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YOU OUGHTTA BE IN OUR PICTURES! 
SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR NEW PICTORIAL MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY:  
MARCH 12-14, 3-9PM; MARCH 15, 10AM-4PM;  JUNE 4-6, 3-9PM;  AND JUNE 7, 10AM-4PM.   

SIGN UP FOR A SITTING AT WWW.PEOPLEOFGRACE.ORG OR CALL PHYLLIS PEPIOT  
IN THE CHURCH OFFICE:  630-355-1748, EXT. 3222 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCOUNT ON PHOTO PURCHASES MADE IN MARCH!  THOSE PHOTOGRAPHED GET A FREE DIRECTORY  
AS WELL AS A FREE 8X10.  FEE IS $10 PER DIRECTORY FOR THOSE NOT PHOTOGRAPHED. 

Since the beginning of 2014, we have experienced an unusual amount of snow and 
cold, particularly on the weekends.  Because of the weather, attendance at Sunday 
services has been down.  At the same time, expenses of the Church are higher, due 
to snow removal, salt and utilities.  During the month of January, our expenses ex-
ceeded pledges by $10,000; in the first half of February, pledges were still below normal 
(like the temperatures!).  We hope the weather will improve so that our members will be able to attend worship 
again on a regular basis and bring their weekly and monthly pledges up-to-date.  If you are able to advance your 
pledge to help us through the freeze, that would be most helpful and appreciated.  We’ll keep the lots plowed for 
you;-)     —Your Stewardship and Finance Committee 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2Healing  
Worship (& 3/8) 

3 4UMW Gen. 
Mtng, 9:00am 

5Ash Wed. 
Worship 7:30 

6  7 8Green Fair 
11am-2pm 

9”Love Opens 
Doors”10:30am
Summer Mis-
sions Mtng 7pm 

10 11 12Seder 
Meal 6:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

13 14 15Youth 
Musical 5pm 

16Youth  
Musical 11am; 
Otterbein Choir 
7:00pm 

17 18 19Lent Sup-
per 6pm; Lectio 
Divina 6:30 

20 21Sleight  
Street Singers 
Dessert 
7:30pm 

22Healing 
Worship  
 

23Men’s 
Glee Club, 3pm 
Wentz Hall 

24April 
Grace Notes 
news deadline 

25 26Lent Sup-
per; Labyrinth 
Walk 6:30 

27 28His/Her 
Basketball 7pm 
Activity Center 

29 

30 31      

Easter Flower Sales March 9/16/23 

Help Us Thaw the FREEZE on Pledges! 

   HIGHLIGHTS 

And Save These Dates:   
April 25  Hamball Luncheon - May 2  Women’s Event  

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church March 2014 

I will go into all the world, tell the 
news of the risen One. 
All may come, anyone, just believe. 
I will go into all the world, share the 
hope found in God's own Son. 
Though He died, He rose alive and 
set us free. 
 

I will go into all the world, reach a 
heart in the farthest place. 
And I know, where I go, you will be. 
I will go into all the world, point the 
lost to Your saving grace. 
And I pray, Lord today, be with me. 
 

Oh, we can change, we can 
change the world. 
 

We can change, we can change 
the world. 
 

Spread the truth of God's Word.  
We won't stop 'til all have heard. 
 

WE CAN CHANGE THE WORLD! 

 

What is it they say? If you 
repeat something enough, 
you start to believe it. Well, 
our children’s choristers 
started singing these words 
at our first rehearsal back in 
August and at nearly every 
rehearsal after that, and we 
began to believe.  
 

We learned that a mere 22 
cents would pay for one 
meal for a starving child 
through Feed My Starving 
Children’s “Feed the Need” 
Mobile Pack event in Febru-
ary. So, we began collect-
ing...from sofa cushions, 
from the dark, "yucky" plac-
es in the family van, from 
clothes dryers, from pants 
pockets, from forgotten 
vending machines, from 
parking lots, from piggy 
banks, and from a gracious 

and generous congrega-
tion!  As each monthly 
coin drop occurred and 
the total number of coins 
were counted, we realized 
we could change the 
world—literally, 
one penny at a time.  
Every stray coin, once 
overlooked, became a 
gem, a valuable commodity 
to help the "least of these.”  
 

