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Join the Circle! 
 

Without you, 
it’s just square. 

 

Join us Saturday evenings,  
5:30 pm, in the Activity  
Center for an informal,  
intimate alternative to  

Sunday worship 

Family-
friendly! 

Music 
from 
Vickie 
Wagner 

Weekly 
Communion 

Elijah! 
Presented in Worship by the  

GRACE CHILDREN’S MUSIC MINISTRY 
Sat., May 10, 5:30 p.m. and Sun., May 11, 11:00 a.m.   

Register Your Kids for  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!  ∙  JULY 14-18!   

Registration and volunteer forms are in the church  
office and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.   

Registration is now open to the community--tell your friends!   
VBS is for children aged 3 by 1/1/08 through the  

completion of 4th grade.  Adults, teens, 5th/6th grade volunteers wanted! 

VBS VBS VBS! 

Address correction requested 
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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:12 
Grace Notes 

  

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church    

Rev. Carol Madalin’s quiz in last 
month’s Grace Notes posed the 
question “Is Grace a Friendly 
Place?”  This quiz familiarized us 
with the various welcoming minis-
tries of Grace and challenged us 
to be a more friendly, welcoming 
congregation.  In that spirit, we 
contacted those members who 
most recently joined Grace 
Church (on March 9, 2008) to 
get to know them better and 
further assimilate them into our 
Grace family.  We’ll do the same 
with each group of new members 
and look forward to featuring 
them in future issues of Grace 
Notes.  Further information 
about these and future new 
members can be found in the 
blue information sheets on the 
Welcome table at the back of the 
sanctuary. 
 

The Camp Family 

Nancy Camp says that her 
family became aware of Grace 
after her husband, John, read 
one of Pastor Bob’s columns in 
Positively Naperville.  John liked 
what he read and suggested 
that they visit our church.  
“Upon visiting,” said Nancy, 
“we found Grace to be very 
open, warm and inviting.”   
After attending for a few 
months, the Camps decided to 
make Grace their church home 
because they enjoyed the peo-
ple, the sermons and the mu-
sic.  They also wanted a church 
with an active youth program 
for their son, Matt, who is a 

freshman at Naperville North 
High School.  The most impor-
tant aspect of a church home 
to the Camps is a sense of 
belonging and support in their 
growth as a Christian family.  
“We feel strongly that Grace 
will provide the framework for 
our growth.”  As a nurse, 
Nancy would like to assist in 
Grace’s Health and Wellness 
Ministry.  Though she is a busy, 
full-time doctoral student, 
Nancy would nevertheless also 
like to become involved with 
United Methodist Women, as 
time permits.  Matt is already 
involved with Youth Fellowship 
and His Grace teen praise 
band.  John travels a lot, but he 
too would like to become in-
volved at Grace outside of 
worship. 
 

The Cinnamon Family 

The Cinnamons had been 
looking for a church in the 
vicinity of south Naperville for 
some time, hoping to find one 
that met their needs and at 
which their two sons would 
know children from school.  
After visiting Lutheran, Presby-
terian and Methodist churches 
in both Plainfield and south 
Naperville, the Cinnamons 
finally felt at home with the 
traditional service at Grace.  
“We decided to become mem-
bers because we wanted our 

family to belong to a church 
and have the opportunity to 
get involved in church activi-
ties,” said Shelly, who noted 
that she and her family have 
always been community volun-
teers, active in Loaves & 
Fishes, Cub Scouts, and school 
activities.  “We are looking 
forward to volunteering at 
Grace, too!”     
 

The Dabareiner Family 

The Dabareiners have been 
attending Grace since last fall, 
enjoying our 9:30 Sunday ser-
vice and our Sunday School 
program.  “Our four-year-old 
son likes his Sunday School 
class very much!” reports Aud-
rey.  “We found the people at 
Grace to be very welcoming 
and friendly and just felt as 
though this was a church that 
would meet the spiritual needs 
of our family now and well into 
the future.”  Audrey says her 
family would like to become 
involved in the Sunday School 
program.  She is also attending 
Martha-Esther Circle, in which 
she hopes to do future service. 
 

The Krasowski Family 

The Krasowskis say they felt 
“immediately at home” at 
Grace.  They are looking for-
ward to getting involved with 
our youth mission trips when 
their children, now two and 
five, get older.  Sunday School 
is also very important to them.  
 

Otto and Joan Meglin 

Companionship is very impor-
tant to Otto Meglin.  “If I get 
sick, I want to have a church 
family who cares about me!” 
he said, remembering the 
church friends he and his wife, 
Joan, had who’ve passed away.  
Parents of Grace member 
Dave Swanson, Otto and Joan 
felt a built-in affinity for Grace.  
Dave’s wife, Ellen, is the daugh-
ter of fellow new members 
Jack and Jane Riddle (see page 
2), and the two couples share 
Grace grandchildren in Kate 
and Jackie Swanson.  The 
Meglins particularly enjoy our 
9:30 service:  “We love the 
Chancel Choir,” said Otto.  
Because their granddaughter, 
Jackie, sings in the Grace 
Youth Chorale, the couple also 
enjoy attending the services 
that feature this choir.  Joan is  
a member of the Grace Tem-
ple Builders exercise class, and 
this editor is particularly grate-
ful for the Meglins’ willingness 
to prepare Grace Notes for 
mailing each month!   

