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COMING  
APRIL 26! 

STOP HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING! 
Learn about the 
prevalence and 
prevention of 

human traffick-
ing.  Find out 

more in Grace in  
Mission and  

next month’s  
Grace Notes.   

Save the date! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve     Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church March 2015 

Grace to Welcome New Senior Pastor 
aking into account the results of our church-wide  

assessment survey late last year and feedback from our 
Grace Transition Team and Staff-Parish Committee, 
Bishop Sally Dyck and the Northern Illinois Conference 
Cabinet prayerfully discerned that Rev. Cynthia S. Ma-

rino will serve as the senior pastor of Grace Church, begin-
ning July 1, 2015.  
 

The reasons cited for appointing Rev. Marino are as follows: 
• Excellence in preaching and worship 
• Creativity in developing outward-focused ministry 
• Large church experi-

ence in developing 
and building teams 
among laity and staff 

• A deep love for God 
and God’s people 

 

Rev. Marino  
co-founded a small, 
successful publishing 
business in 1989, which 
she operated for several years.  In 2001, Rev. Marino joined 
the staff of Christ UMC in Rockford, IL, in the position of 
Director of Congregational Care, as a layperson.  Shortly 
thereafter, she heard God’s call to ordained ministry and 
entered the seminary.  Ultimately, she was ordained as an 
Elder in the Northern Illinois Conference. 
 

During seminary, Pastor Cindy served as a student pastor at 
Christ UMC, and upon graduation from the University of 
Dubuque Theological Seminary, she received the VanDerZyl 
Preaching Award for excellence in faithfully relating scrip-
ture to contemporary life.  She also received the Henry E. 
VeNita E. Fawcett Award in pastoral ministry for her skill in 
and commitment to preaching, personal relationships, disci-

pline, and dedication to theo-
logical study. 
 

After seminary, she was ap-
pointed to Christ UMC as 
Associate Pastor and in 2008 
became Sr. Associate Pastor 
at Christ UMC, leading four 
associate pastors there.  In 
2011, former Bishop Hee-Soo 
Jung appointed her as Sr. Pas-

tor of Rochelle 
UMC in Rochelle, IL.   
 

“There’s no doubt that we are in a time of 
change in the church,” said Rev. Marino 

when asked about her appointment at 
Grace.  “Change can be disconcerting, but I 
see this time of change as an opportunity for 
the church to lean into being the relevant 
presence in the community that God is call-
ing us to be.  If we are to answer this call, we 

will have to allow God to use us.  That can be equally dis-
concerting!  I don’t know about you, but I rarely hear ques-
tions anymore like ’what do you believe?’ or ’what should I 
believe?’  We have ready theological answers for those 
questions.  Instead, I hear ’Why should I believe it? How will 
believing in God impact my life, my family and my communi-
ty?’ The why and the how questions are much more difficult 
for us.  They require that we live out of the fullness of 
God’s grace in our own lives.  We answer those questions 
with our lives.” 
 

Pastor Cindy concludes by asking “How does your life an-
swer that question?  I’m looking forward to exploring that 
question together!” 

Rev.  
Cynthia 
Marino 

“The	how	and	the	why	questions	
are	much	more	dif icult	for	us…
I’m	looking	forward	to	exploring	
them	together!”	 —Rev. Cynthia Marino 

Watch For It Very Soon… 
 

Sunday, March 8:  Last day to order Easter flowers in the Narthex! 
Sunday, March 8:  Summer Missions meetings - Hope@Home, 12:15-2:00 p.m. in 
Room 233, and Side-by-Side at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary for first-timers who weren’t at 
the kick-off meeting and 7:00 p.m. for others.  First SxS payments due and “Holy 
Smokes” BBQ tickets will be distributed.  Any youth or adults interested in attending 
Hope@Home and/or Side-by-Side should plan to attend these important meetings!  
Thursday, March 12:  Over 50 Fellowship, 12:00-2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall,  

featuring Dick Trondsen and “Movie Magic II”...please reserve your spot by Tuesday, March 10, with the church office 
(630-355-1748).  Catered lunch is $10/person, payable at the door. 
Saturday/Sunday March 14/15:  Youth Choir’s musical in worship at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and 11:00 a.m. on  
Sunday, “Open Up the Heavens.”  Find out more about this inspiring musical on the back cover of this newsletter.   

