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Portraits of the Journey:  Lent and Easter at Grace    

 Pillar of the Church Winnie Graver 1917-2012 
On April 28, Grace Church lost a church and community icon in Winnie Graver,  
who would have been 95 years old on October 20.  Winnie came to Grace in 
1963, when her husband, Rev. Grant Graver, became senior pastor.  On Palm 
Sunday of this year, the final window in the Grace stained glass window project, 
co-chaired by Winnie and Sue Schofield, was dedicated.  Winnie was there to 
see it.  While the stories and memories illustrating Winnie’s indelible imprint 
are far too many to enumerate, Winnie will always be in our hearts.  Her Chris-
tian example of faith, love, spirit, energy, vibrancy, enthusiasm, compassion, and 
active involvement to the very end has inspired many throughout the years.  Let us 
think of her when we see the beautiful stained glass windows around our church.  
She would have wanted us to see God in them, but, indeed, through them shines the 
light of one of His brightest souls.  (Please see Pastor Bob’s letter on page 2) 

Photo gallery courtesy of Dick Trondsen and Ron Wills 
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Pastor’s Journal         
 

The life of a Church is marked by transitions:  stories of the time we built the new building and moved, of 
when we renovated the sanctuary, of the growth during a particular pastor’s ministry.  The death of Win-
nie Graver marks such a transition for Grace.    

Grant and Winnie came to Grace when Grant was appointed pastor in 1963.  He retired from Grace in 1981.  There 
were many transitions during this turbulent time.  He was appointed when Grace was an Evangelical United Brethren 
Church.  In 1968, with the union of the E.U.B. and Methodist denominations, Grace became a United Methodist Church.  
That meant that there were three United Methodist churches within a three-block radius in the center of Naperville.   
The decision to build at the (then) southern edge of town and move in 1971 was not an easy one, but it was the right one.  
During the time of Grant’s pastorate, Winnie became a significant part of the experience of Grace.  Over the years the 
spirituality she brought to the Women’s Society of World Service (later the United Methodist Women) and the ecumeni-
cal Church Women United made her a leader in the Church and the community.   Winnie found ways of making the local 
history of this Church come alive, especially for the youth.  She valued the gift of remembering and learning from the past.  
Grant died in 1991.  With Winnie’s passing, Grant and Winnie’s time at Grace becomes part of that story to be remem-
bered and retold.   
 

I am looking for ideas about how Grace might recognize and best honor its memory of Grant and Winnie.  If you have 
thoughts, please share them with me.  Barb Ceruti is requesting that special memories or stories of Winnie be e-mailed  
to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org or dropped in her mailbox in the church office. 
 

                             Grace and Peace, 

May 2012 

Read or sing Hymn 480: “O Love that wilt 
not let me go” 
This hymn is a poignant one, one that I 
can remember singing in childhood and 
throughout my career.  It is one I have 
always liked, even though its message is 
a bit dark and difficult (vs 3: “O Joy that 
seekest me through pain, I cannot close my 
heart to thee; I trace the rainbow thru the 
rain, and feel the promise is not vain, that 
morn shall tearless be.” vs 4: “O Cross that 
liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly 
from thee; I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and 
from the ground there blossoms red, life 
that shall endless be.”) 
 

I love the music and harmony of this 
hymn and can remember singing the 
parts with family around me in the pew.  
The first two verses, addressing the  
Love of God that will not let us go and 
makes our lives fuller and richer; and 
the Light of God that follows us and 
restores our light to give us brighter 
days—these have always made sense 
and felt true to me.  It’s the more diffi-
cult verses about joy in pain that prom-
ises a tearless morn and a cross that lifts 
us from death to endless life that give 
me pause.  These words speak of the 
deeper truth of the scripture story as it 
applies to our life experiences.  As we 
hear the words “the company is down-

sizing, and we need to let you go”...“the 
lump in your breast is cancer”...“your 
child has Down’s Syndrome”...When we 
hear these words, it is difficult to trace 
the rainbow through the rain and to 
trust that there can be a tearless morn.  
It’s not enough to know that there is 
endless life, when what should have 
been life’s glory lies dead.   

