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The three-year Capital Campaign that 
renewed our Grace sanctuary, organ 
and classrooms is drawing to a close 
this month.  We are establishing a 
Capital Contingency Reserve Fund for 
ongoing capital needs and will encour-
age continuing contributions so that 
we can maintain our facility proac-
tively—including renewed air condi-
tioning!  A Library Committee has 
been formed and recommends setting 
up a hardcopy/online library in Room 
223.   With no budget impact until 
2008, the recommendation was  
approved by Church Council in April.   
 

North Central College has proposed a 
strengthened relationship with Grace 
in several ways; specifically, in sharing 
parking for freshmen in our upper lot 
in 2008.  We and Grace Trustees are 
considering implications and opportu-

nities for Grace and our neighbors as 
well as enhanced interactions with 
NCC students. 
 

A “Natural Church Development” 
seminar hosted at Grace in April 
proved to be an influential program in 
our plans for growth and the develop-
ment of a “passion-driven congrega-
tion.”  More to come as we continue 
to develop these ideas. 
 

You may have noticed cameras on the 
walls behind our bench pews.  They 
were installed so that we could trans-
mit live coverage of all Easter services 
into our video projector in Fellowship 
Hall.  The cameras are remote-
controlled, with zoom and pan capa-
bilities, affording many enhanced op-
portunities to create DVD’s of ser-
vices for shut-ins, and much more. 

Thank You for Your Support 
Many thanks to Grace members 
who supported the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers and Interfaith 
Action in the project to ensure bet-
ter wages and more humane treat-
ment of Florida farmworkers.  Your 
postcards, letters and other actions 
are most appreciated. 
 

Board Opportunities at  
Weekday Children’s Center 
Opportunities will be available  
August 1, 2007, for Grace members 
to fill openings on the Weekday 
Children’s Center Board of Direc-
tors and continue our mission to 
“care for, support, and nurture chil-
dren in their church family and the 
surrounding community.”  Contact 
Beverly Michels at 416-1766 to 
learn more about this prospect. 

Church Council News          from John Bodine 
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For nearly 40 years, Grace Church 
has been servin’ up those uniquely 
delicious hamballs at the United 
Methodist Women’s annual Hamball 
Luncheon.  This year, on a sunny 
April 13, our famous luncheon sold 
420 tickets, raising over $3,000 in  
support of women and children.   
 

Guests of the luncheon included 
Grace members and their friends, 
family and neighbors, citizens of 
the community, and a few of the 
larger organizations that in the 
early days (before Naperville was 
bursting at the seams with the 
latest, greatest restaurants) used 
to reward their employees with a 
great lunch of the hamballs, salads 
and pies that still grace the tables 
in Fellowship Hall each year.   
Many thanks to all who donated 

or prepared food, sold tickets, vol-
unteered at the event, and to those 
members of our congregation who 
supported the mission work of 
UMW by attending.  Special thanks 
to our Grace men, under the direc-
tion of Ollie Burrows, who washed 
dishes and cleaned the kitchen!   
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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:12 Grace Notes 
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Hamball Luncheon Serves Missions & Over 400 Guests! 

“Women’s Day Apart” Highlights Link Between Ourselves, Others & God 
Nearly 80 women gathered at Grace 
April 28 for “Women’s Day Apart” 
(presented by the Grace Evangelism 
Committee), a day of praise, music, 
lunch, and workshops designed to inte-
grate mind, body and soul, as God in-
tended. 
 

Drawing upon scripture from Mark 
12:30 (“Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength”), keynote speaker and 

Aurora Dist. Supt. of 
the Northern Illinois 
Conference Rev. 
Danita Anderson 
opened the day with 
the message that 
there is a vital link 
between ourselves, 

one another, 
God, and the 
world.   
 

“Today is a reminder that there are 
connections that we have to nurture,” 
said Rev. Anderson, who emphasized 
the three “C’s” implied in the thematic 
passage from Mark:  Connection, Com-
munion, and Communication. 
 

Grace Parish Nurse Pam Riley, who led 
a workshop entitled “Loving God and 
Ourselves,” focused on holistic health, 
incorporating body, mind and spirit.  In 
a “food meditation” exercise, Pam en-
couraged women to look at food, think 
about it, feel its texture.  “We don’t 
stop long enough to be mindful of what 
we eat,” said Riley, whose afternoon 
workshop session featured prayer and 
guided meditation   “A lot of women 
had to make the time to do [Women’s 
Day Apart], but once they did, it was 
really a blessing in their lives,” said 
Pam.  Special thanks to the Grace Evan-
gelism team, workshop leaders Carol Fra-
ser, Gail Hutchison, Pam Riley, the Rever-

ends Raney Good, Adrienne Ann Ilseman, 
Im Jung, Felicia Howell LaBoy and Lois 
Parr, Rev. Danita Anderson, Rev. Lisa Telo-
men, the Grace Praise Team, “If,” Bob 
Schmitt, Marian Cronin, and our Grace 
clergy, staff and lay people. 