“...For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me… 
Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of 
my family, you did it to 
me." (Matthew 25:40) 
 

Once we began to share our 
mission, others quickly of-
fered support and ideas.  
Pastor Lisa shared that a 
previous congregation of 
hers successfully took up a 
"Noisy Offering"—a collec-
tion of coins clattering in 
kitchen pots and pans—and 
that we should try it here. 
So, on the weekend before 
Thanksgiving (appropriately 
timed), our choristers sang 
the song at the beginning of 
this article and served as 
ushers at all four services.  
 

Our church family’s generos-
ity catapulted our vision into 
a reality! That weekend 
alone, we collected over half 
of our $2,000 goal (based on 
FMSC's challenge for each 

meal packer to raise $50).  
With an estimate of 40 chor-
isters between Angelus, 
Cherub, and Junior Singers, 
we came up with the $2,000 
goal to be raised by February 
2014, the month of the Mo-
bile Pack.  We were blown 
away!  One chorister serving 
as an usher disappointingly 
shared, "Some guy threw in 
a twenty dollar bill! That's 
not very noisy!" I assured 
him that "noisy" was just a 
fun adjective and that his 
generosity was graciously 
and humbly welcomed.  
 

The choirs continued with 
their first Wednesday coin 
drops through December 
and January, with January 
being our largest collection 
($408.56), thanks in part to 
the generosity of Junior Sing-
er Lee Costello, who donat-
ed his $25 shoveling money 
to help "Feed the Need." I 
was nearly brought to tears. 
"They get it! They  
really get it!" 
 

And so, on February 15 at 
our shift during the Feed the 
Need weekend, we did 

change the world! The 
$2,366.59 we raised over 
the previous five months 
"bought" the opportunity for 
55 Grace choristers, family, 
and friends to gather at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, and, along with 159 
other volunteers, we packed 
247 boxes of food. That's 
53,352 meals, enough to 
feed 146 hungry children for 
an entire year! And we sang 
our song one final time that 
morning in front of all those 
gathered as a doxology, 
knowing that with God's 
help, WE CAN CHANGE 
THE WORLD, one penny, 
one serving heart at a time! 
 

Grace Choristers “Change the World” at Feed the Need  
Mobile Pack   By Lynn Leitzen, Director of Children’s Choir Ministries 

Preliminary Stats on 
the “Feed the Need’ 
Weekend Feb. 14-16 

From Gay Craig, Hunger Committee 
-10 packing sessions 

-2,321 total volunteers 
-2,421 boxes packed 

-520,992 meals 
-1,427 starving children 
will be fed one meal per 

day for one year!   
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 

Children’s choristers and family members packed  
nearly 250 boxes of food for hungry children Feb. 15.   
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Pastor’s Journal        
           

Miroslav Volf is Professor of Theology at Yale Divinity School.  In sermon messages and in our 
Wednesday evening study during Lent, we will use his book, Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving 
in a Culture Stripped of Grace, as a guide or starting point for our conversations about how to live 
in God’s grace.  This book was the Lenten study for the whole Church of England a few years ago.  
It seems especially appropriate today to wonder about the role of generosity, of forgiveness, and 
of grace in today’s world, and to consider our part. 

 

It does not seem difficult to assess our present day lack of grace, especially social graces, in the contemporary world.  
Our political system is premised on social graces that make government possible.  When we exclude the “other”—that 
is, the one who has different views—we belittle our chances of government.  When we embrace difference, we enhance 
the opportunity for peace.  Join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent and on Sunday mornings as we consider the role 
that Christian forgiveness and generosity have in our personal lives and how the resulting grace might affect the world.   
 

