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OPEN DOORS MINISTRY SUNDAY OPENS EYES, MINDS & HEARTS 

“The most  
awesome  

program I’ve ever 
seen— anywhere— 

on the challenges 
and triumphs of 

people with Down  
Syndrome” 

~ John Dudich 
Grace Assistant 
Youth Director 

On Sunday, April 28, 
several speakers from 
the Self-Advocate Pub-
lic Speakers program of 
the National Associa-
tion of Down Syn-
drome inspired Grace 
members at a program 
in Fellowship Hall 
called “In Their Own 
Words,” sponsored by 
the Grace Open Doors 
Ministry.  See Pastor 
Lisa’s letter on page 2 
for more about this 
program.   

Top right:  Rachel Wiskari and Emily Blair speak to Grace members about the Open Doors 
Ministry; lower left and right:  Self-Advocate speakers Adam Swanson and Bridget Brown share 
the joys and achievements of their lives, including Bridget’s receipt of the Self-Advocate Champi-
on of Change award in 2012 and the launch of her own organization, Butterflies for Change. 
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           Make room—-children’s Mother’s Day  

            musical is just around the corner! 
Friday, May 10, 6:30pm and 
Sunday, May 12, 11:00am 
As is tradition, our Grace children’s 
choirs will be presenting their annual 
musical on Mother’s Day weekend.  
What’s new ground this year is the 
subject of the musical and the dates.  
The first presentation is on Friday, 
May 10, at 6:30 p.m. (rather than Sat-
urday); the second is on the traditional 
Mother’s Day Sunday, May 12, during 
11:00 a.m. worship.  Rather than Bibli-
cal storytelling, the subject of this 
year’s musical, Dennis and Nan Allen’s 
“Makin’ Room,” focuses on youth rais-
ing funds for the building of a Habitat 

for Humanity 
home by mak-
ing a music 
video.  And in 
just a month’s 
time, our own 
Grace youth and adults will be return-
ing to Jonesboro, AR, to continue 
work on the Habitat homes they be-
gan there last summer.  Free-will do-
nations for Friday’s presentation will 
benefit the 2013 Side-by-Side mission, 
and both presentations will benefit au-
diences with an important message of 
giving, as God has giv-
en so generously to us! 

During these days 
leading up to our Cap-
ital Campaign Com-
mitment Weekend 
May 18 and 19, we 

are encouraged to: 
 

• PRAY for guidance, and seek God’s 
will for how we are being called to 
respond to this appeal 

• PRAISE God for the mission and 
ministry of Grace 

• PLAN on growing in faith and gen-
erosity through the teachings of 
this campaign 

 

A Firm Foundation Forever will fund 
improvements in the following areas: 
Facility Improvements - HVAC com-
ponent replacement and mainte-
nance; resurfacing of the parking lots; 
a new roof; replacement of inefficient 
lighting. 
Life Safety Upgrades - Installation of 
security camera network; implemen-
tation of keycard access system; up-
grade of the fire alarm system; instal-
lation of classroom phone/intercom 
system. 

Kitchen - Improvement of the drain-
age for the triple sinks; installation of 
a fire suppression system over the 
stove. 

Outreach - External electric signage 
for better communications and out-
reach to our community.   
 

Everyone should have received their 
A Firm Foundation Forever Prayer and 
Commitment packet by now.  If, for 
some reason, you have not received 
a packet, please contact the main 
office (630-355-1748). 
 

On Commitment Week-
end, May 18-19, everyone  
is invited to bring their 
completed commitment 
form to worship, where 
they will be received in a 
special offering.  If you cannot be  
with us that weekend, you may mail 
or drop off your commitment to the 
church office, place it in the offering 
plate in worship prior to May 18-19, 
or make your commitment online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/
capital_campaign_2013.  Thank you!   

