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Rebuilding Together-Aurora Needs YOU! 
Grace In Mission Right Here at Home 

For the past several years, volunteers 
from Grace and around the community 
have offered their skilled and unskilled 
labor in the Rebuilding-Together Aurora 
project to help refurbish a house for a 
homeowner who is either elderly, disa-
bled, or within a very low income range.  
All homeowners are screened to ensure 
that they are truly in need of help.  This 
year, Thatch Irwin is leading another 
team from Grace in the Rebuilding To-

gether mission on Saturdays, April 28 and May 5.  Help is 
needed on either or both of these days.  Start time is 
roughly 8:00 a.m., finishing at approximately 5:00 p.m.  Vol-
unteers must be at least 14 years of age, and minors must 
be accompanied by an adult.   Please prayerfully consider 
offering your help this year, and don’t worry if you don’t 
have building or handiwork skills.  Anyone can pick up a 
paintbrush, and elbow grease goes a long way!  Skilled vol-
unteers are, however, very welcome and needed.  If you 
would like to volunteer on one or both of these Saturdays 
or would like further information about this wonderful mis-
sion right here at home, contact Thatch Irwin at 630-961-
3278 or tirwin@wideopenwest.com.   

Tbwf!uif!Ebuf"!Divsdi.xjef!zbse!tbmf!nbz!6"!
To the benefit of our 2012 mission to Kenya.  Seller sign-ups begin April 15; watch for details. 

 

   

 

Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

       

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve 

March 2012 

H ere we are, nearly halfway into the 
Lenten season and our “Journey 

to Jerusalem” together at Grace.  
Hopefully, you have all received—and 
are reading!—your daily Lenten Medita-
tions booklet.  Pastor Bob also encour-
ages us to read the Gospel of Mark 

over these days of Lent, so that we might know better 
Jesus’ journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, a journey that 
does not end with the tomb for those who travel with 
Him.  Several wonderful activities and events have al-

ready occurred at Grace this 2012 Lenten season, but 
many more are still to come!  Please read over this 
newsletter to find out all the many ways in which we 
can grow in our faith, sharing it amongst ourselves and 
with others, as we travel this journey together, closer 
each day to Easter and the new life we are promised in 
the resurrected Jesus.  Onward! 
 

If you would like extra copies of our “2012 Daily Medita-
tions for the Lenten Season” booklet, hard copies are availa-
ble for $2 per copy in the church office; they are also at 
www.peopleofgrace.org under “Our Church Media.” 

On the Lenten Journey Together 

Serving DuPage PADS Sunday, March 11 
The Grace Hunger Committee is collecting donations of socks and underwear, which all are welcome to 
help deliver to the Community UMC DuPage PADS shelter site on Sunday, March 11.  We will gather at 
Grace at 5:45 p.m. and carpool to Community, where these items will be issued to the shelter.  Please 
drop off the following items in the boxes in the Activity Center and the Narthex through March 11.  Thank you! 
 

white tube socks  •  white undershirts/t-shirts  •  white underwear in all sizes (child through adult) 

St. Patty’s Day Weekend Brings Youth Musical, Green Living Fair 
Are We There Yet?   

 
Saturday, March 17 at 5pm and  
Sunday, March 18 at 11am  
Join us in worship for the Grace Youth 
Chorale’s presentation of “Are We 
There Yet?”, a Lenten musical of con-
temporary songs, media, drama, and 
real stories of the life-changing power 
of the Gospel.  Be there! 
Green, Healthy Living Fair 
Sunday, March 18 
12-3pm in Fellowship Hall and nearby 
classrooms 
Come to this family fair celebrating en-
vironmental awareness and healthful 
living, featuring fun children’s activities, 
workshops on alternative medicines 
and fitness practices, information 
booths on environmental issues, food 
samples and vendors, and guests Dr. 
Matthew and Nancy Sleeth on Christi-
anity and the preservation of the earth.  
Sponsored by Children & Family, Church & 
Society, and Health & Wellness Ministries. 

March 18, 9:30am in Fellowship Hall:  
Dr. Matthew Sleeth will speak to our 
adult/sr. high Sunday School classes 

about enriching our faith journeys by 
simplifying our lives.   

