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GRACE AND HIGH SCHOOL CHOIRS TOGETHER IN ONE GREAT CONCERT! 
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$3 per person 

 
Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

B y the time you re-
ceive this newsletter, 

we will be in our second 
week of Wednesday eve-
ning Lenten meals, worship 
and activities.  Following is 
a schedule of weekly activi-
ties for the remainder of 
the Lenten season as well 
as Holy Week services.   
 

Sign up for weekly Wednes-
day Night Lenten meals in 
the church office or on the 
sign-up sheets inserted in our 
pew friendship pads each 
week.  Meals are $7.50 for 
adults and $5.00 for children 
(maximum of $20 per fam-
ily), payable at the door.   
 

Wednesday, March 11 
6:00pm - Catered supper 
in Fellowship Hall (Pasta 
Primavera) 
6:45pm - Worship in the 
Sanctuary, led by Revs. 
Carol Madalin and Nicole 
Snyder; guided meditation 
and prayer on the theme of 
Passionate Worship.   
7:30-8pm - Family Lenten 
Activity:  Prayer stations 
with prayer activities 
 

Wednesday, March 18 
6:00pm - Catered supper 
(Beef Stew) from our  
Hesed House volunteers 
6:45pm - Worship in the 
Sanctuary, led by Pastor 
Lisa, including testimonies 
from our Hesed House 
volunteers and from our 
youth and adults doing 
Risk-taking Mission and 
Service.  Music from His 

Grace and the Grace 
Praise Team 
7:30-8pm - Family Lenten 
Activity:  Help pack care 
packages for our men and 
women in the service  
Supply items to bring:  
Tube socks to donate to 
Hesed House; items for 
our service people:  indi-
vidual powdered drink ad-
ditives (Propel, Crystal 
Light); beef jerky; tuna 
packs with mayo; canned 
pasta (Chef-Boy-Ardee); 
socks; trail mix; power 
bars; Slim Jims; toiletries; 
pictures and cards from 
our children 
 

Wednesday, March 25 
6:00pm - Catered supper 
(Penne Pasta w/ Meatballs) 
6:45pm - Worship in the 
Sanctuary, led by Pastor 
Don, including testimonies 
from our Emmaus gradu-
ates and participants of 
Disciple and other Bible 
Studies on the theme of 
Intentional Faith Develop-
ment.  Music from the 
Grace Chancel Choir and 
Chamber Singers 
7:30-8pm - Family Lenten 
Activity:  Plant flower bulbs 
for our elderly members 
and new visitors 
Supply items to bring: 
Change for our coin bank 
 

Wednesday, April 1 
6:00pm - Catered supper 
(Chicken Parmesan) 
6:45pm - Worship in the 
Sanctuary:  a healing ser-
vice led by Pastor Bill and 

Parish Nurse Pam Riley, 
including blessing of prayer 
shawls and comfort pil-
lows, on the theme of  
Extravagant Worship.  
7:30-8pm - Family Lenten 
Activity:  Learn to knit or 
crochet!  Stuff and tie a 
pillow to bring comfort to 
someone in pain or heal-
ing—no sewing!   
 

HOLY WEEK:HOLY WEEK:  
Maundy Thursday 
April 9, 7:30pm 
Communion Service 
Good Friday 
April 10, 7:30pm 
“Tree of Anguish-Tree of 
Hope”  Premiere of Bonnie 
Johansen-Werner’s original 
composition! 
Holy Saturday 
April 11, 5:30pm 
Easter worship for our Sat-
urday evening worshipers 
Easter Sunday 
April 12; Four Services 
Sunrise; 8:15am; 9:30 am; 
11:00am 
 

Children’s Activities 
“Cultivating Fruitfulness” is 
not just for adults!  Special 
activities are planned for 
children 3 years-5th grade;  
childcare is provided for 
infants-2’s.  Join us in the 
following activities for chil-
dren and families: 
 

March 11:  Come stamp a 
“Prayer Passport” as we 
pray for others and learn 
more about prayer 
March 18:  Hear the story 

of “Uncle Willie & the 
Soup Kitchen” and make 
cards for service people  
March 25:  Come see the 
story of “Hermie the Cat-
erpillar,” then plant some 
flower bulbs for shut-ins 
April 1:  Hear the story of 
“The Rainbow Fish,” and 
help make comfort pillows 
for those who need them!   
 

