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A Time Like No Other … into the Heart of Lent
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This is the second time around for us. We’re 
passing the one-year mark of negotiating life 
in a pandemic. 

I remember clearly our discussions one year ago, 
as we made the decision to cancel worship, the 
first time in my ministry ever to have done so. 
Of course, we were sure it would be for a few 
weeks at most. This past year has, indeed, been 
a time like no other. 

And now we enter the season of Lent once again. 

This season of Lent is usually one that asks us 
to slow down, take time, reflect and repent 
for what we find in our heart of hearts. Lent 
was established in the early church to prepare 
candidates for baptism. I don’t know about you, but I’ve had more than enough time to myself over the last few months. I 
need a different kind of Lent this year. I need a hope-filled Lent, not a penitent one. 

But, perhaps hope-filled and penitent are actually one and the same. Joel 2:13 tells us, “Rend your hearts and not your 
clothing. Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and 
relents from punishing.” As we reflect and repent, we are humbled by our own weaknesses and failings. Our hearts are rent – 
torn, broken and grieving for those things that break God’s heart. Broken open, we are ready to receive.  And God is there to 
fill us, in ‘abounding, steadfast love.’ 

The word Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word Lencten, meaning “lengthen,” recognizing the lengthening days as we 
move steadily towards spring. With spring comes new life, new hope, resurrection; appreciated and celebrated all the more 
after the deep, dark, and snowy days of winter. 

My hope for you during Lent this year is that you will recognize moments when the eternal God breaks into your day, 
bringing hope and joy; bringing the confidence that this ‘time like no other’ will, in the end, teach us more about ourselves 
and our faith; that we will emerge when the time is right to use what we’ve learned to better love our neighbor, to participate 
with Christ in reconciling the world to Himself, to seek God’s heart in all that we are and do.  

I hope you will participate in all that we provide to lead you to those moments in your time of worship during this season. 
We began with the imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday and will continue by providing the many devotions contributed 
by our members in the 2021 Lenten Devotional, available each day via email or on our website by clicking here. Worship 
with us online at peopleofgrace.org/watch or in-person via registration by clicking here.  Join us each Wednesday for a time 
of prayer with our Midweek Break.  Read more about our Holy Week worship opportunities in this edition of Grace Notes.

It is a time like no other to pray, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.” May you be 
blessed this Lenten season.

Holy Week 2021
Grace UMC will be offering daily opportunities for worship, 
prayer, and reflection during Holy Week 2021.

Palm Sunday, March 28: Live stream and limited capacity 
in-person worship (by registration only) from the Sanctuary at 
10:30 a.m. and online worship with our 9G Praise Team anytime 
at peopleofgrace.org/watch.

Palm Sunday, March 28 at 3 p.m.: Bring your creative 
side and join us on Zoom as we honor the season of Lent by 
making a Resurrection Garden together led by Bonnie Lewan 
and her family. Families of all ages are invited to participate! 
Registration by clicking here.

Monday, March 29 – Wednesday, March 31: A Time of Holy Week Prayers and Reflection available online nightly with 
Pastor Daniel.

Maundy Thursday, April 1: A digital hand-washing liturgy with Pastor Daniel. 

Good Friday, April 2: Good Friday Worship will be based on Michael John Trotta's captivating, fresh and riveting musical 
setting of Christ's "Seven Last Words." This digital service will be presented by the Grace Chancel Choir and Friends, with 
inspiring words from our pastors combined with visual images to enhance the message of this deeply moving experience.

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/Lent-2021
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/watch
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/in-person
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/listen
http://peopleofgrace.org/parenting-lent
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/holy-week-2021
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/226/responses/new


Souper Bowl of Caring 
for the Win! 

Aurora Interfaith Food 
Pantry Collection

Play with Parenting with 
Grace: Lenten Crafts! 

Join us on Sunday, March 28 at 3 p.m. and bring your 
creative side! Together on Zoom as we honor the season 
of Lent by making Resurrection Gardens led by Bonnie 
Lewan and her family. Families of all ages are invited to 
participate! A list of supplies will be provided for anyone 
who does not already have them. 

Register Now by clicking here.

Join “Parenting with Grace Group” on Facebook for 
updates and news about future events. We hope you will 
also follow PwG on Facebook at "Parenting with Grace 
Group." 

Contact Stefanie Abderhalden (stefanie.abderhalden@
gmail.com) with any questions.

40 Days of Kindness! 
Our March pantry 
collection will benefit 
Aurora Interfaith 
Food Pantry. 

During these 
COVID-19 times, 
they are offering a 
'drive-thru' pantry 
with families 
receiving a fresh 
prepacked box of 
food that sustains them for a week. 

