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O n a warm, sunny May 1—so wel-
come after a month of chilling 

rain!—Grace families participated in 
five different mission projects, both at 
Grace and out in the community.  
Some helped refurbish a home in 

Aurora 
with Re-
building 
To-
gether-
Aurora, 
some 
tended 

to the 
grounds 
of the 
NCO 
Youth 
and Fam-
ily Ser-
vices 
group home, and others paid personal 
visits to our homebound members.  At 
Grace, children and families helped 
assemble birthday bags for Loaves & 
Fishes and military care packages for 
our Grace Church military personnel.  

It was a great day of mission, right here 
at home!  A big thank you to all who 
participated, and special thanks to Ben 
Casey of Casey’s Foods, who gener-
ously paid 
for the 
cost of 
mailing 
the mili-
tary pack-
ages.  
Thanks 
also to Bettye  
Wehrli, who solicited Mr. Casey’s gift.  

Cover photos courtesy of Dick Trondsen and Bob and Ruth Allison 

May Day Mission Madness...Not Your Average Sunday! 
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE     

Pastor’s Journal 
Just In Time          
 

The Lenten season at Grace concluded with our Campaign for Discipleship and the collection of pledge 
cards during Holy Week.  If you have not made your commitment for one new thing you pledge to do in 
your walk with Christ in the coming year, you may do so by filling out a card in the main church office 
(there is a box for this purpose) or by e-mailing me at:  BobAtkins@peopleofgrace.org. 

 

In his letter announcing our Campaign for Discipleship, Charlie Gregory wrote:  “A ‘just in time’ moment has happened to 
all of us.  It is something that causes us to think or feel the emotion of the moment.  It is when you are in dire need of a 
prayer and someone says, ‘You know, I’ve been thinking about you.’   It is when you come to know there is more to this 
than just what we can see in front of us, that there is a greater power.  Maybe you have created a ‘just in time’ moment 
for someone else.” 
 

A “just in time” moment happened for Grace with this campaign.  As of this writing, over 400 signed pledges have been 
turned in.  Some are simple:  “I will attend one Fellowship of Christian Men meeting this year.”  Some are a lifetime in the 
making:  “I will seek reconciliation with my sister.”  Fifty people promised to get into God’s word by reading it themselves 
or joining a Bible Study.  Another 50 plan to set aside time for prayer and contemplation.  Another 50 committed to a 
community mission, another 50 to volunteer at Church.  Together, families filled out cards to commit to dinner or family 
worship during the week at home.       
 

Just in time, the Holy Spirit turns us toward God’s love. 
         Grace and Peace,    
   

      By John Bodine 
     Church Council Chair 
 

hurch Council met in late April to 
review finances and found excellent 
expense control to date for the 

year, leaving us almost $50,000 below 
plan.  By the end of April, we expect to 
be on budget for receipts. Stewardship 
testimonies have continued during the 
year in worship through the attention 
and support of the Stewardship & Fi-
nance Committee, keeping the focus 
for all of us on Grace’s mission and our 
impact on those we serve. 
 

The Campaign for Discipleship has 
stimulated a substantial response in 
terms of new and stepped up commit-
ments to engagement at Grace, with 
over 400 discipling pledge cards re-
ceived and under review by our clergy. 
Between this result and the “Miracle 
Mission Month of May” that is now 
upon us, we have a swirl of outreach 
energy around us that we will channel 
to good purpose as the church calendar 
year draws to a close.  Join in and find a 

new way to bring your talents and pas-
sions to bear! 
 

Most of you are probably aware at this 
point that our Fine Arts Committee is 
heading an effort to restore stained 
glass windows from our previous facili-
ties in downtown Naperville (see page 
4). These windows have been pre-
served for future use during these past 
several decades.  Projects have been 
defined for selected windows to be 
refurbished and installed around our 
current facility, with good progress to 
date on the funding needed to com-
plete the work. If you are interested in 
contributing to this effort, links to the 
brochure and contribution form can be 
found on the home page of the Grace 
website (www.peopleofgrace.org).  
There are also envelopes in the pews 
and church office for this purpose. 
 