In the first two weeks of March! 
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Give It Up Or Take It On    By Pastor Tammy Scott 

Pastor’s Journal        

 

Easter is the celebration of new beginnings.  In the resurrection of Christ there is a new  
beginning; the last things of this world are not final.   
 

As Marlene and I go about making preparations for our retirement transition, it is entirely  
appropriate for us to become more excited about the plans we make.  Remolding the places  
we will live, listing the activities and goals we want to accomplish together, making the many  

decisions regarding what goes where and how it will get there...all these increasingly turn our hearts to our future.   
 

This is good.  I covet the same for Grace Church.  I expect there to be an increasing sense of commitment to the future 
through this time of transition.  After Easter, our Staff-Parish Relations Committee and the Transition Team will provide 
opportunities for the leaders and staff of this church to become excited about the leadership of Pastor Cindy Marino.   
 

As the Firm Foundation Capital Campaign and related building projects—especially the replaced heat, cooling and ventila-
tion system—are completed, this church will be ready for the next steps.  As Pastor Cindy leads the church through a 
strategic planning process, you will find your hearts warmed to new plans for the future.  You commitments to the  
future ministry and mission of this church will grow strong! 
 

This is what transition is about: shifting commitments and leadership.  We still celebrate the resurrection of Christ, the 
hope for the future God has prepared, and the call to care about others enough to invite them to this hope and  
celebration. 
        Grace and Peace,      

 

In this season of Lent, we often hear conversations that 
involve what personal sacrifice someone is making. "I've 
given up chocolate" or I've given up caffeine" or “I've given 
up meat" are things we might hear. Giving something up for 
Lent is not historically a practice of United Methodists; 
however, it has become something that we have heard 
more about in the past decade or two. I have had several 
clergy friends state on Facebook what they are giving up, 
and I have even been asked, “what are you giving up for 
Lent?” 
 

Before I can commit to giving something up for Lent, I first 
have to be able to answer the question, “How does giving 
this thing up help me grow closer to God on my Lenten 
journey?” I cannot think of how giving up chocolate, caf-
feine, or meat would help me reconcile to God or others. 
And so, I have not participated in the “give it up” practice 
of Lent for many years. I have, however, participated in the 
“take it on” practice during Lent. This is a practice that  
encourages people to take something on during Lent that 
helps them to focus on the journey to the cross and to 
mend relationships with others and with God.  
 

It is not too late to participate in a Lenten practice this 
year! You can give something up that will free up time to 

spend with God in prayer. You 
can take on something new 
that will help you focus on your 
own faith and relationship with 
God and others. If you would 
like a Lenten daily activity, pick 
up a purple calendar in the 
church office, or download one 
at www.peopleofgrace.org.  It 
is a helpful tool for children, 
families, and people of all ages. 
 

As I pondered what to give up 
or take on this Lenten season,  
I came face to face with the realization that my life was for-
ever changing this Lent! This year, I am both taking some-
thing on and giving something up. I am giving up work (for 
12 weeks—March 16th through June 6th) and taking on 
motherhood (for life)! This next month will be filled with 
plenty of excitement and challenges for Derrick and me as 
we prepare to welcome our twin girls into our family. We 
look forward to sharing our blessings with you in the 
months and years ahead! 
  