When Dr. Lallene Rector, new president of Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary, was in our pulpit recently, she chal-
lenged us to fulfill our calling from God as Christians in four ways:  Love, Leadership, Light, and Servanthood.   To love 
the other as oneself, to lead as a spiritual guide in the place we are, to let the light of Christ shine through our lives, and 
to live fully with a spirit of service in Christ’s name.  In these ways are the means of grace.   
 

         Grace and Peace, 
               

March 2014 

 By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

“Grace Is Giving and Forgiving…”  Come discover all the ways this season of Lent to 
learn how to be both! 
“Grace is giving and forgiv-
ing” is our theme for the 
Lenten season this year, as 
we explore with Miroslav 
Volf in his book Free of 
Charge how to be givers and 
forgivers like God and Christ 
and grow in our Christian 
journey through life.   
 

Giving and forgiving…how 
do we do that?  These prac-
tices are taught first and 
foremost at home and rein-
forced at church and at 
school.  During this Lenten 
season, I encourage you all 
as families to:   
 

• Read our Lenten devo-
tions booklet each day 
together as a family, and 
share your own thoughts 
and stories with each oth-
er, inspired by the stories 
shared by our Grace 
members in the book. 

• Come to our special Len-
ten worship services and 
think about what they 

teach us about giving and 
forgiving: Ash Wednesday, 
Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Holy Saturday, and 
Easter Sunday. 

• Come to our Wednesday 
suppers (6:00 p.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall)) and devo-
tional times, and share in a 
modified Jewish Seder and 
learn the background for 
Jesus’ last supper...Share in 
a Bible Study with Rev. Im 
Jung,  geared toward chil-
dren in the first half hour 
and adults in the last 
hour...Share in the Laby-
rinth prayer walking as a 
family...Share in the Sta-
tions of the Cross, led by 
our youth.  

• Come to our family Green 
Living, Healthy Living Fair 
on Saturday, March 8, 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., and 
learn how to give to God’s 
earth and bring better 
health to yourself!  

 

• Come to our youth musi-
cal on Saturday, March 15, 
or Sunday, March 16, and 
learn “10,000 Reasons” to 
give and forgive! 

• Share your prayer com-
mitments to give and for-
give on our prayer wall, 
and pray for our church 
community together. 

• Reflect on our art stations 
at the corners of Grace, 
and see what you learn 
about giving and forgiving! 
 

Make some time as a family 
to give time to God this Len-
ten season, and in so doing, 
learn to give to and forgive 
yourself as well as your 
neighbor.  You will find that 
it is in these times of giving 
and forgiving—when you are 
most like God in attitude 
and behavior with yourself 
and with others—that you 
will feel God closest to you!   
 

“Wherever two or three are 
gathered in my name, there  

I am in the midst of you,”  
Jesus says. Giving sacrificially, 
humbling oneself and choos-
ing to be last and least be-
fore another, celebrating the 
beauty and joy of life, wheth-
er in the midst of a wedding 
or a storm...these are things 
God and Jesus do and that 
we can do, and we will dis-
cover them by our side, 
blessing us with moments of 
everlasting love and life, 
pressed down and spilling 
over! 
 

Let us choose wisely this 
Lent, and choose to walk 
with Christ.  Give and for-
give, and you will find your-
self gifted and forgiven!  
What a wonderful oppor-
tunity to grow as we travel 
this journey of faith! 
 