Meet Our New Members! Why Did They Choose Grace?  What Matters to Them in a Church Home? 

Nancy, John and Matthew Camp 

Shelly, Nate, Tom and (top) 
Joshua Cinnamon 

Audrey, Grace, Tom  
and Ethan Dabareiner 

Ryan, Beth, Lauren and Tom 
Krasowski (Continued on page 2) 

See Grace Notes in color every month at www.peopleofgrace.org 
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Pastor’s Journal   
Spring comes upon us with significant changes in our lives.  Daylight is longer; we agree to move our clocks ahead.  
Heavy winter coats have gone to the cleaners, replaced by raincoats and umbrellas.  Gone too is the clear, crisp air 
and crunch of snow underfoot.  Pollens and other allergens have taken their place.  The whine of lawnmowers re-
places the growl of snow-blowers as rain and sun grow the grass green.  Spring rains, so important for ground water 

levels and gardens, also threaten floods.  It seems there is a balance between the positive and negative consequences of our climate. 
 

Much of life is that way.  Like allergies and floods, unintended negative consequences balance the positive outcomes we anticipate as 
changes come upon us.  The World Food Programme of the United Nations confirms World Bank estimates that the recent sharp 
rise in dollar-denominated food prices will send 100 million people into hunger and starvation.  Positive change in agricultural prod-
uct development, long overdue incremental increases in commodity prices, extraordinary increases in fuel prices, and the develop-
ment of bio-fuels conspire to impose consequences that overwhelm vulnerable populations of the world. 
 

Our economic seasons are changing with greater risks in financial markets.  In recessionary times, we take on a defensive posture, 
try to limit our exposure to risk, and take more time in making decisions.  Nations are limiting the export of rice and attempting to 
intervene in markets, but the fundamental issue of hunger remains. 
 

When the flood comes, we gather together to relieve those affected.  Spiritually healthy people open their eyes to the suffering of 
this world, the unintended consequences visited upon others, and find ways to make a difference.  Check out www.UMCOR.org and 
the United Methodist Hunger response: UMCOR Advance # 982920 World Hunger/Poverty. 
               

           Grace and Peace, 

May 2008 

“Welcome, New Members” 
continued from page 1… 
 

The Olson Family 

When Mark and Suzy Olson 
were married at Grace in 1996, 
Suzy and her family were mem-
bers at the time.  Upon return-
ing to Naperville from Prince-
ton, NJ, and Dublin, OH, the 
Olsons (who had two children 
during their time away) were 
seeking a church that 
“embodied the values that we 
had grown up with,” said Mark.  
“After ‘interviewing’ many 
churches in the area, Grace 
simply felt most comfortable.”  
Mark says that his family values 
a traditional church service and 
experience.  “We do not go to 
church to be entertained each 
week, but rather to benefit 
spiritually and leave on Sunday 
fulfilled,” Mark explained.  “We 
also relish a welcoming congre-
gation that we can call friends.” 
Though she is busy raising small 
children, Suzy is interested in 

joining the choir at some point.  
While Mark travels much of the 
time, he might like to serve as 
an usher.   
 

The Quaranto Family 

“We started coming to Grace 
after I noticed the picture wall 
when I took my daughter to 
Brownies,” said Maggie Quar-
anto.  “I liked that everyone 
looked like they were involved 
and having fun.”  Maggie says 
that their church home needs 
to be a place that her children 
like to go.  “It has not been a 
struggle to get my children to 
attend church, which is why we 
became members of Grace!”  
The Quarantos hope to be-
come involved in our children’s 
ministries and missions.  “We 
are very impressed with the 
work Grace has done not only 
for our community, but for 
other communities—we want 
to be a part of that!” 
 

Jack and Jane Riddle 

Like Otto and Joan Meglin, Jane 
and Jack Riddle have family ties 
to Grace.  Their daughter, Ellen 
Swanson, is married to Otto 
and Joan’s son Dave, and the 
four grandparents are thrilled 
that their granddaughters, Jackie 
and Kate Swanson, are also part 
of the Grace family.  Heavily 
involved as church teachers, 
volunteers and officers through-
out the years (Jack was instru-
mental in founding an American 
Baptist church in Westchester, 
IL), the Riddles are mentoring 
Jackie through confirmation 
class this year.  A former choir 
member, Jane loves the music 
at our 9:30 Sunday worship and, 
like the Meglins, Jack and Jane 
enjoy watching their grand-
daughter sing with the Grace 
Youth Chorale.  Jane was par-
ticularly impressed with the 
welcoming ministries at Grace:  
“Rev. Carol was very quick to 
answer our call for a home visit, 
and the Ridders [St. Andrew’s 

Callers] came quickly, too,” 
remarked Jane.    
 