Church Council also reviewed the year 
for Youth, Children & Family Council, 
and the NOW Council, with plans for 
the coming year already being devel-
oped.  We’ve had a dizzying series of 
activities and events through the year, 

which is testimony to the commitment, 
energy, and innovation of our members 
who have coordinated, collaborated, 
and made things happen. Improvement, 
engagement, and alignment with the 
needs of our members and the commu-
nity are the intentions and purpose of 
our efforts, and we are very grateful for 
the veritable army of workers who 
have stepped up to the call. Thank you 
all!  We continue to need help with our 
Sunday School teaching crew, particu-
larly for 3- and 4-year-olds, so please 
step up if you can.   

May 2011 

What Are You Doing   
Saturday Night? 

How about coming to our Saturday 
Evening Circle of Worship in the  

Activity Center at 5:00 p.m.? 
(Note: On May 7, we’re in the Sanctuary 

enjoying the children’s musical) 
Join us Saturday evenings throughout 
the year for inspiring worship, weekly 
communion, soulful music, monthly 
healing services...all in an intimate,  
informal setting ideal for families!  
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News deadline for May Grace Notes:  
TUESDAY, MAY 31 

Submit news to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org or call 
 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

 
Grace United Methodist Church   

  300 E. Gartner Road 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748  
www.peopleofgrace.org 

T he end of the Jewish Sab-
both was celebrated on 

Saturday, April 9, at Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom in a joint 
interfaith gathering of Naper-
ville area Christian churches, 
Islamic mosques, Baha’i tem-
ples, and local schools and or-
ganizations. The evening be-
gan with a 6:15 p.m. Sabboth 
afternoon service of worship, 
followed by dinner and a pro-
gram, and concluded with Ha-
vadala, the close of the Sab-
both.  
 

At dinner, the multipurpose 
room filled with over 200 
guests who were served a deli-
cious homemade buffet dinner. 
Thirty-six members of Grace 
were intermixed at tables with 
people from Aurora Univer-
sity, Baha'i Community of Na-
perville, DuPage Congregation 
Beth Shalom Unitarian Univer-
salist Church, First Congrega-
tional United Church of 
Christ, Indian Prairie School 
District 204, Islamic Center of 
Naperville, Ismaliti Muslim Ja-
matkhana of Naperville, Knox 
Presbyterian Church, Naper-
ville Central High School, Na-
perville Interfaith Leaders As-
sociation, Naperville North 
High School, North Central 
College, Plainfield United 
Methodist Church, St. Eliza-
beth-Seton Catholic Church, 
St. Margaret Mary Catholic 
Church, St. Thomas the Apos-
tle Catholic Church, United 
Methodist Church of Plano, 
the World Peace Day Com-

mittee of Naperville, and 
members of Congregation 
Beth Shalom, who served as 
our gracious hosts.  
 

The Sabboth afternoon service 
was held in the beautiful sanc-
tuary of Congregation Beth 
Shalom and led by Rabbi Marc 
Rudolph and Cantor Hasha 
Musha Perman.  After the ser-
vice, we had time to walk 
around and introduce our-
selves to other attendees. Din-
ner began with the Motzi, or 
blessing over the bread, led by 
our good friend Bernie New-
man. Our Master of Ceremo-
nies was Mimi Qunell, whom 
we had met previously, and 
who has graciously offered to 
teach a class at Grace entitled 
"Genesis," based on the PBS 
documentary of the same 
name. After dinner, speakers 
from Congregation Beth Sha-
lom spoke with us briefly 
about what the Jewish religion 
means to them. We were par-
ticularly impressed by a 15-
year-old young man, David 
Kraemer, whom we had met 
at our March 13 Lenten Inter-
faith event at Grace. David 
spoke eloquently of how his 
faith had been tested when his 
orchestra traveled to Italy last 
summer, and each meal, in-
cluding breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner, all included pork. He 
said that he had been taught 
that saying "no" to pork should 
remind him of God and that he 
spent a lot of time during that 
trip thinking about God!  

David's mother, Fran Kraemer, 
who teaches high school-age 
confirmation at Congregation 
Beth Shalom, was one of the 
planners of our Lenten Inter-
faith event at Grace.  Fran gave 
David a big hug after his talk, 
demonstrating how proud she 
was of her son. 
 