Blessed to be on the journey 
with you,  
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Grace Has Own Version of “The Big Read” In Free of Charge   

Let Nothing Be  
Wasted:  Extra Lenten  
Devotions Fill Us… 
And Then Some 
By Merrill Litchfield 

 

All four Gospels include the story of the feeding of the five 
thousand, including the twelve baskets of leftovers.  But 
the Gospel of John differs from the Synoptics by including 
a couple of extra details.  Only in John is there a mention 
of Andrew saying that the five loaves and two fish are of-
fered by a boy; only in John does Jesus order the picking 
up of the leftovers: “Let nothing be wasted.”  I wonder:  
if Jesus were merely human, and not quite so humble as  
God is, might he not have said something like, “Feed it to 

the birds.  If we need some more, I can always do the 
same again.”?  But he did not.  He showed the way to a bit 
of stewardship, carefully honoring what began as a gift, 
lovingly multiplied by our giving God.  Our booklet of Daily 
Meditations for the Season of Lent, which is included in this 
mailing, also begins with gifts: the meditations that our 
contributors offer to the People of Grace.  In the past, 
we’ve allowed the extras to slide aside unnoticed—not a 
good disposition of something that God could multiply to 
attentive hearts and minds.  This year, we are offering our 
“over and above” abundance to you by making them avail-
able on our website, www.peopleofgrace.org, beginning 
March 3.  There will also be hard copies of the “extras” in 
the church office.  May you be blessed by enjoying these 
“second helpings.” 

Thank You, New Grace Receptionists! 
Three people answered our recent 
call for substitute receptionists in 
the main church office.  Warm 
thanks to Marilyn Cusick, Judy 
Reurup, and Sheryl Trotz.  
Thank you also to Joan Williams, 

head receptionist, and office staff for training these la-
dies.  Receptionists are always needed; if you are inter-
ested in being a sub or serving as a receptionist on a 
one-day-per-week basis, please contact Joan Williams at 
630-800-6054 or cub1988@aol.com.   

      Who Won the “Souper Bowl”? 
While the Seattle Seahawks threatened to 
shut out the Denver Broncos for most of 
the Super Bowl on February 2, all were 
winners in Grace’s “Souper Bowl,”  

because Grace families worked together to tackle hunger.  
Because everyone loves a challenge, our Youth and Chil-
dren’s Ministries arranged a friendly “competition” between 
teams of youth/ children and adults to see who could bring 
the most cans of soup in our collection for Loaves & Fishes.  
The result?   
         381 (Youth/Children) to 193 (Adults)—Score! 

If you have  
visited your 
public  
library  

recently, you may have noticed signs 
for The Big Read. This is an annual 
event, sponsored in part by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, to 
promote reading and strengthen com-
munities. Each year participants come 
together to read, discuss, and partici-
pate in programs built around a single 
book (there is often a separate title 
for younger readers).  Here at Grace, 
we participate in a similar tradition 
during the season of Lent. Not only 
do we share together in creating a 
Lenten booklet, we read and discuss in 
several classes and study groups a sin-
gle book. This year’s selection is Miro-
slav Volf’s Free of Charge:  Giving and 
Forgiving in a Culture Stripped of 
Grace.  As in past years, personal  

copies are avail-
able in the 
church office, 
and a copy has 

been added to the Library’s collection. 
 

Volf is Henry B. Wright Professor of 
Theology at Yale Divinity School, 
where he has co-taught a course on 
religious faith and globalization with 
Tony Blair, and Director of the Yale 
Center for Faith and Culture. His 
book Exclusion and Embrace: A Theo-
logical Exploration of Identity, Other-
ness, and Reconciliation was named by 

Christianity Today as 
one of the most 
influential books of 
the twentieth centu-
ry.  Free of Charge 
was written at the 
invitation of Rowan 
Williams, then 
Archbishop of Can-
terbury, as the 
Church of England’s Lent book in 
2006.  Volf brings together his wide-
ranging background in theology, west-
ern philosophy, popular culture (the 
last chapter includes a discussion of 
Milan Kundera’s The Unbearable 
Lightness of Being), and his own per-
sonal experience to explore how, in 
giving and forgiving, we can truly  
reflect the image of God in a broken 
world. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the 
knowledge of your faith.” 