Lent 2009:  Wednesday Night Activities and Holy Week 

Books for the Books for the   
Lenten SeasonLenten Season  

A follow-up to 
our six-week 
“Unbinding 
Your Heart” 
study and the 
overall theme 
for this year’s 
Lenten season, 

Cultivating Fruitfulness is a five-
week study of the core prac-
tices of fruitful congregations.  
If you would like to join a 
small group study or obtain a 
copy of this book, contact 
Leslie Rogers at 630-325-
0169 or Pastor Lisa Telomen 
at 630-355-1748, ext. 226. 
 

Comprised of 
meditations, 
poems and art 
from members 
of our own 
Grace family, 
our Lenten de-

votions booklet is a daily 
guide through devotion and 
prayer, beginning Ash 
Wednesday through Easter 
Sunday.  Extra copies are 
available in the church office.  
Share with your friends!  

March 2009 



 

2  

Pastor’s Journal  
  

An Attitude of Easter 
 

Lent is the season to get ready for the Easter celebration.  Like the season before Christmas we call 
Advent, Easter has a time of preparation.  Christmas has caught on with the culture around us, as the 
time of preparation for Christmas seems to get longer each year.  Christmas carols begin playing in 

elevators long before we in the Church begin singing them.  Easter has not caught on in the same way.  Easter themes of 
springtime, rebirth and a resurrection of hope do not seem to have the same cachet as the gift giving and good will of 
Christmas.  But this year, Easter may be a very appropriate metaphor for an anticipation of a better day ahead. 
 

An Easter attitude anticipates God’s future, thereby finding the freedom to live fully each day.  Gladys had that Easter 
anticipation with her all her life.  She lived the Serenity Prayer:  “God, grant me the serenity to accept what I cannot 
change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” 
 

The Easter season that I visited her nursing home bedside, she knew the cancer she had long fought would soon wear 
her body down.  She anticipated and watched for the first crocus bloom and the first of the tulip shoots break through 
the earth.  Accepting the reality of her disease did not mean giving up on life.  When she could not control events, she 
chose to control what she saw around her.  She had the courage to choose to see the splendor of life. 
 

In this Lenten season of preparation, we can be caught up in the difficulties of our economic situation, or we can choose 
to be filled with resurrection faith.  We can see only crisis and loss around us, or we can choose to focus on the rela-
tionships that sustain hope.  Even when he faced betrayal and death, Jesus chose to cement his relationship with his  
disciples in a Last Supper and prayer. 
 

Prepare for Easter by observing Lent.  Join us during Holy Week services (see page one for details) and on Good Friday 
evening for a unique service of original music and preparation for Easter Sunday.      
    

        Grace and Peace, 

March 2009 

By John Bodine,  
Church Council Chair 
 
 

W e have com-
pleted our 

“Unbinding Your Heart” prayer study, 
with over 100 participants and a lot of 
new insight about ourselves, fellow 
Grace members, and our church. We’ll 
hear more about that this Lenten sea-
son as several participants relate their 
experiences to the congregation during 
worship. While not all of the daily 
prayer ideas suggested in the book will 
resonate with each person, many inevi-
tably do, and the meaning and value 
and power of prayer come through. 
It amounts to sharing stories within a 
small group, something we all like to 
do, and realizing that God is speaking 
to us in subtle ways all the time. We 
just need to step out of ourselves and 

away from the driving drumbeat of the 
chores, tasks, and responsibilities that 
cloud our minds and keep us from 
hearing His voice. As our “Cultivating 
Fruitfulness” study begins, take a mo-
ment to sign up and learn how to get a 
fresh view of the world around you. 
 

Through the initiative of Stewardship  
& Finance Chair Mike Walczak and 
Trustees Chair Steve Peters, Church 
Council is beginning an effort to iden-
tify and lay out plans for major projects 
over a five-year scope. These plans, 
such as an upgrade of Grace Informa-
tion Systems and replacement of Grace 
air conditioning and roofing, need to be 
defined, prioritized and scoped for 
cost, so that they can be built into the 
budget process. One promising aspect 
of reviewing needs for our overall facil-
ity is the opportunity to go “green” at 
Grace in as many ways as we can to 

reduce energy,  consumption and 
waste. We need to do our part and 
lead by example! We will draw on the 
depths of our Grace membership for 
ideas and expertise in this area as time 
goes forward.  We already have a list 
of architectural ideas from Larry Hart-
man! 
 