Mary Ann Thaman 
Coming 
from a 
Meth-
odist 
Church 
in 
Chula 
Vista, 

CA, Mary Ann Thaman felt that 
she needed to visit at least one 
Methodist church when she 
moved to our area.  “Church 
shopping is easier than it used 
to be, because you can find out 
a lot about a church through its 
web site.  Grace’s site indicated 
a church that was alive, so that 
got me in the door,” said Mary 
Ann.  Another factor was a 
member of her church in Cali-
fornia who had grown up at 
Grace.  “The irony of that was 
another nudge.”  Mary Ann 
counts faithful preaching and 
uplifting music as important 
aspects of a church home, but 
also places high value on out-
reach and education, particu-
larly adult education.  Mary Ann 
has joined the alto section of 
the Chancel Choir, but feels it’s 
too much fun to be considered 
service!   

Charlie, Mark, Will & Suzy Olson 

Joey, Maggie, Jason and Aubrey 
Quaranto 

Pastor Bob’s “Journals” also appear in “Positively Naperville” 

Photos courtesy of Mike Doll 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 
May 10 Family Workday Needs You! 
Our Grace Trustees are once again hosting 
a Grace Church Family Workday, this year 
on Saturday, May 10, from 8:30-11:30am.  
Help us do some much needed spring 
clean-up in the areas surrounding the park-
ing lots on both sides of the church.  Please 
bring your rakes, wheelbarrows, gloves, 
gardening tools, etc.  Refreshments will be 
served!  Contact Rex Dailey at 630-369-
4512 for further information. 
 

“Prayer Group for Men” 
Men, join us on Sunday evenings from 7:00-
8:00 p.m. in the Chapel for a weekly op-
portunity to gather in prayer in a non-
intimidating environment.  Grow in prayer, 
develop a more dynamic relationship with 
God, and petition God’s intervention in the 
needs of our families, the people of Grace, 
our community, nation and world, and in 
our own personal lives.  Contact Charlie 
Volz at 815-609-2567 for more informa-
tion.  The Chapel will remain open until 
9:00 p.m. following prayer group for those 
who want to linger in prayer. 
 

Grace Children’s Musical May 10-11 
(See back cover) 
 

Summer Missions Golf Benefit May 
17 (see page 5) 
 

Silent Auction for Summer Missions 
On Sunday, May 18, Grace youth will be 
hosting a Silent Auction in the Activity 
Center during Connections.  Come bid on 
some great items in support of our two 
missions trips to New Orleans and Indian-
apolis this summer!  Donations for the 
auction are gratefully accepted; please drop 
them off in or outside the youth office, 
marked with your name, the value of the 
item, and the vendor.  Tax exemption pa-
perwork for donors/vendors is in the 
white shelves outside the youth office. 
 

Confirmation Sunday May 18 
Please support our newest members of 
Grace and the United Methodist faith by 
attending their confirmation ceremony on 
Sunday, May 18, at the 11:00 worship. 
 

Restorative Yoga Sessions in May 
Come experience the healing power of 
restorative yoga with anointing oils!  Eve-
ning RY with Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman 

meets Tuesday, May 20, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
($15); sunrise RY meets Thursday, May 
22, 6:30-7:30 a.m. ($10).  Both sessions are  
in the Chapel; please register in advance 
with Rev. Carol Madalin (630-355-1748), 
and please bring a yoga mat to class. 
 

May Women’s Circles  
Martha-Esther invites all women of 
Grace to brunch at Cress Creek Country 
Club—no potluck, no study...just FUN!  
Brunch is May 20, 9:15 a.m.  Free, loving 
childcare is available through Leslie Staple-
ton at 630-961-9304; please bring a per-
sonal care item for families in shelter.  
Contact Leslie to express your interest in 
attending the brunch...Sarah will take a 
walking tour of Marianjoy Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Wheaton on Tuesday, May 20, 
including lunch.  Reservations are required, 
so please contact Janet Hilsenbeck at 630-
961-1345 to attend...Mary will have its 
year-end brunch on Tuesday, May 20, 9:30 
a.m. at Pancake Café...Priscilla will host a 
potluck dinner on Tuesday, May 20, 6:30 
p.m., at Joan Bratton’s.  Following dinner, 
JoAnn Stuart will present “The History and 
Memories of Aprons.”  Feel free to bring 
your own aprons to share...Ruth will meet 
Wednesday, May 21, 9:15 a.m., at Barbara 
Hoch’s for a luncheon, co-hosted by Dee 
Husselbee.  Please bring a gift for Aurora 
Child Development.   
 

