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Building Strong Families… Building Strong Families… Building Strong Families… Building Strong Families…     
TOGETHERTOGETHERTOGETHERTOGETHER    

A workshop series for parents and others  
caring for children... 

 

April 10:  Healthy Lifestyles for Healthy Families:  
The importance of nutrition, exercise and play 
(Claudia Hutchison, Director of GUMC Parent’s Day 
Out) 
April 17: Order in the House: The importance of fam-
ily routines, plus tips to streamline (Erin Cetera, Direc-
tor of Weekday Children’s Center) 
April 24: Positive Discipline and Communication: 
Keeping peace in our hearts, voices and homes 
(Samaritan Interfaith Counseling Center staff) 
May 1: Social Behaviors and Self-esteem:  Dealing 
with bullies, developing negotiation and conflict resolu-
tion skills (SICC staff) 

 
At Grace United Methodist Church 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Tuesdays, April 10-May 1 
Suggested donation: $5; childcare available by calling 

 355-1748, extension 241 
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Career Transition Career Transition Career Transition Career Transition 
WorkshopWorkshopWorkshopWorkshop    
April 21-June 9 
 

 

For job seekers and career decision makers, this  
8-week workshop series meets Saturday mornings at 
Grace Church, 8:00-10:00a.m.  The workshop offers 
practical, down-to-earth information integrated with 
scriptural insight and a Christian perspective.  Taught 
by career consultant Dr. Robert Parker and other  
experts, the workshop uses a tested curriculum devel-
oped by professional career consultant and executive 
coach Dave Cox.  All are welcome to join at any time 
during the series.  Registration brochures are available 
in the Activity Center; contact Dr. Robert Parker at 
717-6050 or rparker@enablingsi.com.   
 
Workforce Ministry is another faith-based career 
transition resource that provides guidance and help 
with lifelong career management.  Visit the Grace web-
site at www.peopleofgrace.org and click “links” to ac-
cess the Workforce Ministry offering. Contact Thatch 
Irwin at 961-3278 to find out how to sign up and use 
this free tool. 
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Building up the church 

to the glory of God. 
 

Ephesians 4:12 

“Women’s Day Apart” Joins Heart, Soul, 
Mind and Strength 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grace Notes 

(from left) Rachel Sterchi, Angela Sterchi (Director), Amber 
Watson, Kelly Shugh, Michelle Riedinger, and Nicholas Ameiss 
prepare for the Young Ringers Festival in Mundelein Feb. 3. 

Nicholas Ameiss has a great time in bell classes for the day. 

E ven as the first whiffs of 
spring scent the air, few can 

forget the bitter cold of early Feb-
ruary. Most folks battened down 
the hatches and huddled inside.  
Not the Grace Children’s Bell 
Ensemble—no, they braved the 
elements and headed up to Mun-
delein Feb. 3 to represent Grace 
Church at the Young Ringers 
Festival at Santa Maria del 
Popolo Church and School.  
Equipped with handbells and a 
warm spirit, five of our young 
ringers and their director, Angela 
Sterchi, joined 10 other bell 
choirs from various areas to  
experience a day of expert  
instruction and glorious sound.  
 

The day included several  
rehearsals and classes in  
Improvisation, Special Tech-
niques, “Kitchekapoom” (creating 
one’s own tune), and playing  
together so as not to sound like 
“Kitchekapoom”!  The festival 
culminated in a concert of all bell  

choirs before parents and the 
community. “It is very difficult to 
describe the sound of 150 young 
ringers playing together,”  
remarked Cheryl Ameiss, who 
also accompanied the group. “It 
was like a heavenly host of  
angels singing, and each bell is 
an angel’s voice.” 
 