All are welcome to attend! 

Read about 
“Bach and 
All That 
Jazz” on 
March 30, 
5th House 
Ensemble, 
and other 
upcoming 
concerts at 
Grace on 
page 7. 
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Pastor’s Journal         

             
We are on a journey of faith, all of us, whether we know it or not.  Like the people of Israel in the wil-
derness, we are all caught up in this wandering and seeking after the Promised Land. 
 

Through the Sundays of Lent and Easter we are looking at the gospel of Mark.  As we read this, the 
shortest of the Gospels, we are concentrating on the experience of the disciples.  We seek to know both the disciples we 
meet and the implied disciple who is reading the Gospel story.  Disciples encounter God through the revelation of Christ 
on this journey to Jerusalem.  There is a Promised Land. 
 

Sometimes the disciples don’t understand, sometimes they get it wrong, but Jesus keeps pointing to a God whose king-
dom has come near.  We are disciples called to repent and believe the good news.  There is no greater story than this 
Gospel story of God’s love.  Even when we don’t understand, even when we get it all wrong, God remains steadfast.   
The Promised Land has come near. 
 

Join us on this journey of faith.  Read the Gospel of Mark more than once this Lent.  It’s short; you can do it.  Read it 
once for the story, the story of Jesus’ own journey to Jerusalem.  Read it again to follow the disciples as they experience 
confusion and joy.  Read it again to ask where you are in this story. 
 

Experience the Promised Land of a new connection with God, repent, believe the good news.   
               
         Grace and Peace, 

March 2012 

Read John 14: 1-10, 15-20, 25-27 
This is one of my favorite pas-
sages, used often at funerals 
and very helpful, I find, be-
cause as we face hardship, and 
especially death, Jesus is antici-
pating our concerns, and the 
disciples ask our questions.   
In this passage, Jesus is trying 
to prepare his disciples for his 
death and his absence from 
them.  Many of us are facing 
struggle this Lenten season… 
the death of loved ones and 
losses of many kinds.  How we 
need to hear these words of 
Jesus as we prepare to walk 
with him to Jerusalem!   
 

Many of you know that my 
mother had surgery at the 
beginning of this year and that 
she has recently had another 
setback in her recovery.  We 
are beginning to realize and 
accept that she needs more 
help with her everyday care.  
My mother decided this past 
week to move into assisted 
living at her retirement place 
in Tennessee; however, since 
that move, she has become ill 
again.   

Jesus says, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled.  Believe in 
God, and believe also in me.”  
As I struggle with how to be 
present enough with my 
mother in her time of need, I 
am trying to let go of my own 
need to manage all of the de-
tails, to be all the love and 
care that she needs, and to 
trust God to work in and 
through her friends and care-
givers who have been a loving 
community for her for the 
past 12 years.  This past week, 
I asked them to fill in for a few 
days while I could not be with 
Mom, nor could my sister, and 
they bravely stepped up to 
provide their comfort and 
encouragement to her.  The 
week before, while my mom 
was in the hospital, we com-
mented about how God’s Ho-
ly Spirit surrounds us and 
cares for our needs through 
community—those at Grace 
who made it possible for me 
to be with my mother yet 
again, in emergency, and those 
of her community who called 
on her and tended to some of 
the tasks she could not do 

while she was ill.  God pro-
vides for us another Friend, 
someone who is always with 
us through his Holy Spirit.  
God and Jesus do not leave us 
orphaned; God is trustworthy 
and will see us through on his 
Way, by his Truth, and in our 
life with him.   
 

Our life with Christ means 
making a priority of seeing our 
lives through his compassion-
ate, forgiving eyes:  do we 
even take time to check in 
with him about what we are 
doing, about decisions we 
make?  Do we spend time 
praying about our decisions 
and actions before we leap 
into them?  Do we trust him 
to help us with our decisions,   
to give us strength for our 
actions?  I am finding that as 
life accelerates and becomes 
more complicated, I need to 
more consistently and fre-
quently seek God’s presence 
and guidance in the many 
complications in my life.  Time 
in stillness and quiet, talking to 
God, listening and watching 
for him, helps me to center 

myself on 
my road 
with God 
and Christ. 
 