 
(left) Rev. 
Im Jung 
leads par-
ticipants in 
exercise, 
meditation 
and reflec-
tion. 
 
 

 
(right) Rev. 
Lois Parr 
discusses 
how to find 
community 
in a big 
world. 
 
 

Rev. Danita Anderson speaks 
about connections between 
mind, body and soul. 
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Answering the Church’s Call 
 

Passion-driven lay leadership is the strength of Grace—always has been, always will be.  The Church is a 
vehicle that gets us to a destination.  Lay leadership is the engine that makes things happen, that gets us 
where we need to go. 
 

In another church three decades ago, Marvin took on the task of chairing the Church Board.  He did not want the job.  He did 
not think he would be particularly good at it.  But, when asked, he felt that he needed to respond because, apparently, some-
one felt he would be good at it. 
 

When, at the first Board meeting, more than half of the members failed to show up, Marvin decided that most had probably 
forgotten.  He determined that if he called everyone on the day of the meeting, they would come.  In the days before cell 
phones, Marvin needed to call each member of the Board before he went to work.  Being a dairy farmer, that meant calling 
everyone before 5:00 in the morning. 
 

Marvin said two things resulted:  one, everyone he called was home and answered the phone (he did not get a single answer-
ing machine); and two, everyone remembered the meeting. 
 

This month, our Lay Leadership team is calling to invite people to positions of leadership at Grace.  We promise not to call 
before 5:00 a.m.!  But we do need responses like Marvin’s, who answered because his church needed him.  Answer the call, 
and be part of the passion of Grace.   
                                                   Grace and Peace, 
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Rev. Dr. Findon 
Says... 
Issues about health and well-
ness have become a national 
focus.  We are being moved 

to be more aware of making changes in 
our lives in order to achieve maximum 
health and wellness in our lifetimes.   
 

May is Mental Health Awareness month.  
How is the mental health of the People of 
Grace?  Let us not forget to strive for 
emotional and spiritual health and well-
ness!  What does it take to achieve these 
goals?  Personal well-being in our emo-
tional and spiritual lives comes about as 
we build growth-fostering relation-
ships...with God and with one another.  
Having better relational connections with 
God and others, emphasizing mutual re-
spect and the building of community, and 
showing compassion and empathy toward 
others can move us toward others and a 
healthy emotional and spiritual life.   
 

Human beings cannot find emotional 
health in isolation and separateness, ac-
cruing power over others or social stratifi-
cation.  Recently in Chicago, the Dalai 
Lama said that to find peace and har-

mony, one must let go of anger and bit-
terness.  Individuals, faith communities 
and nations need to live with mutual re-
spect and tolerance-building relationships 
and community.  Only then can we live 
with total health and wellness of body, 
mind and spirit for ourselves, others, our 
faith community, nation, and the world. 
 

Contact Rev. Dr. Carol Findon at:     

Springs of Grace…Springs of Grace…Springs of Grace…Springs of Grace…    
Pastoral Counseling 
Divorce Mediation 

664-6314 or RevDrCRF@aol.com 
 

A place to come…to quench you thirst… 
to restore your soul…to transform   

your life. 
 

    

Summer Grace Notes OnlineSummer Grace Notes OnlineSummer Grace Notes OnlineSummer Grace Notes Online    
The June, July and August issues of 

Grace Notes will be accessible through 
our web site; no summer issues will 

be sent through the mail.  Please visit 
our website at: 

www.peopleofgrace.org  
and click “This Month’s Newsletter” 

on the home page.  Some hard copies 
of summer Grace Notes will be  
available in the church office. 

Special  
Opportunities for 
Giving to Grace  
Over the coming months, 

Grace Church plans to make some 
additions and changes to rooms in our 
building.  These changes represent 
opportunities to make significant con-
tributions to the life of our church.  If 
you are interested in donating to one 
of these projects, or in discussing a 
donation, please contact one of our 
pastors. 
 