With guitar in hand, Cantor 
Hasha Musha Perman led us 
through some lovely Jewish 
folk songs.  Dessert was 
served, and Rabbi Rudolph 
took questions about Judaism 
from the audience. After the 
meal, he offered the Birkah 
Hamazon, or blessing, followed 
by brief closing remarks from 
the emcee and the Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom board of 
directors president. The eve-
ning concluded with the 
Havdalah service in the Social 
Hall. Everyone remarked what 

a lovely time we had and ac-
knowledged that we were all 
present to support the Naper-
ville interfaith community. We 
came away feeling happy and 
awed that our interfaith com-
munity had spoken loudly, sup-
porting persons of all faiths in 
our area. In that spirit, we 
have much to say to the rest 
of the community around us 
and to the world.  We cannot 
afford to live in a world where 
people are treated with less 
than the utmost respect and 
decency. We cannot afford to 
wait until fear and hate fill our 
ears from every street corner. 
We must act responsibly to 
encourage and support all such 
interfaith activities and say to 
the world, 
"We are all 
children of 
God!" 

Nearly 40 Grace Members Attend Interfaith Dinner   By Ralph Keiser, Religion and Race Chairman 

Rabbi Marc Rudolph addresses guests of an interfaith dinner at 
Congregation Beth Shalom on April 9.   

As Christians, We Are Called to Love Our Muslim Neighbors   
By Ralph Keiser  

CNN has been airing a program during the last month entitled “Unwanted: The Mus-
lims Next Door.” In the House of Representatives, Congressman Peter King of New 
York is holding hearings on the “Radicalization of the American Muslim Community.” 
Across the U.S., Capital Rotunda Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois is holding hearings on 
“Protecting the Civil Rights of Muslims.”  To denigrate another person’s religion is to 
attack the very moral basis of our Declaration of Independence and our U.S. Constitu-
tion…Read the remainder of this article at www.peopleofgrace.org/missions.  Click the 
link entitled “As Christians, We Are Called to Love Our Neighbors” on the right side of 
the missions page.  If you do not have internet access, contact Barb Ceruti at 630-
355-1748, ext. 240, for a copy of this article. 



 

6  

What Do You Want From Church?    By Barb Ceruti 

May 2011 

 

H ow wonderful it 
was to see a full- 

to-overflowing sanctu-
ary on Easter morning!  
What if it were like 
that every Sunday, not 
just at Grace, but at 
mainline churches eve-
rywhere?  According 
to statistics, however, 
attendance in virtually 
all mainline denomina-
tions has been declin-
ing steadily since the 
1960s.  From 1970 to 
2000, the U.S. United 
Methodist population 
dropped from 5.3% to 
approximately 3%. 
 

The United Methodist 
Church’s recent 
“Rethink Church” ini-
tiative states that “a 
new generation of both 
seekers and believers is 
yearning for something 
more, something deeper, 
something relevant” and 
challenges United 
Methodists every-
where to envision 
church as not simply a 
place to go, but as 
something we do—a 
call to action to be-
come involved to-
gether in a world big-
ger than our individual 
reach.  As Methodists, 
outreach is part of our 
basic Wesleyan fabric.  
At Grace, we go out 
and do a good bit.  
Each year, we support 
nearly 50 local, na-
tional and global mis-
sions with both human 
and financial resources.  

Recently, on May 1, we 
embarked on a church-
wide mission initiative 
to get out in the com-
munity and devote a 
morning to serving 
others.  In a matter of 
days, our Rebuilding 
Together volunteers 
will complete their 
work on a project in 
Aurora.  This summer, 
our youth and adults 
will do in Kentucky and 
around the Chicago-
land area.  Next sum-
mer, a team from 
Grace will return to 
Kenya and do in an-
other part of the 
world.  Our recent 
Step Up in Discipleship 
campaign challenges us 
to do more in our daily 
walk in faith.  And the 
do list goes on. 
 