Grace Book Club 
Grace Book Group will meet Thursday, 
May 28, at 12:45 p.m. in the home of 
Wanda Jones.  We will discuss Elizabeth 
Gilbert’s Eat, Pray, Love. 
 

Summer Missions Car Wash  
Fundraiser June 1  (see page 5) 
 

Catch the Bus to Rev. Carol’s  
Ordination! 
If you would like to attend Rev. Carol 
Madalin’s ordination to Deacon in Full 
Connection on Saturday, June 7, there will 
be a bus traveling from Grace to Pheasant 
Run in St. Charles, 5:30-9:30 p.m.  Round-
trip price is $10.  Contact the church office 
at 630-355-1748 if you would like to attend 
this very special ceremony. 
 

New ChristCare Groups Forming 
ChristCare Group Ministries have added 
three new groups to our small group offer-
ings at Grace (see next column):   

• I KR (I Care) is for teens junior high 
through high school who are experienc-
ing loss of all kinds.  Contact Rev. Carol 
Madalin (630-355-1748) or Sue Fein 
(630-983-3842) for further information. 

• Transitions meets the first and third Sun-
days in May and June at 9:30 a.m. in 
Room 223.  This group is for adults who 
are experiencing change in their lives.  
Whether it’s a job transition, loss of a 
spouse by divorce or death, relocation, 
empty nesting or retirement, come join 
this group that addresses the “bumps” 
on the road of life.  Contact group 
leader Sherry Schmidt at 630-369-9298 
with questions or for information.  Next 
group meets Sunday, May 18. 

• No Limits is built upon the belief that life 
can be lived fully, despite limitations.  
This group will explore and share ways 
of pursuing dreams and finding one’s 
special gifts.  Learn to live with hope in a 
world that doesn’t always comprehend 
or address the needs of those who live 
with physical limitations.  Led by Deb 
Stamm, dates/times TBA.  Contact Rev. 
Carol Madalin at 630-355-1748 to ex-
press your interest in joining this group. 

 

Nervous About the Economy? 
Often, downswings in the economy mean 
job loss and career transition.  Grace 
Church facilitates a faith-based, online ca-
reer transition resource called Workforce 
Ministry that’s free of charge if you contact 
Grace member Thatch Irwin at 630-961-
3278.  Discover new opportunities through 
a multitude of career search channels and 
resources.  For more details, visit 
www.peopleofgrace.org; click the “Links” 
tab, then the Workforce Ministry logo. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS 
JULY 14-18—REGISTER NOW! 
Grace families and the community at large 
can register now for Grace’s Vacation Bi-
ble School.  We’ll be “Surfin’ Through the 
Scriptures”!  Registration forms for partici-
pants and volunteers are in the church 
office or online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  
We are in help in all areas; in particular, we 
need someone to lead games during rec-
reation time.  VBS is for children aged 3 by 
January 1, 2008, through the completion of 
fourth grade.  Adults, teens, 5th/6th grade 
apprentices, please volunteer! 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mis-
sion,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org. 

May 2008 
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W e have completed 
the planned April 

Pledge Appeal, in an effort to make up the 
shortfall in pledges for 2008. We had a 
target of $215,000, and to date we have 
had an additional pledged amount of ap-
proximately $149,000. This leaves us 
about $66,000 short of our goal, though 
some additional contributions may still 
come in. Should we fall short or our tar-
get, we will be convening to determine 
how to adjust the 2008 budget, and we 
will keep you posted going forward. We 
thank those who were able to help in this 
effort. Your gifts are a blessing. 
 

The April Appeal itself was a special proc-
ess in trying to effectively represent all of 
the diverse ways in which Grace contrib-
utes to our members and community, and 

how the fabric of our stories is interwoven 
amongst our members. From what might 
at first glance seem like coincidental or 
circumstantial situations, we recognize the 
work of God in our lives, playing out in 
sometimes muted and sometimes dramatic 
ways. Grace is a medium and a channel for 
bringing people together and amplifying 
their gifts far beyond the limits of them-
selves alone. We were moved and stimu-
lated—and inspired. I received significant 
feedback, expressions of gratitude, and 
appreciation for those who shared their 
stories with us over the last few weeks. 
From the history of Grace, to bringing 
hope into the lives of others, to being up-
lifted by powerful music, to busy people 
finding renewal from bringing God into 
their lives…this is what Grace is about.  
 

Be welcoming! Greet new members as 
well as long-time members. Introduce 
yourself to someone new. Read the article 
in this newsletter about our newest mem-
bers, and seek them out to say hello.  
Wear those nametags and make Grace 
sing out with energy and engagement! 
 