Miroslav 
Volf 

By Angela McCurdy 
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From Pastors Don Niswonger and 
Carol Findon 
 

The sixth and final session of the 
“Love Open Doors” series, spon-
sored by Grace’s “Lead With Love” 
group, features Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beck-
onchrist on Sunday, March 9.  She 
will speak on “Creating a Welcoming 
Faith Community,” exploring with us 

what it means to be a Welcoming Church and a Reconcil-
ing Congregation, whereby persons of the LGBT commu-
nity receive full inclusion, and justice prevails at Grace 
United Methodist Church.   
 

Dr. Beckonchrist, Chairperson of the National Reconciling 
Ministries Network Board, is a retired elder in the North-
ern Illinois Conference.  While she was the lead pastor of 
First United Methodist Church of Arlington Heights until 

July 2013, FUMCAH experienced revitalization and growth 
as a result of its intentional practice of God’s radical hospi-
tality and extravagant grace.  Rev. Dr. Beckonchrist will 
also approach the prospect of joining nearly 600 UM con-
gregations and communities and over ten million Chris-
tians in numerous denominations that fully welcome lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual and transgender persons in their minis-
tries and missions.  A graduate of Garrett Evangelical The-
ological Seminary (M.Div.) and Wesley Theological Semi-
nary (D.Min.), Dr. Beckonchrist now makes her home in 
Chicago’s Edgewater community and consults with congre-
gations on redevelopment throughout the United States.  
She is an avid reader and film viewer, and her grandchil-
dren keep her smiling!   
 

Sun., March 9, 10:30 a.m. (brunch) - 12:30 p.m.  
Fellowship Hall - All Are Welcome! 
“Creating a Welcoming Faith Community” 
Facilitated by Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist 

Final “Love Opens Doors” Examines Being a Reconciling Congregation 

Green Living, Healthy Living Fair Saturday, March 8 
 

Quite frankly, given the winter we’re having this year, just typing the word “green” is  
uplifting!  Soon, whether it seems possible or not, we’ll see fresh shoots of grass 
emerging from the frozen ground, new buds on the trees, and spring flowers popping 
their heads out again.  How wonderful that God’s beautiful, green earth promises new 
life again each year!  How perfect that we as His people get to see it, smell it, hear it, 
taste it, touch it...just by being alive and healthy!   
 

On Saturday, March 8, Grace’s Church & Society, Health & Wellness, and Children & 
Family Ministries will host a family “Green Living, Healthy Living” Fair in celebration of 
environmental consciousness and whole-person health.  Come to Fellowship Hall  
between 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., and explore and enjoy the following offerings: 
 

Healthy, organic food from “Two Mothers” and French-Vietnamese fare from “Cuisine de 
Saigon” (for purchase) · Children’s Activities · Blood Pressure and Bone Density Screen-
ings · Tai Chi and Yoga Demonstrations · Reflexology · Information from Ecogym, Green 
Earth Institute, The Growing Place, Morton Arboretum, Orange Theory Fitness · And More!   

“Thank you very much for the 
Mother’s Day stationery...it  
definitely was exciting to receive 
your gift.  I feel that we inmates 
are often forgotten, so it’s nice 
to know that people think about 
us.”   
 

Those were the words in a note of 
appreciation for Companion, Inc.’s 
Mother’s Day Project, in which Grace 
is participating again this year.  If you 
would like to contribute to this mean-
ingful project, there is a collection box 
in the office for the items at far right:  

Please deposit 
your donations 
by Sunday, 
March 16!  If 
you are able, 
please help pre-
pare these kits 
on Friday, March 
21, 9:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m., at St. 
Timothy Lutheran Church (1313 N. 
Mill St. in Naperville).  Contact Nancy 
Lindberg, Church Women United liai-
son, for further information at 630-
364-2801. 

• Please OFFER:  pens (single cell 
with a cap - no click pens or those 
with metal); stationery (complete 
sets not necessary); cards that are 
blank or with messages such as 
“thank you,” “thinking of you,” 
Mother’s Day themes, or home-
made cards; gallon-sized Ziploc 
bags; postage stamps.   

