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YOUTH SUMMER MISSIONS! 
Is This Your Year to Join Us? 
 

Side-by-Side - June 9-16 - Jonesboro, AR 
Again this year, the Side-by-Side Summer Youth Mission is 
traveling to Jonesboro, Arkansas, to continue the good 
work we started there last year with Habitat for Humanity 
Jonesboro.  Youth entering 9th grade in the fall through 
adults are welcome and encouraged to join us.  The experience of attending a week-long mission 
trip with people of all ages traveling, working, worshiping, dining, rooming, and fellowshipping to-
gether in the name of service to others, as Christ commands, is difficult to describe—you just have 
to go to know!  Registration and detailed information for Side-by-Side is online now at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry.  Hard copy info packets are outside the youth office.   
 

Hope@Home - June 25-27 - Chicagoland Area 
Our at-home mission, Hope@Home, is June 25-27 this year, serving needs and organizations 
around the Chicagoland area.  Youth entering 6th grade in the fall through adults are welcome to 
attend.  Participants go out into the surrounding Chicagoland areas during the day, return to their 
homes at night, then go out again the next day.  Registration and further information coming soon.  

Grace United Methodist Church 
300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540-7424 

Non-profit Organization 
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Register for Side-by-Side at www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministry. 
Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek at rglbhl@aol.com or 630-355-1748, ext. 234, for more information. 
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Lenten Activities Help Us Return, Rebuild, Restore! 

HOLY	WEEK	

Thank you to those who participated in the 
Lenten events at Grace that have already 
occurred—everyone, please be sure to en-
gage in the wonderful things yet to come! 
 

MARCH 9/10 IN THE SANCTUARY 
“Change the World” Youth Musical 
Presented by our 
Youth Choir in 
worship at 5:00 
p.m. on Saturday, 
March 9, and 11:00 
a.m. on Sunday, 
March 10, “Change 
the World” demonstrates through con-
temporary song how we must look at 
ourselves first to effect positive change, 
then take those revelations out into the 
world.  Following the musical on March 
9, Maua (Kenya) Methodist Hospital Ad-
ministrators Stanley and Mary Gitari will 
engage in a dialogue with our youth, fol-
lowed by dinner in Fellowship Hall.  All 
are welcome! 

  
 

MARCH 10 IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Changing the World in Kenya! 
At 9:30 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m., 
Maua Method-
ist Hospital 
Administrators 
Stanley and 
Mary Gitari 
will share how 
they and others in Maua are helping to 
vastly improve medical care and nourish-
ment in their area of the world.  Come 
hear their stories, come see their pho-
tos!  Light refreshments will be served; 
for the evening presentation, please park 
in the lower Grace parking lot. 
 

MARCH 17 IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
A Walk Through Holy Week  

Experience the events of 
Holy Week as Jesus did, 
according to the Gospels 
of Mark and Luke.  Join us 
in Fellowship Hall for a re-
enactment of that life-
changing journey from Bi-
ble storyteller Rev. Beth 

Galbreath.  Rev. Galbreath will also offer 
a brief presentation during the 11:00 chil-
dren’s time in worship. 

A Lit tle Farther Down the Road... 

• “The Scott and Alan Show” March 22, 7:30pm, Sanctuary  
This Keyboard Duo must be seen and heard to be believed!  See page 6 

• Bishop’s Interfaith Bus Trip March 22-23  See page 3 
• UMW Hamball Luncheon April 12, 11am-1pm, Fellowship Hall 

Hamballs, German potato salad, cold salads, pies, rolls, beverages - tickets on sale soon!  
Co-chair needed!  Call Linda Bodine at 630-428-7807 to volunteer 

• FCM Safety Forum April 12, 6pm at Aurora Ave. Police Station 
• “Holy Smokes” Drive-Thru BBQ April 21, 11am-1pm, lower lot 

Benefiting Youth Summer Missions - tickets on sale March 17-April 14 
• Rebuilding Together-Aurora April 26-27, Off-site in Aurora, IL 

Skilled and unskilled volunteers needed on one or both days.  Contact Thatch  
Irwin at tirwin@wideopenwest.com or 630-961-3278 

• Children’s Musical Mother’s Day Weekend, May 11-12 in the 
Sanctuary, 5pm Sat./11am Sun.  “Makin’ Room (The Musical)”  