In praying through my travels 
to and from Mom’s house (10 
hours one way!), and in pray-
ing through times sitting with 
her, caring for her, sharing 
memories and trying to have 
patience when the future 
seems murky, it helps me to 
remember Jesus’ words:  
“Whoever has seen Me has 
seen the Father.”  
 

As I have met God and Christ 
in Scripture and in others, in 
the world and in my heart, I 
know I can trust God and Je-
sus to show me the way, to be 
with me on the way, and to 
strengthen me to live the best 
way possible in the midst of 
my fears.  This brings me 
peace, not as the world gives, 
but as God gives for real life, 
with all its journeys to Jerusa-
lem and beyond. 
 

Grateful to be journeying with 
you, 

Linking Up to Grace        By Pastor Lisa Telomen 
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hen you're 
doing some-
thing innovative and cre-
ative, something so fresh 
that it hasn't been done 
before, it can be difficult 
to describe. Such is the 
case with Chicago's Fifth 
House Ensemble. You 
can tell people that 
they've received high 
critical acclaim in several 
major American cities. 
You can tell them that 
they've combined media, 
entertainment and story 
telling in a compelling, 
fun and interesting new 
package. You can de-
scribe their growing 
audience of young and 
old, many of whom are 
not typical classical con-
certgoers. You can tell 
about their unique ven-
ues, such as the Lincoln 
Park Apple store. You 
can talk about their mis-
sion to bring classical 
music to young people 
who might not other-
wise be able to afford to 
hear it or learn to play 
it. And you can refer to 
the major university 
music schools that have 
brought in Fifth House 
to serve as mentors and 
coaches to their stu-
dents. You can list their 
creative team and how 
it is made up of amazing 

writers, vis-
ual artists and 

musi-
cians. 
 

And 
then 
there's 
the mu-
sic. Yes, 
they 
play 
some of 
the 
great 
masters 

of classical composition.  
But their core reper-
toire is modern, con-
temporary classical 
composers...and young 
emerging composers.  
Some of it sounds ra-
ther avant garde. Some 
of it is evocative of ex-
tra-musical sounds.  
Some of it sounds like 
film score. And some is 
melodious and accessi-
ble. But that's not all 
that helpful either. After 
all, people know what 
they like, and like what 
they know, don't they?
Unless you can get them 
to try something differ-
ent.  But they really 
have to experience it for 
themselves, so I will 
simply share a few re-
flections on Fifth 
House's "#wink" pro-
gram on February 24.  
(Oh, by the way, the "#" 
hash tag in this season's 
concert titles is bor-
rowed from Twitter 
protocol.  Don't worry 
if you don't "tweet"... 
you don't have to know 
Twitter to enjoy a Fifth 
House event!)  
 

Back to the concert... 
even though I'm a de-
greed musician, I am as 
susceptible to boredom, 

busy-ness and distrac-
tion as most people I 
know. I feel guilty that I 
don't get to more classi-
cal concerts. I don't par-
ticularly like having to 
get dressed up and leave 
the house (again!). And I 
am not always thrilled to 
have to sit still in a 
cramped, too warm 
concert hall. And I really 
don't go out of my way 
to hear "modern" classi-
cal music.  
 

But my spirit and mind 
do respond to great-
ness, art and creativi-
ty.  That's why, despite 
some disappointment 
that there were not 
more in attendance at 
the #wink program, I 
found myself unable to 
keep from smiling. The 
story that was present-
ed through the live mu-
sic and the romantic-
comedy that unfolded in 
text messages and e-
mails on the screen 
were funny and alive. 
The script was so well-
written, so true to life.  
It was as enjoyable as 
any movie I've been to 
recently, probably more 
so because the artists 
providing the musical 
score were there in per-
son playing it.  And 
again—here's one of 
those "huh?" mo-
ments—a trio played 
what would be called an 
avant garde piece in 
which the flute, cello 
and piano evoke the 
sounds of whale song 
and the sea. And it was 
stunning. You would not 
believe the effect. You 
would have had to be 
there.  Fifth House's 
story lines and themes 

are varied. My wife and 
kids will be happy to 
know that I have no 
interest whatsoever in 
on-line dating! But I 
loved watching the story 
about young urban pro-
fessionals looking for 
love unfold. I can assure 
you, you probably will 
not know what to ex-
pect from the titles of 
the upcoming concerts, 
"hash tag" and all. But 
my experience with Fifth 
House tells me that 
whatever the story line 
is, it will be told in a way 
that will be well worth 
my time and money to 
be there.  Allow me to 
attempt to tantalize you 
into checking out the 
remaining Fifth House 
concerts (as well as our 
more conventional 
ones!): 
 