I was able to spend several days with my 
mother recently, with my husband and 
son as well, and it became clear that the 
“confusion” we thought might be tem-
porary after mom’s surgery and infec-
tion is now a growing tide of dementia, 
stealing my mother’s short-term 
memory, her ability to reason logically, 
and her ability to choose appropriate 
behaviors and responses at times.  It has 
become a slippery slope.  And so we 
have begun saying goodbye to the moth-
er who raised me and are finding ways 
to connect with the new person she is 
becoming.   
 

So what is the rainbow through the 
rain?  How do we still connect?  Love 
never lets us go—our love for each oth-
er, my mother and me...for a partner 
who is jobless, for a child who has 
Down’s, for a mom going through can-
cer treatment...that love never has to let 

us go. Hell rages 
around us, but when 
we rest our weary 
souls in God’s love, 
we find new richness and depth to our 
lives as we are carried through the 
storms of life.  The hands held, prayers 
said, bread broken together, smiles and 
laughter shared over simple joys, the 
beauty of a sunset, a flower, a song...the 
rainbow is traced through the rain, and 
even from the hard ground of despair, 
there blossoms endless love and life that 
fulfills the promise of tearless moments, 
and even tearless mornings.   
 

The love of God never lets us go.  That 
is the truth of the new covenant, that 
even (and especially) in sacrifice and 
loss, therein is the forgiveness and ever-
lasting love of God forged, and won, and 
shared with us.  Because of Christ’s 
cross, our crosses are not impossible, 
nor in vain, nor can they separate us 
from God’s love, because even and es-
pecially there, God is holding us and 
bearing us through pain to the tearless 
morn and blazing sun of everlasting love 
and life.   
 

Thankful to be on this journey with you 
and Christ, 

                                 Linking Up to Grace              By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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The Grace 
Capital Pro-
ject Study 
Team con-
tinues to 

sharpen our focus on 
important capital im-
provements for Grace.  
Since our last update in 
Grace Notes, good pro-
gress has been made. 
We recognize that our 
facility and grounds play 
an important role in 
serving our members 
and community as well 
as channelling mission 
work that will impact 
the world.  In effect, 
Grace is our launch pad 
for most of what we 
do, enabling us to fulfill 
our mission to Gather, 
Grow, and Go. The place 
where we mobilize, 
where we learn and 
grow, and from where 
we reach out and serve 
must be safe, secure, 
healthy, and appropri-

ately comfort-

able and maintained to 
serve our purpose. 
 

Heating and Air 
Conditioning - We 
have received a scope 
of work and specifica-
tions document that 
will soon be sent out 
for bidding to several 
HVAC contractors. 
We expect to receive 
bids back later this 
month that will give us 
budget numbers for a 
capital campaign. Cur-
rent plans are to re-
place components of 
the 30-year-old system 
for the original part of 
building and apply fo-
cused maintenance ef-
forts to the newer sys-
tem. We anticipate a 
relocation of conden-
sers and chillers out of 
the Grace courtyard to 
a better location 
around the church. We 
would expect this work 
to be done over the 
next 2-3 years. 
 

Roofing - Continued 
discussions with roofing 
professionals have given 
us confidence that we 
have 5-7 years of life 
remaining on our cur-
rent roof, but have also 
shown us ways to shave 
costs off of a later pro-
ject to replace the roof 
by adding improved 
insulation, as needed, 
for energy conserva-
tion. We would expect 
this project to be com-
pleted between 5-7 
years, with an enhanced 
maintenance program 
in the meantime. 
 

Parking Lot - We 
continue to work 
through pricing consid-
erations for resurfacing 
our parking lots with 
asphalt, while also ex-
ploring the feasibility of 
using permeable pavers 
for the main and lower 
lots around the build-
ing. Some concerns 
about the paver surface 

have arisen from obser-
vations of certain instal-
lations (Warrenville 
Road, Dominican Uni-
versity), while others 
appear to be holding up 
very well (Whole 
Foods on 75th St., Mor-
ton Arboretum, Kane 
County Cougars). Since 
a low maintenance cost 
over the life of the pav-
ers is critical to feasibil-
ity for Grace, we are 
exploring warranty op-
tions from installers. 
We would anticipate 
this project in a 2-3 
year time frame. 
 