Palm Sunday, March 24  
8:15/9:30am Chancel Choir 
11:00am-Grace Praise Team 
Palm fronds at all services 
Maundy Thursday, March 28 
7:30pm Holy Communion service 
commemorating the Last Supper, 
Youth Choir and Youth Bells 
Good Friday, March 29 
7:30pm Tenebrae Service pre-
senting “We Remember Calvary,” 
New Life Singers 
Holy Saturday, March 30 
Prayer Vigil 8:00am-5:00pm in 
the Chapel  
5:00pm Saturday Easter Service 
in the Sanctuary, Chamber Sing-
ers and Brass Ensemble 
Easter Sunday, March 31 
6:00am Sunrise Service with 
visual arts and music from Youth 
8:15am Traditional worship with 
Pastor Bob, New Life Singers 
and Naperville Brass Ensemble 
9:30/11:00am Blended style 
worship with Chancel Choir, 
Praise Team, brass,  
organ, and NIC Bishop 
Sally Dyck preaching 

More to com
e next m

onth on April/May events! 
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Pastor’s Journal        

             
 

Last summer, this Congregation chose to enter into a capital stewardship campaign to maintain and 
restore our church building for the next generation.   
 

In the Bible, Paul says:  “And in this matter I am giving my advice:  it is appropriate for you who began 
last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something— now finish doing it, so that 

your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means.”    (2 Corinthians 8:10-11) 
 

As we come to the yearly feast of Easter, celebrating resurrection and restored life, sometimes that new life comes down 
to the mundane things.  To be a welcoming congregation that anticipates new life and new Christians means that parking 
lots, roofs, heating and cooling, and public safety are all soundly intact, now and in the future. 
 

To Return, Rebuild and Restore our spiritual lives, we maintain the infrastructure of faith—attending to the spiritual disci-
plines of prayer and service.  To maintain the infrastructure of the Church building is to offer a place to return to God’s 
house, rebuild faith lives, and restore a right relationship with God. 
 

Come to our Easter services (see page 1) to hear the resurrection story and the offer of new life.  Come back to be part 
of the great work of keeping the building hospitable to others to hear the story and find peace in Christ. 
          

         Grace and Peace, 
 

I pray that Christ 
may come to you 
early in the morn-
ing, as he came to 
Mary that morning 
in the garden.  
And I pray that 
you find Christ in 
the night when 
you need him as 
Nicodemus did.  
May Christ come to you 
while you are a child, for 
when disciples tried to 
stop them, Jesus insisted 
that the children come to 
him. 
 

I pray that Christ may 
come to you when you are 
old, as he came to old Sim-
eon’s arms and made him 
cry:  “Lord, now let your 
servant depart in peace, 
for my eyes have seen 
your salvation.” 
 

And may Christ come to 
you in your grief as he did 
for Mary and Martha when 

they lost their brother.  
May Christ come to you in 
joy as he did to the wed-
ding in Cana.  And may 
Christ visit you when you 
are sick, as he did for the 
daughter of Jairus, and for 
so many who could not 
walk, or stand straight, or 
see, or hear till he came. 
 

May the Lord Jesus come 
in answer to your ques-
tions as he once did for a 
lawyer and a rich young 
ruler.  And in your mad-
ness may he stand before 
you in all his power as he 

stood among the 
graves that day 
before Legion.   
 

May Christ Come 
to you in glory 
upon your dying 
day as he did to 
the thief hanging 
beside him that 
Good Friday.  And 

though you seldom come 
to him, and though you 
often “make your bed in 
hell,” as I did, may you find 
Christ descending there, 
where the apostles in their 
creed agreed he went—so 
you would know there is 
no place he would not 
come for you.   
 

On the Lenten journey 
with you, 
 
 
 
 
©2006 
Chuck Wilhelm 

 

By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

This is a Blessing from the Upper Room worship book that is very meaningful to me.   
I encourage you to read it, pray about it during Lent, and draw closer to Christ.   

Shoes for Africa:   
THANK YOU! 

Kelly Shugh, a student at Waubonsie 
Valley High School, was inspired by a 
man who came to Social Studies clas-
ses at her school to tell students 
about the great need in Africa for 
things we take for granted—like 
shoes.  Kelly decided to ask our con-
gregation, through Youth Ministry, to 
donate new or gently used shoes for 
an organization called Stuff For the 
Poor (www.stuffforthepoor.org), 
which helps the poorest of Africa’s 
poor to become self-sufficient.  At 
least five bags stuffed full of shoes 
were collected.  “Thank you so 
much!” said Kelly, who was overjoyed 
by the generosity of our congregation. 