#this rocks! April 13 
is not about rock music. 
It's about the Ensemble's 
real experiences teach-
ing music to underprivi-
leged kids at the Merit 
School in Chicago. You'll 
hear these young people 
tell their stories of find-
ing meaning, self-esteem 
and significance through 
access to classical music 
studies. Their stories 
will be told as the live 
music conveys its own 
story. 
 

Coming May 18, 
#iWitness is the narra-
tive of a young Egyptian 
journalist who tells of 
his personal experiences 
in the 2011 uprising in 
Egypt.  On June 3, we'll 
experience "Black  
Violet.”  A graphic 
novel (an illustrated sort 
of long-form comic 
book) tells the story of a 

black cat who tries to 
survive the superstitions 
so abundant in England 
during the Black 
Plague.  I've seen this 
one, and if it were "just 
a book," I'd say I could-
n't put it down! 
 

And the rest of the 
menu... 
Friday, March 
30.."Bach and All 
That Jazz"  Don't miss 
organist/pianist Philip 
Spencer in an eclectic 
concert on the Grace 
Church pipe organ and 
grand piano. Some of 
the great classics, along 
with jazz, spirituals and 
Gospel piano. You'll 
love Phil, and you’ll love 
this concert!  Tickets 
available now in the 
church office and at 
peopleofgrace.org/
concerts. 
 

On April 28, we'll en-
joy a combined choral 
benefit concert with the 
Grace Chamber Singers 
and the North Heights 
Lutheran Church Cho-
rale, and on June 3, 
we’ll be treated to an  
inspirational contempo-
rary Christian concert 
with amazing violinist 
Bill Murk and his daugh-
ter, Heather, an ac-
claimed contemporary 
Christian singer.  
 

Tickets to all concerts are 
$18 adults/$13 seniors 
65+/$7.50 students and 
can be purchased online 
at peopleofgrace.org/
concerts or in the church 
office as each concert date 
draws near.  Concert  
proceeds benefit NAMI 
DuPage, Grace Youth 
Summer Missions, and 
North Central College 
music scholarships.   

So This is Fifth House Ensemble!  By Dan Wagner, Music Minister  
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Are you aware what wonderful chil-
dren and youth bell choirs we have at 
Grace?  That became very evident 
February 4 at the Young Ringers Festi-
val at Grace Lutheran Church in River 
Forest.  Eleven of our 13 ringers par-
ticipated by preparing music for the 
two clinicians to polish for an after-
noon concert.    
 

We were divided into three groups 
this year.  We had five ringers in the 
beginner group: Mark Froelich, Amy 
John, Gabriel Scharosch, Sophia 
Scharosch, and Karson Wehrli; four in 
the intermediate group: Kristen 
Basgall, Brandon John, Alyssa Meyers, 
Libby Ramm; and two in the advanced 
group (who also played all the inter-
mediate music): Michelle Riedinger 
and Rachel Sterchi.  Director Angela 
Sterchi and Assistant Directors Deb-
bie John and Cheryl Ameiss chaper-
oned but ended up ringing, too.  Deb-
bie also accompanied the beginning 
choirs on flute on the beginner’s pro-
cessional piece.  It was a fun and excit-
ing day with activities and music all day 
long.  Our children’s bell choir had 

several sessions 
with their direc-
tor, Karl Kay, a 
member of the 
Agape Ringers 
who performed at 
Grace in February 
2010.  They also 
made their own 
percussion instru-
ments to accom-
pany the interme-
diate and advanced 
handbell choirs.  
They learned many 
different handbell 
techniques from 
Mr. Kay and per-
formed very well for the concert.   
 