• Music Library Renovation and 
Relocation:  $7,000 

• Christian Education Resource 
Room Renovation/Relocation: 
$2,000 

• Grace Library Creation 
    Stage I:  Hallway Display Area 
    Stage II:  Room 223 Renovation 
 

Grace also plans to recover, restore 
and appropriately display stained glass 
from the original 1894 frame building 
and the 1905 brick Grace Evangelical 
Church building, presenting several 
unique opportunities to honor or  
memorialize someone special.  
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BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
 
Evan Andrew, son of Steven and Rita Garrett,   
February 11 

Henry Calvin, son of Joshua and Christine Freeman, 
February 11 

Charles Peter, son of Randall and Laura Thorne,  
February 18 

Daniel John, son of Jim and Jill DiMartino, February 18 

Nicole Grace, daughter of Joseph and Nancy Einoder, 
February 25 

Joseph Ryland, son of Eric and Lori Torcasio,  
February 25 

Connor Louis, son of Louis and Heidi Sands, March 4 

Jennifer Shewmake and James Christopher, son 
of Matt May and Jennifer Shewmake, March 17 

MacGregor Quinlan, son of Steven and Leslie  
Stapleton, March 18 

Brett Daniel, son of Brian and Kendra Potts, April 15 

Elliot Walter, son of Daniel and Sherry Watkins,  
April 15 

Hannah Christine,  
daughter of Scott and Sara 
Laub, April 15 
Davison Elijah, son of 
Ruben Larez and Melissa 
Kloog, April 29 
Madelyn Makenzie, 
daughter of Benjamin 
Walter and Kelly Melehan,  
April 29 

Congratulations, Graduate!Congratulations, Graduate!Congratulations, Graduate!Congratulations, Graduate!    
Kevin Hartman, son of Larry and Barbara Hartman, 
will receive a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry and 
a Bachelor of Arts in Rhetoric from the University 
of Illinois.  In the fall, he will begin a PhD program 
in bio-physics at the University of California at 
Berkeley.   
 
 

Christian Women Look at “Bad Boys” 
 Women’s Study Group, which meets at 11:00 a.m. 
on Sundays in Rm. 250, invites all women to ex-
plore the “men of questionable nature” in Barbara 
Essex’s book Bad Boys of the Bible.  For more infor-
mation, contact Rev. Dr. Carol Findon at 416-8393. 

Mary Boggan and Jerry Marquardt, aunt and 
uncle of Sue Burkwald 
 

Roy Clark, father of Linda Keiser 
 

Paul Hoogerwerf, husband of Laura Hoogerwerf 
 

Lucille Keeney, mother of Gayle Dahme 
 

Raymond Keiser, uncle of Ralph Keiser 
 

Helen Krueger, mother of Jean Roche 
 

Harriet Olson, mother of Lorayn Elazan 
 

Harry Pepiot, husband of Phyllis Pepiot 
 

Russell Rennaker, brother of Barbara Hoch 
 

Chan Robinson, father of Greg Robinson 
 

John Richard Russling, father of Joannie Rocchi 
 

Grace Stover 

 

Barb Tanis, friend of Wanda Jones 
 

Mildred Tarr, mother of Harlan Tarr 
 

Floyd Thompson, friend of the Ameiss Family 
 

Jo Wolak, wife of Ed Wolak  
 
 
 
 

“I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death.  
Where, O Death, is thy sting?”  (Hosea 13:14) 

Our sympathies to the friends and families of... 

Thank You, Dan Wagner!Thank You, Dan Wagner!Thank You, Dan Wagner!Thank You, Dan Wagner!    
Many thanks to Dan Wagner, our Grace Minister 
of Music, and all of the participants in the April April April April 
22 Spring Choral Worship Experience22 Spring Choral Worship Experience22 Spring Choral Worship Experience22 Spring Choral Worship Experience (including 
percussionists Phyllis Pepiot and C.T. Telomen,  

our fine soloists, organist Nancy Staton, our 
guests “The A Capella Choir” from  

Wentzville, MO, and the entire Grace Church 
Chancel Choir) for a glorious  

morning of worship through music… 
 

We praise you all indeed! 
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Many of you will 
recall our guest 

at Grace Church last Sep-
tember, Dr. Mwiti.  A den-
tist by trade, Dr. Mwiti is 
part of a group called 
Brother’s Keeper, which 
works with Kenyan 
churches, community lead-
ers and the largest hospital 
in the area to build houses 
for families affected by AIDS.   
 

Dr. Mwiti offered a chal-
lenge to those who listened 
to his story:  to help raise 
money to build homes for 
families afflicted with 
HIV/AIDS.  One couple took 
him up on that challenge.   
 