March 2013 
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      April Grace Notes  
Please submit news, photos or articles 
for the April 2013 issue of Grace 
Notes by Monday, April 1, to  
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org; call 
630-355-1748, ext. 240; or drop in 
the church office, ATTN:  Barb Ceruti.  
Your submissions are welcome and 
encouraged, but may be edited for 
space and/or content.  All articles are 
credited to their authors; no anony-
mous items will be published.  Thank 
you for your contributions.  They are 
always welcome! 

March 2013 

Healing 
Prayer at 
Saturday 
Evening 
Worship 
On Saturday, 

March 16, Saturday Evening Worship 
will offer healing prayer with anointing 
oils, for those who choose to come 
forward.  Saturday Evening Worship is 
truly a special time of worship, reflec-
tion and fellowship at week’s end.  The 
smaller, circular format lends itself to 
informality and intimacy in a friendly, 
close-knit setting.  If you have never 
come to Saturday Evening Worship, 
please give it a try, particularly on the 
Saturdays that feature healing oils. 
 

Support for Scleroderma  
Patients 
Grace has begun a new support group 
for patients of scleroderma and their 
families.  Scleroderma is an autoim-
mune disorder that affects the skin, 
blood vessels, muscles and internal 
organs.  The next meeting at Grace is 
on Saturday, March 9, 10:00 a.m.-
12:00 p.m. in Room 231.  The group, 
led by Edie Peterson and Parish Nurse 
Pam Riley, provides an opportunity for 
patients and their families to share ex-
periences and information.  Occasion-
ally, speakers are featured.  Refresh-
ments served; for more information, 
contact Edie at 630-427-1757 or  
peterson.edie2012@yahoo.com.   
 

Receptionists Needed! 
Again, the 
Grace Recep-
tion Ministry 
is in need of 
volunteers for 
one four-hour 
shift per week 
at the front 
desk in the 
main office.  No computer skills are 
required, and training will be provided.  
This is a wonderful way to serve Grace 
and get to know our members and 
staff.  For further information, contact 
Joan Williams at 630-445-5082.  Men 
are welcome, too! 

The Immigration Problem 
By Ruth Allison 
 

Recently, Danielle and Bob Keethler,  
Pastor Lisa, Nadia Kanhai, and I were 
able to help some immigrants in Auro-
ra, IL,  get the legal aid they needed to 
become American citizens.  The chil-
dren were born here and, thus, consid-
ered legal citizens, but their mother 
was not and could go to jail.  The fami-
ly had faced unscrupulous attorneys 
who were willing to take their money, 
but failed to help them.   
 

This reminded me of a 
book I’d read called  
Enrique’s Journey, the true 
story of a young boy 
whose mother came to 

America to earn money to support her 
family in Honduras.  Enrique never re-
ceived the money his mother sent him, 
as it fell into the hands of corrupt peo-
ple.  In Enrique’s long quest to find his 
mother, he was subjected to robbery, 
beatings, and law enforcement agents 
who repeatedly sent him home.  By 
the time he finally did find his mother, 
they had become strangers, separated 
by guilt, anger and disappointment.   
 

As I looked at those children in Auro-
ra, I hoped that we as Americans could 
learn from Enrique and others like him 
and would be able to help them forge 
a life of freedom.   

Open Doors Ministry Is 
Growing! 
That’s very good news 
for our children and 
families with special 
needs as well as our 
entire congregation.  
Because of this wel-
come expansion, two 
additional buddies are needed to ac-
company children and youth with spe-
cial needs (physical, cognitive, emo-
tional, or other) in Sunday School on a 
rotating basis.  The only qualifications 
needed are patience and compassion, 
and you will have help getting started.  
Please contact Mark or Laurel Fleming 
at 630-983-6624. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Women’s Heartwarming Event a Valentine’s Treat 

Many thanks to Kim Scharafin,  
Judy Cornett, Pastor Lisa Telomen, 
and the Evangelism Committee for 
another wonderful “Heartwarming 
Event” on Friday, February 22.  
Newly appointed Bishop Sally Dyck 
was our special guest speaker, who 
inspired women to draw closer to 
God through prayer, Bible study, 
and use of the “spiritual pyramid”  
as a guide to spiritual health and 
wholeness.  Delicious dinner was 
catered by Mediterranean Oasis, and beautiful music from Vickie Wagner 
entertained the 80+ women who attended.  In lieu of a speaker’s fee, 
Bishop Dyck asked that contributions be made to the UMCOR fund 
“Imagine No Malaria.”   