Our Grace intermediate group was 
the only intermediate group at this 
festival.  They played their music with 
composer/director Michael J. Glasgow, 
who also directed the advanced 
groups.  The intermediate group had a 
short class on stem direction, which is 
very important in handbell ringing.  
Our two advanced ringers spent the 

entire day ringing—they were very 
happy!  On top of all that, our begin-
ner choir also performed a solo piece 
at the concert, directed by Mrs. 
Sterchi.  Many parents in the audience 
were beaming.  Everyone left with 
more knowledge, techniques, and joy 
of ringing, wonderful memories, and 
smiles on their faces.  And everyone 
wants to come back again next year!   

Grace Youth Chime In at Young Ringers Festival  By Cheryl Ameiss 

Front row, left to right; Karson Wehrli, Kristen Basgall, Cheryl Ameiss, 
Gabriel Scharosch, Mark Froelich. Back row: Angela Sterchi, Brandon 
John, Rachel Sterchi, Alyssa Meyers, Michelle Riedinger, Libby Ramm, 
Sophia Scharosch, Amy John, and Debbie John. 

Palm Sunday, April 1 
Palm Sunday Worship 

8:15/9:30/11:00am 
Maundy Thursday, April 5 

7:30pm Worship with Holy Communion 
Good Friday, April 6 

7:30pm Tenebrae Worship 
Holy Saturday, April 7  

8:00am-5:00pm Prayer Vigil, Chapel 
Holy Saturday, April 7 

5:00pm Early Easter Worship 
Easter Sunday, April 8 

6:00am Sunrise Easter Worship, followed by 
breakfast in the Activity Center 

8:15/9:30/11:00am Easter Sunday Worship 
Watch for further details about Holy Week services 

in Grace in Mission and in your mail. 

Discover Saturday Evening Worship  
Every week at 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Cen-
ter, our Saturday Evening Worship service 
brings worshipers together in an intimate, 
circular setting that naturally fosters close-
ness to God and one another.  Holy Com-
munion, candlelight, beautiful (often original) 
music and hymns from music leader and 
singer/songwriter Vickie Wagner, thought-
provoking sermon messages, and post-
service refreshments and fellowship are part 
of every week’s worship experience.  Twice 
per month, Saturday Evening Worship of-

fers anointing oils, a practice that has been used for millennia in 
sacred settings and is still widely recognized today for its healing 
benefits.  The next healing oils services at Saturday Evening  
Worship are on March 24, “Easter Saturday” April 7, and 
April 21.  Come...be renewed…be inspired...be healed. 

Jesus and Mary Magdalene Window Dedication 
The final stained glass window to be renovated and installed, 
“Jesus and Mary Magdalene,” will be dedicated on Palm Sunday, 
April 1, in the Sanctuary. The dedication of this window will 
celebrate the successful completion of this restoration project.    

 

3  

My Lenten Sacrifice...What’s Yours?   By Barb Ceruti 

indsight is indeed 20/20, as it just recently  
occurred to me how interesting it would have 
been to ask the people of Grace in advance of 

Lent what, if anything, they’re planning to give up during 
the 40 days of Lent.  How many of us even do that any-
more?  Perhaps our Roman Catholic friends are more 
committed to this practice, but I have heard comments 
from non-Catholic Christians as well about what they’re 
giving up this Lenten season.  Chocolate, said one.  Wine  
(at least on weekdays), said another.  Potato chips, was 
the object of my Presbyterian brother-in-law’s abstinence.  
What would I give up?, I asked myself shortly before Ash 
Wednesday.  Actually, it was on Fat Tuesday, as I was 
shoveling in rich, creamy fettuccine!   
 

Mmmm…it had to be something that I could realistically 
commit to, but also a sacrifice enough to remind me of 
the extreme fasting—and, at the very least, grave discom-
fort—Christ endured for 40 days in the wilderness.  Final-
ly, I settled upon not what I would give up, but what I 
would add to my life.  They say anything becomes a habit 
after 21 days, so I figured 40 days was plenty of time to 
develop a daily habit of aerobic exercise.  I had made hap-
hazard, erratic stabs at regular exercise in the past, but 
when I awoke on Ash Wednesday morning, I forced my-
self to get on the stationary bike in our house that had 
lately become more of a clothes hanger.  “Thirty minutes 
a day for 40 days,” I told myself.  Hey, I’m giving up lazi-
ness!   
 

