on of hands and support of others and 
anointing of the forehead with a small amount of sacred healing oils, if people choose.  This month, 
healing worship services are on Saturdays, May 10 and May 24, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center 
during Saturday Evening Worship.  Sunday healing worship (dates TBA) occurs in the Chapel during 
the closing hymn at 8:15 and 9:30 worship and at the end of 11:00 worship.   
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FRIDAY, MAY 9 
HEALTHY FAMILY 
RELATIONSHIPS 
6:00-8:30PM 
Men, women and couples are 
invited to Fellowship of Chris-
tian Men’s spring forum on 
“Healthy Family Relationships,” 
led by pastoral counselor and 
psychotherapist Rev. Dr. Carol 
Findon.  Program follows 6:00 
dinner in Room 254.  Invite 
your friends and neighbors! 
FRIDAY, MAY 9, 6:30PM 
& SUN., MAY 11, 11AM 
CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 
Spend Mother’s Day Weekend 
with the Grace Children’s 
Choirs, who are presenting 
“Oh, Jonah!,” a whale of a tale 
about much more than a whale 
swallowing a human.  These spe-
cial presentations are dedicated 
to the memory of Shirley Hoff-
man, director of Grace Junior 
Singers for over 50 years. 
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 
8:30-11:30AM 
TRUSTEES’ SPRING 
CLEAN-UP DAY 
Bring your rakes, tarps, garden 
tools, etc. to the upper parking 
lot and help the Grace Trustees 
spruce up our grounds for the 
spring season!  Bring the whole 
family for service and fellowship! 

SATURDAY, MAY 17, 9:30AM-12:00PM 
CROSS TRAINING FOR SINGERS 
Grammy winners, Tony winners, Broadway stars...all have 
studied with Randy Buescher, a Chicago-based voice teacher, 
singer, lecturer, and voice therapist.  Randy is coming to the 
intimacy of the Grace Sanctuary to coach those who want to 
learn to sing in a contemporary or musical theater style.  Cost 
is $10 in advance (tickets at peopleofgrace.org/concerts) or 
$15 at the door.  To simply attend and learn, please register 
your attendance on our concerts page.  To sing with Randy, 
please register to both attend AND to sing (two separate 
links; no additional charge to sing).  Or scan the QR codes on 
the above graphic (left one to attend; right one to sing). 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 17, 7:00 P.M., 5TH HOUSE 
ENSEMBLE IN “LUNA DE CUERNOS” 
Danger lurks in the garden.  Come find out how a tight-knit 
group of friends combat threat and risk in their neighborhood 
in this modern, musical interpretation of a Puerto Rican 
folktale, written by Sarah Becan, based on the true stories of 
Chicagoans.  Performed live by Grace Concert Series artists-
in-residence 5th House Ensemble, “Luna de Cuernos” melds 
classical musicianship with multi-media for a concert experi-
ence you have to see and hear to believe!  Tickets are $12 
adults/$10 seniors 65+/$5 students and children, available at  
www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts, in the church office, or at 
the door.  Scan QR codes above for tickets and program info. 

More events on pages 6 and 7  
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  Please send photos and descriptions of your 
family's pets or wildlife you have snapped in your yard, on vaca-
tion, safari, etc. to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Please make sure that photos were 
taken by you or someone you know—no Internet downloads, 
please.  Photos will be returned upon request.  If you would like 
to see your pet or wild critters in an upcoming issue of Grace 
Notes, contact us today! 

This is Cody, an Australian Shepherd who was adopted by 
Greg and Patty Robinson from a dog rescue group.  He’s 
very active and competes with Greg as his handler in dog 
agility trials, sponsored by the American Kennel Club.   
Cody has earned many titles and awards.  When he’s not 
training and competing, says Patty, “he’s a great companion 
dog and keeps an eye on the three cats that share his 
home!” 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Robert Ameiss, uncle of David Ameiss  
Shirley Hoffman, wife of Robert Hoffman 
Bill Murtha, uncle of George Valesh 
Margaret Muscato, mother of Anthony Muscato 
Paul Nelson, father of Don Nelson 
Elizabeth Isabel Ridder, mother of John Ridder 
David Michael Staton, brother of Jack Staton 
Steve Stroud, friend of Bob and Miriam Lehman 
Mariana Webb, mother of Sheila Tucker 
John Wessling, brother of Joannie Rocchi, uncle of Christopher, 
Jennifer, Sara, and Heather Rocchi 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 

Rob Workman (at left), son of  
Harold and LuRay Workman, complet-
ed the 2014 Boston Marathon on April 
21 with a time of 2:50 hours, finishing 
1,037th out of 36,000 runners.   
Kenzie Lynn Hilsenbeck, daughter 
of Jeffrey and Beverly Hilsenbeck and 
granddaughter of Jerry and Janet 
Hilsenbeck, was born on March 23 
Oliver Thomas Light, son of Laura 
Bodine Light and Michael Light and 
grandson of John and Linda Bodine, was 
born on April 23 

Allison Andrew and Peter Schmuckal were married April 26 
Jerry and Janet Hilsenbeck celebrated their 45th wedding anni-
versary on April 26 
Lorraine Mitchell celebrates her 93rd birthday on May 12; please 
send greetings to P.O. Box 113303, Anchorage, AK  99511 
Robert Piper celebrates his 92nd birthday on May 22; please send 
greetings to 104 Devon Lane, Naperville, IL  60540 

                   Welcome, New Members! 
                   New members listed in bold 
Anders and Sandy Bovin and their daughter Natalie 
Amanda Dahlin and her husband, Christopher Dahlin 
Jason and Jennifer DeCarlo 
Bill and Linda Fronk 
Jayne Kaszynski and her fiancé Wayne McCallister 
Katelynn Paape and her husband Robert Herther 
Ruth Ann Parsapour 
Bob and Linda Saville 

                             Letters 

Dear Grace Church, 
 

Saying thank you doesn’t seem like enough for the prayers, hospital visits, 
and cards after my two strokes.  Because of Temple Builders and all of 
you, I am doing well and continue to improve. 
 

Most sincerely, 
Myra Hildebrand Riskedal 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Thanks for the cards, meals, transportation as I fought uterine cancer 
last month.  Our prayers were answered as my test results came back 
with Stage 1, Grade A, which means no chemo or radiation needed. 
     —Ruth Allison 

May 2014 

Cody 

Lining Up For  
Hamball 
Luncheon! 
Many thanks to Ann 
Walczak, Chris St. 
John, and all the many 
United Methodist 
Women who made 
our annual Hamball 
Luncheon on April 25 
another great suc-
cess!  Thanks also to 
the women and men 
who attended, made 
food, set up, served, 
and cleaned up.  