Could it mean some-
thing more, this yearn-
ing for “something 
more, something 
deeper, something 
relevant”?  At the 
core, what do people 
really want from 
church, if anything 
much at all?  Though 
dated, a comprehen-
sive 1993 study by Uni-
versity of Oregon soci-
ology professor Ben-
ton Johnson and his 
colleagues offers a 
compelling look at the 
“real” reason for the 
decline in church at-
tendance.  They found 
that religious commit-
ment began eroding 
generations ago, with 
growth beginning to 
decline in the early 
1960s when adoles-
cents who were con-
firmed in the mainline 
church dropped out 
and did not return and 
for whom church 

never regained its 
value or meaning.  Of 
Methodists specifically, 
they write, “One can 
sit today in the balcony 
of a typical United 
Methodist church and 
look over a congrega-
tion of graying and bald 
heads.”  In a pattern 
they call “lay liberal-
ism,” the Oregon 
scholars found that 
many reject the view 
that Christianity is the 
only religion with a 
valid claim to the truth 
and that, by and large, 
they do not care 
greatly what theologi-
cal views their children 
espouse or whether 
they attend church, as 
long as they are “good 
people.”  Couple this 
attitude with the fre-
netic pace and myriad 
commitments people 
keep today, and dedi-
cation to regular 
church involvement 
seems even less likely.   
In fact, several survey 
respondents expressed 
that they did not wish 
to be burdened with 
church responsibilities 
on top of everything 
else in their lives. 
 

But the news is not all 
bad.  Another ambi-
tious study commis-
sioned by the United 
Methodist Church and 
conducted by Towers 
Watson consulting firm 
in 2010 found that of 
the nearly 33,000 
United Methodist 
churches in the U.S., 
5,500 of them are vital, 
with healthy atten-
dance, growth and  
high congregational 
engagement.  And 
while 5,500 represents 
just over 16% of the 

entire American UMC 
aggregate, the fact that 
there is growth in the 
mainline church at all  
is nevertheless encour-
aging, especially as 
growth is often associ-
ated with actionable 
response to what wor-
shippers are seeking 
from church. 
 

Theories and studies 
abound as to why the 
mainline church is de-
clining and what can  
be done about it, and 
there is not enough 
room on this page to 
even scratch the sur-
face.  But, as the 
UMC’s “Rethink 
Church” movement 
challenges, “Why don’t 
we go ask [the church 
people] what they 
need?” Grace Notes, 
and Grace Church, is 
interested in what our 
own congregation 
wants and needs from 
church.  How can the 
mainline church recap-
ture meaning and rele-
vance in today’s world?  
Please take a moment 
to share your thoughts 
in the space at right.  
Including your name 
and phone is entirely 
optional, but your re-
sponse is important to 
us, whether you attend 
church regularly or 
not.  Response within 
the next 30 days is 
appreciated.   
 

Please clip and drop off 
your response to the 
church office, ATTN:  
Barb Ceruti; scan and  
e-mail it to gumcnotes@ 
peopleofgrace.org; or 
mail it to Barb Ceruti, 300 
E. Gartner Rd., Naper-
ville, IL  60540.   
 

What Does “Something 
More, Something 

Deeper, Something 
Relevant” From Church 

Mean to You?  
This question refers to 

the italicized copy in the 
first column, second 

paragraph of this article.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(optional) 
Name: 
 
Phone: 
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Last weekend was our end-of-
year confirmation retreat.   
Parent volunteers and some 
of our staff reflected upon 
our faith together, touching 
upon the deep well of love 
and compassion of our God 
and Christ for all of us.  What 
a beautiful experience!  We 
each have such a deep desire 
to love and be loved, to give 
to the world and receive back 
from it; parents especially 
want their children to experi-
ence these things.  Thanks be 
to God and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who show us the way 
to achieve these things, as  
part of God’s kingdom.   
 

I was reflecting with a friend 
recently about how hectic my 
life was and how frustrating it 
can be to know you are not 
going to accomplish every-
thing you want and feel you 
need to get done, for your-
self, and especially for 

others.  One morning, I woke 
up almost in a state of panic 
and despair, fearing that I 
would fail.  Then, I began to 
fear for my safety driving 
around doing my tasks. (I have 
been known to have minor 
accidents when under great 
stress.)  So, as I was getting 
ready to begin the workday, I 
just sat down and prayed, 
asking God to help me dis-
cern what was necessary to 
accomplish that day and what 
I could let go.  Who was most 
needful of my attention be-
fore the weekend with the 
confirmation students?  I 
asked God to help me reach 
others later and to give me 
the grace to be his love in 
action that day, so that I could 
be a blessing to those with 
whom I would speak and that 
I would know and feel his 
presence in all that I did.  
Then I took out my list and 