I’m happy to report that 14 days into 
Lent (as of this writing), I am still get-
ting on that bike every morning, ac-
companied by “Dr. Phil” McGraw’s 
daily program. (I confess, he has a 
new devoted viewer in me!)  Prob-
lem is, I’m kind of starting to like the 
workout, which I’m not sure is the 
point of “sacrifice” during Lent.  In addition to sloth and 
an extra half hour of sleep, maybe I should also give up 
those mid-afternoon trips to the church office to take 
part in the goodies our staff and receptionists often bring 
in!  And maybe I should dig deep into my heart and see 
what is there that I could let go of and give to God. 
 

What are YOU giving up for Lent?  What are you learn-
ing in the process?  The April newsletter is due to arrive 
somewhere around Holy Week, bulk mail willing, and I 
would love to share your thoughts on this topic in our 
Easter issue of Grace Notes.  Please contact me, Barb Ce-
ruti, by March 26 at barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org (this is 
a new e-mail address; please see below!), or call me at 
630-355-1748, ext. 240.  You may also drop me a note in 
the church office.  You may request that your comments 
be published anonymously, if you wish, but please share 
your name with me in case I have any questions.  Thank 
you; I look forward to hearing from you and sharing with 
our readers about where your Lenten sacrifice has taken 
you on the “Journey to Jerusalem” this year!   

Grace Communications Has a New E-mail Address! 
Please send any news or information for Grace in Mission, Grace Notes or any other church media to  

barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org.  The former gumcnotes e-mail is now defunct due to considerable viral risk;  
apologies in advance for any unreceived (and, thus, unpublished) news sent to the former e-mail.  

March 2012 

G race Youth 
Ministry is in 

full swing, excit-
edly planning the 
details of our two 
2012 summer 
missions, Side-by-
Side and Hope at 
Home.  If you 

would like to attend either or both 
missions, or learn more about them, 
please come to our next youth sum-
mer missions meeting on Sunday, 
March 11, 6:00 p.m. for the Hope at 
Home mission and 7:00 p.m. for Side-
by-Side, both in Fellowship Hall.   

This year, our week-long Side-by-Side 
mission will travel to Jonesboro, AR, 
June 10-17 to work on Habitat For 
Humanity home sites and bring God’s 
message of hope to a struggling com-
munity.  Our Hope at Home mission 
July 17-19 will partner with several 
projects and organizations in the  
Chicagoland area in a variety of ways.  
Find out more about and register for 
our youth summer missions at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click the 
“Youth Ministry/Summer Missions” 
tab on the left side of the home page 
to get started.   
 

Grace Youth Summer Missions are 
open to youth and adults from Grace 
and the greater community.  Side-by-
Side is available to youth who have 
completed 8th grade; Hope at Home 
is for youth who have completed 5th 
grade.  Please prayerfully consider 
joining us on one or both of our trips 
this summer, and invite your friends 
and neighbors!  Traditionally, Grace 
youth summer missions have attracted 
a diverse group of people from across 
the Naperville community and be-
yond.  Make this your year to be a 
part of our summer missions! 
 

Youth Summer Missions Meeting March 11; Online Registration Now Available 
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Featured Selections Look at Inclusionism, Changed Beliefs      By Angela McCurdy 

“What does it profit a congregation or a 
believer to have mastered all the critical 
skills of biblical study, to know all there is 
to know about the gospels, but nothing 
about the gospel itself?”   
   Peter J. Gomes 
 

