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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

May 2009 

The Grace of Spring! 

8th Annual Blessing of  the Bikes 
Saturday, May 16, beginning at 9:00am 
Each year on a Saturday morning in May, motorcy-
clists come to Rev. Don Niswonger’s service of 
blessing for a safe riding season.  Held outside in 
the lower parking lot, the Blessing of the Bikes is a 
beautiful spring morning of fellowship, praise mu-
sic, catered breakfast beginning at 9:00 a.m., ser-
vice of blessing at 10:00 a.m., and a season-opening 
ride with attending motorcyclists.  All welcome! 

Spring Choral Celebration 
Sunday, May 17, 8:15 and 9:30am 

 Join us in worship for a stirring musical journey 
through themes of disconnection and alienation, 
moving into the hope of sacred connection, then at 
last, joyful celebration of being “found.”  Music in-
cludes Gospel and African selections, moving an-
thems, and beloved choral pieces by Felix Mendels-
sohn, in honor of the 200th anniversary of the com-
poser’s birth.   Invite your friends and family! 

DuPage River Sweep, May 16, 9:00am-12:00pm 
Go Green with Grace—help beautify a section of our river at the DuPage River Sweep!  Our section encompasses our 
own church property at Gartner Road to Hillside Drive.  To participate in this effort, contact Church and Society 
Chair Chris St. John at 630-548-5737.  We’ll have food and fellowship after we participate in the river sweep! 

Spring Work Day, Saturday, May 30, 8:30-11:30am 
Come help Grace Trustees spruce up our church grounds this year at their annual spring clean up.  We’ll be working 
on the most visible areas of our church, including the upper parking lots and near the Lighthouse.  Bring your work 
gloves, pruning shears, rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.  Refreshments will be served.  Help keep Grace beautiful! 

Music Celebration Sunday and “Special Consensus” Bluegrass Band 
Sunday, May 31- picnic at 12:00pm; concert begins at 1:30pm 

If you serve in any Grace music ministry ages high school through adults, we’d like to recognize you with a Grace Music 
Celebration, beginning with a picnic at 12:00 noon on the lower field area.  Please make sure to pick up your invitation 
from your music group’s director, in the church office, or by calling the music office at 630-355-1748, ext. 232.  Picnic 
and food details are on your invitation.  Following our picnic, the acclaimed “Special Consensus” Bluegrass Band, Chi-
cago’s own, will entertain us!  Music ministry participants may attend the concert free of charge.   
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  “THE SPECIAL CONSENSUS” BLUEGRASS CONCERT IS OPEN TO ALL! 
“Special Consensus” advance tickets can be purchased in the church office or online at www.peopleofgrace.org/concerts. 

In advance:  $10 adults/$8 seniors 65+/$5 students or $12/$10/$5 at the door   

Also on May 31...”Suds on Sunday” for Youth Missions!   
Let our youth wash your car while you’re in worship!  

 

 Proceeds benefit summer mission trips to New Orleans and St. Louis 

See these beautiful trees in color at www.peopleofgrace.org 
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Pastor’s Journal  
  

Back to Faith Basics Through the Storms of Change 
 

Spring is a time of change, from the dark skies of winter to the summer sun.  Thunderstorms 
naturally accompany this seasonal change.  This year, it seems the displacements caused by our 
economy and investment markets swirl like storms around us. 
 

When I was growing up, my family always had a Chrysler or a Plymouth.   My grandfather always 
had a Ford.  Now my family drives a Chevy and a GMC.  Some changes are really not changes.  But this year, there are 
real transitions that feel like thunderstorms.  Chrysler is in bankruptcy and GM is struggling.  These economic storms 
signal a shifting economy and a changing season. 
 

In this season of change, faith in a God who continues to care and to provide makes all the difference.  In seasons of un-
bridled economic growth, it almost seems as if faith in God might be irrelevant.  Then when storms surround us, the 
“foxhole faith” of crisis can cause us to make outlandish promises to an unseen God in the hope of changing the situa-
tion.  But faith that sustains us through both good and bad times is cultivated all year long. 
 