Life/Safety - Much has 
developed in this area 
based on input from 
Grace members: kitch-
en items (grease trap 
improvements, fire sup-
pression); security 
items (cameras, 
keycard access systems, 
classroom phone/
intercom system, fire 
alarm upgrade); out-

reach items (exterior 
electronic Grace sign, 
interior electronic bul-
letin boards). The Life/
Safety Team is working 
hard to clarify needs 
and priorities and hone 
options and potential 
costs, but great ideas 
have surfaced and are 
now under considera-
tion.   
 

We will plan some 
open forums in late 
May and early June and 
visits to a number of 
Grace small groups to 
discuss more details 
and gain further input. 
Our team members 
include: Jo Ellen Bend-
er, John Bodine, Ken 
Johnston, Ginny Lacy, 
Kathleen Lathrop, Ron 
Laub, Julie Lichter, Ste-
ve Peters, Bob Poland, 
Cliff Preston, and Mike 
Walczak. Please touch 
base with any of us—
your ideas and con-
cerns are welcome! 

UPCOMING 
ANOINTING OILS 
SERVICE AT  
SATURDAY EVENING 
WORSHIP:  MAY 19 

Come...be 
anointed 
and healed 
in God’s 
love... 

News From Our Hunger Team 
From Gay Craig 
 

Each month, on a rotating basis, the people of Grace send 
donations of food and clothing to three area food pantries:  
Loaves & Fishes, Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry (at Hesed 
House), and Common Pantry in Chicago.  From January 
through March of 2012, a total of $3,123 has been donated 
to these pantries.  Because of the buying power of food pan-
tries, every dollar contributed equals $10 in food for hungry 
families!  In addition to monetary contributions, 372 bags of 
groceries and 637 clothing items have been collected and 
delivered to these organization.  Thank you to all who have 
supported these food pantries, helping to meet the needs of 
so many of our brothers and sisters.  Remaining 2012 first-
of-the-month food pantry collection dates and recipients are: 
 

June 3 Aurora Interfaith  •   July 1 Common Pantry  
August 5 Loaves & Fishes  •  Sept. 2 Aurora Interfaith    
October 7 Common Pantry  •  Nov. 4 Loaves & Fishes 

December 2  Aurora Interfaith 
Please help us help those in our midst who are hungry! 

21st Annual 
DDUUPPAGEAGE  RRIVERIVER  SSWEEPWEEP 
May 19th 

Let’s 
make a 
clean 
sweep!  
Bring 
the 

whole family out on Satur-
day, May 19, to clean up a 
portion of the Dupage Riv-
er near our church 
grounds.  Meet in the up-
per parking lot at 8:30 a.m.  
After we do our work, 
we’ll enjoy a potluck picnic 
together!  Sign up to join 
the sweep in the Activity 
Center on May 13.   

  Annual Blessing of the Bikes Satuday May 19 10am lower parking lot 

Capital Study Team Makes Good Progress, Seeks Input  By John Bodine 
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The Beatitudes:  
From Slavery to 
Civil Rights, writ-
ten by Carole Bos-
ton Weatherford 
and illustrated by 
Tim Ladwig, is a 
book from the 
United Methodist 

Women’s “Spiritual Growth” category 
that traces the African American jour-
ney from slavery to civil rights.  It is 
actually a children’s book and, there-
fore, wonderfully explains the civil 
rights movement in a way that may 
even help adults to better understand.  
 

The story begins with the slave ships 
bringing Africans from their mother-
land to a frightening new world of 

slavery.  The Biblical Beatitudes form 
the backdrop for this powerful free-
verse poem that traces this journey,   
a journey that is beautifully illustrated  
with a panorama of heroes of the 
struggle, beginning with slaves shackled 
in the hold of a ship to President 
Barack Obama taking his oath of office 
on the steps of the U.S. Capitol.   
 