 

Update Update Update   by John Bodine, Church Council Chair 

O ur committed and engaged volunteer 
youth leadership team at Grace 

United Methodist Church is seeking a new 
full-time Director of Youth Ministries.   
Together, we seek to foster a community 
of youth and adults sharing and growing in 
faith in Christ, to create an environment 
that encourages trust in God and each 
other, and to encourage the development 
of a personal and a group sense of purpose 
and meaning in the Holy Spirit.  We want 
to empower our young people for leader-

ship and service in the community and our 
adult leadership team in their walk with 
the Lord. We seek to lead by example and 
engage by participation. We desire a per-
son called by God to share Christ with 
others, to be "real" with kids and to walk 
this journey of faith together with us. 
 

Our current Junior and Senior High youth 
ministry is built on Sunday morning Sunday 
School, mid-week and Sunday evening 
meeting times, retreats, and significant 
mission trips in the summer. This summer, 

we will take over 110 youth and adults on 
youth-sponsored mission trips. 
 

We require at least a four-year college 
degree and four years of related experi-
ence in paid or volunteer positions. United 
Methodist Certification in Youth Ministry 
and Seminary education is a plus.  Salary 
and benefits are appropriate to the com-
munity of Naperville, Illinois, and candidate 
qualifications.  For more information about 
this position, please contact Pastor Bob 
Atkins at 630-355-1748. 

Grace Seeks Full-Time Director of  Youth Ministries    from the Grace Youth Ministry Search Committee 

215K 

$149,000 

APRIL PLEDGE APPEAL RESULTS 

This past month has 
been a very “faith-full” 
one for Grace, following 
on the heels of the faith-
filled weeks of Lent.  The 
special events of 
“Women’s Night To-
gether” and “Under the 
Acacia Tree” were op-
portunities for many to 
be filled with God’s 
grace.  Each Sunday in 
April, Grace members 
shared transformational 
stories of how God is 
making a difference in 
their lives and, through 
them, in our church and 

our world.  We also had 
a transformational day of 
service, rebuilding a 
home together in Aurora 
last month.  I hope you 
were touched by at least 
one of these speakers 
and/or events, if not all!  
 

May 2-4 was our Grace 
confirmands’ “Weekend 
of Decision” retreat.  
For most of them, this 
the their first big step in 
faith, and we ask the 
church to pledge their 
support to these stu-
dents and their parents 
when they are confirmed 

in our faith on May 18.  
They will need us as they 
face many difficult deci-
sions in the next four 
years of high school.  
 

Do you remember that, 
as a church, we pledge to 
uphold and support each 
of our members, not just 
at baptism or at confir-
mation, but all the time, 
for all of our lives?  As 
we face difficult decisions 
and personal crises in 
our lives, it is good to 
remember that not only 
are God and Christ 
there for us, but so are 

the people of our church 
family and staff.  You can 
lean on these people to 
encourage, support and 
pray for you.  This is the 
pledge we make to each 
other on Christ’s be-
half—to make God’s 
love and kingdom avail-
able to all of His chil-
dren, starting here and 
now! 
 

Our confirmation stu-
dents will be making a 
commitment to Christ 
and joining our Grace 
Church membership on 
Sunday, May 18, at the 

11:00 am 
worship 
service.  I 
hope you will celebrate 
this life-affirming decision 
with them and join them 
in their choice to be 
“faith-full” by being there 
for them that Sunday and 
for others each day, with 
and for Christ.  Let us 
pray that, like April, May 
will also be a transforma-
tion time of faith for all!     

In Christ’s love, 

Linking Up to Grace   by Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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O h, stupid me!  Those were the 
words that came to mind when I 

realized I had forgotten to bring my 
camera to the April 18 “Women’s 
Night Together” event at Grace.  But I 
quickly saw the irony in the fact that the 
whole point of this lovely evening for 
women was to value ourselves, forgive 
ourselves, and realize how “marvelously 
made” we are (Psalm 139:14).  Freedom 
from “should do’s” and “have to’s” (not 
to mention cell phones and cameras!) 
was also the idea. “Restore, refresh, re-
focus,” announced the media promoting 
this event.  “Talk as nicely to myself as I 
do to my plants,” read one of the many 
self-affirmations on a scroll given to 
every woman by the evening’s keynote 
speaker, Rev. Dr. Cecelia Swafford Har-
ris.  “This poster is framed in my office; 
I look at it every day,” said Dr. Harris, 
referring to a larger version of the 

scroll she offered.  Pastor of St. Mat-
thew United Methodist Church in Chi-
cago, Co-Chair of the Northern Illinois 
Conference Harvest 2020, and Confer-
ence Chair of Natural Church Develop-
ment, Dr. Harris opened and closed the 
four-hour event with a message of spiri-
tual metamorphosis, using the metaphor 
of the life cycle of a butterfly to illus-
trate the journey from struggle against 
guilt, fear and self-doubt to emerging 
change and growth in God’s love.   
 