Graduations and weddings are ceremonies of change that look forward to the future.  When we confront the complex 
issues of life, it is the worship of God that helps us look forward to a future we cannot see.  Faith that sustains us 
through difficulties and times of change is the opposite of “foxhole faith.”  It is grown in worship, honoring God in the 
everyday patterns of our lives. 
 

Join us in worshiping God and getting back to the basics of faith. 
          Grace and Peace, 
 
 

May 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair 
 

We’re a third of the way 
into 2009, and it appears 

it will be a year to remember. As if the 
worst economic downturn since the 
1930s is not bad enough, we’re now  
being threatened by a flu pandemic. In 
the midst of all this uncertainty and 
anxiety, however, we’re seeing a surge 
in commitment to actually address 
problems, rather than just talk circles 
around them. Health care deficiencies, 
hostile credit card practices and terms, 
pollution of water supplies, effects of 
fossil fuel consumption on air quality 
and climate…People are mobilizing and 
engaging these tough problems, and I 
sense a collective sigh of relief at the 
prospect of positive action, even 
though the road to solutions will be 
long and difficult. 
 

As these events swirl around us and  
impact Grace members in various 
ways, we are continuing to move for-

ward and adapt in order to meet the 
needs of our members and our com-
munity. When times are tough, we do 
seem to pull together. Grace is partici-
pating in the Tough Times Initiative in 
our surrounding community to ensure 
that awareness of local support ser-
vices is provided to those in need. Our 
Fellowship of Christian Men group has 
swelled to twice the size it was a year 
ago, with promise of an even stronger 
gathering for the July 25 baseball outing 
(see page 7 for details). The recent 
UMW Hamball Luncheon drew a huge 
throng of hungry folks from across the 
community. To allow more opportu-
nity for our children (age four through 
5th grade) to experience and under-
stand traditions of Methodist worship, 
a “Sacred Sojourn” offering has been 
prepared at our 11:00 am service, 
meeting first in the Sanctuary, then 
moving to the Chapel. A second Kids’ 
Camp In occurred May 2, as a result of 
the very positive response to the first 
offering on Valentine’s Day. Moms and 

dads dropped off their kids and had a 
night on the town together—kids had 
fun, too! 
 

At our recent Church Council meeting, 
Trustees Chair Steve Peters reviewed 
a list of capital projects that represent 
a mix of sorely needed maintenance, 
safety, and repair items as well as op-
portunities for improving our grounds 
and facilities. These include air condi-
tioning, roof repair, parking lot mainte-
nance, Lighthouse renovation, railings 
on the Chancel steps, etc.  We’ll be 
working to prioritize these items and 
define costs and approaches to funding. 
Our facilities and grounds provide the 
platform from which our mission work 
is supported and projected, so it’s im-
portant to keep them in good condi-
tion! Stay positive, engage the issues 
that are your passion, act to make 
things happen. Each and every one of 
us can make a difference, and together 
we are a movement. Greet someone 
you don’t know this week and remem-
ber your nametag! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    
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Let’s Go Out to the Ball Game! 
Families, join Fellowship of Christian 
Men on Saturday, July 25, for an all-
you-can-eat picnic with games for the 
kids and a Kane Country Cougar game 
against the Dayton Dragons!  Picnic 
with tent is from 4:00-6:00 p.m.; ball 
game begins at 6:00 p.m.  Registration 
deadline is June 14—the sooner we 
can get a head count, the better!  Cost 
of $24 per person (16+); $18 (under 
16); and $100 maximum for a family of 
five includes your ticket to the game 
and unlimited food and drink.  Register 
on the coupon below, or tear one off 
the posters hanging around the church. 

Summer Healing Yoga 
 

Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman is leading 
two healing yoga series this summer: 

Monday Evenings, 7:00-8:15 p.m. 
June 8-July 27 (8 weeks) 

$80 per series; $15 drop-in 
 

Thursday Mornings, 6:00-7:00 a.m. 
July 2-August 6 (6 weeks) 
$48 per series; $12 drop-in 

 
Register by June 1 with Adrienne Ann Ilseman  

by calling 630-606-5905 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The deadline for June 
Grace Notes is:  

Tuesday, May 26 
 

Grace Notes is published for the mem-
bers and friends of Grace United Meth-

odist Church.  Submit news to Barb 
Ceruti via e-mail at 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ www.peopleofgrace.org 

Women’s Night Together 
Another Great Success! 