This book is available to all, and most 
will find that they will want to read 
again and again.  It is also an appropri-
ate choice to read aloud in any Sunday 
School class, including adults.  Just as 
the Beatitudes mark the beginning of 
Jesus’ famous Sermon on the Mount, 
The Beatitudes can be used to begin a 
conversation about how African 
Americans have relied upon their faith 

in their struggles against oppression 
and mistreatment.   
 

At the end of the book are short biog-
raphies of African Americans who 
changed the world.  This list begins 
with Richard Allen, who co-founded 
the Free African Society and The Afri-
can Church.  Allen went on to estab-
lish Bethel African Methodist Church 
and, in 1816, to organize the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the first 
black denomination.  The list of nota-
bles ends with Booker T. Washington, 
the first principal of Tuskegee Institute 
in Alabama.   
 

Reading Program selections are located on 
a cart in the Fireside Room.  All books have 
a library check out card; just sign your 
name and leave the card on the cart.   

Beatitudes Traces Journey From Chains to Freedom   By Katy Klepper 

“My hope is that your  
encounter with these folks will 
add good books to your read-

ing lists for years to come.”   
—Dale Brown 

 

For more than ten years, Dale Brown was director of the 
Festival of Faith and Writing at Calvin College in Grand 
Rapids, MI.  (This year’s festival speakers included Jonathan 
Safran Foer, Marilynne Robinson, and Walter Wangerin. 
Past speakers have included Joyce Carol Oates, John Up-
dike, and Annie Dillard.) Currently director of the Buech-
ner Institute at King’s College in Bristol, TN, Brown has 
served as a pastor and a police chaplain, taught high 
school, worked in the Priutt-Igoe housing projects in St. 
Louis, and travelled the country as a member of an a  
capella ensemble. In Conversa-
tions with American Writers: 
The Doubt, the Faith, the In-
Between, Brown follows up on 
his 1997 work Of Fiction and 
Faith: Twelve American Writers 
Talk about Their Vision and 
Work with 10 more in-depth 
interviews with American writ-
ers, including Jan Karon, Ron 
Hansen, Ernest Gaines and Sheri 
Reynolds. Some you may al-
ready know, others may be 
new; all have something inter-

esting to say.  Each interview 
includes a brief introduction 
and a list of works.   
 

Gary Schmidt and Susan Felch 
are professors of English at 
Calvin College (although 
Schmidt may be better known 
to you as the author of young 
adult books, including The 
Wednesday Wars). In 2006, a 
small group of Calvin faculty 
and staff began meeting to dis-
cuss contemporary novels. 
They named themselves the 
Emmaus readers. In The Emmaus Readers: Listening for 
God in Contemporary Fiction, they explore 12 different 
works from genres including historical fiction, science fic-
tion and fantasy, graphic novels, and mystery, such as Ian 
McEwan’s Atonement, Yann Martel’s The Life of Pi, P.D. 
James’ The Children of Men, and two of my favorites, 
Mary Doria Russell’s The Sparrow and The Children of 
God.  Each chapter includes a discussion of the book, bio-
graphical information on the author, detailed discussion 
questions, and an annotated list of other works that may 
have similar appeal or confront similar issues. This is an 
excellent resource for book groups or individual readers 
looking for a deeper understanding of familiar works or 
for suggestions of new titles and authors to explore.  
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge  
of your faith.” 

Grace Library “Adds Good Books to Our Reading Lists” 

By Angela McCurdy 
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      By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
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F or nearly four decades, 
the Grace Questors class 

has been meeting on Sunday 
mornings to share in a curric-
ulum of Bible-related pro-
grams and other topics of 
interest to Christians commit-
ted to seeking God and grow-
ing in their faith.  Questors’ 
spectrum of study includes 
programs presented by class 
members as well as other 
Grace groups and individuals 
and, often, guest speakers 
from outside the church. 
 