Rev. Rolla Swanson and his 
wife, Rosalind, met Dr. 
Mwiti at Grace this past fall.  
In March of 2006, Rosalind 
read in the United Methodist 

Reporter about our Kenyan 
mission trip and sponsorship 
of Florence Mubichi to 
speak at Grace.  The Swan-
sons had received a retire-
ment parting gift from their 
congregation at the Batavia 
United Methodist Church to 
go to Africa, as Rev. Swan-
son had once been a mis-
sionary in Zimbabwe.  
 

This September they are 
traveling to Africa.  The cou-
ple will visit South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Kenya.  They 
hope to raise $1,000 for 
Africa University in Zim-
babwe. 
 

Rev. Swanson has responded 
to a challenge, increased 
awareness among his con-
gregation of the need for 
homes for African people 
afflicted with HIV/AIDS,  

and continues 
his missionary 
ways with all 
of God’s peo-
ple.   
 

Continue to 
read “Kenya 
Korner” for 
news about 
Grace UMC’s 
next trip to 
Africa!  Across 
the United 
States, 15 
United Meth-
odist mission work teams 
are gearing up to go to the 
Maua Methodist Hospital, 
beginning May 26, 2007.  It is 
in partnership with the hos-
pital and Brother’s Keeper 
that homes are built for 
families dealing with 
HIV/AIDS.   

Grace United Methodist will 
be sending a team next sum-
mer!  Are you up for the 
challenge?  For more infor-
mation, contact Annette 
Swanson at 420-9638 or 
Julie Utter at 922-4157.   
 
 

 
Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 
United Methodist Church.  For 
submission guidelines and dead-

lines, please contact Barb 
Ceruti, Communications  

Director, at 355-1748, ext. 240, 
or e-mail: 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org 
 

In an effort to distinguish the 
content of Grace Notes from that 

of the weekly Grace in Mission 
bulletin inserts, please reserve 

church announcements for  
Grace in Mission. 

 
Mission Statement: 

We the people of Grace are 
called to build up the body 
of Christ and our commu-

nity to the glory of God 
through worship, education  

and service. 
 

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 

Naperville, IL  60540 
630-355-1748 

www.peopleofgrace.org 

K e n y a   K o r n e r       K e n y a   K o r n e r       K e n y a   K o r n e r       K e n y a   K o r n e r               by Annette Swanson and Julie Utter 

Rebecca Neenan signs our church name on a 
home built by Grace mission team members in 
Maua, Kenya, in 2005. 

Shareholders 
Hold Key to 
Hope  
The Grace Youth Min-
istry team would like 

to extend its heartfelt appre-
ciation to those members of 
our Grace congregation who 
have begun contributing to 
our four Summer of Service 
mission trips year.  With your 
financial support, we can do 
great things for people in 
need in this country (St. 
Louis, MO; Clarksville, TN; 
St. Bernard Parish, LA) and 
abroad (Nagua, Dominican 
Republic).  Please continue to 
support our important Sum-
mer of Service work with 
your much needed resources.  
Orange shareholders’ enve-
lopes can be found in the 
church pews or in the Youth 
Ministry office.  You may con-

tribute to a specific trip(s), or 
donate to our general S.O.S. 
fund.  Bless you, and thank 
you for helping us restore 
hope to these four areas of 
the world! 
 

Please Join May 27th 
Scholarship Ceremony 
Members of Grace are invited 
to share in a brief ceremony 
and reception announcing the 
establishment of the Steven 
Lewis Mildred Memorial 
Scholarship on Sunday, May 
27, 4:00 p.m. at North Cen-

tral College’s Koten Chapel  
in Kiekhofer Hall (329 E. 
School St.).  Your presence at 
this event is warmly appreci-
ated by Steve’s family and his 
wife, former Grace Church 
Director of Music Muriel Phil-
lips.  RSVP by May 24 to 
Maria Caselli at 637-5217 or  
macaselli@noctrl.edu. 
 

Tom Schlegel 5K  
Finish the race for Grace 
member Tom Schlegel, who 
passed away last October 
from a rare form of cancer, 
by participating in the 5K 
Run/Walk Sunday, June 3, 
8:00 a.m. at Neuqua Valley 
High School.  Race benefits 
the Tom Schlegel Children’s 
Trust, Tom Schlegel Scholar-
ship Fund and the NVHS P.E. 
Dept.  For information, visit 
the links at: 
http://www.beboldweargold. 
com/ts5k.htm. 