Take a moment to stop what you’re 
doing, and be still. Pray for our country 
and all of the people struggling to make 
ends meet in this down-spiraling econ-
omy. It is often through the most chal-
lenging of times that we find opportu-
nities for renewal, but we need to be 
receptive, listening and willing to find 
the best path forward.  
 

Say “Hi” to someone you don’t know 
and wear your nametag so they’ll re-
member you, too. Go with Grace! 

 CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE    

 

7  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

March Over 50 Fellowship: 
Thursday, March 12, 12:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall, featuring lunch and 
program from Oriene Springstroh of 
the Fox Valley Geneological Society.  
Reserve by March 10 at noon in the 
church office (630-355-1748).  Cost is 
$5, payable at the door. 
 

March Women’s Circles: 
Mary will meet Tues., March 17, 9:15 
a.m. in the home of Roberta Kalish; co-
hosted by Joan Merrill.  Program TBA; 
remember your Loaves & Fishes con-
tributions...Martha-Esther will meet 
Tues., March 17, 9:15 a.m. in the Fire-
side Room.  All women are welcome 
to join us in learning about Faith and 
Family:  Bring It Home, and Live Out 
Loud!  Free, loving child care provided 
(reserve with Leslie Stapleton at 630-
961-9304); please bring items for 
Loaves & Fishes...Priscilla will meet 
Tues., March 17, 7:00 p.m., in the 
home of Judi Poland.  Our program will 
be presented by Rev. Bill Bryan...Sarah 
will meet on Tues., March 17, 9:15 
a.m. in the home of Julie Cunningham; 
co-hosted by Linda Rings.  Our pro-
gram features Rev. Howie Snyder on 
“Youth Programs at Grace”...Ruth will 
meet Wed., March 18, 9:15 a.m. in 
the home of Doris Stephens; co-hosted 
by Judy Goist.  Program features Rev. 
Howie Snyder on Grace Youth. 
 

Hesed House Serves Lenten Meal:   
Join us March 18, 6:00 p.m., when 
Hesed House will serve our Wednes-
day Lenten meal and speak to us about 
the mission of Hesed House.  Remem-
ber your tube socks that night and 
your food pantry donations on April 5! 
 

Mother’s Day Project:   
Help Church Women United gather 
writing supplies for women prisoners. 
Now through March 29, we are  
 

collecting these items in a box in the 
office: single cell pens (no metal or 
click pens); stationery/note cards with 
neutral themes that don’t require  
extra postage; gallon Ziploc bags; 
“Forever” postage stamps; NO stick-
ers, glue, tape, paste on cards or enve-
lopes.  Please place everything in one 
large bag; no separate packets. 
 

April 17- Hamball Luncheon: 
Mark your calendars for this annual 
community favorite, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Featuring 
yummy salads, desserts, rolls, bever-
ages, and those fabulous hamballs!  

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” our Sat./Sunday bulletin 
insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click “This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

March 2009 

2nd Annual 

“Under the Acacia Tree”“Under the Acacia Tree”  
 

Sunday, March 15 
11:00am-1:00pm 

In the Activity Center 
Families, join us in a luncheon celebration  

of our mission work in Africa!   
 
 
 

Our special guest will be Fridah Mubichi (Florence’s daughter), 
who will share with children stories and crafts from Kenya.   

She will also share her mission work with the Miriam Kanana 
Mubichi Foundation, supported by Grace. 

 

  Lunch features Kenyan fare, with kid-friendly options!   
 

A special offering will benefit wells for Darfur and  
the Miriam Kanana Mubichi Foundation.   

 
Tickets are $5 for children/$7.50 for adults/$20 per family; purchase tickets 

 in the church office during the week or Activity Center on Sundays. 
 

