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The Power of Breakthrough Prayer 
From a Long-time Grace Member 
and Prayer Warrior 
 

I 
 think it was around 1990 
when we added the south 
wing of Grace Church to  
increase our Sunday school 

classrooms. A group of women felt 
the need for prayers for this new 
addition.  
 

Those in the prayer ministry group 
were encouraged to each take a 
name of a member of the architec-
tural firm, contractors or a lay per-
son on the building committee and 
pray for them daily.  
 

This prayer group also sent prayer 
cards to their chosen name, telling 
of their prayers and that their work 
would glorify God.  
 

Later, the builders held a meeting 
with church members to let us 

know about the plans they had 
made for the addition. The head 
architect said that in all the church-
es he had helped to remodel, he had 
never received prayers from individ-
ual church members for the work to 
glorify God.  
 

Then he confessed that he had been 
a student at North Central College 
when Grace Church had first want-
ed to move from its little church 
downtown to build this church way 
out at the end of town. He said he 
was a student with the group who 
actually picketed at the old church.  
 

They had called us foolish. They 
complained about us spending so 
much money on a bigger church 
instead of using it for mission work. 
He also said our prayers now helped 
him feel forgiven for his youthful, 
misguided activities.  

He wanted us to 
know that now he 
realized how 
wrong he and the 
other students 
had been. He saw 
that, with the 
new addition, we 
were able to do 
far more mission 
work than ever 
before.  
 

This is a way that God seems to 
have used the power of our break-
through prayers in an awesome way 
to help mature the spiritual lives of 
those North Central College stu-
dents. We never know God’s timing 
in answering prayers for His king-
dom here on earth.  

Grace is pleased to announce that 
Cherub Choir co-director Shelly 
Drescher is coming aboard as our 
new Youth Choir director! 
 

A long-time member of the Grace 
Chancel Choir with 14 years of expe-

rience directing children’s choirs in 
both school and church settings, 

Shelly is well-equipped to foster healthy 
connections among children, youth and adults in pur-
suit of making music. 
 

“I would love to explore the place that youth choir 
holds in our church community, both as a musical  
ensemble and a way for them to connect with each 
other and the church as a whole,” said Shelly, who, 
along with her husband Andrew, is raising three young 
children of her own. ‘ 
 

Shelly’s passion for choral music and building relation-
ships extends beyond the halls and walls of Grace 
Church. Already, she has ideas for caroling during the 
holiday season, partnering with Feed My Starving  
Children and other youth-focused service organiza-
tions, and planning fun social outings for the teen  
ensemble she will lead and inspire.  

 

“I have always been interested in teaching high school 
choir,” said the woman who has student teaching expe-
rience with high schoolers and has served as a substi-
tute director for the Grace youth choir.  
 

“The music you can achieve with this age group can be 
challenging and exciting. I love working with kids as 
they are on the journey of figuring out who they are 
and where they are going.” She added, “I appreciate the 
chance to have this new adventure, and I am grateful 
for the opportunity to serve and teach Grace’s emerg-
ing leaders.”  
 

Shelly is not the only one feeling thankful and excited. 
  

“We are thrilled to welcome Shelly into this new direc-
torship role with our Youth Choir,” said Lynn Leitzen, 
Grace Music Coordinator, Director of Children’s Music 
Ministry and 9am Gathering Worship Leader. “She has 
been such an integral part of our music ministry, 
whether co-directing our Cherub Choir or sharing her 
lovely soprano voice as part of the Chancel Choir. She 
will bring great enthusiasm and fresh ideas to engage 
this challenging age group!”  
 

Indeed, she will – welcome, Shelly! 
 

Grace Welcomes New Youth Choir Director 
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https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/Lentwebannouncement.pdf
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Missy Hoeskstra and Judy Cornett are leading “Caring 
Connections,” a new ministry at Grace that seeks to get 
in touch with members who need a little extra connec-
tion to the Grace Church family.  
 

“We want to reach out to people who may not fall  
under the categories of Stephen Ministry or Grace 
Home Visitors, but are feeling disconnected from the 
Grace family due to age, disability, Covid or other  
personal reasons,” said Missy.  
 

Beginning Tuesday, March 1, volunteers who are inter-
ested in serving this ministry will meet weekly on 
Tuesdays in the Grace Gathering Space, 1:00-2:00 p.m., 
to write cards, notes and other creative communica-
tions as well as make phone calls and plans to visit 
those who wish to meet in person, if possible.  
 

If you are interested in helping this ministry connect 
with those in our Grace family who may need a little 
extra attention, or if you or someone you love are in 
such need, please contact Missy Hoekstra at  
missy.hoekstra@peopleofgrace.org or 630-355-1748, 
ext. 3223, or just join us in the Gathering Space on 
Tuesdays, 1:00-2:00 p.m., beginning March 1!  