Bishop Sally Dyck addresses women at a 
“Heartwarming Event” in the Activity Cen-
ter on February 22. 
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Grace Library Seeking Music CD Donations   By Ruth Allison 
 

The Grace Library Committee would like to offer music as well as books to the congrega-
tion.  If you have any "like new" Christian CD's that you would care to donate, the Library 
would be happy to get them into circulation and share them with others in the 
church.  Please visit www.peopleofgrace.org and click the “Grace Library” tab on the 

home page for information about our donation policy and other aspects of the Grace Library, or contact Committee 
Chair Treva Brashears at tbrashears@wowway.com.   
 

Our new Bishop, Sally Dyck, has encouraged us to spend more time in prayer and Bible study, helping us to build a 
firm foundation that will carry us through our most difficult times.  We hope to have Bishop Dyck’s books A Hopeful 
Earth: Faith, Science and the Message of Jesus and Faithful Heart available soon in the Library.  For children looking for 
something fun and meaningful to read, there is a wealth of great books and DVD’s for youngsters available in the  
Library.  There is plenty for adults to take advantage of, too.  Come visit the Library in Room 223—we have so much 
to share with you!  Volunteers and new committee members are always welcome. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your faith.” 

“These guys are geniuses”...“The craziest 
guys I’ve ever seen do music…”  
“You couldn’t plan anyone or anything 
more uplifting and fun than this con-
cert...” “I couldn’t sleep last night, I was 
still so excited about this concert.”   
 

If you believe in critical acclaim, it’s 
hard to ignore these words from re-
spected music commentators—and 
this is just a small sampling of the co-
pious praise!  Concurs our Music Min-
ister Dan Wagner, “I promise, this will 
be the most entertaining concert 
event Grace has ever had.”  Well, sign 
me up! 
 

Both natives of Florida and pianists 
since childhood, Scott Griffin and Alan 
Tripp joined forces as a keyboard duo 

in 2007.  Since that time, 
their unique musical ar-
rangements, creatively 
combined into a joyful ex-
perience of fine musician-
ship, humor, and Christian 
testimony, have been thrill-
ing audiences across the 
States and abroad.  Currently resi-
dents of Chicago, Scott and Alan are 
excited to be on our Grace Concert 
Series roster this season, coming Fri-
day, March 22, 7:30 p.m. to our 
Grace Sanctuary.  Their diverse rep-
ertoire of sacred music, Gospel, pops, 
light classics, and Americana is infused 
with stories of faith that make their 
mission more than music—it’s also 
ministry.  Sometimes, the duo shares 

stories of their appearances at Tou-
rette Syndrome conferences, where 
they speak to and encourage those 
challenged by Tourette’s and other 
disabilities.  Tickets for this wonderful 
evening are $10 adults/$8 seniors 
65+/$5 students (children and stu-
dents with a paying adult are free), 
available at peoplofgrace.org/concerts, 
in the church office, or at the door.  
Don’t miss this one!   

March 22 “Scott and Alan 
Show” Not to Be Missed! 

“Feed the Need” Far Exceeds Expectations 
According to preliminary reports for the 2013 “Feed the Need” mobile pack 
event over the weekend of February 15-17, goals were not only met, but far sur-
passed.  One of ten local churches helping in this ecumenical effort to pack meals 
for hungry children in 67 countries across the world, Grace had a waiting list of 
volunteers, many of whom were able to join in at the last minute because of can-
cellations.  Our “Gift of Love” Christmas benefit concert enabled us to purchase 
25,000 meals for “Feed the Need,” totaling $5,500 in contributions from Grace.   
 

• 2,073 total volunteers from10 area churches  
• 2,100 boxes of meals packed · 453, 600 meals packed  
• Feeds 1,242 children for an entire year 

 

Grateful thanks to Gay Craig and Mike Doman, who coordinated Grace’s 
participation in “Feed the Need,” and all our children, youth and adults who volunteered. 
 