We’re On YouTube! 
Capital Campaign 
Creative Leader Jim 
Nelson and Pastor 
Bob Atkins put to-

gether a video for our campaign,  
narrated with interviews from long-
standing and newer members of our 
Grace Church family.  This video 
captures the spirit and excitement 
with which our current edifice was 
built, the life and growth it has sus-

tained over the 
past 40 years, 
and the repairs 

it needs to 
properly con-
tinue serving 
current and 

future generations to come.  Furnac-
es and roofs can be pretty dry stuff, 
but this video is anything but.   
 

Watch it today at YouTube.com  
(search “A Firm Foundation HD”)  
or at www.peopleofgrace.org/
capital_campaign_2013.   

Firm Foundation Campaign Commitment Weekend May 18-19 

Welcome, Spring! 
Parent doves perch on the Lacy  

Garden angel, keeping watch over 
their babies in a nest nearby.  

Furnaces and roofs can 
be pretty dry stuff, but this 
video is anything but. 

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve    race Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church May 2013 
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Pastor’s Journal        

 
Things are changing all around us all the time.  For example, April 30, 2013, came and went without 
much notice because we are so used to the pace of change.  The last day of April marked the 20th 
anniversary of the very first web page and the freely available code behind it.  Yes, just 20 years ago, 
the open protocol we identify with “www” had its first use.  (There is a facsimile of the first world 

wide web page—they called it W3—on the CERN web site: http://info.cern.ch/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html.)   
 

So, seniors who graduate high school this year will not know a world without web pages, unless unrelenting change com-
pletely replaces interactive websites with another protocol in the future.  Many things are changing, from the way we do 
business and work to the expectations of family, neighborhood and community.  It seems not so long ago that I did the 
first “internet wedding” for a couple who met online and spent hours together before they ever laid eyes on one another. 
 

The world is changing, and the Church appears to change in response.  The Church changes not because God is changing, 
but because the world in which God’s people live changes.  Forty-three years ago, Grace planned and moved from the 
downtown area of Naperville to a then-remote site on the south edge of town.  Today, we are preparing to rebuild the 
infrastructure of the building that was constructed here.  We are rebuilding as a witness to God’s unchanging promise in 
the midst of the unrelenting pace of change in our lives. 
 

Join me in supporting our A Firm Foundation Forever campaign as Grace looks forward to the next generation...not blown 
by the winds of change, but standing on the firm foundation of God’s promises. 
           

         Grace and Peace, 
 

May 2013 

 By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

I am becoming more and more convinced that God has blessed us in Christ with the possibility of 
seeing the world and our lives from the perspective of forgiving love.  

It is a countercultural, 
upside-down kind of 
perspective, one that 
says that everyone and 
everything matters and 
that we are all connect-
ed. Jesus lived by that 
perspective and demon-
strated that even death 
cannot put an end to his 
forgiving love.  
 

As our world suffers 
more and more cata-
clysmic crises, the 
Christian perspective 
seems more and more 
necessary.  This month, 
Pentecost will be cele-
brated on May 19, the 
birthday of the church!  
In the second chapter 
of Acts, the story of 
Pentecost is told. In it, 
the disciples were con-
vinced of their mission 
to tell the world of the 
forgiving love and salva-
tion of God through 

Jesus Christ.  In Acts, 
you can read how 
the talents and gifts 
of people were orga-
nized to serve the 
wider community. 
 

As I listened to the 
NADS (National 
Association of Down 
Syndrome) speakers 
in Fellowship Hall on 
April 28, I was convict-
ed once again of how 
important it is for all 
people to know they 
are called and gifted by 
God for ministry to the 
community and the 
world.  These young 
men and women living 
with Down Syndrome 
spoke eloquently of 
their jobs, families, 
friends, and activities 
that bring them joy and 
a sense of purpose in 
their lives.  One, Brid-
get, spoke of writing to 

her Congressperson to 
share her hopes that 
people will be encour-
aged to bear, not abort, 
children with Down 
Syndrome.  What a 
powerful witness, re-
minding us of God’s 
gifts within all of us to 
bring blessings to fami-
lies and communities.  
Many thanks to our 
Open Doors Ministry 
for helping Grace to 
experience these bless-
ings in our congregation 

and community!  
 