Approximately 75 women gathered 
together on April 24 for the Grace 
Evangelism Committee’s “Women’s 
Night Together,” an evening of fel-
lowship, dinner and inspiration.  
Keynote Speaker Rev. C. Kay 
Turner talked to women about 
“Tending the Garden of Your Soul.”  
Participants couldn’t say enough 
about our wonderful speaker!   
 

“Rev. Kay was outstanding!” raved 
Joan Williams, who attended the 
event with her daughter, Kim.  “She 
was just so real, honest, and inspir-
ing.”  Joan also had very enthusiastic 
words to say about the workshop 
she attended, “Cooking with 
Herbs,” led by Joannie Rocchi of 
The Growing Place.  “It was so de-
lightful and engaging.”   
 

“This was a great night of growth, 
renewal, relaxation and prayer,” said 
event organizer Kim Scharafin.  Said 
Julie Schlegel, who led the “Strong 
Connections:  Fitness for Life” 
workshop, “I was very inspired by 
Kay and enjoyed educating my 
groups about the importance of 
strength training for women and 
taking care of ourselves.  It was a 
great night of food, great company, 
and a wonderful keynote speaker.” 
 

Other inspiring workshops and lead-
ers included Rev. Nicole Snyder’s 
“Prayer and Contemplation,” Rev. 
Adrienne Ann Ilseman’s “Healing 
Flow:  The Power and Promise of 
Yoga,” Rev. Dr. Carol Findon’s “The 
ABCs of Stress Management,” and 
Lynne Staley’s “Coping with Loss.” 
Many thanks to Kim Scharafin and 
the Evangelism team, Rev. Lisa Telo-
men, Rev. C. Kay Turner, our work-
shop leaders, and all who attended 
this wonderful event. 

May 2009 

Dinner/Silent Auction Raise Over $5,000! 
Grateful thanks to all who attended our Spaghetti Dinner and/or Silent Auction 
on April 18-19, donated gift cards, hand-made items or gift baskets.  Thanks also 
to the many local businesses that offered gift cards or items to our auction.  Your 
support and generosity garnered over $5,000 in proceeds toward our mission 
trips to New Orleans and St. Louis this summer.  Thank you and bless you! 

FCM SUMMER EVENT 

Name:_________________________ 

Phone #_______________________ 

E-mail_________________________ 

No. attending__________________ 

Total amount paid______________ 
You will receive phone or e-mail confir-
mation of the receipt of your check.  
Please make checks payable to Grace 
United Methodist Church and indicate 
FCM 2009 Summer Event on the memo 
line.  Mail check and this coupon to: 

Bob Pacanowski 
1605 Valley Ridge Court 

Naperville, IL  60565 
Please register by June 14! 

$24 per person (16+); $18 (under 16); 
$100 max. for a family of 5 

Includes your ticket to the game and  
unlimited food and non-alcoholic drinks  

Round Out  
Your Week 
At Saturday evening 
“Circle of Worship” 

5:30 p.m. Activity Center 
 

family-friendly • weekly communion • 
informal, intimate setting • original music 

from Vickie Wagner • lazy Sundays! 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” 
our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click 
“This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
See page 1 for upcoming spring events! 
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O n April 25 of this year, 
a day that felt more 

like July, more than 40 
Grace volunteers joined the 
annual Rebuilding Together-
Aurora effort to give a face 
lift to the home of a disad-
vantaged family in Aurora, 
IL.  Badly needed were a 
total exterior paint job, a 
new kitchen faucet, new 
kitchen floor, new lighting, 
new microwave and toilet, 
rebuilt porch, replaced ga-
rage siding boards, basement 
shower, windows and sills, 
plumbing repairs on leaky 
water works, and the list 
goes on.  Generously of-
fered were all of these in-
stallations, repairs, and 
more.  While the home 
looked and operated re-
markably better after a day 
of work (some arrived the 
day before to do prep work 
for the majority of the vol-
unteers arriving on Satur-
day), the true “face lift” was 
on the people who live 
there. 
 