Crocheters/Knitters Needed to Make Hats for Babies 
The 2016 Kenya Mission is requesting hats for preemies and newborn babies.  If you would like to  
crochet or knit for this project, free patterns are available online, or contact Edie Northfield at 
Edie@peopleofgrace.org.  Donations of soft size 3 or 4 non-wool yarn in any cheerful color are also  
appreciated.  Please bring completed hats and yarn to the church office.  Questions?  Contact Edie. 
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And the Three Became Thousands   By Pastor Matthew Johnson 

On the morning of Fat Tuesday, I  
received three e-mails from visitors 
who attended a self-paced Ash 
Wednesday service I crafted a year ago. 
They said that, regrettably, they would-
n’t be able to attend one this year, yet 
they still wanted to begin Lent in a 
prayerful way. Quickly, I sent them the 
prayer guides that I had printed for that 
service. 

 

Realizing that they would need some 
modification for home use, I replied 
again saying, “On second thought, give 
me a minute to make them more ap-
propriate for how you plan on using 
them. I will post them to the Portico 
Collective website in a bit.” And I  
did … for three people. 

 

Knowing that United Methodist Com-
munications is always looking for prac-
tical content to share, I let my contact 
there know about the newly modified 
prayer guide. She graciously shared it 
through their social media channels 
(Rethink Church and UMC.org) within 
moments. 

 

About that same time, a powerful win-
ter storm was moving through the 
southeastern United States. New Eng-
land was digging out from more snow. 
Dangerous cold had settled upon the 
Plains and Midwest.  Churches all over 
the country were being faced with the 
possibility of canceling their Ash 

Wednesday services, so they began 
looking for suggestions on what to do. 
And with that, the prayer guide that I 
modified for three people became the 
most-read thing I’ve ever written. By 
the time the sun rose on Thursday, 
more than 19,500 people had seen it. 
For a little over a day, Portico Collec-
tive was bigger than the largest United 
Methodist congregation in the world. 
Visitors are still reading those prayers 
at a heavy pace. (As of the time these 
keystrokes were made, the number 
was inching toward 25,000.) And I have 
been elated, because that has led to a 
number of one-on-one conversations 
about faith that I never would have had 
otherwise. 
 

What I need to remember, however,  
is this: accomplishing such a feat did 
not come because I set a goal for web 
interactions in February (which I did, 
and obliterated!); it didn’t even happen 
because of the weather. This was ac-
complished because the prayer guide 
was firmly rooted in the mission and 
vision of Portico Collective: engage in 
meaningful conversations about faith 
and create healthier lives, relationships, 
and neighborhoods. And my intentions 
were rooted in PoCo’s keystone value: 
each person matters. 
 

Scripture and experience remind us 
that we serve a missional God, whose 
values were shown in the work of  

Jesus and continue to be alive in the 
world through the Holy Spirit. Num-
bers for the sake of numbers has never 
been a part of God’s motivation, and 
they can’t be ours either. Desiring 
more people in worship or children in 
Sunday School can’t be the only goal. 
There have to be reasons beyond our 
perpetuation and/or self-preservation. 
There needs to be a vision and value(s). 
Our witness needs to be based in 
those immeasurable intangibles: both as 
members of Grace and as individual 
disciples of Jesus. 
 

We are on the cusp of deciding what 
our vision and values will be for a new 
season in the life of this faith communi-
ty. It is in this time that we need to ask, 
“What is most important about who 
we are that will help us become who 
we hope to be?” I’m curious what your 
answer to that question would be. 
When we answer that question collec-
tively, I have no doubt that God will 
bless it abundantly.  

From Soup to Socks! 
Big thanks to the generous people of Grace! 
 

“Souper Bowl” Sunday  
Youth Minister Gaye Lynn Loufek reports these results on “Souper Bowl” Sunday, February 1: 
Children/Youth Team:  488 food items collected 
Adult Team:  117 food items collected 
Total monetary donations to soup pots:  $1,141.71 
Total weight in pounds donated to Loaves & Fishes:  526 