Our 2013 confirma-
tion class will be 
confirmed this year 
on the day of Pente-
cost, May 19.  We 
celebrate their tal-
ents and gifts for 
ministry, as they 
make their commit-
ment to serve Christ 

and the community in 
his name, as members 
of Grace. We hope and 
pray that, with these 
new members of our 
faith, we can go out 
strengthened in our 
purpose to live from 
the Christian perspec-
tive each day.  We may 
sometimes think (or 
others may think) we 
have turned our heads 
upside-down to see 
something from God’s 
eyes, but perhaps God 
is looking from the 

proper perspective to 
bring goodness and love 
into the situation.   
 

Many of you made com-
mitments of your time, 
talents and finances this 
past fall in our “Five 
Commitments” stew-
ardship drive.  Pastor 
Bob and I continue to 
try to deploy people to 
the ministries to which 
they feel called.  If you 
have not been contact-
ed for a ministry you 
would like to be part of, 
please contact me at 
lisatelomen@ 
peopleofgrace.org or  
630-355-1748, ext. 226.  
Let us keep one anoth-
er faithful to God’s lov-
ing perspective.   
 

Happy to love and serve 
with you,  
 

  

Thanks to Ruth Dover for provid-
ing a visual for the upside-down, 
countercultural perspective of love! 
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June Grace Notes  
Please submit news, 

photos or articles for the 
June 2013 issue of 
Grace Notes by  

Tuesday, May 28, to  
barbceruti@ 

peopleofgrace.org; call 
630-355-1748, ext. 
240; or drop in the 
church office, ATTN:  

Barb Ceruti.  Your sub-
missions are welcome 
and encouraged, but 

may be edited for space 
and/or content.  All arti-
cles are credited to their 
authors; no anonymous 
items will be published.   

HEALING PRAYER  
SERVICES 

THIS MONTH:   
 

MAY 11 
MAY 25 

 Side-by-Side June 9-16 Jonesboro, AR 
If you are in the “still thinking” phase of your Side-
by-Side plans, now is the time to start acting!  
There are a few spots left for students beginning 
9th grade in the fall through adults, but final num-
bers are needed very soon!  Online registration  
is now closed; please contact Gaye Lynn Loufek  
at rglbhl@aol.com or 630-355-1748, ext. 234. 

 Hope@Home June 25-27 Chicagoland 
Online registration for the Hope@Home mission 
serving organizations in the Chicagoland area clos-
es on May 15.  Students entering 6th grade 
through adults may attend.  Register online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry.  After 
May 15, please contact John Dudich at 630-355-
1748, ext. 239, or jdudich@gmail.com.   

We Want Usher 
 

Okay, a superstar singer would be great 
too, but this is really a ploy to get your  
attention...because we really, really, really 
need ushers!  (And if you have no idea 
who Usher is, you won’t get this refer-
ence at all.)  Ushering is a once-per-
month commitment on a rotating service 
basis, plus one fifth Sunday per year.  For 
example, if you ushered on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 8:15, you’d usher 

the next time, still on the fourth Sunday, at 9:30, then 11:00, and so on.  Ush-
ering is a truly great way to get to know the people of Grace.  It’s not time-
consuming, it’s predictable, and many families enjoy being a husband-wife,  
father-son or mother-daughter team.  Most of all, it’s an extremely needed 
service here at Grace, and we truly need YOU!  Ushering is open to anyone, 
male or female, confirmation age (8th grade) or above.  Please contact Pete 
Lindsay (630-961-1251) or Bob Owensby (630-355-7212) to volunteer or find 
out more.  Note:  especially needed are ushers on the fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Help—we really need you!  Did we mention that? 