Approximately 70-80 mem-
bers strong, and growing, the 
Questors community is not 
confined to the classroom.  
On the contrary; these active 
adults are regularly involved 
in a variety of projects and 
organizations, providing finan-
cial and hands-on support to 
many efforts, both here in the 
church, out in the community, 
and across the world.  Some 
of their beneficiaries include 

Loaves & Fishes, Feed My 
Starving Children, Hesed 
House, Wayside Cross, Se-
renity House, Gateway Foun-
dation, Ecumenical Adult Day 
Care, Red Bird Mission, the 
Albright-Wesley Society at 
North Central College,  
school district 203’s school 
supplies program, the Salva-
tion Army, Bridge Communi-
ties, NAMI DuPage, Grace’s 
Christmas with Trinity pro-
gram, Grace Youth Summer 
Missions, and our internation-
al missions to Myanmar, Ken-
ya, and the West Bank. The 
Special Projects committee 
has also mobilized Questors 
members to build facilities for 
Naperville Cares, provide 
yard work and home repair 
to elderly members of the 
church, and lend a hand in 
church remodeling efforts and 
other projects throughout the 
years.  
 

According to Special Projects 

Chair and long-time 
Questors member Rod 
Randall, a happy by-
product of the Questors’ 
time together in the class-
room and in mission are 
the personal connections 
they have made with one 
another.  As a result, 
Questors’ social calendar 
is humming, including a 
monthly bridge group and 
annual events such as a 
breakfast, golf outing, pro-
gressive dinner, Christmas 
brunch, and Super Bowl 
party.  “We know each 
other personally as well as 
classmates,” said Jim Nelson, 
who, along with his wife,  
Carol, joined Questors about 
two years ago.  Lest one as-
sume the group is less than 
invitational to others, Ques-
tors Co-Chair Rodger Ibach 
assures, “Everyone is wel-
come.”  Roger Hendrickson, a 
member of Questors for over 

20 years, heartily concurs:  
“We are a friendly, open and 
caring group of Chris-
tians...you’ll like us, and we’ll 
love you!”   
 

Questors meet at 9:30 a.m. on 
Sundays in Room 254.  Check 
“Grace in Mission” for weekly 
program details.  All adults are 
welcome! 

Prayers for the Arizona Immigration Decision 
From Ralph Keiser, Religion and Race Chairman 
 

On April 25, the U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments regarding the constitutionality 
of Arizona’s anti-immigration law, SB 1070.  This important ruling will either rightly 
stop states from enacting unjust laws, or it will pave the way for continued racial pro-
filing and marginalization of immigrant communities.  While it will be months before 
the outcome of the Court’s decision is known, in the meantime we can pray for pro-
tection of the lives of immigrants continually enduring unfair suspicion; for wisdom 
among the Supreme Court justices to properly interpret the Constitution and to hear 
the stories of immigrants; and for the lawyers who will be arguing before the Supreme 

Court.  For further information, visit www.umc-gbcs.org or www. peopleofgrace.org/missions (click the link on the right 
side titled “Pray for the Arizona Immigration Decision”).  Said United Methodist Bishop Minerva Carcaño (Desert 
Southwest Conference):  “We have seen firsthand the devastating effect of anti-immigration legislation on all Arizonans, 
immigrant and non-immigrant alike.  I have confidence that the U.S. Supreme Court will repeal SB 1070.”  May it be so. 

Holy Smokes! 
Drive-Thru BBQ a Huge Success! 
The “Holy Smokes” Drive-Thru BBQ on April 22 to the benefit of 2012 Youth 
Summer Missions was a smoking success, with 650 meals sold, 75 of which were 
to people outside of our Grace Church family.  Many thanks to 5B’s Catering 
out of Waterman, IL, and all of our youth and adults who sold tickets, assembled 
orders, and attended the lot for waiting customers.  Thanks also to those in our 
congregation and among the community who purchased tickets.  This event is 
definitely a “keeper” and will be revisited in the future for certain! 