Emmaus Community Sock Drive 
Gay Craig reports that the Grace Emmaus community collected: 
407 pairs of children’s and adults’ socks, delivered to Hesed House and DuPage PADS. This collection followed Novem-
ber’s Emmaus collection of 150 hats, scarves, pairs of mittens and gloves for Hesed House and PADS.  Thanks to all who 
helped keep hundreds of ears, fingers and toes toasty warm during this frigid weather! 
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The G.Y.M. (Grace Youth 
Ministry) is especially busy this 
time of year.  We have re-
cently revealed our Side-by-
Side mission trip destination:  
Pensacola, Florida!  We will 

be partnering with Pensacola 
Habitat for Humanity June  
13-21. Hope @ Home will be 
in mission around the Chi-
cagoland area July 7-9. There 
are still two more church-
wide fundraisers to help sup-
port our summer missions—
Holy Smokes BBQ on April 
19 and the “Suds on Sunday” 
car wash on June 7. 
 

Students in junior and senior 
high also have opportunities 

each Sunday morning to be 
together in fellowship and 
learning in our Sunday School 
classes. Our 8th graders are 
continuing their journey to 
becoming members of Grace 
through Confirmation. 
 

On Wednesday evenings, stu-
dents share in faith and fellow-
ship at Wednesday Night 
G.Y.M. through Bible study, 
worship through music, and 
games. Open GYM’s are spe-

cial events throughout the 
year at an off-site location; the 
most recent Open GYM was a 
trip to Sky High Trampolines 
and lunch at Portillo’s. 
 

On April 18, the GYM will be 
hosting a special event for 6th-
12th graders and adults:  
“Prom Through the Decades.” 
Further information will come 
soon.  This event is open to 
youth and nostalgic adults of 
all ages! 

Grace Youth Ministry:  The GYM!   By Jenn Wills 

MINISTRY IN MOTION!MINISTRY IN MOTION!  

March 

By Angela McCurdy 
 

In June 1942, George Goldschmidt 
received a letter from his father. 

George had immigrated with his wife Rosemarie to New York 
in 1941. His father Alex, along with his brother Helmut, had 
attempted to leave Germany aboard the SS St. Louis in 1939. 
On June 9, from their internment in southern France, Alex 
wrote: 

 

[I]f you had personally gone to State 
Department Immigration Office on your 
way through Washington in May, we 
would probably have had our visas long 
ago... I have described our situation for 
you several times. This will be the last 
time. If you don't move heaven and 
earth to help us, that's up to you, but it 
will be on your conscience. 
 

This would be the last letter George received from his  

father; on August 14, Alex and Helmut 
boarded a train in Drancy, France. Three 
days later, they arrived at Auschwitz. Of 
the 991 passengers aboard, 875 (Alex 
among them) were deemed unfit for pro-
ductive work. Helmut was selected to work 
in the bricklayers' school. He died 53 days 
later.  George died on April 29, 2009.  On 
May 10, 2011, his son Martin set forth with 
photos of Alex and Helmut, his wife Amy, his "limited German 
and nearly nonexistent French," and a small box containing 
Alex's ashes on a six-week journey to retrace the steps of his 
grandfather and uncle and "to steer my way out of the churn-
ing turbulence of Alex's wake into the calm and peaceful wa-
ters of my living family, my friends, and my life."    
Many Thanks to the Questors class for donating funds for this addi-
tion to our collection. 

 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

If you were anywhere near the lower level of Grace on 
February 7, you would have heard children’s voices, 
handbells, handchimes, and rhythm exercises.  On that 
date, Grace hosted the annual Young Ringers Festival.  
“It doesn't matter how many times you go; each time 
you learn something new,” said Mark Froelich from 
Grace’s Youth Bell choir. 
 

The title of the festival this year was “Racing to Ring,” 
themed around running a race. There were three categories: 
5K for beginners; 10K for intermediate ringers; and Mara-
thon for advanced ringers.  
 

Among children from five Chicagoland churches were 
youngsters from Grace in all three categories.  They 
spent most of the morning learning proper bell ringing 
techniques at the various levels. After lunch, intermedi-
ate and advanced ringers learned different parts of a 
piece written just for the festival, while beginners did 
more rhythm practice.  
 