S 

Birthday bags for loaves & fishes! 
A birthday is a special event, particularly for a child.  For families who are strug-
gling to put food on the table, a birthday party is a real luxury.  Now through May 
19, please help the Grace Hunger Ministry fill 65 birthday bags with the supplies 
(in total) listed at left.  Loaves & Fishes will then distribute them to families in 
need.  Supplies can be purchased at dollar stores, Osco/Walgreens, etc., grocery 
stores, party supply stores, etc.  Collection boxes are located outside the Activity 
Center, outside the main office, and outside the kitchen (lower level).  Please 
avoid products with commercial themes (Disney, Star Wars, etc.).  Please contact 
Gay Craig at gaygcraig@sbcglobal.net or 630-961-2347 with any questions. 

65 cake mixes (yellow, white, 
chocolate, confetti) · 65 cans of 
frosting (white, chocolate, confet-
ti) · 40 plastic cloths (multi-
colored or balloon design) · 65 
birthday gift bags (13”x18” non-
themed) · 40 boxes of multi-
colored candles · 40 colorful 
streamer packages · 65 sets of 
party favors for 10 children each 

EAT AT BUFFALO 
WILD WINGS ON 

MAY 15 AND RAISE 
FUNDS FOR 

YOUTH SUMMER 
MISSIONS! 

Clip the coupon at the bottom of  
this page; dine in or carry out! 

Want to Go On a Summer Mission?  Time to Get Off the Fence! 



 

6  May 2013 

New Library Titles Memorialize 
Beloved Grace Members 
By Angela McCurdy 

 

As those of you who have visited 
the Grace Church Library have 
seen, several new titles have re-

cently been added to the collection in memory of Grace 
Church members. Most of these books are on display on 
the shelves above the reference collection. Among the 
new titles are: 
                 

The Tenth Parallel: Dispatches from the 
Fault Line between Christianity and  
Islam, by Eliza Griswold. Griswold spent 
seven years between the equator and 
the tenth parallel, in Nigeria, Sudan, So-
malia, Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philip-
pines. More than half of the world’s 
Muslims live along the tenth parallel, as 
do 60 percent of the world’s Christians. 
She set out “to see how Christianity 

and Islam are actually lived every day by huge numbers of 
marginal believers...to record the interwoven stories of 
those who inhabit this territory and whose religious be-
liefs pattern their daily perseverance.”  
(In memory of Roger Holdeman.) 
 

A History of Islam in America: From the New World to 
the New World Order, by Kambiz GhaneaBassiri. 
GhaneaBassiri is an associate professor of religion and 
humanities at Reed College in Portland, Oregon. He has 

served on the editorial board of The En-
cyclopedia of Islam in the United States and 
The Encyclopedia of Muslim-American Histo-
ry.  GhaneaBassiri traces the history of 
Muslims in this country from the first 
recorded arrival in the 15th century, 
through five centuries of immigration and 
conversion, to the present day.  
(In memory of Ron Scoville.) 
 

Understanding Islam and Muslim Traditions: An Introduc-
tion to the Religious Practices, Celebrations, Festivals, 
Observances, Beliefs, Folklore, Customs, and Calendar 
System of the World’s Muslim Communities, Including an 
Overview of Islamic History and Geography, by Tanya 
Gulevich. Designed for non-Muslim readers, this book is 
divided into three sections. The first section contains a 
brief introduction to Islam’s most important religious be-
liefs and practices, a short history of the founding and 

growth of Islam, and an overview of 
the achievements of Islamic civiliza-
tion and its major holy sites. The sec-
ond section discusses religious and 
folk customs. The third covers the 
Islamic calendar and the practices 
associated with Muslim holidays, fes-
tivals, and regularly recurring reli-
gious observances.   
(In memory of Roger Holdeman.) 

 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

As the leaders of our capital 
campaign put together their 
ideas and plans for "A Firm 
Foundation Forever," one 
idea was to include a congre-
gational song of devotion as 
part of our worship and prep-
aration for Commitment 
Weekend May 18-19.  I was 
asked if I could write a song 
that would correspond with 
the tagline "Pray, Praise, Plan” 
as well as the verse from 
Psalm 127:1: "Unless 
the Lord builds the house, the 
builders labor in vain."   