• Please AVOID:  images of Cauca-
sian families; yellowed cards or en-
velopes; cards requiring extra post-
age; cards with masses or novenas; 
cards with anything pasted or glued 
on them.  Thank you! 

Please Respond By March 16 to the Mother’s Day Project!   
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Your Lenten Devotions Book Is Here! 
Enclosed in this mailing is a copy of your family’s Daily 
Meditations for the Lenten Season, our annual booklet of 
personal expressions from members of our Grace family 
and pastors for each day of Lent, beginning with Ash 
Wednesday on March 5 through Easter Sunday on 
April 20.  Grateful thanks to those who offered devo-
tions and to Merrill Litchfield, who has edited this booklet 
for the past 11 of its 40+ years in publication.  Please take 
time to turn to this booklet each day and discover how it 
moves you, whether you make a lot of the Lenten season 
in your personal life, or you barely notice its presence in 
the fresh breath of spring.  Below is a schedule of our  
Holy Week services; at right is a schedule of Wednesday 
evening Lenten suppers and activities.  Join us on the jour-
ney to be giving and forgiving this season of Lent! 
 

Holy Week at Grace: 
Palm Sunday Worship: 
April 13, 8:15/9:30/11a.m. 
Maundy Thursday Worship:  April 17, 7:30 p.m. 
Good Friday Worship:  April 18, 7:30 p.m. 
Holy Saturday (An Easter Service!):  April 19,  
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Easter Sunday Services:  April 20 
6:00 a.m. (youth-led); 8:15 a.m. (traditional);  
9:30 and 11:00 a.m. (blended style)   
 

TO HELP US BE MINDFUL OF THOSE THINGS WE WISH TO GIVE 
AND FORGIVE, PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER FILLING OUT 
AND RETURNING THE FORMS BELOW AS INSTRUCTED:   

My Commitment to Give 
(ex. time, leadership, effort, donations) 
Please fill out and place in the box in the narthex. 

I commit to GIVE the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

My Commitment to Forgive 
(ex. hurt, debt, past harm, another person, self) 
Please fill out and place in the box in the narthex. 

I commit to FORGIVE the following: 

Lenten 2014:  Grace Is Giving and Forgiving 

Prayer Wall Request 
Please pray for me that I will fulfill my commitments to Give and to Forgive! 

Please tear off prayer request, then fold and insert between the bricks in our Sanctuary Prayer Wall 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

 

March 15/16 Youth  
Musical - see page 4 
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On Saturday and Sunday, March 15-16 in worship at 5:00 p.m. and 11:00 a.m., the Grace Youth Choir will present 
“10,000 Reasons,” a compelling musical of  contemporary songs that will inspire us, challenge us, and give us 
more than enough reason to open our hearts to the Lord this Lenten season.  Created by Dennis and Nan Allen, 
“10,000 Reasons” also includes humorous sketches, congregational singing, and lots of  energy and joy!   
This is an ideal opportunity to invite your friends to worship with you! 

 
 

 
  
  
  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

10,000 REASONS 

M
arch 15/16 

5pm
 and 11am

 

Sleight 
Street 

Singers 
Dessert 
Mar. 21 

On Sunday, March 16, 7:00 p.m.,  
the acclaimed Otterbein University  

Concert Choir will make a stop at  
Grace on their spring tour!   

Conducted by Gayle Walker, this  
delightful group of talented young 

choristers will fill our Sanctuary with a 
rich, glorious sound that, accompa-
nied by the promise of spring in the 

air, is sure to melt winter’s grip on our 
hearts.  This concert requires no tick-

ets, but a free-will offering will be tak-
en.  HOST HOMES ARE NEEDED 

for student choir members!  Contact 
Dan Wagner at 630-355-1748, ext. 
3232, or andante147@gmail.com.    