Grace members Lynn Leitzen (left) 
and Suzanne Compton are ready for 
the Feb. 15-17 “Feed the Need.” 
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Capital Campaign to Be Launched in April 
Throughout the life of Grace Church,  
our Trustees have carefully watched 
over our facilities, maintaining them, 
making recommendations for im-
provements, and carrying out the im-
plementation of approved improve-
ments. Having deferred some major 
upgrades and improvements during 
the economic downturn, our Trustees 
felt a sense of urgency to ensure that 
we have a planned approach to major, 
much needed capital projects.  
 

In January 2012, a Capital Projects 
Study Committee was formed in or-
der to explore facility improvement 
needs as well as outreach opportuni-
ties. This committee of 11 committed 
individuals identified four areas for 
improvements.  On August 19, 2012, 
Grace held a Church Conference at 
which attending members voted on 
the authorization of a Capital Cam-
paign for the projects the committee 
identified: 
 

• Facility   
 Replacement of components of older 

HVAC and maintenance of newer system 
 Asphalt resurfacing of parking lots 
 Replacement of inefficient lighting 
 Roofing:  Eventual replacement of flat 

roofing and improvement of routine 
maintenance program 

• Kitchen 
 Improvement of the drain for triple sinks 
 Installation of a fire suppression system 

over the stove 

• Life Safety 
 Installation of security camera 

network 
 Implementation of keycard 

access system 
 Upgrade of fire alarm system 
 Installation of classroom 

phone/intercom system 
• Outreach 
 External electric sign 
 
 

Currently, in the spring of 
2013, the campaign is moving 
forward with the identifica-
tion of a logo, a campaign 
name, campaign leaders, and recruit-
ment efforts for additional leaders.  
Beginning this month, Pastor Bob will 
address the campaign in worship; also 
in March, a building committee will be 
launched, chaired by John Bodine, in 
order to recruit and monitor contrac-
tors for the capital projects.  On April 
7, the campaign will officially kick off, 
whereby members of the congrega-
tion will begin making their financial 
commitments to A Firm Foundation 
Forever over a three-year period.  
While more volunteers are still need-
ed to communicate about the cam-
paign, the following individuals are al-
ready hard at work on A Firm Founda-
tion Forever:   
 

Core Group Leaders:  Bob Atkins, 
Charlie Gregory, Bob Keethler, Julie 
Lichter, Bob Poland, John Reid 
 

Resource Coordinator:  Sarah Reid 
 

Advance Commitment Leaders:  
Mark Himel, Tom Clewett 
 

Children/Youth Leader:  Tom Blair 
 

Special Gifts Leaders:  Ginny Lacy, 
Julie Hynes 
 

Spiritual Emphasis Leaders:  Eric 
Jungnickel, Dawne Martin 
 

If you are asked to help with our cam-
paign, please prayerfully consider an-
swering “yes!”  We would like to in-
volve many members in this effort so 
that no one person will be required to 
carry a burdensome load.  Please keep 
A Firm Foundation Forever in your pray-
ers as we approach this important 
time in the history of our congrega-
tion. 
 

Bishop’s Interfaith Bus Trip 
March 22-23, 5:00pm Fri.-6:00pm Sat. 
 

Join Bishop Sally Dyck on this year’s Interfaith Bus Trip, March 22 and 
March 23 for adults and March 23 for youth.  Take advantage of this enlight-
ening opportunity to interact, ask questions, and share experiences with mem-
bers of many faiths.  Western suburban sites on the trip this year include a Jew-
ish temple, Hindu temple, Muslim mosque, Jain temple, and Sikh gurdwara.  
Come experience how we as Christians live in a world with many different reli-

gions.  See the uniqueness of our own faith, and learn the value of another!   
 

Adults:  Friday (sign-in 4:00-5:00 p.m.) and Saturday through 6:00 p.m., March 22-23.  Departs from and returns to 
the Lisle Hilton (3003 Corporate W Dr.). Cost is $40 for adults (includes Friday dinner, Saturday meals, and Saturday 
transportation).  Please register with Harriet McCabe (harrietmccabe@earthlink.net or 630-355-4617).  Overnight 
accommodations are available at the Hilton for an additional $98.  Please inform Harriet if you need accommodations. 
Youth:  Saturday, March 23, 8:15 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  Cost is $25 per youth and chaperone.  Includes lunch, dinner and 
transportation.  Register with Michael Mann (mmann@umcnic.org or 847-931-0710, ext. 20).   
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On February 2, most of the members 
of the Youth Bell Ensemble (directed 
by Angela Sterchi) and the Children’s 
Bell Ensemble (directed by Debbie 
John) attended the Young Ringer’s 
Festival in River Forest, Illinois. 
 