  

I love the opportunity to be 
creative and had been playing 
around with a little melody 
on the piano, so this was just 
the inspiration I needed! I 
wrote this simple little song 

to express the idea of being 
willing to allow God to use us 
through the power of the 
Holy Spirit in whatever way 
He leads, knowing that only 
through Him will His work be 
accomplished and His king-
dom be advanced in the 
world. The verses basically 
express this prayer and use 
the metaphor from 2 Corin-
thians 4:7 that although  
we are only jars of clay, God 
chooses to use us in our 
weakness to spread the 
Good News and empower us 
to do His work:  "But we 
have this treasure in jars of 
clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from 
God and not from us."  
The chorus quotes from 
Psalm 127:1, ending with the 

words "So Lord Jesus, work 
in us.  Build this house - Your 
work of Grace."  This "work 
of Grace" applies, of course, 
to our church—the building 
and the many ministries of 
Grace.  It can also refer to 
each of us individually, that 
God will build His kingdom in 
and through us.  We are each 
"works of His grace" because 
of the redemption provided 
for us through Christ. This is 
why we have a message to 
share, why our church build-
ing needs to be equipped for 
ministry for the coming years, 
and why we are called and 
empowered by the Holy Spir-
it to serve. 
  

We will be singing this song 
over the next few weeks, 

culminating on Sunday, May 
19, with the giving of our 
commitments.  May these 
words be your prayer: 
 

Lord we come to you today, 
earthen vessels jars of clay.   
Fill us up with love, Spirit - 
Heavenly Dove, make us over-
flow with praise.  Lord we come 
to you and pray, take our lives 
Lord, have Your way.  Holy Spir-
it come, let Your work be done 
as we follow and obey. Unless 
the Lord builds the house, those 
who labor work in vain.  So Lord 
Jesus, move in us, let Your gos-
pel be proclaimed.  Unless the 
Lord builds the house, those 
who labor work in vain.  So Lord 
Jesus, work in us. Build this 
house - Your work of Grace. 
 

Original Composition Written For Our Firm Foundation    By Vickie Wagner 

 

3  May 2013 

Rebuilding Homes, Communities, Lives   By Barb Ceruti 

have fallen in love with 
my house again,” said 
Yolanda Iga, owner of 
the Aurora home a 

team of 40 Grace members 
and friends rehabbed on 
April 26 and 27 through the 
Rebuilding Together-Aurora 
project.  “That made it all 
worthwhile,” said Cheryl 
Ameiss, who, along with her 
husband Dave, volunteered 
for a day of work.    
 

A widow with five grown 
children and several grand-
children, Yolanda has been 
in her house on Grand Blvd. 
for 26 years.  The Grace 
team’s extensive work in-
cluded removing and replac-
ing gutters, rebuilding the 
front entrance and adding a 
porch and flagstone walk-
way, replacing windows and 
doors, a ceiling and insula-
tion, installing light fixtures, 
replacing bannisters, tuck 
pointing foundation bricks, 
and painting the entire 
home’s exterior.  Yard work 
and flower planting were 
also part of the weekend’s 
labor.  Joked Bob Pacanows-
ki, “My entire body is still 

being iced down after the 
work I did!  Seriously, 
though, it was an awesome 
event—hard work, but see-
ing the owner smiling made 
my day.” Ginny Chivas 
agreed:  “It was a great joy 
to lend a hand and see the 
delighted expression on 
Yolanda’s face as her home 
was transformed.”  
 

Dayna Tarr, who helped 
give the home a fresh coat 
of green paint, was grateful 
to its owner.  “Yolanda was 
a spotter at the base of my 
ladder for about three hours 
and, trust me, the spotter’s 
job is very boring...but very 
important.”  Dayna appreci-
ated the community with 
fellow Grace members as 
well.  “It’s great to see oth-
er members of Grace out-
side of the church—I mean, 
when you’re covered in 
paint and drywall dust or 
just hot and sweaty, now 
that’s getting down to the 
real people!” 
 