my calendar again and began 
to reprioritize.  Philippians 4: 
4-9 is one of my favorite 
Scriptures, with a great direc-
tion from Paul for our Chris-
tian living.  “Rejoice in the 
Lord always! At all times lift 
your requests to the Lord, 
with thanksgiving, and God’s 
peace will keep your heart 
and mind in Christ Jesus.“    
If we work first on our posi-
tive, prayerful, thankful con-
nection to God and Christ, 
they will help us re-order our 
lives and accomplish the truly 
needful things with grace.  
 

I had a wonderful day that day 
that began in a panic, unbur-
dened by guilt and fear (well, 
okay, just a few twinges).  My 
son asked me why I was so 
happy when I got home for a 
brief supper with family be-
fore another meeting.  I told 
him I had a wonderful day, 
filled with love for a whole lot 

of people!  
And that is 
what we 
should all 
have, every 
day, and what we can have 
when we put Christ’s things 
first.  It is not easy to do this, 
because when we are busy, 
our default is to clamp down 
and try to control our every 
minute by ourselves.  But that 
usually only brings fear, panic 
and distress to us and others.  
I know, because I’ve been 
there and done that.     
 

Let us pray for each other 
that in this busy month, we 
will remember to give our 
hearts to the Lord so we will 
be filled with his love to spill 
over into the lives of others! 
 

On the journey with you in 
Christ’s love,    

Linking Up to Grace      By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

T hree exciting concerts are 
coming to Grace this spring 

season!  Be sure to mark your  
calendars for these wonderful 
musical offerings:  

 

Spring Choral Celebration 
Sunday, May 15, 8:15/9:30am in 
Worship 
Featuring the Grace Chancel Choir and 
Soloists 
 

This year’s theme is hymns and Gospel 
music. You’re guaranteed to know the 
tune on lots of these pieces, and if not, 
you’ll be whistling them on your way 
out!  Warm up your toes for tapping 
and your hands for holy clapping—
there will be some great black and 
southern Gospel music!  Yes, we’re 
letting our hair down, with the goal of 
putting a smile on your face and a song 
in your heart.  Don’t miss this one! 
 

“Once More...With Feeling” 
Monday, May 16, 7:30pm 
Featuring the Grace Chamber Singers 
 

The Grace Chamber Sing-
ers are honored to present 
“Once More...With Feel-
ing” for the spring meeting 
of the American Guild of 

Organists (AGO), and everyone is in-
vited to come along.  This program 
features music that expresses the 
deepest of human emotions and spiri-
tual aspirations.  Come and rediscover 
that music is good for the soul!  From 
the Renaissance to the Civil War, from 
Duke Ellington to Gospel, this concert 
will move you!  Admission is $5 at the 
door for all adults, and students are 
FREE.  No tickets are needed; you may 
pay at the door. 
 
 

Music Celebration Sunday 
Sunday, June 5, 2:00pm 
Featuring NIU’s Ensemble in Residence, 
“Cor Cantiamo” 
 

Illinois’ newest, freshest professional 
choir, led by Dr. Eric Nelson, Director 
of Choral Activities at Northern Illi-
nois University.  This exciting choir 
will sing a varied program, including 
classics, spirituals, and Gospel.  Admis-
sion is $10 for all adults; $5 for stu-
dents, and FREE for Grace Music Min-
istry participants and their immediate 
families.   

Concert Corner     By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 
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By Angela McCurdy 
 

At the Grace Library 
open house last fall, a 
certain book was 

pointed out to me several times by 
those who had read it.  With Mother’s 
Day approaching, I thought I’d finally 
follow up on the advice and take a look 
at this story about a boy and his 
mother.  Those of you who recom-
mended it to me are certainly not 
alone in your enthusiasm.    
 

Enrique’s Journey: The Story of a Boy’s 
Dangerous Odyssey to Reunite With His 
Mother has been selected by seven cit-
ies as a One City, One Book selection 
and by 41 colleges and universities as a 
freshman or all-campus read.  Sonia 
Nazario won a Pulitzer Prize for the 
original series of 2003 Los Angeles Times 
articles on Enrique’s trek to reunite 
with his mother. 
 