—Sponsored by the Kenya Task Force and the Commission on Religion and Race— 

Youth Mission Fundraisers 
March 22 ‐ Baked Potato Bar 
April 18 ‐ Spaghetti Dinner & Silent 
     Auction 
May 16 ‐  Golf Outing 
May 31 ‐ “Suds on Sunday” Car Wash 
Please support our summer youth missions to 
New Orleans and St. Louis through the above 
fundraising events or with donations in the 
orange pew envelopes.  There are still openings 
on our trips, and there are many ways in which 
those who cannot join us can help us prepare.  
Please contact the youth office at 630‐355‐1748, 
ext. 239, for further information.  Trip registra‐
tion/information packets are in the white 
shelves outside the youth office and online at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/youth_ministries. 
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Youth Ministry  
continued from p.3...  
 

emphasizes the impor-
tance of family systems 
on youth ministry.  
“The example of living 
out the principles of 
Christ by parents will 
have a far greater im-
pact on their children 
than we as a youth 
ministry ever will.”  
More and more, says 
Howie, he is seeing 
the importance of en-
couraging families to 
walk with and live for 
Christ as an entire 
family unit.   
 

All that said, effective 
youth leadership is a 

tall order—for our 
entire congregation.   
It truly does “take a 
village to raise a child,” 
remarks Gaye Lynn, 
and while our youth 
ministry is blessed 
with three employed 
leaders and a large, 
enthusiastic team of 
volunteers, each one 
of us is called to up-
hold our youth.  Finan-
cially, shareholder op-
portunities in our two 
youth mission trips 
this summer are cur-
rently available (see 
page 7 for details).  
Physically, adults can 
attend or help prepare 
for one or both of 

these trips.  We can 
also become involved 
in Wednesday Night 
Bible Study, Sunday 
School, Youth Fellow-
ship, Youth Council, 
or serve as mentors 
and small group lead-
ers to our confirma-
tion students.   
 

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, we can be emo-
tionally engaged in our 
youth, realizing that 
they are more than 
just the future of our 
church, they are an 
integral part of our 
present.  Their 
thoughts and opinions 
matter, their actions 
and attitudes as young 

Christians are valuable, 
their feelings are im-
portant, their example 
is paramount.  Says 
Nicole, “The culture 
changes, the youth 
being our supreme 
barometer.  Consult 
the teens to learn how 
to engage the culture; 
love the teens, so they 
may learn how to love 
others better.”  Gaye 
Lynn harkens back to 
the promise we as a 
church make our chil-
dren at their baptism:  
“We promise to ‘pray 
for them that they 
may be true disciples 
who walk in the way 
that leads to life.’  A 

healthy youth ministry 
encompasses the con-
gregation, the commu-
nity, the leadership of 
the church, the desig-
nated Youth Leader or 
Pastor and, by all 
means, the home of 
the youth.”  
 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY’S  
FEB. 22 SOUP & PIE 
LUNCHEON RAISED 

$1,100 FOR  
SUMMER MISSIONS!   

 
Thank you and blessings 

to all who donated 
and/or brought soup  
and pie provisions!   

 

A  cornerstone of Grace Music Minis-
ter Dan Wagner’s vision for our 

new Grace Concert Series is the first-
class talent offered by our own profes-
sionally trained artists-in-residence.  In 
two concerts this new year, that home-
town talent could not have been more 
apparent.  In celebration of the 16th an-
niversary of the Grace Church Founda-
tion on January 30, Grace Principal Or-
ganist Nancy Staton brought “Nancy 
Staton and Friends” to our Grace sanc-
tuary venue, featuring her fine keyboard 
abilities and our gifted instrumentalists 
playing the music of Handel, Schubert, 
Mancini, and others.  With the exception 
of one cellist, all of the musicians in this 
concert are Grace’s own. 
 

“Several people asked me if these players 
were really all from Grace,” said Nancy.  
“One person even wondered if we 
brought in a couple of ’ringers’!”  Be-
cause the music played at this concert 
was so different from the music these 
artists play in worship, said Nancy, 
“People were surprised; but that is the 
purpose of a concert—to show the dex-
terity, versatility and competence of the 
players as well as the music.” 

On Valentine’s Day two weeks later, “A 
Song for Valentine’s Day” featured our 
Grace vocalists singing selections from 
beloved operas and Broadway produc-
tions.  Said Nancy, who arranged and 
narrated the concert, “The audience 
reacted not only to the music, but the 
narration, which connected all the pieces 
to the subject of love.”  Opening with 
tenor Jack Staton singing “If I Could Tell 
You” from the 1950s TV show “The 
Voice of Firestone” (taking reminiscent 
audience members back to their first 
exposure to opera), the concert touched 

upon themes of both arranged and love 
marriages, fidelity, leaving home and fam-
ily, and concluded with an ensemble per-
formance of “The Marriage of Figaro.”  
The concert was also replete with props, 
foreign languages, accents, and acting 
from the performers.  Said Dan Wagner, 
“Thanks for a wonderful Valentine’s Day, 
Nancy!  What a joy it was to hear our 
friends perform so well.  Each one of 
them is a gift.”   