Resident involvement wasn’t 
limited to Yolanda, as this 
year, the 20th Annual Re-
building Together project 

focused on an entire 
neighborhood.  Said 
RTA’s president Pat-
rick Rogers, “The 
Pattersonville 
[neighborhood] resi-
dents couldn’t have 
been more helpful.  
There was synergy 
from groups like 
Grace working in 
close proximity.”   
In addition to sever-

al homes, volunteers 
worked on a child develop-
ment center, a community 
garden and a community 
center.  Concurred Davis 
Bellis, RTA Board member 
and past president, “Grace 
United Methodist Church 
once again blessed Rebuild-
ing Together-Aurora by 
partnering with us.”  Our 
volunteers were quick to 
realize that they, too, were 
served by the mission. 
 

“Yolanda thanked me many 
times throughout the two 
days,” said Susan Marseilles.  
“But this project gave me a 
full heart that I thanked her 
for.  The joy of giving is as 
great as the joy of receiv-
ing.”  Said Thatch Irwin, who 
has spearheaded Grace’s 
involvement with RTA for 
the past several years, “It 
feels so good to see those in 
need of some help, lend a 
hand, and leave at the end  

of the day seeing smiles on 
their faces.”  According to 
Joel Kristianson, an architect 
and builder who has assisted 
the RTA project for the past 
four years, “This year there 
were several people who 
stopped their cars in front 
of Yolanda’s house and 
thanked us for what we 
were doing in their commu-
nity.  This was cool!  I was 
impressed at how willing 
they were to stop and say 
thanks, good job.” 
 

The annual Rebuilding To-
gether-Project needs the 
help of both skilled and non-
skilled volunteers.  Please 
consider offering your time, 
elbow grease, and heart to 
this initiative that does so 
much.  “Rehabbing homes is 
really about rehabbing peo-
ple and communities,” said 
Dayna Tarr.  “I would cer-
tainly encourage others to 
help!”  

Mike Doll muds a wall in the Rebuild-
ing Together-Aurora project over the 
weekend of April 26-27.   

“ 

Among many other rehabilitation projects April 26-27, Grace 
Rebuilding Together volunteers painted an entire home in  
Aurora’s Pattersonville neighborhood.   

Let Your Child See the World at VBS!  Register NOW!!! 
Registration for Vacation Bible School, July 15-19, is open!  This summer’s theme is “God’s Everywhere 
Fun Fair,” celebrating the love God has for all people—in some of the world’s most awesome countries! 
Children age two by January 1, 2013, through the completion of fourth grade are welcome to attend.  
Helpers needed, too!  Forms are at peopleofgrace.org/vacation_bible_school_ or in the church office. 
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Marathon Bombing  
Rekindles Hatred Toward 
Muslims 
By Ralph Keiser 
 

As the story of 
the bombing at 
the Boston Mar-
athon unfolded, I 
was sick at heart 
to hear of the 
loss of lives and 
the maiming of 
over 100 people. Two young brothers, 
naturalized American citizens, were iden-
tified as the alleged bombers.  As the sto-
ry unfolded, the term “terrorists’ was 
used in conjunction with the fact that the 
brothers were Muslims. 
 

As Chairman of the Grace Religion and 
Race Commission, I have had the oppor-
tunity to join with Muslims from the Is-
lamic Center of Naperville and the Ismaili 
Muslim Congregation. I have listened at-
tentively as a local Iman explained the 
peace loving beliefs of the Muslim 
faith.  As a member of the One Naper-
ville Interfaith Council, I have been wit-
ness to Muslims emphasizing that they 
are called to love their neighbor as them-
selves.  As a tutor for Exodus World 
Service, I have instructed many Muslims 
who have come to this country for free-
dom of speech and religion, just as our 
Pilgrim forefathers did 400 years ago.  
These people are not militant right wing 
extremists. Nor is the extremist intoler-
ance of the militant right wing exclusive 
to the Muslim faith.  Consider the Chris-
tian minister in Florida who burned a 
copy of the Koran, the extremist Chris-
tian in Holland who made cartoons por-
traying Muhammad as Satan, the mem-
bers of the KKK who burned crosses on 
the lawns of African Americans, the hate 
mongers who spray painted swastikas on 
Jewish synagogues.  
 