In lieu of dropping off bags of food at Grace, donate 
online by clicking here and select the “Love Loaf ” in the 
drop-down menu or visit aurorafoodpantry.org/ and 
donate directly to the pantry.  

For every $1 donated, they can buy $7 of food.

Celebrate 40 Days of 
Kindness with Grace!  
What better way to 
celebrate Lent than to 
give up some of your time 
and resources to complete 
40 acts of kindness that 
brighten someone’s day or make it easier?  

A flyer with a chart of 40 ideas has been made 
available to download by clicking here.  Use it 
to mark off the days of Lent with your acts of 
kindness, 

Take a picture in the act and share it with the 
Grace Community at gracepics@peopleofgrace.
org. 

Contact Lara Stanton (lstanton56@gmail.com) 
for more information.

Grace United Methodist 
Church Foundation
It is time for all of us to think about the future of our 
church. 

One of the best ways is to have planned gifts to the 
church through accounts with named beneficiaries. 
Examples of these are retirement accounts and life 
insurance policies. You can name “Grace United 
Methodist Church Foundation” as a full or partial 
beneficiary (usually by completing one beneficiary form).

If you have already planned a gift to the foundation, 
please let us know so we can thank you.

If you have any questions, please contact one of the 
foundation board members: John Abe, Gina Gramarosso, 
Ron Laub, Peggy Nasti, Scott Oats and Scott Skooglund. 

Join us for our next 
faith formation 
discussion on Sunday, 
March 7, on Zoom 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Pastor Doug Bowden 
will lead us in a 
conversation about 
faith amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
He will draw upon 
the new book by the 
theologian Walter 
Brueggemann titled, 
Virus as a Summons 
to Faith: Biblical 
Reflections in a Time 
of Loss, Grief, and 
Uncertainty.

Contact Pastor Daniel (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.
org) with any questions, and visit peopleofgrace.org/
AFFG-Zoom for Zoom information. We look forward to 
this conversation with you!

All Church Faith 
Formation (March 7) 

Do you like to read and need 
some ideas for some really 
good titles? 

Join the Grace United Methodist 
Women for their Zoom meeting 
on March 2, at 9 a.m. The program 
will be, UMW Reading Program 
Book Reviews by Cathy Connor, 
Program Resources Coordinator. 
She will discuss the UMW Reading 
Program and give book reviews 
and suggestions from the UMW 
book list. The categories on the list 
include: Social Action, Spiritual 
Growth, Education for Mission, 
Nurturing for Community, and 
Leadership and Development.

Books being reviewed from each category are: Unified We Are a Force by Joerg Rieger, Step Up to the Plate by Uma 
Krishnaswami, The Same Sky by Amanda Eyre Ward, Holding Up Your Corner by Rev. F. Willis Johnson, and Resist and 
Persist by Erin Wathen. These books are representative of the many informative and interesting titles currently on the 
UMW reading list. 

Click here for Zoom details.

Contact Candy DeGarmo (candydegarmo@gmail.com) for more information.

New Books for a New Year: UMW Reading Program 

Touchdown!  Grace 
UMC scored BIG in 
donating to Souper 
Bowl of Caring!

Thank you to all who 
participated through 
monetary donations 
and/or the food 
drive.  Because of you 
countless neighbors 
will know what it means to have food on their tables.

With multiple ways to give, our final numbers are not available, 
but we do know donations were made via each of the sources-- 
food donation, Grace drop-off, Loaves & Fishes website-- 
making this Souper Bowl of Caring at Grace a WIN! 

http://peopleofgrace.org/parenting-lent
mailto:stefanie.abderhalden%40gmail.com?subject=PwG%20Lenten%20Crafts
mailto:stefanie.abderhalden%40gmail.com?subject=PwG%20Lenten%20Crafts
https://www.aurorafoodpantry.org/
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
https://www.aurorafoodpantry.org/
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/40DaysofKindnessFlyer.pdf
mailto:gracepics%40peopleofgrace.org.%20%20%20?subject=40%20Days%200f%20Kindness
mailto:gracepics%40peopleofgrace.org.%20%20%20?subject=40%20Days%200f%20Kindness
mailto:lstanton56%40gmail.com?subject=40-Days%20of%20Kindness
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/40DaysofKindnessFlyer.pdf
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=All%20Church%20Faith%20Formation
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=All%20Church%20Faith%20Formation
http://peopleofgrace.org/AFFG-Zoom
http://peopleofgrace.org/AFFG-Zoom
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/UMW-Zoom
mailto:candydegarmo%40gmail.com?subject=UMW%20March%20Gathering
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/UMW-Zoom


United Methodist Women
Ladies, do you feel isolated and miss your church 
friends, or are you new to the church and want to make 
new friends?