For months before, the ringers pre-
pared the challenging music they 
played at the festival.  Joined by sever-
al other children’s and youth bell 
choirs, the young ringers worked co-
operatively together and learned sev-
eral new bell ringing skills from the 
guest conductors, Monica McGowan 

and K.C. Congdon.  It was a long day, 
but well worth it. The group left 
Grace early on a cold Saturday morn-
ing, had several rehearsals together, a 
few laughs, learned quite a bit, per-
formed for an audience of family and 
community members, and were finally 
back at Grace that evening.   
 

We are already looking forward to 
next year’s festival!  All youth 4th grade 
and older are welcome to join us.  
Several of the ringers in our Children’s 
Bell Ensemble started this year not 
knowing how to read music and never 

having rung a bell before.  If ringing 
sounds like something you would like 
to try, please contact Debbie John at 
630-718-1185. 

Grace Children, Youth Chime In At Young Ringers Festival    By Debbie John 

On Sunday, March 3, Angela 
Sterchi was surprised by the 
gift of a beautiful, new hand-
bell in appreciation of her 
10 years leading children 
and teens in handbell music 
at Grace.  Surrounded in 
worship by the adult and 
children’s bell choirs to 
whom she has devoted so 
much of her time and pas-
sion over the years, Angela 
was touched by the bell giv-
en in her name—literally, as 
an “A” note bell was chosen 
for the first letter of her 
name.  “Angela has inspired 
our children and youth in 
more ways than just teach-
ing them to learn bell mu-
sic,” said Music Minister Dan 
Wagner, who presented the 
bell to Angela.  “She has 
also been a model of faith-
fulness and consistency, 
which is unique to bells.   
If even one bell is missing, 
the music is not complete.” 
 

Since 2003, when Angela 
joined the Grace bell pro-
gram as an assistant and 
substitute director, her 
name and “handbells” have 
been synonymous.  In 2004, 
Angela took over as Chil-
dren’s Bell Ensemble (CBE) 
director.  When the Youth 

Bell Ensemble (teens) dis-
solved shortly after, Angela 
gamely took the reins to 
revive it and has served as 
that group’s director ever 
since.  She has taken both 
the children and teen ring-
ers outside the walls of 
Grace each year to a Chica-
go area Young Ringers Festi-
val; she and Director of 
Children’s Choir Ministries 
Lynn Leitzen travel with the 
youngsters each Christmas 
to ring at retirement homes; 
and Angela has organized 
many special bell concerts 
and events over the years.   
 

When Angela returned to 
college in 2005 to get a sec-
ond degree in nursing, she 
didn’t miss a note, nor did 
returning to full-time work 
squelch her ability to lead 
our young ringers.  Alas, at 
the end of this school year, 
Angela and her children, 
high school senior Rachel 
and University of Kentucky 
student Scott, will join her 
husband, Brady, in their new 
home base of San Antonio, 
TX.  She will be deeply 
missed.   
 

“We are so going to miss 
Angela,” said Val Dudley, 

Grace Bell 
Ensemble 
Director.  
“She has 
done such a 
wonderful 
job with the 
children’s 
and youth 
handbell 
programs, 
and I have 
certainly 
enjoyed 
working with her.”   
 

According to assistant chil-
dren’s and youth bells direc-
tor Cheryl Ameiss, “It has 
been a joy to work with 
Angela and, together, watch 
these children mature into 
independent, secure young 
adults.”  Cheryl notes that, 
along with the children, she 
too has grown while work-
ing with Angela:  “She is a 
great leader, organizer, and 
director.” 
 

Said Lynn Leitzen, “Angela 
has diligently and lovingly 
served God, Grace, and the 
children and families blessed 
to have been part of the 
handbell ministry through-
out her tenure at Grace.  
She will be deeply missed as 

a colleague and friend.”  
 

Debbie John, who served as 
an assistant director with 
the CBE before taking over 
its leadership last summer, 
said, “Angela has been a 
treasure for Grace, and she 
will leave an impressive lega-
cy behind her.  When she 
was told at the ringers festi-
val that some bell tech-
niques were too advanced 
for young ringers, Angela 
persisted, and these young 
musicians have learned how 
to master advanced skills.  
She leaves behind many 
young musicians who got 
their first taste of participat-
ing in worship through the 
Children’s Bell Ensemble.  
We are grateful for every-
thing she has taught us!” 