Steven and Muriel Phillips Mildred 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

Soon it will be Confirmation Sunday, and I commend you to this blessed event, when our 8th graders will 
make their vows to serve Christ as His disciples and to serve Grace UMC as members of this particular 
body of Christ.  They have spent a year learning about our faith and theirs, and practicing both, and they 
have decided to continue this path now, as members.  As they make their vows, we renew our own, to support Grace with 
our prayers, presence, gifts and service.  How are we doing this?  How are we learning about our faith and practicing it?  We 
also promise to uphold these students in their walk of faith, to “do all in our power to increase their faith, to confirm their 
hope, and to perfect them in love.”  How do we do this?  We can support their leadership as ushers, greeters, readers, nurs-
ery care providers, Grace project volunteers, Summer of Service volunteers, Teen Chorale singers, His Grace Praise Band 
members...these students are commended “to our love and care.”  Are we surrounding them with love?  Are we actively 
caring about their lives and their efforts to be faithful?  For that is how we will increase their faith, confirm their hope—in 
Christ, in the Church, in the future; that is how we will perfect them in love, by modeling that active love for them.  I encour-
age you to come and support our confirmands at the 11:00 a.m. worship service on May 20.  You could even send them a 
card!  Pray for them especially this month and over the summer, when they are struggling to continue the path already begun 
in class, now to continue into adulthood.  We all know how difficult that path is, to live the faith and grow it in our daily lives.  
It is a journey begun at confirmation, but one needs traveling companions to continue it well.  Be one of those for our confir-
mands.  Be one of those traveling companions for each of our Grace people!  These vows we renew at our confirmation ser-
vice are actually the vows we take for all our new members, which all of us once upon a time were.  We can’t take this 
Christian journey alone:  Christ commanded us to bring all the others!  Let us make every effort to love and care for one 
another well, that “in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”  Amen! 

Linking Up to Grace       

A Pastoral Letter in the Wake of a  
National Tragedy     
from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
 
“A time to weep, a time to mourn, a time to embrace, a time to seek, 
a time to mend, a time to love.”  (Ecclesiastes 3) 
 

Words cannot fully express the depth of our emotions in the 
wake of the senseless tragedy that is the deadliest mass shooting 
in our nation’s history.  We pause in prayer and reflection as we 
consider the many lives impacted by the violent acts that claimed 
the lives of students and teachers on the campus of Virginia Tech 
and caused immense suffering for those who knew them, loved 
them and love them still.  We pray for our young people and 
those feeling a sense of vulnerability, isolation, insecurity and fear 
on their campuses, and even in their homes.  We pray also for 
their families, who, often separated by great distances, have con-
cern for their safety. 
 

In times of tragedy and loss, each of us grieves differently, often 
expressing our grief in anger, searching for reasons and some-
times blaming.  Sometimes our anger, our frustration, our fears 
and our sense of powerlessness are so great in the face of human 
suffering that such tragedies become an occasion to express our 
political beliefs.  This, too, is a tragedy of sorts.  Rather than unit-
ing us, our words may push us further apart. 
 

The words of Ecclesiastes, however, remind us that at times 
when words and perhaps reason fail us, we may still extend com-
fort to the hurting and grieve with those who are grieving, as we 
weep, as we mourn, as we embrace, as we seek, as we mend, 
and as we love.  So, too, may the words of Job in the midst of his 
suffering speak to us and comfort us. 

 
“O, that my words were written down!  Oh, that they were inscribed in 
a book!  O, that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved on 
a rock forever!  For I know that my Redeemer lives!” (Job 19:23-25 
NRSV) 
 

I encourage each of us to offer the ministries of comfort, healing 
and love.  May each of us in the days to come find comfort in the 
abiding presence of God, as we recall these words of the apostle 
Paul:   
 

“Blessed be the God of all mercies and God of all comfort, who com-
forts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are 
comforted by God.”  (II Corinthians 1:3-4 RSV) 

Dear Grace Church FamilyDear Grace Church FamilyDear Grace Church FamilyDear Grace Church Family    
I feel truly blessed to have had such kind and loving spiritual  
support from the members of Grace Church during John’s illness 
and subsequent death.  Your prayers, flowers, wonderful foods, 
cards and words of encouragement were of great comfort to me 
and my family.  Thank you so much for your expression of Chris-
tian love.  The Sisters Bible Study class and the Prayer Group 
were also a great source of strength to us, with their special 
prayers for John’s healing.  I would like to express a special 
thank you to Pastor Bill Bryan, who visited John at Edward Hos-
pital and Tabor Hills almost daily to pray with us and to provide 
spiritual guidance during this difficult time.   
 

In Christ’s name, 
 

Ro WillardRo WillardRo WillardRo Willard    