In 1991 Peter J. Gomes, Harvard’s 
Plummer Professor of Christian Mor-
als and Minister in the Memorial 
Church, preached a sermon criticizing 
the exclusion of the Confederate dead 
from Harvard’s Memorial Hall.  
“Humanity transcends the sides and 
there are no victors ultimately; there 
are only those to be commended to 
God.”  In the same year, at a student 
protest following a string of campus 
incidents targeting gay students, 
Gomes, a noted conservative who de-
livered the benediction at President 
Reagan's second Inauguration and the 
sermon at President George H.W. 
Bush's Inauguration, surprised many 
(including himself, apparently) by say-
ing, "Gay people are victims not of the 
Bible, not of religion, and not of the 
church, but of people who use religion 
as a way to devalue and deform those 
whom they can neither ignore nor 
convert…I am a Christian who hap-
pens as well to be gay…These reali-
ties, which are unreconcilable to some, 
are reconciled in me by a loving God, 

a living Savior, a moving, breathing, 
healthy Holy Spirit whom I know inti-
mately and who knows me." Radical 
inclusionism 
and the rever-
sal of the status 
quo are key to 
the scandalous 
gospel, the 
good news to 
comfort the 
afflicted and 
afflict the com-
fortable.   
 

“The good 
news is that in 
the long term, by the long view, God 
reigns, and that means that despite the 
troubles of the moment and the diffi-
culties of the time, God’s justice will 
prevail.” Gomes, who died last year, 
was recognized by Time magazine as 
one of America’s finest preachers. His 
example here ranges from the late 
Queen Mother (“I do like a bit of good 
news on Sunday, don’t you?”), to Mark 
Twain (“It is not what I don’t under-
stand in the Bible that troubles me; it 
is what is perfectly clear that does.”), 
to Gomes’ own mother (“What will I 
do when I get to heaven and meet a 
lot of the people I couldn’t stand on 
earth? We will be together there for-
ever. What will I do?”)   

 

In 1950, Antony Flew delivered a pa-
per, “Theology and Falsification,” to 
Oxford’s Socratic Club. He argued 
that “God” is a meaningless concept 

that can neither be proved nor dis-
proved. Yet in 2004, he announced 
that his lifelong commitment to the 
Socratic principal, “follow the evidence 
no matter where it leads,” had led him 
from atheism to belief in theism. Flew, 
who died in 2010, expressed belief in 
an Aristotelian Prime Mover, a divine 
intelligence behind creation, but not a 
personal, interventionist God. He be-
came an advocate for the teaching of 
Intelligent Design in the British 
schools. There is a God: How the 
World’s Most Notorious Atheist 
Changed his Mind was produced in 
partnership 
with Roy 
Abraham Var-
ghese (and 
perhaps Bob 
Hostetler, an 
evangelical 
pastor and 
author from 
Ohio, as an 
additional 
ghost writer) 
and includes 
an essay by 
Varghese, “The ‘New Atheism’: a Crit-
ical Appraisal of Dawkins, Dennett, 
Wolpert, Harris, and Stenger,” and a 
dialogue between Flew and N.T. 
Wright, “The Self-Revelation of God in 
Human History.” 
 
“Visit the Library to Grow in the 
Knowledge of Your Faith.” 

Children’s Choirs Bring Back a Favorite Musical 
Save the date(s) for the annual Mother’s Day weekend children’s musical, presented 
in worship May 12 at 5:00 p.m. and May 13 at 11:00 a.m.  Choristers from our An-
gelus, Cherub and Jr. Singers choirs will bring to life Allen Pote and Tom Long’s 
“Malice in the Palace:  The Story of Esther,” a humorous retelling of one of the few 
Old Testament stories of a brave woman who risks it all to save God’s people.  “Our 
talented cast is excited and ready to share once again the lively songs for this Moth-
er’s Day offering,” said Director of Children’s Choir Ministries Lynn Leitzen, re-
marking that “Malice in the Palace” was presented previously at Grace in 2003.  
“Come celebrate what God is doing in the lives of our young choristers!” urges 
Lynn.  Both Saturday and Sunday’s presentations will be offered in the Grace sanctu-
ary.  Mothers, grandmothers, and the whole family will truly enjoy this year’s chil-
dren’s musical—invite your friends and neighbors, too!   
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Our People 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Loren Alfrey, husband of Marian Alfrey 
Mike Gedmin, uncle of Chris St. John 
Carol Harrell, aunt of Jen Hoover 
Sara Hostetler, wife of Keith Hostetler 
Eleanor Keiser, mother of Ralph Keiser 
Daniel Laning, brother of Gerrit Laning and uncle of Sherry 
Schmidt and Nancy Wiskari 
Mary Ann Morrison, mother of John Morrison 
Janis Newman, mother of Congregation Beth Shalom’s  
Bernie Newman  
August Oad, uncle of Kendra Potts 
Art Oldham, brother-in-law of Dick Fein 
Jim Watling, friend of Bob and Ruth Allison 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Colleen Spaits and Andrew Wilson were 
married in St. Louis on February 25 
Trenton Layne Bloch, son of Nikki and Eric 
Bloch, was born on February 27 
Braydon Michael Matousek (pictured), son 
of Michael and Christina Matousek and grand-
son of Pastor Bob and Marlene Atkins, was born on March 1 