In between, the roughly 90 women in 
attendance enjoyed a meal of tasty sal-
ads and flatbread pizzas from Lou Mal-
nati’s, served by the men of Grace, and 
five-minute complimentary massages 
from therapists at Universal Spirit Yoga 
in Naperville.  Following dinner, partici-
pants broke off to attend two inspiring 
workshops of their choice.  Workshops 
focused on such topics as health and 

fitness through yoga, exercise, medita-
tion and wellness in spite of hormones, 
herb gardening and sharing faith with 
children.  
 

Alas, I have no photos of this event to 
share...but I hope you have gotten the 
picture that this was a very special eve-
ning indeed! 
 

Many thanks to Amy Hashimi, Kim 
Scharafin, Lisa Telomen and the Grace 
Evangelism Committee for planning this 
event, Rev. Dr. Cecelia Swafford Harris and 
her assistant, Camille, workshop presenters 
Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman, Rev. Im Jung, 
Julie Schlegel, Rev. Raney Good, Dr. Chad 
Wasson and Joan Wessling Rocchi, Univer-
sal Spirit Yoga personnel, Grace men Bob 
Allison, Bob Atkins, Ollie Burrows, Don Chi-
vas, Eric Jungnickel, Bill Masters, Bob 
Plummer, Bob Poland and Doug Scharafin, 
and all who attended this wonderful event.    
 

Women’s Night Together Highlights Spiritual Metamorphosis      by Barb Ceruti 

F ollowing 
Women’s Night 

Together on the very 
next night, “Under the 
Acacia Tree” hosted 
nearly 100 adults and 
children and 
“unashamedly” raised 
(after expenses) 
$1,200 to help UM-
COR (United Method-
ist Committee on Re-
lief) build water wells 
in Darfur and $1,200 
to assist internally displaced persons in Kenya.  The African-
decorated and themed evening featured native Christian stories 
from Florence Mubichi, who befriended our Grace family when 
she was a nursing student in the United States.  Her grace and 
spirit also inspired Grace’s 2005 mission trip to Meru, Kenya, 
as well as Julie Utter and Annette Swanson’s “Seeds of Grace” 
initiative.  In addition to telling children’s stories, Florence dis-
cussed the political unrest, violence and resultant homelessness 
in Kenya after its most recent election. 
 

Following African songs presented by the Grace Praise Team, 
Sudanese gentleman James Deng Kot and a friend shared the 
state of displaced people in both Kenya and Sudan.  Tutored 
and befriended by Grace’s Ralph Keiser through Ralph’s service 
with Exodus World Service and World Relief, James is now a 
U.S. citizen and spokesperson for the Sudanese community in 

the western suburbs of Chicago.  Eight years ago, James be-
came a refugee in Sudan when he refused to convert from 
Christianity to Islam.  He spoke to “Acacia” guests about the 
continued unrest in Sudan and his gratitude for all of our efforts 
to help the people of his native country.   
 

Dinner for the evening was East African cuisine catered by 
downtown Naperville’s Masala Yangu, and dessert was pro-
vided by our Sudanese friends.  Jewelry made at the PEMA co-
operative in Kenya by women and children affected by AIDS 
was for sale, the proceeds of which benefit these women and 
children.   
 

Heartfelt apprecia-
tion goes to Seeds 
of Grace, the Kenya 
Mission team, the 
Commission on 
Religion and Race, 
Pastor Lisa Telo-
men, Bob Elazan, 
Ralph Keiser, the Sudanese community, Florence Mubichi, Dale 
Scholtens, Sue Schofield, Steve Southworth, Margaret Harrison, 
Sally Reschke, Rosalind Swanson, the Grace Praise Team,  
Masala Yangu, the Grace custodial 
staff, and all who attended and  
supported this worthwhile effort. 

“Under the Acacia Tree” Raises $2,400 for Water Wells, Displaced Kenyans 

Florence Mubichi shares African stories 
with youth in Fellowship Hall on April 19. 

PEMA 
jewelry 
sales 
benefit 
women 
and chil-
dren living 
with AIDS. 

James Deng Kot (left, with Ralph 
Keiser) spoke to “Acacia” guests about 

the situation in Sudan.    

For additional information about the needs of Kenya and Sudan, visit www.umcor.org and  
www.SaveDarfur.org, or the websites of the U.S. State Department or the United Nations 
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Summer Hymn Sing! 
During the month of August, musi-
cal preludes to worship services 
will be replaced by a Hymn Sing.  
Have you ever wished we would sing some of your fa-
vorite hymns?  Now is the time!  The Hymn Sing will 
begin about 10 minutes before service time.  Just make a 
list of your favorites and give them to Nancy Staton, our 
Principal Organist.  You may leave your list in the church 
office for Nancy, or you may e-mail her at  
ncstaton920@yahoo.com.  You may also send you  
requests by mail to 1101 Bauer Road, Naperville, IL,  
60563.  Be sure to indicate any dates you will be out of 
town, and Nancy will make sure that your hymn is sung 
when you are in worship.  Your choices may be Christ-
mas, Easter, patriotic, old, new—just so you love them!  
Start your list soon! 
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In an effort to better 
illuminate the mis-
sions and activities of 

the various ministries and committees at Grace 
Church, Grace Notes will highlight one com-
mittee or ministry each month, beginning with 
this “Spotlight On” the Grace Evangelism 
Committee.   
 