Home Church Artists Offer World-Class Talent  

Nancy Staton accompanies trumpeter Bill 
Somers at the “Nancy Staton and Friends” 
concert on January 30.  

Married for 25 years in real life, Vickie and 
Dan Wagner sing “Do You Love Me?” Febru-
ary 14, a song about a seasoned marriage 
from Fiddler on the Roof.   

Don’t miss our next concert at Wentz Hall March 13! (see back cover for details) 
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I n nearly all 
mainline 

churches, there is an 
extreme, almost ur-
gent emphasis on 
youth.  “We have to 
have youth; they’re 
the future of our 
church!” is the rally 
cry.  According to 
Grace Assistant Youth 
Director Gaye Lynn 
Loufek, however, “our 
youth cannot be con-
sidered the ‘church of 
our future’ if we don’t 

nurture them and 
help them feel like 
they are the ‘church of 
our now.’”  Adds Gaye 
Lynn, “Statistically, 
kids who are not feel-
ing welcomed into 
their church family will 
not return to that 
church as adults.  We 
are responsible for the 
whole person these 
youth are becoming, 
not just for the fun 
they’re having or a 
visible ‘thriving youth 
ministry’ based on 
numbers.”  Rev. 

Nicole Snyder, who 
has ministered to 
youth for several 
years, makes an 
equally compelling 
point:  “A healthy 
youth ministry of any 
church is one that is 
not an addendum to 
the rest of the congre-
gation.”  Nicole adds 
that while teens are at 
a developmental stage 
that makes them most 
passionate (and, there-
fore, ideal leaders and 
examples to rest of 
the congregation), 

they are also subject 
to chaotic brain activ-
ity and impulses that 
render them in par-
ticular need of rela-
tionship with the 
more mature mem-
bers of a church fam-
ily.  “It is a beautiful 
giving and receiving of 
form that we all en-
gage in when every 
age group has the op-
portunity to grow to-
gether...the church 
needs the youth ex-
pert to help the rest 
understand the youth, 

and the youth to 
understand the rest.  
The church is respon-
sible, then, for engag-
ing its youth and al-
lowing their participa-
tion with them—no 
matter how uncom-
fortable that might 
be.”  Nicole’s husband, 
Grace Youth Pastor 
Howie Snyder,  

Thank You, Grace Youth! 
 

From Ginny Lacy 
 

The GUMC Foundation celebrated its 16th year of service 
to Grace with a fabulous dinner and concert on January 30.  
The youth of our congregation were an integral part of the 
dinner.  They not only set up for the celebration dinner, 
but served the appetizers and punch and provided profes-
sional service to each table. Their enthusiasm was a bless-
ing to the diners present and a reminder of their meaning-
ful Christian witness to all of Grace. THANK YOU SO 
MUCH!!  A big thank you also to the parents who gave 
their time to supervise and participate in this event. 
  

This year, the Foundation will begin a music endowment 
that will provide support for special events like the Grace 
Concert Series and other meaningful outreach opportuni-
ties.  The GUMC Foundation continues to promote and 
develop religious, charitable, and educational activities for 
non-recurring purposes not funded by the annual church 
budget.  Principal retained accounts currently provide sup-
port for youth activities, training opportunities for our 
staff, college scholarships, maintenance of the building and 
grounds, the Lacy Garden, missions, pastoral care, building 
up the church, furniture and fixture acquisitions, and other 
music ministries.   
 

Questions about the Grace Church Foundation may be 
directed to:  Ginny Lacy, Dave Krumwiede, Doug Bone-
brake, Ali Hashimi, Julie Hynes, Bob Long, John McGoogan, 
or Scott Oats. 

Young Ringers Attend Bell Festival 
 

By Angela Sterchi 
 

Members of Grace’s Chil-
dren’s and Youth Bell Ensem-
bles traveled to Wadsworth, 
Illinois, on February 7 to par-
ticipate in the 2009 Young 
Ringers’ Mini-Festival.  The 
day-long event was sponsored 
by the Illinois chapter of the 
American Guild of English Handbell Ringers (AGEHR) and 
hosted by St. Patrick Church and School.  This year’s clini-
cian was New Zealand native Janet Carter, who is well 
known for her Maori stick games, which help develop 
rhythm and coordination skills for handbell ringers. 