When Enrique was five, his mother, 
Lourdes, decided that her only chance 

to make enough money to support her 
two children was to leave them with 
relatives in Honduras while she made 
her way to the United States to find 
work.  Her plan was to return after a 
short time, but, while she promises to 
be home for Christmas year after year, 
eleven years have passed and she has 
still not returned.  Enrique set out 
alone to find her.  He is one of an esti-
mated 48,000 children who make simi-
lar journeys each year in an attempt to 
reunite with mothers who have left 
them behind to seek work in the 
United States.  Nazario tells Enrique’s 
story and retraces his steps across two 
borders, from Honduras through Mex-
ico and into the United States.  She 
surrounds Enrique’s story with those 
of other immigrants and of those they 
encounter along their treacherous 
journeys north.  If they do succeed in 
rejoining with their mothers, their diffi-
culties are not over.  The human cost 
to both mothers and children is very 

high; they have 
become 
strangers, 
separated by 
guilt, anger, 
and disap-
pointment. 
 

There are 
many books 
about immi-
gration and its 
surrounding issues.  Along with Enri-
que’s Journey, two other books recently 
added to the Grace Library collection 
are M. Daniel Carroll’s Christians at the 
Border: Immigration, the Church, and the 
Bible and Aviva Chomsky’s “They Take 
Our Jobs!” and 20 Other Myths About 
Immigration.  Nazario also discusses the 
complex social and economic context 
for Lourdes’ and Enrique’s decisions, 
but by focusing on their particular 
story, she gives a human face to a very 
complex issue.   
 

Story of Boy’s Journey to Find His Mother a Poignant Mother’s Day Read 

By Winnie Graver 
 

Some of our members 
may not know, and oth-
ers may have forgotten, 
that Grace Church’s first 
building (into which we 
moved in 1891) had 
stained glass windows.  
These windows were 
then moved to our next 
church home in 1909, 
which also had stained 
glass windows through-

out, some of them memorial windows.   
 

When we moved to our present site in 
1971, funds didn’t allow, nor was it 
feasible, for us to bring more than one 
memorial window with us.  To keep 
within planned finances, members 
helped out in many cost-saving ways 
during that time; they cleared brush, 
dug ditches, scraped parking lots, 
cleaned, and painted all the inside 
walls.  Two hundred people moved us 
into our new building.  Our women 
began hosting the Hamball Luncheon 

to raise funds to equip our kitchen, 
and 150 giving units supplied every 
piece of the church’s furniture and 
equipment as memorials.  Another 50 
gave money ten years later to fund our 
steeple.   
 

Today, we have the opportunity to 
place memorials windows in our cur-
rent church home.  We have thus far 
received $65,000 of the $85,000 in 
gifts needed to completely refurbish 
and install these windows.  We would 
like to complete this funding by mid-
May so that our artists can continue 
preparing the windows to enhance our 
building and continue our heritage and 
spiritual enrichment.  We thank the 55 
giving units who have participated in 
this project thus far and invite others 
to join them in this act of generosity.   
 

Donation envelopes are in the pews 
and the church office.  Please contact 
Winnie Graver at 630-769-6089 or 
Sue Schofield at 630-778-9559 with any 
questions or for further information. 

Stained Glass Window Project 76% Funded Sign Up for the 
River Sweep! 
Come join the Grace 
Church & Society team 
in cleaning up a portion 

of the DuPage River near our church 
grounds on Saturday, May 21, 8:30 
a.m. (gathering time in the upper park-
ing lot) through 12:00 noon.  We’ll 
have a potluck picnic after the sweep.  
This is the 20th annual River Sweep, so 
come be a part of this tradition of do-
ing something good and green!  Sign up 
on May 8 or May 15 in the Activity 
Center; contact Jaci Green-Tschirhart 
at 630-357-3343 with any questions. 
 