Perhaps you read on the previous page 
about the “Women’s Night Together” 
event on April 18.  Or maybe you at-
tended “Celebrate the Season” last No-
vember, when Fellowship Hall was trans-
formed into a sparkling dining hall of beauti-
fully decorated Christmas tables.  Men, per-
haps you went to the October men’s event, 
which highlighted the challenges and oppor-
tunities of being a Christian man in the 
world today.  If so, you are more familiar 
with the Grace Evangelism Ministry than 
you might think, as these major events 
(open to the community) are sponsored by 
Evangelism in an effort to fulfill its mission 
to witness and evangelize within the Grace 
family and reach out to the community with 
the Good News of the risen Christ.  Major 
events are just some of the work of the 
Evangelism Committee at Grace.  Under 
the umbrella of Evangelism are the welcom-

ing ministries of Grace, including Grace 
Lights (those who welcome newcomers on 
Sunday mornings with a smile and a gift); St. 
Andrew’s Callers, Grace couples who pay 
home visits to visitors, bearing bread and 
information about Grace; Grace Guides, 
those who stand at all the church entrances 

on Sundays to 
welcome, direct 
and answer 
questions that 
newcomers may 
have; and Grace 
Gems, a develop-
ing program 
designed to fur-

ther integrate newcomers into the 
family of Grace.  Said Evangelism Com-

mittee member Amy Hashimi, “Evangelism 
is defined by Webster’s Dictionary as ‘the 
winning or revival of personal commitments 
to Christ.’  This is a very important task!” 
stresses Amy.  “In order to bring new peo-
ple to Christ, we must strengthen those 
who have already made a commitment to 
Christ and to Grace Church.”  Remarked 
Evangelism Chair Kim Scharafin, “I love be-
ing a part of the Evangelism team.  As a life-
long member of Grace, I still think it’s great 
to reach out and meet new people and 
share the love of Christ through Grace 
Church.”     

Evangelism’s committee members include 
Kelly Blake, Susan Patton, Eric Jungnickel, 
Marlene Atkins, Landon Goad, Amy 
Hashimi, Stephanie Flatt, Judy Abderhalden, 
Bob Plummer, and Chairperson Kim 
Scharafin.  Staff support is provided by Ad-
ministrative Pastor Lisa Telomen.   
 

Other Evangelism-sponsored programs at 
Grace are ongoing support networks, such 
as the Grace Prayer Chain, which consists 
of over 50 callers and e-mail participants 
who pass along the prayer requests of our 
congregation and pray for their needs.  Lit-
erature such as “Upper Room” materials 
and “Care Notes” is provided by Evangel-
ism; this committee is also responsible for 
the annual Devotional Ministry Breakfast as 
well as organizing Grace participants in the 
Naperville Last Fling Parade each year.  
Looking ahead, a trip to Chicago Botanic 
Garden is in the works for this summer.   
 

New members are always welcome to join 
the Evangelism team.  “I believe that God 
challenges each of us to reach out in new 
and different ways,” said Amy.  “It is a privi-
lege to be a part of a group that works hard 
to spiritually inspire the men and women of 
different generations at Grace Church.”  To 
join this committee or for more informa-
tion, contact Kim Scharafin at 630-369-4734 
or kimscharafin@comcast.net. 

THE GRACE EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

“In order to bring new 
people to Christ, we 
must strengthen those 
who have already made 
a commitment to Christ 
and to Grace Church.” 

Pillows Soften Breast Cancer Treatment 
By Sandy Leedy 
In January, Grace United Methodist women initiated a Breast Cancer 
Pillow Ministry.  Our plan was to start small and distribute the pil-
lows to Grace Church members, friends and families who needed 
them for softness and comfort following surgery or during treatment.  
We initially made 35 pillows and immediately had several requests, 
not all for cancer patients.  There were fractured ribs, shoulder sur-
geries and other injuries that needed soft support.  As one person 
said, “They make all the hurting places feel better.”  Women’s circles 
made pillows, the Grace cancer support group made pillows, a 
Wednesday evening Lenten group made pillows, and individuals made 
them.  The cancer support group also volunteered to make all the 
tags for the pillows.  The tags are heart-shaped, indicating on one 
side that the pillow is a gift from Grace UMW and featuring words of 
inspiration on the other.  Because we had such an enthusiastic re-
sponse to this project, we offered the Edward Cancer Center some 

pillows, and they were thrilled that we 
thought of them.  They told us the pil-
lows would be put to good use by their 