“Rubin came up to me, 
grabbed my hand, and with a 
quiver in his voice, related 

to me how thank-
ful he was for the 
work we provided 
to make his house 
a better place,” 
said Mike Doll, 
veteran Rebuilding 
Together volun-
teer and independ-
ent contractor.   
 

Like Mike, Cheryl 
Ameiss also arrived 
on Friday to pre-
pare for the next 
day.  “We were 
cleaning things up 
in preparation for 
leaving, and Mom 
and Pop came 
home.  Rubin was 
wearing a hospital band on 
his wrist and had the familiar 
gauze taped to the fold in 
his elbow from a blood test 
or IV.”  Learning from Mike 
that Rubin was diabetic, 
Cheryl could sense that 
Rubin was not feeling well, 
but he insisted on shaking 
hands and talking with the 
group of volunteers.  
“Though I was very tired, 
very sore and probably 
overheated,” said Cheryl,  
“it was all worth it to see 
his smile, joy and profound 
appreciation.  There have 
been several times in my life 
when I have needed the help 
and support of others…I 
can help others who have a 
greater need than I in re-
membrance of those who 
have helped me.” 
 

Joel Sassa was particularly 
grateful for the Rebuilding 
project and the warm wel-
come he received from pro-
ject coordinator Thatch Ir-
win.  A member of the 
Alumni Council at Mount 
Union College (Alliance, 

OH), Joel and his fellow 
alums were asked to partici-
pate in a day of service.  Af-
ter struggling to find an or-
ganization that was willing to 
let them get involved, 
Thatch welcomed the group 
with open arms, said Joel.  
“The Rebuilding project was 
very rewarding.  With all 
the bad news these days, it 
was nice to get together 
with friends to break a 
sweat and help a family out.”   
 

Susan Marseille has volun-
teered on the Rebuilding 
Project for over four years.  
“Each time I have helped on 
the projects, I have gone 
home with a smile on my 
face and a good feeling in my 
soul,” she said, noting that 
the families RTA helps have 
medical, financial and family 
situations that make life diffi-
cult for them every day.  
“To be able to give them a 
light in the kitchen, a work-
ing toilet, new paint on the 
house...I know I’m helping to 
make their daily lives better.  
I look forward to putting my 

hands to work helping oth-
ers next year.” 
 

In this climate of change and 
increased awareness of the 
detriments of personal and 
corporate excess, our 
Grace family’s helping hand 
to those in need is particu-
larly significant.  “It is nice to 
know that our efforts were 
appreciated,” said Mike Doll.  
“Experiences like this are 
what spirituality and church 
are really about.”  May we 
continue the good will ex-
tended on the Rebuilding 
Together project and re-
spond with ever increasing 
numbers to Christ’s call to 
serve. 
 
For further information regard-
ing the Rebuilding Together-
Aurora project, or to volunteer 
your services next year 
(unskilled workers welcome!), 
contact Thatch Irwin at 630-
961-3278 or  
tirwin@wideopenwest.com. 
 
 

Rebuilding Together-Aurora Answers Call to Serve  By Barb Ceruti 

Grace Rebuilding Together volunteers in front of the Aurora home they  
painted completely on the outside and extensively refurbished inside.   

Jerry Schlegel arrived on the 
Rebuilding Together site ready 
to paint. 
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A s spring finally 
comes into its 

own, we look forward 
to the changes that will 
come in the rhythms of 
our lives.  For some, 
the changes are as small 
as the pleasure of sit-
ting on a deck with cof-
fee and a bit of reading.  
Others anticipate ex-
tended vacations to 
places that are warm 
and sunny, mountain-
ous or exotic. In our 
home, we welcome our 
college-age son back 
for the summer and a 
little less rush in getting 
Mom and daughter off 
to school every day.  
Dad is very eager to get 
his hands into the soil 
and see what green 
havoc can be wrought 
in our small yard. But 
with all the anticipation 
that comes with the 
welcome warmth, the 
changing season brings 
an opportunity to look  
back over the season 
and give thanks for the 

lasting graces of the 
year in music and wor-
ship at our church. 
 