In the afternoon, the groups all came together to prac-

tice the piece to 
prepare for sharing 
time, a concert at-
tended by parents 
and family members. 
The Marathon 
group malleted bass 
bells, while the 10K 
processed ringing 
their part and were 
then joined by 5K 
ringing handchimes. The concert ended with the Mara-
thoners sharing what they learned in their Maori stick 
class.  
 

The day was great for ringing bells and making new 
friends!  Phone numbers among fellow ringers were 
exchanged, and connections were made.  Karson Wehr-
li summed it up by saying, “Young Ringers was a great 
way to make new friends and to learn new techniques 
of bell ringing, even if you have no experience.” 

Young Ringers Run a Successful Festival   By Cheryl Ameiss 
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Construction work is 
progressing on our 
HVAC (Heating, Venti-
lation, Air Conditioning) 
project. Pipefitters and 
electricians have been 
running pipes and con-

duit through Fellowship Hall, and work 
has begun to integrate the Fireside 
Room and Chapel into our cooling sys-
tem. Thanks are due to several United 
Methodist Women’s groups for adjust-
ing their meeting locations to accom-
modate the work.  
 

The main boiler room has been com-
pletely cleared of unneeded material, 
and new components are now being 
brought in. We expect the new chiller 
to be installed on the roof over the 
Stephens Lounge during the first week 
of March. We will work closely with 
Sharon Ferguson to avoid schedule con-
flicts as the work progresses. 
 

The keycard access project is also pro-
gressing. All mechanical work for in-
stalling electric latches in the exterior 
doors has been completed. Grace vol-
unteers will run wires connecting com-
ponents, and then we’ll call in the sys-
tem vendor for the final connections 
and tests. A policy will be developed 

and reviewed with Trustees for the 
operation of the system, and training 
will be provided to administrators.  
As of this writing, we hope to complete 
the volunteer installation work by the 
end of February. 
 

Improvements in lighting have been 
progressing as well, in spite of limited 
funding for accomplishing project goals. 
Thanks to great legwork by Ron Laub, 
Steve Peters, and Jerry Ford in assessing 
needs and available technologies, we 
have installed LED lighting in the Nar-
thex and the Conference Room and 
higher efficiency lighting in Room 254. 
Because of the “Grace Wiring Team” of 
Dennis Groenenboom, Greg Chalecki, 
Rob Swim, Steve Peters, Ron Laub, and 
Frank Ruerup, we have been able to 
install energy efficient lighting through-
out the Stephens Ministry Lounge area 
and near the PDO offices. These lights 
were originally purchased for hallway 
renovation in 2005, but did not fit as 
intended. Paul Grysh has stored these 
fixtures until they could be put to good 
use, and that day is now here! Paul will 
provide guidance and expertise to our 
volunteer team to get the best results 
possible within our operational budget. 
 

An important lesson from the lighting 

effort is the 
extraordi-
nary 
amount of 
labor  
required to 
maintain 
the old 
fluorescent 
lights. A 
switch to 
higher effi-
ciency 
lighting 
saves cost 
for power, 
but also 
brings a much longer life of bulbs and 
ballasts, reducing labor for maintenance 
tremendously. For $100 per fixture, we 
can retrofit obsolete fixtures to long-
life, low-energy LEDs. For our various 
rooms with four, six, or eight lights, 
that means a contribution of $400, 
$600, or $800 can reduce energy and 
labor costs.  I encourage all Grace 
members to consider designated contri-
butions to “Grace Lighting” to help us 
begin the process of transitioning to 
100% long-life LED lighting. This is in-
vestment that will really pay off quickly! 
 

Building Projects Moving Right Along   By John Bodine, Building Committee Chair 

Holy Week at Grace 
Palm Sunday Worship 
March 29, 8:15/9:30/11am 
Maundy Thursday Worship 
April 2, 7:30pm with foot washing and  communion 
Good Friday Worship 
April 3, 7:30pm Tenebrae Service 
Holy Saturday Worship  (an Easter service) 
April 4, 5:00pm in the Sanctuary 
Easter Sunday Services 
6:30am Sunrise Service in the Lacy Garden 
8:15am Traditional Worship 
9:30 & 11am  Blended Style Worship 
 

Half-bodies are a common 
sight around Grace these 
days! 