 

(continued at top of next page) 
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Grace Personals 
 

Sympathies to the Friends & Families of… 
Sarah Beddow, aunt of Kim Blair  
 

Patricia Bowen 
 

Louise Harper 
 

Beth Hollingsworth, member of the Bollenbach family 
 

Bill Huber, husband of Nancy Huber 
 

James Mahabi, cousin of Nadia Kanhai-Zamora 
 

John Michael, father of James Michael 
 

Darrell Sheffey, father of Lynn Leitzen 
 

Anthony Taubert, husband of Pastor Bill Bryan’s niece, Betsy 
 

Baptisms 
Katherine Jane, daughter of C. Thomas and Heather  
Barnes, was baptized on April 13 
 

Bennet Frederic, son of Brett and Jennifer Jesso, was  
baptized on April 13 
 

Jill Pfeifer Rye was baptized on April 27 
 

Celebrations 
Christopher VanDyke, son of Mark and Marcia  
VanDyke, was married to Amber Dulla on March 22 
 

Ryan Michael Fahey, Scout Troop #555, was inducted into 
the Eagle Scout Court of Honor on April 6 
 

Bill Abe received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Naperville Jaycees on April 25 
 

Elaine Jungnickel posthumously received the Jaycees  
Distinguished Service Award on April 25   
 

On April 23 of this year, The United Methodist Church 
celebrated 40 years of union with the Evangelical United  
Brethren and Methodist Church  
 

Letters of Thanks 
Dear Members of Grace Church, 
 

I just wanted to thank everyone for your prayers and visits while I was 
in the hospital for those long seven months.  I am finally home now 
and completing my recovery. 
 

    Thank you again, 
 

    Alan Noerenberg 
 

If you have a letter or personal news you’d like to share, please e-mail 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org, or call 630-355-1748, ext. 240. 

“Breast Cancer Pillows” continued from previous page… 
patients during treatments, and they would welcome more pillows 
in the future.  Since January, we have made nearly 100 pillows and 
distributed about 50% of them, and we will joyfully continue to 
make and distribute more. 
 

A huge thank you goes to everyone who donated fleece, stuffing, 
or their time to this project.  It could not have been accomplished 
without you.  Also, thank you to Pastor Bob and Pastor Lisa for 
blessing our pillows and to those who have sent them out with 
their prayers.  If you or someone you know would benefit from 
the comfort, softness and support of one of these pillows, please 
contact Sandy Leedy, Margaret Harrison, Pam Riley, or the church 
office.  Remember, there may be a need for these pillows other 
than for cancer, and this ministry serves those needs as well.  We 
would welcome anyone who would like to help make these pillows 
at home.  Please contact Sandy Leedy at 630-357-0681 for more 
information, patterns and instructions.  There is NO sewing in-
volved!  Also, if you would like to donate fleece or stuffing for this 
project, it can be placed in the box inside the Stephen Ministry 
Office (lounge area).  Each pillow requires 1/2 yard of fleece.  
Thank you for your support! 
 

Hamball 
Luncheon 

Serves 
Nearly 500 
Each spring, 
Grace United 
Methodist 
Women’s Hamball Luncheon opens its doors to members of 
Grace and the community for a delicious luncheon of home-
made hamballs, salads and pies.  This year’s luncheon on a 
chilly April 11 was no exception.  With 470 guests in atten-
dance, UMW raised $3,222 in support of various local and 
world-wide missions.  Many thanks to all who supported the 
event with their service and attendance.  It takes everyone 
to make this event a success each year! 

“If you make hamballs, they will come…” 

Make Missions Possible! 
In support of our two summer youth mission trips to New  
Orleans June 7-15 and Indianapolis July 27-August 1, Grace youth 
are having three fundraisers in the months of May and June.  The 
first is a Golf Benefit May 17 at Blackberry Oaks Golf Club in 
Bristol, IL, beginning at 11:00am.  Cost is $90, limited to the first 
64 players who register (16 foursomes); scramble format includes 
18 holes, cart, lunch, and prizes.  Sign up on the green forms in the 
shelves outside the Youth Office.  Contact Rick Loufek at 630-898-
8986 for more information.   The following day, we will have a 
Silent Auction May 18 during Connections time in the Activity 
Center.  Please come and bid on some great items—donations 
welcome!  Our “Suds on Sunday” Car Wash is June 1, when 
churchgoers will get a bright, shiny car (their own) during worship! 

The deadline for June Grace Notes news is Tuesday, May 27. 
Grace Notes is published for the members and friends of Grace United  

Methodist Church.  To submit news or articles, please contact  
Barb Ceruti, Director of Communications, via e-mail at 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org; phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240; 
or drop off news in the church office, ATTN:  Barb 

Grace United Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL  60540 
630-355-1748  ∙  www.peopleofgrace.org 