On Friday, March 21, 7:30pm, the Grace 
Concert Series brings Naperville’s Sleight  
Street Singers to our church home for a  
concert of a capella jazz and pop standards— 
and tasty dessert!  Admission is free; RSVP  
required! Reserve at peopleofgrace.org/concerts 
or scan the QR code above with your smart 
phone and reserve your spot right now!  

Coming in May…5th House Ensemble 
returns with “Luna de Cuernos,”  

by Chicago artist Sarah Becan.   
Tickets & more info to come! 
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  Please send photos and descriptions of your 
family's pets or wildlife you have snapped in your yard, on vaca-
tion, safari, etc. to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Please make sure that photos were 
taken by you or someone you know—no Internet downloads, 
please.  Photos will be returned upon request.  If you would like 
to see your pet or wild critters in an upcoming issue of Grace 
Notes, contact us today! 

Recently, I was reading the paper when something caught 
my eye.  This little guy was sitting on the window ledge 
peering in at me.  I got my camera and got up rather close 
to the window, and he didn't budge.  It just seemed like he 
was saying, "Hey, I'm freezing out here; how about letting 
me in?!".  I have a number of squirrels in the backyard, but 
this was a first for one coming to a front window.   
        —Bill Blake 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Otto Meglin, father of Dave Swanson  
Robert Ochoa, friend of Barbara McCarthy 
Jack Riddle, father of Ellen Swanson 
Wayne Thomas 
Marie Wareing, mother of Roberta Kalesh 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Cliff Preston received the Athletic Hall of Fame award from 
Naperville North High School on February 7 for his decades 
of service to the high school and our community.  

                                  Baptisms 
Grace Rebecca Avila, daughter of John and Jennifer Avila, 
was baptized on February 9 
Graham Michael Goolik, son of Scott and Lisa Goolik, 
was baptized on February 9 
Bob Frazer, new member, was baptized on February 23 

                      Welcome, New Members 
 

Barbara Brand 
Bob Frazer and sons Robert and Charlie 
John and Erin Herrmann and son Maxson 
George Valish 
Chris and Traci Weilemann, daughter Bailey, son Ryan 

                             Letters 
 

To All the Members of Grace Church, 
 

Thank you for your prayers, your thoughts, and your fellowship these 
past weeks!  There is no Christian Church body like Grace.  From my 
welcome at Christmastime five years ago till now, I have been blessed by 
all of you.  My mother passed in God’s time.  He set aside a special over-
night vigil for me to pray with her, read to her, and be there when she 
passed.      —Love, Dave Biegon 
 

To the Families of Grace United Methodist Church, 
 

Greetings from the members of the 2014 Disciple III class, believers in 
Jesus Christ, who have gone before you in building families who bring 
glory to His teachings and honor to His name.  It is with thanksgiving 
that we observe you tending to your children’s faith development through 
regular church and Sunday school attendance and actively supporting our 
youth organizations with your time and participation.  We would encour-
age you to stand firm in your faith and read the Bible daily as a family.  
Model a life of gratitude, not complacency.  Does the way you live your 
life confirm or contradict what you say you believe?  Do your children 
know who they are and who God expects them to be?  Have they been 
taught to reach out to others and help those in need?  Please help your 
family to acknowledge their dependence on God and the power of His 
Holy Spirit.  Together, determine to obey Him fully and to avoid tempting 
situations.  Their faith, and the solid knowledge that a community of 
believers is walking beside them, will help them withstand the inevitable 
temptations of life.  We would encourage you to provide accountability, 
especially during the teen years.  Each member of the family should be 
able to acknowledge the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives and show 
evidence of its presence.  Our prayers continue to be with you as you 
seek to fulfill perhaps the most important responsibility you have ever 
been given.  —Grace and Peace to You, from members of Disciple III 

March 2014 

Let Me In! 

 
Thanks 
from 
Hesed 
House… 
The pajama 
drive Youth 
Ministry 
held at 
Christmas 
for young 
guests of 
Hesed 
House was 
most ap-
preciated! 
Thanks to 
all who  
donated! 