To fully appreciate the 
gifts of this past season, 
we must step back a 
bit.  I’m reminded of 
Georges Seurat’s fa-
mous painting, “A Sun-
day in the Park on the 
Island of La Grande 
Jatte” that I’ve admired 
at the Art Institute. If 
you look at it up close, 
you see countless dots 
of color, and the mind 
is boggled at how these 
dots, when viewed 
from a distance, bring a 
scene to life.  From 
those dots you can al-
most feel the warm 
French sun, smell the 
sea, and hear the 
breeze in foliage and 
the play of the dogs and 
monkey.  (Yes, there’s 
a monkey!)  And so I 
am reflecting today at 
the change of season 
on the grander picture 
of God’s work at Grace 
though music and wor-
ship.  As I “step back 
from the dots,” I see a 

story of renewal, 
strength, growth, care 
and vision. I see leaders 
and followers who ex-
tend patience with our 
humanity and encour-
age us to run with our 
strengths. I see growing 
strength through signifi-
cant commitments in 
our church.  I am in 
awe of the church’s 
faith through its finan-
cial support of the min-
istries of Grace, even in 
hard times.  I see com-
mitments to our young 
people and care for 
those up in years—
commitment to excel-
lence in not just music, 
but in all we do. I see a 
church determined to 
keep its vision alive for 
those not yet inside the 
church doors. I see a 
willingness to be chal-
lenged to invite others 
to join us inside the 
safe walls of faith. I see 
young people willing to 
stretch themselves to 
give birth to a newly 
commissioned musical 
composition that de-

manded maturity be-
yond their years. I see  
a congregation learning 
to love and live along-
side those who prefer 
different worship ex-
pressions. The arts of 
drama and dance have 
appeared in inspiring 
ways.  I observe gifted 
musical artists who give 
sacrificially of their time 
and talent to be part of 
the worship life of a 
church through our 
choirs or instrumental 
groups. I experience 
many with a heart and 
desire to serve through 
song who are willing to 
refine and deepen their 
abilities. I walk along-
side a growing contem-
porary worship group 
that is stepping out in 
faith to lead others 
where they are willing 
to go themselves. And  
I notice traditional cho-
risters increasingly 
sensing a personal and 
spiritual connection to 
the music we share.  
I see a community be-
ginning to awaken to 

the magnificent music 
that can be heard at 
Grace. And I hear more 
and more people who 
want to talk about it to 
others.   
 

The large canvass I see 
is one of life and 
beauty. And it is a can-
vass that is still being 
painted. I trust that 
through this spring and 
summer, and into the 
new season, we will 
ever increase our vision 
and commitments in 
music and worship. We 
know how much it im-
pacts all that God is 
calling us to do and to 
be at Grace.  Perhaps 
this is the time for you 
to become part of the 
work of the master 
artist in a more active 
way.  Become one of 
the countless “dots” in 
the painting, and then 
step back with me and 
give thanks. 

    GRACE MUSIC MINISTRY  By Dan Wagner, Minister of Music 

Along 
with six 
other 
area 
college 
stu-
dents, 

Grace’s Brentley Loufek and 
Cory Sackett organized a 
volleyball tournament which 
raised more than $2,000 for 
the Elaingel’s Angels Foun-
dation, established by the 
Jungnickel family in memory 
of Elaine Jungnickel 
(pictured above) to provide 

assistance and educational 
support to children of can-
cer victims.   
 

What began as a class as-
signment to do a commu-
nity service project ended 
with well over 200 teens 
and adults playing volleyball 
April 11 at the Field House 
Family YMCA in Naperville.  
“Cory and I chose a fund-
raiser for Elaingel’s Angels 
because we wanted to do 
something to honor Elaine.  
Volleyball was so important 
to her and her family,” said 

Brentley, a sophomore at 
Lewis University majoring in 
athletic training. 
 

In addition to the 17 teens 
who participated in the 
tournament, including both 
Courtney and Carley Jung-
nickel, were teams of adults 
who also wanted to do 
something in support of the 
Elaingel’s Angels Founda-
tion.  One such team was 
comprised of Grace pastors, 
staff and their families.  
While the Grace team did-
n’t progress very far in the 

tournament, they led in the 
number of ordained minis-
ters on a team by a mile, 
quipped Mike Ceruti. 
 