 

The day started with a 
massed ringing session in 
the school gymnasium.  
During the morning, the 
ringers separated into 
their two divisions, be-
ginner and intermediate, 
and attended additional 
rehearsals and classes 

targeted to their levels.  After another massed rehearsal 
and lunch, everyone was treated to a game of rhythm 
sticks (above left) with the guest conductor.  For the clos-
ing concert, the ringers presented three massed pieces and 
one piece in each division.   

Grace young ringers partici-
pate in a handbell festival 
February 7.  

(Continued on page 4…) 

 YOUTH MINISTRY   

(Continued on page 6...) 

 “A healthy youth min-
istry is one that is not 
an addendum to the 
rest of the congrega-
tion.” 

More Youth Thanks...to Cory Sackett and Danielle Freier, who 
delivered 20 prayer shawls made by the Grace Prayer Shawl Min-
istry to Northern Illinois University for an anniversary memorial 
service of the NIU shootings on February 14.   
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What a wonderful Epiphany 
season we have had, Unbind-
ing our Hearts with one an-
other in January and Febru-
ary!  And now, we come 
together in Lent, through 
sharing in our Lenten Devo-
tional booklet, and on the 
Sundays and Wednesdays of 
Lent.  We are "cultivating 
fruitfulness" together!  I 
hope that you will sign up 
soon for our suppers, wor-
ship and activities on the 
Wednesdays of Lent, which 
have been carefully planned 
to offer us ample opportuni-
ties to experience Christ's 
call to faith and service.  As 
we prepare our hearts and 
lives to receive the gift of 
Jesus' death and resurrec-
tion, we want to examine 
how we are growing in 
God's grace, in spiritual hab-
its of prayer, worship, ser-
vice, and how we are exhib-
iting our faith in our words 
and deeds of love done for 
God and for one another, in 
Jesus' name. 
 

As we think about Jesus' 
passion for us, the poor, the 
lost, the lonely, the sick, and 

how he gave so generously 
of himself, we can be in-
spired and encouraged to 
know how loved we all are!  
And then, let us ask our-
selves, and pray to God, that 
we can discover that passion 
within ourselves, that yearn-
ing to truly love our broth-
ers and sisters with the pas-
sion of Christ.  The Holy 
Spirit is named and claimed 
within us at baptism and, 
with our encouragement, 
will burn within us to give us 
the words to speak, the im-
petus to go and serve, and 
to share the love and truth 
of Christ with others. 
 

We have learned in our Un-
binding study that Christ 
entrusts the precious people 
of the world to us, to care 
for them as he would:  "they 
are all made for God, and 
not knowing it yet."  We are 
called by God and Christ to 
this ministry of care, teach-
ing, and service to "disciple" 
others and walk with them 
as fellow disciples on the 
journey of faith.  This sea-
son, as we cultivate our 
fruits of the Spirit, our gifts 

and graces 
of faith and 
love in 
Christ, let us 
discern where we can begin 
to offer Christ's healing love 
to God's precious people:  
welcoming them to our 
homes and church with radi-
cal hospitality, bringing them 
to share in our passionate 
worship, inviting them to 
share in our Bible studies 
and small groups to develop 
their faith; traveling with 
them to places at risk, where 
we can be in mission and 
service together, and to 
cover our world, especially 
those in need, with Christ's 
extravagant generosity, mak-
ing sure that all can partici-
pate in the abundant life and 
love with God.  Let us walk 
with Christ to Jerusalem, 
making our own sacrifices of 
time, love and passion, that 
we may truly experience the 
victory of new life, Christ's 
resurrection—this Easter 
and always!   
 

On the journey with you, 

March 2009 

Ringers continued from p. 3… 
 

Some of the choirs performed 
solos as well.   
 

Grace beginner level ringers this 
year were Brandon John and 
Kristen Riedinger, while Kelly 
Shugh, Rachel Sterchi, Ben 
Ameiss and Nick Ameiss were 
enrolled in the intermediate divi-
sion.  Chaperones Debbie John, 
Cheryl Ameiss and Angela Ster-
chi accompanied the ringers and 
helped them prepare the music 
for the event during their 
weekly rehearsal time.  Thank 
you to all who participated and 
to the Grace Music Ministry for 
helping to fund this educational 
opportunity for our children’s 
and youth bell choirs! 