Departing Bell Director Leaves Resounding Impression    

Pastor Bob and Dan Wagner present Angela Sterchi 
with a handbell in honor or her 10 years of service at 
Grace on March 3.   
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        Animal Attraction! 

If you enjoy this column and would like to see it continue, 
please send your favorite animal photos to barbceruti@ 
peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the office (photos will 
be returned upon request).  Your photos do not have to be of 
domesticated pets; they can also be of animals you see in the 
wild...as long as they’re yours or those taken by someone you 
know.  No internet downloads, please!  Please submit a  
write-up about the photo (your pet’s “story” or a description of 
where you photographed the animal).  Photos will be published 
in the order received, unless the photo applies only to a particu-
lar time of year.   

This is Tigger, the Widup family’s orange domestic short-
haired cat.  He will be 12 years old in May, but as a small 
kitten, he was rescued from a dairy farm in Michigan.  
Katherine named him and carried him everywhere; as a 
result, says Katherine’s mom, Lynn, he still loves to be car-
ried!  He does not meow much, but purrs very loud, and 
one of his favorite activities is to “help” make the beds by 
playing hide and seek.  Here, it looks like he’s enjoying a 
game of hide and seek in the Christmas wrappings, too!   
 

As a kitten, Tigger had an injury to his right eye, which 
eventually healed but required additional surgery last year.  
According to Lynn, Tigger would not have made it outside 
with this injury.  “He has brought us great joy.  When I 
was going through my cancer surgery and recovery, he 
never left my side.  It was as if he knew I needed some 
extra TLC!” 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Harry Connor, Jr., uncle of Cathy Connor 
Marilyn Cook, friend of Elaine Pauls 
Paul Crabtree, friend of Bob and Miriam Lehman 
Evelyn Fencl, mother of Richard Fencl 
Roger Hill, husband of Helen Hill 
Barbara Mackey, wife of Dale Mackey 
Helen Moseley, friend of Erma Bryan 
June Savage, mother of Kathy Weissenhofer 
Doris Schofield, aunt of Joe Schofield 
David Smith, uncle of Liz Schmuckal 
Marjorie Watson, mother of Marlene Atkins 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
 

Fiona Reese Gates, daughter of Becca and Geoff Gates and 
granddaughter of Bob and Claudia Hutchison, was born January 17 
Dylan Adam Taylor, son of Adam and Kim Taylor, was born on 
February 17 
Charles Joseph Seago, son of Matt and Molly Seago, was born 
on February 24  
Stan Welli, author of Play “Red Wing”, is featured in Anderson’s 
Bookshop’s local author program 

                          Baptisms 
 

Tobias Jaeson Dae-Cheol Joo, son of JB and Elizabeth Joo, was 
baptized on February 3 
Nathan Jacob Kitchel, son of Jacob and Christina Kitchel, was 
baptized on February 17 
 

Welcome, New Members! 
New members listed in bold 

 

Rusty and Allison Brock, Connor and Caroline 
Al and Candace DeGarmo 
Judy Herring 
Scott and Suzanne MacLaughlin, Jenna and Alex 
Russ and Merrilyn Schultz 
Karen Stavenger and her husband, Roy 
Aaron and Jennifer Zeisloft, Faith and Calla 

Letters 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

Thank you all so much for your support, prayers, calls, and visits to me in 
the hospital and in our home.  You have been so wonderful in all that 
you’ve done for us this past year, and Ed and I have been so lifted up by 
all of you.  Thank you to Pastors Bob, Bill, Don, and Lisa, our Stephen 
Ministry, and to Pam Riley for her healing prayers at Saturday Evening 
Worship.  Special thanks, too, to the New Life Singers, who have helped 
me up to the choir loft and helped me with my music.  I love them all, 
and I love our wonderful church.  My prayers go out every day to all at 
Grace who are ill or struggling, and I thank everyone from the bottom of 
my heart for the support they have offered me during my illness.   
 

                        —With love and gratitude, Sandy Leedy     
To All at Grace, 
 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers over these past five 
years.  We are so very and truly blessed to be able to say that Jillian is 
officially cured.    
 

  —Jeff (son of Dick and Mary Anne File), Laura, Jillian and Shannon File

Tigger 

Correction:  In last month’s Grace Notes, the late 
Eleanor Bailey was incorrectly identified as Sheila 
Rossi’s daughter.  Eleanor is Sheila’s mother.  We 
regret the error.   