Tournament proceeds ex-
ceeded organizers’ expecta-
tions.  “I didn’t think we’d 
bring in as much money as 
we did,” said Brentley.  For 
Elaine’s husband, Eric, the 
charitable event over-
whelmed him with grati-
tude.  “Mr. Jungnickel got 
emotional when he came in 
and saw everyone,” noted 
Brentley. 

Grace College Students Organize “Elaingel’s Angels” Volleyball Tournament 
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Wow!  Yet another fantastic confirma-
tion Weekend of Decision retreat!  It’s 
an exhaustive (and for us older folks, 
rather exhausting!), yet exhilarating 
weekend of soul examination and com-
mitment, as we ask our confirmation 
students if they are willing and ready to 
commit to continuing their faith jour-
ney with Christ, and at Grace. 
  

We all enjoyed spending time in the 
Presbyterian Camp castle, Stronghold, 
in Oregon, Illinois.  The castle is com-
plete with a tower, creaky wooden 
floors, a couple suits of armor, a secret 
passageway, and indoor plumbing, 
thank goodness!  We had wonderful 
vespers in candlelight, helping the stu-
dents to reflect on trusting Jesus and 
God to guide and strengthen them in 
their life decisions.  We talked about 
using the tools of Scripture and prayer 
to influence and give perspective on 
choices and decisions.  We considered 
creeds and church tradition as students 
evaluated and prioritized their faith 
values and beliefs.  We discussed com-
mitments they make to family, school, 

sports, dance, music and church, and 
how faith can help them to navigate all 
those demands and pressures.  And, 
we talked about their goals for career 
and faith in their adult lives:  how will 
faith play a part?  Even beyond church 
on Sunday, how will faith inform and 
shape their careers?  How will their 
skills and careers allow them to do the 
work of Christ every day and give back 
to their communities?  How can they 
help to show Christ’s love, build the 
kingdom of God in their everyday lives, 
as well as be active participants in 
church, learning and worshiping and 
serving God with their church family?  
These are good questions for all of us 
to think, pray, and converse about! 
  

These are some of the thoughtful, in- 
depth conversations the youth had 
with each other and the adult leaders 
on their retreat.  This weekend of con-
centrated conversation, worship, and 
activities helps to crystallize the mean-
ing and call of Christ upon our hearts 
and the purpose of church in helping us 
to live out our commitment to Christ 

more fully. 
  

Group building games 
helped us to loosen 
up, refresh and re-
energize our bodies and minds and al-
lowed us some downtime and goofi-
ness together.  We were so blessed 
this year to have a beautiful sunny Sat-
urday to be outside for our games! 
 

I invite you to join us on Confirmation 
Sunday, May 17, at the 11:00am ser-
vice.  Come celebrate these young 
people’s decision to follow Christ and 
become members of Grace United 
Methodist Church.  Twelve in this class 
of 50 will be sharing excerpts from 
their commitment essays, and others 
will be reading Scripture, leading 
prayer, music, and helping to greet and 
usher.  You will be humbled, as am I, at 
the heights and depths of faith these 
young people will share with us.  We 
thank God for their presence at Grace! 
 

Peace,  

Linking Up to Grace     By Pastor Lisa Telomen  

D ue to a late arriving rental van, 
nine students and five adults from 

Grace arrived at Hope College in Hol-
land, MI, on April 24 in time to catch 
only the last hour of the evening’s Jr. 
High “Believe” retreat activities.  “We 
joked to the kids that we had to turn 
back and go home then,” said Grace 
Youth Pastor Howie Snyder.  “They 
said that even that one hour would 
have been worth the trip.”   
 