New Outreach Ministry Begins March 1, Seeks Volunteers 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/adult-ed
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UMW March Meeting Features “Companions Journeying Together” 
 

All women are invited to United Methodist Women’s March General Meeting on Tuesday, March 1, 9:30 a.m. 
on Zoom only (click here for the Zoom code or contact Kathy Carey at percula4344@sbcglobal.net).  
 

This month’s meeting welcomes Jana Minor, founder of Companions Journeying Together, a not-for-profit  
organization dedicated to personally and positively impacting the emotional, spiritual and social lives of the 
incarcerated and their families. United Methodist Women has supported this local mission for many years.  
This year, we will be collecting items for Mother’s Day (see graphic below for details). 
 

In 1976, Jana began corresponding with an  
imprisoned man and heard the call to serve  
imprisoned people. After graduating from  
college, she went to work for a prison ministry 
in Peoria; in 1986, she and her two sisters used 
their inheritance money from their Aunt Mary 
to establish Companions Journeying Together. 
The organization began with the goal of help-
ing incarcerated people in Illinois build and 
maintain healthy relationships with their loved 
ones. 

As the organization grew, Jana launched the 
Aunt Mary’s Storybook project, which records 
imprisoned parents reading books to their children and sends the recordings and books to the children.  
More recently, she launched the Pen Pal Group project, connecting prisoners with pen pals in one-on-one cor-
respondence, as well as the Cards Projects, in which birthday cards, Christmas cards, and Mother’s Day cards 
are sent to incarcerated recipients.  

Join us at this important meeting and learn how Companions Journeying Together has made a difference and 
how we, too, can make a difference by supporting this worthwhile organization. 

Help Support the  

Talented Tenth  

Toiletry Drive 
 

Grace Church is collaborat-
ing with Chamus Burnside-
Savazzini’s Zeta Phi Beta 
sorority in a toiletry drive February 21-March 21 for 
the Talented Tenth social services organization, serv-
ing Aurora and surrounding areas. Toiletry items can 
be delivered to Grace during church office hours  
(9am-2pm Mon.-Thurs. and Sundays 8:00am-11:30am); 
they can be full or individual “travel” sizes.  
 

Financial donations can also be offered at  
peopleofgrace.org/give. Please choose the 
“Community Awareness” option on the dropdown 
menu. You may also purchase wish list items here 
through Amazon and mail them directly to Grace 
UMC c/o Chamus, 300 E. Gartner Rd., Naperville, IL 
60540. Thank you for your support of this partnership 
during Zeta Phi Beta’s Finer Womanhood month! 

Purchase Your “Good Enough” 
Lenten Series Book! 

No, not the one from our own 
Grace family members… 
we’re talking about Good Enough, 
the book by Kate Bowler and Jes-
sica Ritchie that inspired our 
Grace Church Lenten theme in 
the first place.  
 

All are invited to read this book 
as a church during Lent as we 
explore what it means to live im-

perfect lives in the company of our perfect God. 
What will it mean to realize that, while perfection 
is not possible in this life, transformation is?! This 
gently written, humorous book will provide addi-
tional fodder for prayer and preparation to cele-
brate the new life promised in the Easter resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.  
 

Good Enough is available on Amazon and Cokes-
bury. Get your copy today!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82641683794?pwd=bVlhc0VBaG9ySWpxR3dFUmFsV0ZUdz09
mailto:percula4344@sbcglobal.net
https://cjtinc.org/
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/umw-march-general-meeting
https://www.talentedtenthss.org/
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/PD6G1TTCE2DS?ref_=wl_share
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E xcitement is ringing in anticipation of a live, free  
concert from Purdue Bells on Thursday, March 

17, 7:00pm in the Grace Sanctuary! 
 

The first stop on their 2022 spring break tour, this  
concert will thrill as members of Purdue University’s 
prestigious, time-honored bell choir (directed by 
Rhonda Blacklock) demonstrate their specialty in  
four-in-hand quartet, off-the-table ensemble, and 
Shaker Chime ensemble.  
 

The talented students ring a five-octave set of British-
made Whitechapel handbells, a five-octave set of 
American-made Schulmerich handbells, and a five-
octave set of Marlmark choir chimes with an addition-
al lower octave for performances.  
 

One such student is Grace’s own Mark Froelich, a sen-
ior at Purdue studying mechanical engineering. Mark 
spent eight years ringing at Grace, beginning at the 
age of 10 with the Children’s Bell Ensemble under the 
direction of Angela Sterchi and, later, Debbie John, 
then with the Youth Bell Ensemble for the next four 
years under the direction of Cheryl Ameiss. He also 
served as a sub with the adult Grace Bell Ensemble. 
 