                                  Welcome, New Members! 
New members’ names in bold  

Dan and Jen Eugea and son Benjamin 
Ulric and Rosemary Gibson 
Dale and Barbara Mackey 
Steve and Lisa Medanic 
Sue Mocny and husband Bob 
Alex and Tina O’Kulich and daughters Natassia and Katarina 
Christopher and Sandra Rasmussen and son Tyler Miller 
Chamus Burnside-Savazzini, husband Edoardo and daughter 
Luisa 
David and Heather Sheppard and children Nathan and  
Morgan 
Tom and Sara Whyte and daughters Mary and Elizabeth 

Letters 
 

Sometimes we have to become inactive to realize the real value of 
services given to the people of Grace Church by the pastors, staff 
and faithful church family who live, move amongst us, and serve 
God’s people of Grace.  I am especially grateful for the concern 
and care of the pastors, the many cards and uplifting notes, special 
services rendered, and the many prayers offered on my behalf.  A 
true story in a book given to me by a dear friend recently tells of a 
woman who had many problems, and then got cancer.  She prayed 
and prayed to God about her condition, needs and desires, until 
she was prayed out.  She decided to place her life in God’s care 
and let the people do the praying.  A good idea...SO, my dear peo-
ple of Grace, PRAY ON...and not only for me but for all Grace 
Church people who need your love and prayers. 
 

With Gratitude,  
 

Winnie Graver 

 

       Animal Attraction! 
 

Send Us Your Animal Photos—Wild Ones, Too!  
Please send your favorite animal photos to Barb Ceruti at 
barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop a hard copy in the of-
fice (photos will be returned upon request).  Your photos do not 
have to be of domesticated pets; they can also be of animals in 
your yard, on vacation, on safari, at the park, wherever...as long 
as they’re your photos or those taken by someone you know.  
No internet downloads, please!  If possible, please submit a 
write-up about the photo as well (your pet’s “story” or a de-
scription of where you were when you photographed the ani-
mal).  Photos will be published in the order received, unless the 
photo is applicable only to a particular time of year.   

This is Fred, Laura Hoogerwerf’s six-year-old Cocker 
Spaniel-Bichon Frise mix.  “He is one of my five kids (two 
dogs and three cats),” says Laura.  “Fred came into our 
lives accidentally.  I asked my [late husband] Paul to go to 
our vet to buy cat food, forgetting that the puppy store, 
Happiness is Pets, is next to the vet’s office.  Paul took one 
look at him and fell in love.  I’ve called Fred my expensive 
bag of cat food ever since!”  Fred is a sweet, loving dog 
who sleeps with Laura every night.  “He somehow knows 
how to make me smile whenever I’m down.  I’m very glad 
we needed that bag of cat food!”  

March 2012 

Fred 

Thank You, New Stephen Ministers! 
Grateful thanks to 
our newly commis-
sioned Stephen 
Ministers, Jenn 
Wills, Cathy Con-
nor, Zink Sanders, 
Gay Craig and 
Ginnie Battle, who 

completed 50 hours of training to serve those going 
through a difficult time with a compassionate heart and a 
listening ear, guided by God’s leading hand. 

AALLLL  AREARE  INVITEDINVITED  TOTO  THETHE  WEDDINGWEDDING  OFOF  SSHERRYHERRY  SSCHMIDTCHMIDT  ANDAND  JJOEOE  NNOORLAGOORLAG  THISTHIS  SSATAT., M., MARAR. 10, 4. 10, 4PMPM  ININ  THETHE  SSANCTUARYANCTUARY  