“It was one big concert the whole 
time,” said 13-year-old Kelly Shugh, 
who, along with eight other junior high 
girls from Grace, was blown away by 
the overnight retreat.  “And we 
learned about God in the process,”  
she added.  Twelve-year-old Natalie 
Wagner particularly enjoyed the musi-
cal aspect of the retreat.  “It was fun to 
dance and learn new music,” she said.  
Sixth grader Greer Snyder agreed:  
“The music was great; it was fun to 

dance and sing along.”  In a 24-hour 
period that included speaker Kurt 
Johnson, Junior High Youth Pastor at 
Saddleback Community Church in Cali-
fornia (of Rick Warren fame), high-
energy Christian rock bands—including 
one comprised of 8th, 10th and 12th 
grade girls—a stunt man, an illusionist, 

and an artist whose palette included 
chainsaws and smoke, the 600+ junior 
high students attending the retreat also 
managed to learn about the power of 
God’s love.   
 

Drawing from scripture in the book of 
Jeremiah, students were urged to 
speak God’s words by encouraging oth-
ers, defending the defenseless, and shar-
ing their faith. According to retreat 
organizers, the stunts and other theat-
rics were designed to help students 
process the idea that there were each 
made uniquely and known by God be-
fore they were formed. 
 

“Developmentally, sixth and seventh 
graders need concrete examples,” 
noted Howie.  “They don’t deal as 
much in the abstract.” When asked 
how more students can be inspired to 
attend Jr. High “Believe” next year, 
Howie replied, “All they have to do is 
talk to someone who went this year.”  

Junior High “Believe” Wins Over Grace 6th and 7th Graders 

A member of the teen girl band Rubyz 
wows the crowd at the Jr. High “Believe” 
retreat April 24-25 in Holland, MI. 
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Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Jeanine Hallett, mother of Sharon Thomsen 
Harry Kalas, Jr., son of former Grace pastor Harry 
Kalas, Sr. (1929-1934) and beloved “Voice of the Phillies” 
Edna Kanney, mother of Chuck Kanney 
Hans Lieberwirth, friend of Cynthia Rupp and the 
Ameiss family 
Janet Schmuckal, sister of Robin Schmuckal 
Rick Sendzimer, brother-in-law of Dale and Anita 
Scholtens 

Baptisms 
 

Sydney Lee, daughter of Steven and Jennifer Given, was 
baptized on April 19 
Grant William, son of James and Lynn Lengemann, was 
baptized on April 19 

Celebrations 
 

Julie Balling and Jason Holdeman were married on 
April 25 
Lindsay Correll and Garth Newport were married 
on April 25 
Christine Fortt and Andrew Wright were married 
on May 2 
Grace Parish Nurse Pam Riley was commissioned by 
Central DuPage Hospital on May 6.  Pam is the only par-
ish nurse to be commissioned this year 
Lorraine Mitchell will be 88 years old on May 12; 
please send greetings to 700 W. Fabyan Pkwy, Apt. 336C,  
Batavia, IL  60510  
Lida Spires will be 92 years old on May 14; please send 
greetings to 1700 Robin Lane #259, Lisle, IL, 60532 

New Members 
Names in bold face indicate members of Grace 

 

David Biegon, Mike and Martha Foreman and their 
son Zachary, Kristin LeRoy, Brian and Kendra Potts 
and their sons Ethan and Brett, Kimberly and Devin 
Reher and their son Dylan and daughter Haley, Eric and 
Heide Williams and their daughter Peyton and son 
Carter 

Letters 
 

Dear Grace Church, 
 

Thank you for keeping me in your prayers, and thinking and 
caring about me.  I greatly appreciate it.  God bless this 
church. 

Theresa Babassana 
  

 
If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share, 
please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 240,  

or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org. 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or ani-
mal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them 
in the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will 
be returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the 
animal’s name, and anything you’d like us to know about the 
animal or photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 

This is Scarlett, a seven-year-old Basset Hound who loves 
her bay window.  That is where she spends most of her 
day, enjoying the view and the day care children, accord-
ing to her owners, Gail, Chris and Stefanie Lindsay.  She 
loved the antlers for this holiday photo (can’t you tell?).  
Perhaps she was dreaming of the spring weather we are 
finally getting!   

 
Hamball Luncheon Serves Nearly 500 
United Methodist Women’s annual Hamball Luncheon 
welcomed 474 guests on April 17 and raised more than 
$3,600 in support of local, national and global UMW mis-
sions.  Many thanks to all who worked at the event, pre-
pared food, made donations, and attended the luncheon.  
Your support is greatly appreciated!  

Scarlett 