Blessed Be the Bikes! 
Motorcyclists, don’t miss 
this year’s Blessing of the 
Bikes service on Satur-
day, May 21, beginning 
with a light breakfast at 9:00 a.m. in the 
lower parking lot.  Revs. Don Niswon-
ger and Carol Findon will offer a ser-
vice of blessing for a safe riding season 
at 10:00 a.m.  Bring your bikes, and be 
sure to tell your friends who ride! 
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
Dennis Fischer, husband of Mary Fischer 
Ray Hamilton, husband of Carol Hamilton 
Martin O’Leary, father of Kathy Powell 
Yuri Patkevich, father of Rev. Valeri Patkevich, pastor of 
our partner church in Russia 
Carolyn Perardi, friend of Traci Nelson 
Terry Reed, cousin of Kathy Michaels 

                                  Baptisms 
Tori Lorine Garaffa, daughter of Mark Andrew Garaffa and 
Kari Lorine Grysh and granddaughter of Paul and Lorie Grysh, 
was baptized on April 10 

Celebrations and Congratulations 
Rowan Mary Stout, daughter of Andrew and Sarah Stout, 
was born on April 2 
Rachel Marie Tyo, daughter of Charlie and Jenny Tyo and 
granddaughter of Tom and Betsy Tyo, was born on April 14 
Eric Jungnickel and Jill Myatt 
(pictured) are engaged to be married 
Pastor Bob Atkins was elected Presi-
dent of the Chicago Society of Biblical 
Research.  Pastor Bob is one of only two 
pastors in 130 years to be elected to this position; most have 
been professors of Biblical Studies or Religion 
Lorraine Mitchell celebrates her 90th birthday on May12.  
Send greetings to P.O. Box 113303, Anchorage, AK  99511 

With Thanks 
 

Many thanks to Betty Jo May, who volunteered to be our 
new Friday morning receptionist. 
 

Thanks to all who purchased mulch in sup-
port of summer youth missions and to those 
youth who spread and/or delivered it. 
 

Thanks to all who helped at Feed My Starving Children on 
March 30.  Along with 30 other members from the commu-
nity, our Grace group assembled and packed 9,072 pounds of 
a powdered formula mix, which is enough food to nourish 25 
children for a year.  A $150 donation was also given from the 
Grace Hunger budget to help cover shipping costs.   

 

       Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot 
taken by you or someone you know (no internet downloads or 
otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to  
gumnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church office, 
ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be returned to the 
owner upon request).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 

This is Molly, Bob and Dee Husselbee’s “granddog,” who 
lives in Carmel, IN.  She is a soft-coated Wheaton Terrier 
whose soft-as-silk hair does not shed.  Molly loves to be 
outside, no matter how cold or snowy.  Can you tell? 
With the Husselbees’ four grandsons, aged 2-11, there is 
always someone to play with Molly during the day and 
sleep close by at night.  Molly loves visiting “Grandma and 
Papa” Dee and Bob and especially enjoys the car ride! 

Molly 

From the Grace Hunger Team 
June Hunger Collection is Sunday, June 5, benefiting 
Aurora Interfaith Pantry at Hesed House.  Please bring food 
items to the narthex, or you may also make a monetary con-
tribution to the offering plates or the ceramic “love loaf.”  
Please make checks payable to GUMC, noting “love loaf” on 
the memo line.  Also, stop by the Hunger bulletin board out-
side the Activity Center some time to learn more about the 
food pantries Grace sponsors. 
Looking Ahead...Mark Wednesday, July 20, on your calen-
dars.  Once again, Grace will help staff DuPage PADS at Trin-
ity Lutheran Church.  Volunteers to help staff and prepare 
food will be needed! 

2nd Annual 
FCM Bean Bag 
Tournament to 
Air On ESPN 
Okay, not really, but 
now that we’ve gotten 
your attention, men, 
please mark Friday, 
July 22, on your cal-
endars for Fellowship of Christian Men’s 2nd Annual Bean 
Bag Tournament.  This is a highly competitive event with 
lots of laughter.  Please join us this year and be part of 
the winning team that will  
attempt to dethrone Jim “Twinkle Toes” Powell and Gary 
“Feather Touch” Reese.  It’s not too early to start work-
ing on your toss!  Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by 
the contest at 6:30.  Our recent Step Up in Discipleship 
campaign had 22 men show interest in Fellowship of 
Christian Men, so we expect great things this year!   
Don’t miss it!  RSVP or find out more with Bob 
Pacanowski at 630-355-0804 or bobfod@aol.com. 