Questors Welcome All to Study, Mission, and Fellowship  By Barb Ceruti 

Members of the Questors class 
pack meals at the Feed My Starv-
ing Children (FMSC) facility in 
Aurora.  They will be returning to 
FMSC in June and welcome all to 
join them.  Contact Roger Hen-
drickson at 630-420-0022.    
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Don Barnickle, husband of Dottie Barnickle 
Alan Beck, nephew of Joan Cole 
Mary Catherine Davis, mother of Rodney  
Telomen 
Susan DiVietro, friend of Ro Willard and 
Sue Elliot 
Kay Ellen Farison 
Winnie Graver (pictured), wife of the late 
Grace Senior Pastor Rev. Grant Graver 
(1963-1981), and beloved friend of Grace  
Cliff Harris 
Lamont Pugh 
Fred Siepold, husband of Kim Blair’s aunt 
Jim Tschirhart, brother of Bob Tschirhart 
Nancy Zimmerman, mother of Mark Zimmerman          

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Ruth Ladd celebrated her 108th birthday on April 
28.  She has been a member of Grace for over 90 
years.  Please send greetings (it’s not too late for 
birthday wishes!) to 1320 Wisconsin St. #235, Hud-
son, WI  54016 

Norris Yonker celebrated his 90th birthday on April 8; please 
send greetings to 21 S. Sleight St., Naperville, IL  60540 
Bob Hoffman celebrated his 90th birthday on April 23; please 
send greetings to 550 S. Julian St., Naperville, IL  60540 
Lorraine Mitchell celebrates her 91st birthday on May 12; send 
greetings to P.O. Box 113303, Anchorage, AK  99511 
Tyler Steven, son of Michael and Lauren Acquaviva and grandson 
of Steve and Polly Correll, was born on January 3 
Reed Ballinger, son of Garth and Lindsay Newport and grandson 
of Steve and Polly Correll, was born on March 29 
Jack Caedmon, son of Rachel and Jamie Murray and grandson of 
Pam Riley, was born on May 1 
Courtney Speaks and Chris Pawula were married April 21 
Marilyn Cieslak and Robert Luce were married on April 22 
Fay and Ray Seidlitz recently celebrated 55 years of marriage 
 

                    Welcome, New Members 
                     New members listed in bold face 
Pam, Darrell, Tucker and Chandler Carpenter  
Rob and Kay Huth and children Jacob and Caroline 
Joe and Sarah Lureau and daughter Brylee Bella 
Andrew and Lindsey Mangus  
Jim and Beatriz McGuire 
Jeff and Shannon Sitterly 
Mariamma Thomas 

Letters 
 

Dear People of Grace, 
 

Beatrice and Merrill Gates’ children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren thank you for integrating the “Jesus and Mary Magdalene” 
window into your building.  As it enriched the faith of so many people in 
your congregation’s history, it can touch your lives as well.  Congratula-
tions to Winnie Graver, Sue Schofield, and the window project committee 
on a first-class effort and a wonderful result.  
 

              —The descendants of Beatrice and Merrill Gates 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the of-
fice (photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not 
have to be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals in 
your yard, on vacation, on safari, at the park, wherever...as long 
as they’re your photos or those taken by someone you know.  
No internet downloads, please!  If possible, please submit a 
write-up about the photo as well (your pet’s “story” or a de-
scription of where you were when you photographed the ani-
mal).  Photos will be published in the order received, unless the 
photo is applicable only to a particular time of year.   

This is Izzy, Bob and Ruth Allison’s King Charles Spaniel/
Shih-tzu mix puppy.  Izzy has enjoyed chewing up her own-
ers’ shoes and stuffed animals, but she is most fond of be-
ing walked and played with.  “We don’t know how we ev-
er lived without her,” says Ruth.  “She is a constant source 
of love and vitality.” 

Izzy 

A Note About 90+ Birthdays  
Grace Notes regrets the inadvertent omis-
sion of April 90+ birthdays in last month’s 
issue; however, it is not too late to send 
birthday greetings to our celebrants (see 
addresses in “Celebrations and Congratu-
lations” at right)!  The ministry of recog-

nizing 90+ birthdays was near and dear to Winnie 
Graver’s heart; in fact, it was she who informed this editor 
of celebrants’ birthdays and addresses on a regular basis.  
Ironically, Winnie passed away on the birth date of our 
oldest living member, Ruth Ladd (see “Celebrations and 
Congratulations”), who was featured on the Today Show’s 
centenarian birthday segment with Willard Scott on May 4. 