We invite YOU to participate in United Methodist Women. 
We are here for you!

All women of any age or interest are welcome to join at any time. 
You need not be a member of the United Methodist Church. 
Fellowship is so important for all of us!

Participation in the Grace Unit of United Methodist Women gives each of us an opportunity for growth in our individual 
spiritual experiences, as well as friendships that enhance each of our lives. It is an opportunity to give of our individual 
spiritual gifts while receiving invaluable insight and gifts from others of different ages and strengths.

Mission is our purpose. We take seriously the command of Jesus to “do to the least of these” (Matthew 25).  United 
Methodist Women members hear the cries of women, children and youth and constantly look for ways in which 
we can support each other. Through the global ministries of the church, UMW programs help people become as great as 
they can be.

Please join our meetings through Zoom – it’s an exciting relationship! Zoom is the new opportunity to observe, learn, and 
participate and build new friendships! Through Zoom, you can participate online, or by phone (if you do not have video 
devices) and you do not have to get a babysitter or leave your home! Please consider joining our monthly general meetings 
or small group circle meetings. 

Interested in learning more about United Methodist Women? Click here or contact Candy DeGarmo, President of UMW, 
(candydegarmo@gmail.com) for more information.

Interested in becoming a member of United Methodist Women? Contact Merrilyn Schultz (rgs115@sbcglobal.net) for 
more information. We hope you will join us!

Virtual Hamball Luncheon 2021
It’s Back!! One More Time!  

Due to the CDC and the United Methodist Church Guidelines, the United Methodist Women will once again be having a 
Virtual Hamball Luncheon instead of the traditional Hamball Luncheon. 

Our Hamball Luncheon is one of our ways to raise money for our missions locally, nationally, and globally. Again, this year, 
our mission giving remains critically important. The “No-Cal” Virtual Hamball Luncheon 2021 will be celebrated the entire 
month of April!

How can you help? During the month of April, we are asking everyone who would have made salads or pies and/or 
purchased tickets ($12 each), to donate the money they would have spent to UMW Missions. These donations can be made 
online by clicking here or you may send a check made out to Grace United Methodist Women, Attn: Grace UMW, 300 
East Garner Road, Naperville, 60540.

If you want more information on the UMW mission giving, click here to see where the money was used last year. Help 
us to continue to support our missions that serve children, youth and women in need around the world. We can make a 
difference!

http://www.peopleofgrace.org/umw
mailto:candydegarmo%40gmail.com?subject=UMW%20Information
mailto:rgs115%40sbcglobal.net?subject=UMW%20Membership
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/give
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women-missions
http://www.peopleofgrace.org/umw


Wesley Challenge
Join Pastor Mark and take part in The Wesley 
Challenge: a 21-day video/book-based journey 
to a More Authentic Faith starting on Sunday, 
April 11, at 9 a.m. on Zoom. 

In The Wesley Challenge, written by Chris 
Folmsbee, we will spend three weeks 
working through 21 questions that will engage 
our physical, spiritual and emotional lives and 
our relationship with God and others.  The 
class day and time will be determined by the 
participants. 

Register Now by clicking here  or contact 
Pastor Mark (mark.himel@peopleofgrace.org) 
for more information.

Virtual Passover Seder
Join Bernie Newman from 
Congregation Beth Shalom for a 
virtual Passover Seder on Sunday, 
March 14, at 5 p.m. on Zoom; 
Registration Required.
 
Passover is a Jewish spring festival 
celebrating freedom and family.  At 
a traditional home service called the 
seder, Jewish people remember 
together the Exodus from Egypt 
more than 3,000 years ago.

While we would prefer to learn 
and share in this experiential
holiday together, the pandemic 
has inspired us to get creative!  

We will gather via Zoom to enjoy a meaningful re-imagining of the traditional Passover Seder.  Registered guests will 
receive a Passover Kit which will include items to set your table and prepare your family for a celebration at your own 
table at home.  In addition, you will receive digital playlists to enjoy prior to the dinner as well as a bulletin and songs so 
we may join in reading and singing together.  

Last year we had over 65 participants - won’t you join us on March 14th?  Register today by clicking here. Registration to 
receive a Seder Kit ends on Sunday, March 1. If you would like to participate in the Seder without receiving a kit you must 
register by Wednesday, March 10. 

Sponsored by the Commission on Religion & Race. Click here to learn more about the Commission on Religion & Race. 

https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/218/responses/new
https://peopleofgrace.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/218/responses/new
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