As faithful Christians, we are called by 
Jesus to “love our neighbors as our-
selves.”  We are called to love our 
brothers and sisters by showing them 
tolerance and understanding and by seek-
ing to understand that our Muslim broth-
ers and sisters desire peace just as much 
as you and I. 

The United Methodist Church 
will celebrate Peace With Jus-
tice Sunday on Sunday, May 
26.  The General Board of 
Church and Society and the 
General Board of Religion and 
Race are responsible for the 
distribution of funding for the 
multiple efforts of Peace With 
Justice, both here in the U.S. 
and throughout the world.  
Here are some examples: 
 

The Greater Hilltop Shalom Zone in 
Columbus, OH, is an organization 
supported by Peace With Justice to 
help change the culture of conflict 
and violence which plagues the 
Greater Hilltop neighborhood.  Rev. 
Julia Nielsen, director of the Shalom 
Zone, says the goal is not only to 
have a successful mediation center 
to help resolve disputes, but to 
"usher in a peaceful model of com-
munity relations." 
 

In the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Bishop Nlulu Ntambo 
helped broker a peace settlement 
for his nation of 2.3 million United 
Methodists after eight years of brutal 
civil war.  In the 2011 post-election 
violence, Bishop Ntambo and the 

UMC in the DRC received a grant 
from the General Board of Church 
and Society to teach people to share 
the love of Jesus as a way to break 
down feelings of hatred leading to 
violence. In the Central Congo Epis-
copal area, young people and their 
leaders received a grant to model 
ways of overcoming violence.  
 

Today we celebrate the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit in these areas of  
need around the world as a witness 
to God's demand for a faithful, 
just, disarmed, and secure world.   
As members of Grace Church and 
the United Methodist Church as a 
whole, we are called to be a wit-
nesses for Peace With Justice in our 
own lives and the lives of others. 
 

Peace With Justice Sunday May 26  by Ralph Keiser 

 New Church Door Policy Begins This Month 
In order to ensure the safety of all who use and worship in our 
building, the Grace Board of Trustees is implementing a new pro-
cedure whereby all users of the church are encouraged to enter 
the building through the main upper level entrance.  Following is 
our new door schedule, which will take effect on May 20: 
 

Entrance #1 (Main Entrance):  M-F 8:00 a.m.-9:30 p.m./Saturday 
8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m./Sunday 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Entrance #2 (Activity Center):  Weddings and Funerals (as re-
quired)/M-F NOT OPEN/Saturday 4:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m./Sunday 
7:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Entrance #3 (Parent’s Day Out):  M-F 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
Saturday NOT OPEN/Sunday 7:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Entrance #4 (Kitchen/Fellowship Hall):  Mon.-Sat. NOT OPEN 
Sunday 7:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

As with most business or non-profit organization procedures, the need for excep-
tions will occur. Exceptions should be handled by submitting a standard “Event 
Scheduling Form” to Sharon Ferguson, Administrative Aide, in the main church 
office.  Each date is to have a separate form.  Thank you for your cooperation 
with these efforts to ensure the safety of all who enter our building.   
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        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, 
please send your favorite animal photos to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office (photos will 
be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to be of 
domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see in the 
wild...as long as they’re your photos or those taken by someone 
you know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a  
write-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of 
where you photographed the animal).  Photos will be published 
in the order received, unless the photo applies only to a particu-
lar time of year.   
 

These are the And-
sager’s four-legged 
friends, Oscar and Ca-
sey.  Oscar came to 
live with the Andsagers 
from Trudy’s sister’s 
farm.  He is just over a 
year old, very curious, 
and even more loving. 