Linking Up to Grace  Pastor Lisa Telomen

The deadline for April  
Grace Notes is:  

Monday, April 6 
 

Grace Notes is published for the 
members and friends of Grace 

United Methodist Church.  Submit 
news to Barb Ceruti via e-mail at 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ www.peopleofgrace.org 

Women’s Night  
Together! 

Friday, April 24, 6-10pm 
Keynote Speaker: Rev. C. Kay Turner 

 

Includes catered dinner and inspiring 
workshop choices from Julie Schlegel (fitness), Joanie  

Rocchi (cooking with herbs), Rev. Adrienne Ann  
Ilseman (healing yoga), Rev. Nicole Snyder (contemplation), 

Rev. Dr. Carol Findon (coping with stress), and more! 
 

Ticket information coming in April—Save the date! 

Grace WelcomesGrace Welcomes  
Mayor Pradel! Mayor Pradel!   

 

Friday,  April 3 
 

6:00pm-Dinner 
6:30-8:30 p.m.-Naperville  
Mayor George Pradel on 

“God and Country” 
—Sponsored by— 

 

Grace Fellowship of Christian Men  

Free of charge; invite your friends, neighbors, co-workers! 
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Grace Personals 

 

Welcome to the World! 
 

James Gabriel, son of Ryan and Tanya Ferguson and  
grandson of Sharon and Jim Ferguson, was born on 
February 18 
Daniel Paul Macaluso, son of Alexis Dunne and Steve 
Macaluso and grandson of Chip and Pat Dunne, was born on 
February 24  
 

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share with our 
family of Grace, please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, 
ext. 240, or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org.  You may also drop 
off letters or news to the church office, ATTN: Barb. 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a photo 
of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or animal shot 
taken by you or someone you know (no internet downloads or 
otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  E-mail them to 
gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in the church of-
fice, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be returned to the 
owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s name, and any-
thing you’d like us to know about the animal or photo. 
 

This is Barley, a 68-
pound Yellow Lab-
rador who was 
abandoned in a 
hunting field in Mis-
souri.  He was 40 
pounds and had 
been shot in the 
left eye.  He was 
on his own for two 
months before a 
good Samaritan 
found him and 
alerted Great 
Lakes Lab Rescue, 
where he was 
adopted by Karrie 
Marino-Khant and 
her family.  Barley 
is blind in his left 
eye and has a cata-

ract in his right eye due to malnutrition.  Despite the uni-
maginable cruelty he endured, says Karrie, “He is the BEST 
dog.  He is kind and gentle and great with our three chil-
dren (ages 7, 2, and 4 months).”  Adds Karrie, “There are 
so many loving animals out there waiting to be adopted and 
saved by a loving family.” 

Barley 

 

 

Round Things Out 
at Saturday Evening  

CIRCLE OF WORSHIP 
5:30 p.m.  in the Activity Center 
weekly communion ∙  family-friendly ∙ 
intimate ∙  informal ∙  original music 

Greener Grows Grace Notes 
E conomic and environmental fragility push us to-

ward increased cost-saving measures and ecol-
ogically greener practices.  Undoubtedly, printing and 
mailing costs could be greatly reduced by fewer 
Grace Notes mailings.  Paper use would also be signifi-
cantly diminished.  Watch for future communications 
about our campaign to save money and conserve our 
planet’s natural resources by encouraging greater 
electronic access to Grace Notes. 

Join the  
children’s musical! 

 

Rehearsals begin mid-March for “Are We There Yet? 
The Story of Moses and the Exodus,” presented in 
worship on Saturday, May 9, and Sunday—Mother’s 
Day!—May 10.  A fun story in song with an impor-
tant message for us all, Tom Long and Allen Pote’s 
“Are We There Yet?” shows that God can use us 
even when we feel weak.  All children aged kinder-
garten-7th grade are welcome and encouraged to 
join us!  Contact Lynn Leitzen at 630-355-1748, ext. 
249.  Please call soon—we’re getting underway! 

We are in the process of producing a new non-
pictorial Guide Book and Directory.  Please notify 

Phyllis Pepiot (630-355-1748, ext. 222) of any 
changes to your membership information.   

mailto:gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org�
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