Children’s Service Demystifies Ash Wednesday 
In additional to our traditional Ash Wednesday evening service, Grace 
introduced a children and families “Ash Wednesday Experience” at 
4:30 p.m., right before children’s choir rehearsals.  In a service that 
was attended by several children and parents, as well as some who 
were not connected to choir youngsters, Pastors Bob and Tammy 
imposed ashes upon those present, allowed a time for people to take 
“selfies”* with the sign of the cross on their 
foreheads, and offered cross clings 
(courtesy of Sherri Nagy’s Cutting Edge 
Graphics company) and a calendar of daily 
things to do in remembrance of the cross.  
Lynn Leitzen led a closing song, “I Have  
Decided to Follow Jesus.”  Above all, the 
service allowed the children an opportunity 
to answer age-appropriate questions about 
the palm branches that become ashes and 
other aspects of the sacrifice and solemnity 
of the Lenten season.  Many hands were 
raised, as the children eagerly participated 
in this new experience! 

*If you took an Ash Wednesday selfie you’d like to share for a  
photo collage, please e-mail it to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org. 
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Rebuilding Together-Aurora Set for Last Weekend in April 
For the past several years, members of Grace have participated in a very important mission right here 
at home:  Rebuilding Together-Aurora.  This year, the mission to restore a home for a qualified family 
in Aurora will take place on Friday and Saturday, April 24-25.  Volunteers of all skill levels—from 

skilled contractors to those armed with nothing but sheer will and elbow grease—are needed.  Said Grace RTA coordi-
nator Thatch Irwin:  “There are so many causes that are noteworthy in other parts of the country or the world, but 
Rebuilding Together-Aurora is right in our own back yard.  The expressions on the faces of the homeowners after 
we’ve worked on their house is worth the price of admission.  Every year, we get first-timers involved in RTA to volun-
teer their time and talents, and that is a cool thing to see.”  Save the date, and watch for further information! 

By Barb Ceruti 
 

While my husband 
and I volunteered for 
a Sunday shift in the 
“Feed the Need” 
MobilePack over 
President’s Day 
weekend instead of 
going to church, the 
morning neverthe-
less felt like a reli-
gious experience.   
It was a visible, tangible testament to the power of God’s call to 
service and to what those who hear that call can achieve together. 
 

“I still can’t comprehend the power of what was accomplished at 
‘Feed the Need’,” said Gay Craig, who coordinated Grace Church’s 
participation in the MobilePack.  “The Lord has 
certainly blessed us.”  Held this year in the Rec 
Center at North Central College, the Mo-
bilePack accommodated hundreds more volun-
teers than it could in previous years and loca-
tions.  With some 16 adults and youth from the 
community at 40 some packing stations per 
shift, the operation moved like a seamless ma-
chine of assembly line efficiency, positively brim-
ming with communal good will and the satisfac-
tion of putting hands to a tangible task.  Against 
a backdrop of upbeat music and cheers whenev-
er a packing team filled a box (with 36 meals 
each), the huge room pulsed with an electricity I 
have seldom seen or felt anywhere.  When I asked the young girl 
next to me (whose responsibility was weighing the meals before 
they were sealed and boxed) what she thought of the experience, a 
big smile lit up her face:  “This is awesome—I LOVE this!” she said. 
 

In addition to packing opportunities, the MobilePack needed volun-
teers in other capacities as well.  “Some people missed the event 
because they were unaware there were positions that didn’t re-
quire standing,” said Gay, citing Ron Will and his efforts in weighing 
and processing boxes of packed meals and others from Grace who 
labeled bags and checked people in.  “There is something for every-
one to be involved in at ‘Feed the Need.’ That’s what so great 
about this event.”   
 