This is Casey, 
who was 12 on 
March 20.  The 
Andsagers have 
had her since 
she was just 
nine weeks old.  
“She is such a 
gentle, loving 
dog,” says 
Trudy, and  
although she is 
beginning to 

lose her sight and hearing, she is still always ready to play! 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Sue Burtnette, friend of Edie Peterson 
Winifred Hynes, mother of Bob Hynes 
Dr. Richard Matteson, retired UMC minister and former  
counselor connected to Grace Church 
J.W. Naul, Jr., father of Jess Naul III 
Jane Perrone, aunt of Gaye Lynn Loufek 
Harold “Joe” Pletcher, husband of Faye Pletcher 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Blake Allen Ranieri, son of Rick and Dana Ranieri, grandson of 
Dick and Cindy Allen and great-grandson of Ruby Allen, was born 
on Easter Sunday, March 31 
Jennifer Hilsenbeck and Jason DeCarlo were married April 27 
Lorraine Mitchell celebrates her 92nd birthday on May 12; send 
greetings to P.O. Box 113303 Anchorage, AK  99511 
Robert Piper celebrates his 91st birthday on May 22; send greet-
ings to 104 Devon Lane, Naperville, IL  60540 

                                  Baptisms 
Alexander James Matteson, son of Darrin and Toni Matteson, 
was baptized on April 14 
Nala Renee Ferguson, daughter of Eric and Sarah Ferguson and 
granddaughter of Jim and Sharon Ferguson, was baptized April 28 

                   Welcome, New Members 
                  Names of new members are listed in bold 
 

Betty L. Cullop 
Vera McDonald, husband Gregor and daughters Mariah and Amy 
Rob and Jan Smucker 
Lisa Richardson and husband Lowell 

                             Letters 
 

To Our Beloved Grace Church Family, 
It is never easy to lose your spouse, best friend, and the love of your life.  
But, with the outpouring of cards, calls, prayers, gifts, acts of kindness, 
and the support of loyal Grace Church members who have known us for 
a short time or over half a century, you have helped make my devastat-
ing loss bearable.  We are blessed to have the love and support of Pas-
tors Don and Bill, as they gave us words of encouragement when they 
made daily visits to Joe in the hospital.  I am sometimes overwhelmed 
with grief but consoled by the thought that Joe is with our Heavenly  
Father, and one day we will be reunited.  Never underestimate the  
importance that your continuing caring has been to me.  I will be  
eternally grateful.  Be kind to each other, 
    —Faye B. Pletcher and Family 
Dear Grace Family, 
Thank you so much to all who came to Al’s memorial service and for the 
many condolences you offered me and my family. I had 58 wonderful 
years with Al, and I am so grateful for our life together. I don’t have any 
regrets; how can I when we had so many good years?  Many thanks also 
to the Edward Hospital therapy dogs who came to Al’s visitation and 
kept the long lines of people company while they waited.  A special 
memory I will always hold in my heart is when our veteran therapy dog, 
Lumpi, stayed with Al during his last days in hospice.  Lumpi has lain by 
the side of many in their final days, but with Al, he realized “I know this 
hand that’s petting me,” and moved from his familiar spot to kiss Al’s 
face goodbye.  With love and gratitude, 
    —Barbara Hoch 

Oscar 

Casey 

Hamball Luncheon Raises Nearly 4K! 
United Methodist Women’s Hamball Luncheon on April 
12 raised $3,797 for local, national, and global UMW mis-
sions.  Seventy-six volunteers served 470 people, and 73 
provided food.  Many thanks to all who helped in some 
way, especially the 15 devoted men who washed dishes 
and cleaned up the kitchen—without them, this event 
would not be possible!  Thanks also 
to all of our diners.  While Linda Bod-
ine has enjoyed her time as chairper-
son of the Hamball Luncheon for the 
past eight years, she is delighted that 
Chris St. John and Ann Walczak have 
come forward and volunteered to co-
chair the event next year! 

Pet Owners:  If a beloved pet has passed away within the past 12 
months and you would like his/her name read at our annual Pet 

Blessing in October, please notify the editor (contact info on p. 7). 