“Throughout my years ringing at Grace, I came to love 
handbells and the people who play the instrument,” 
said Mark, who currently rings the upper treble in the 
C6/D6 position. He is also the leader and a ringer in  
Purdue Bells’ Off-the-Table (OFF) Specialty Ensemble.  
 

As a college ringer, Mark has enjoyed traveling and 
performing at venues big and small across the nation 
and the world, including all throughout the U.K. in 
2019.  
 

“The members of Purdue Bells are some of the most 
important people I’ve met during my four years of col-
lege,” he remarked. “There’s an important social aspect 
to a bell choir, and my fellow ringers have become my 
closest friends through the years and for years to 
come.”  
 

Following graduation in May, Mark will be relocating 
to metropolitan Detroit, where he hopes to find a bell 
choir to further his “lifelong passion” cultivated over 
the years ringing at Grace and Purdue.  
 
 
 

 

Mark is excited about returning to Grace for the con-
cert on March 17 and highly encourages all to attend.  
 

“Purdue Bells is unique in that we are a double choir 
with a five-octave set of American- and British-made 
handbells. We also own one of three sets of antique 
Shaker chimes known to exist.” What’s more, he add-
ed, there is no music degree at Purdue; thus, the bell 
choir is a volunteer group of students who are study-
ing to be teachers, engineers, historians, etc. 
 

“We are student-led, and we all volunteer our time and 
energy striving to achieve the highest level of musicali-
ty.”  
 
 

March 17th Purdue Bells 
Concert Features One of  
Our Own 

Mark Froelich (front row, third from left) with the  
Purdue Bells collegians that will perform in concert at 
Grace on March 17. Mark spent eight years ringing at 
Grace with children’s, youth and adult bell ensembles.  

enjoy purdue bells 

in concert at 

grace Thursday, 

March 17 

7:00pm in the  

Sanctuary. 

Concert is free  

of charge 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/purdue-bells-concert
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/purdue-bells-concert
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Who You Gonna Call in the Grace Church Office? 
With recent changes in staff, it can be difficult to know exactly whom to contact for our 

various needs. Here’s hoping this little guide will help:-) 

            Keia Carter 
     Accounting Coordinator 
  keia.carter@peopleofgrace.org 
          630-355-1748, ext. 3222 
 

Contact Keia if you have  
questions about: 
 

 Financial contributions 
 Expense reimbursements 
 Fund balances 
 Giving statements 
 Payroll 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

           Barb Ceruti 
   Communications Director 
  barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org 
         630-355-1748, ext. 3250 
 

Contact Barb if you have  
questions about:  
 

 Promoting an event or  
program 

 Creating media/graphics for 
your event or program 

 Making a change or addition 
to the Grace Church website 

 Submitting news for our  
Friday Weekly Update and 
Grace Notes newsletter 

 Announcements/posts on our 
social media 

 
 

        Missy Hoekstra 
     Pastoral Administrative  
                      Assistant 
missy.hoekstra@peopleofgrace.org 

         630-355-1748, ext. 3223 
 

Contact Missy if you have  
questions about:  
 

 Membership 
 Change of address 
 Church calendaring/

scheduling 
 Prayer concerns/prayer list 
 Pastoral needs 
 New hire information 
 General questions from  

incoming calls/visits 
 

 

Dear God, please help us to grow 
closer to you as we journey 
through Lent. Amen   

March Food Donations 
Benefit Aurora  
Interfaith Food Pantry 
Clients of Aurora Interfaith Food 
Pantry can shop inside the pantry 
each week for their groceries.  
On Mondays, volunteers deliver boxes of food to home-
bound clients. In lieu of donations of bagged groceries, 
please donate at peopleofgrace.org/give and choose “Love 
Loaf” on the drowdown menu. You may also donate di-
rectly on the pantry’s website. For every dollar donated, 
seven dollars’ worth of food can be purchased. Thank you! 

A Note from Scott Oats, President 
of the Grace Church Foundation 

 
 

Giving to the Grace United Methodist 
Church Foundation through your will is a 

good way to continue your  

support of Grace UMC beyond your  
lifetime. When your estate plan is pre-

pared, consider including plans for a gift 
to the Grace UMC Foundation! 

mailto:keia.carter@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:barb.ceruti@peopleofgrace.org
mailto:missy.hoekstra@peopleofgrace.org
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.aurorafoodpantry.org/
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Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Road 

Naperville, IL  60540 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/ash-wednesday-worship-2022