Grace Volunteers Join Community in Packing Over 800,000 Meals 

Grace Children Join MobilePack  
By Lynn Leitzen, Children’s Choir Ministries Director 
 

This year's “noisy offering” contributed $1,112.51 
of our $2,029.75 total for the 2014-15 Children's 
Choirs campaign to CHANGE THE WORLD. We 
are so grateful for our congregation’s continued 
support, as this is our second year with a noisy 
offering exceeding $1000. It afforded our choris-
ters and families 80 packing slots at this year's 
Feed the Need Mobile event at NCC. That was 
nearly 30 more than last year! It's so great to have 
an event where five-year-olds can have as much 
impact as an adult. It is really empowering to 
know we can, and did, make a difference in the 
lives of so many starving children. The children 
collected their loose change from September 

through January. Our biggest 
chorister contribution again 
came from 7th grader Lee 
Costello, who shared $25 of 
his snow shoveling cash. That's 
100 meals provided just by 
Lee, and so many of our choir 
children worked hard all sea-
son to help raise the additional 
$1000+ that we collected. 
With the overwhelming re-
sponse and strong support of 
“FMSC Queen” Gay Craig, I 
believe this will be a children's 

choir mission tradition! The process of raising the 
money and packing the food makes this project so 
tangible for the kids. They are truly the hands of 
Christ reaching out to feed the hungry! 

 Pack Facts 
• 802, 872 meals packed  
• 5 shifts, 10 hours total 
• 3,833 volunteers 
• 42 hours total 

MobilePack time from 
set-up to tear-down 

• 2,200 kids fed for an 
entire year! 
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              Our People 
     Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Nancy Barron, mother-in-law of Susan Barron 
Susan Bradley, wife of Jeff Bradley 
Aiden Delaney, grandson of Kathy Coleman 
Elva Esau 
Tom Herrmann, father of John Herrmann 
Benjamin Kendrick, friend and colleague of Pastor Bob Atkins 
Richard Newell, Sr., father of Richard Newell, Jr. 
Ron Robinson, father of Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman 
Lee Rowe 
Abel Spong, great-grandson of Lorraine Scoville 

          Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Ruth Sieben celebrates her 90th birthday on March 22; please 
send greetings to 1555 Orchard Cir., Naperville, IL  60565 

                              Baptisms 
 

Jacob Wesley Taylor, son of Adam and Kimberly Taylor, was 
baptized on February 22 

                                Letters 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Thank you for all your cards and prayers while I was in the hospital.  
They cheered and encouraged me so very much. 
     —Fondly, Alice Mann 

March 2015 

       All God’s Creatures  
         Great and Small 
This column, formerly called “Animal Attraction,”  
celebrates God’s great and small, bright and beautiful, 
whether they are your beloved domestic pets or crea-
tures you’ve seen in your backyard, at a park, on vaca-
tion, safari, etc.  Please submit your photos with a 
“bio-like” description either of your pet(s) or an ex-
planation of where the photo was taken and any rele-
vant details.  Please do not send photos that were not 
taken either by you or someone you personally 
know—no Internet downloads, please!  You are en-
couraged to send your photos and “bio’s” to barbce-
ruti@peopleofgrace.org., or drop them in the church 
office, ATTN:  Barb.  Photos will be returned upon 
request.   

The deadline for news submissions 
for the April issue of Grace Notes is 
Monday, March 30.  Send news to 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 
630-355-1748, ext. 3240, or drop in 
the church office, ATTN:  Barb  

Before the big blizzard on Super Bowl Sunday, people 
were told to go out and stock up on food.  “The mes-
sage must have impressed this coyote,” said Barbara 
Hoch, whose backyard on Edgewater Drive he ven-
tured into.  “He had come up from the river to do 
some hunting before the big snow came.  Don’t wor-
ry, though,” she assured.  “All of our neighbors had 
their dogs and cats inside!” 

Coyote Sighting! 

         CAT Executive Summary Online 
For a summary of the results of the church-wide  
assessment survey over 300 Grace members respond-
ed to last month, go to www.peopleofgrace.org.   