A special thank you goes to Chil-
dren’s Bell Director Angela Ster-
chi for the wonderful job she did 
preparing her young ringers for a 
day of reading music, ringing 
bells properly and safely, and 
watching the director.  Thank you 
also to Cheryl Ameiss and all the 
Grace parents who supported 
their talented youngsters in this 
event.  Though it was a long and 
exhausting day, the children say 
they can’t wait until next year’s 
festival, when they can again 
have the chance to share all 
they’ve learned with other bell 
choir members. 

Holy Week at Grace 
 April 1 Palm Sunday Communion  

   Services 8:15, 9:30, 11a.m. 
 April 5 Maundy Thursday Service with 
Holy Communion 7:30p.m. 
 April 6 Good Friday Service 7:30p.m. 
 April 7 Saturday Evening Easter  

    Service 5:30p.m. with Holy Communion 
 April 7 Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil  

    7:00a.m.-9:00p.m. (see page 5)  
 April 7 Holy Saturday Prayer Service at 
9:00p.m. 
 April 8 Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 
in the Garden 6:00 a.m. 
 April 8 Resurrection Worship 8:15, 
9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.”  (Mark 12:30) 

Grace women, reinvigorate your entire being on Saturday, 
April 28, 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m. at Grace Church for an inspirational selection 
of workshops integrating inner, outer and spiritual health so that we can 
love God in all aspects of our lives and our world.  The Keynote Speaker 
of the day will be Rev. Danita Anderson, Aurora Dist. Supt. of the North-
ern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church. Workshop pre-
senters include former and present members of the Grace family (Rev. 
Lois Parr, Adrienne Ann Ilseman, Pam Riley, Carol Fraser) as well as cler-
gywomen and professionals from several outlying areas. Registration will 
begin Sun., April 1 in the Activity Center and will continue on the following 
three Sundays: 4/8,4/15,4/22. If you register by April 22, tickets are $25 
per person and $35 after April 22. You may also register the morning of 
the event at 8:30a.m. For more information, contact Evangelism Chair Kim 
Scharafin at 369-4734.  

Grace Youth Ring in Glorious Sound at Mundelein Bell Festival  

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church   March 2007 
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Lenten Devotion by Scott Abderhalden 

Pastor’s JournalPastor’s JournalPastor’s JournalPastor’s Journal 

Allergies 

I am allergic to cats.  Actually, I am not allergic to all cats.  But because I cannot predict which cats 
will cause my throat to close and my eyes to water, I choose to avoid all cats, all the time.   
It’s easier and safer that way. 
 

Our society is developing an allergy to religion.  Actually, people do not have adverse reactions to all religions.  But 
because it is difficult to distinguish between destructive and beneficial expressions of faith, many choose to avoid  
organized religion all together. Instead, people seek solitary forms of spirituality.  This puts the perceived dangers of 
organized religious expression behind doors of privatization and uninformed tolerance.  But what are the true costs of 
avoiding involvement in healthy communities? 
 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s dream of a community marked by social justice, compassion and respect for the character of 
each person’s heart was motivated by his very public and deeply held religious faith.  His mission to bring change to 
society was transformed by Mahatma Ghandi’s strategy of non-violent confrontation, also a product of religious belief. 

I can take an antihistamine to relieve my allergic reactions to cats.  But there is no pill to relieve the adverse effects of 
toxic faith.  Instead, we must learn to discern the healthy from the unhealthy.  If you seek spiritual and communal  
connections that produce health, engage your community of faith in this conversation that you might support spiritually 
healthy religious commitments.         
           

Scripture:  Ephesians 4:11-13 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of ser-
vice, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ. 
 

My involvement with Grace started at St. Matthew UMC in 
Chicago’s Cabrini-Green.  Grace was one of several con-
gregations funding and staffing an after-school program in 
Chicago’s poorest and—need I say—notorious housing 
projects.  The children, all of school age, were wonderful, 
and it quickly became clear that they craved adult atten-
tion and approval.  Many times, the “study” sessions were 
more akin to crowd control, but it was an enjoyable experi-
ence for all. 
 

I didn’t have any prior interest in this or any other mission, 
for that matter, but a member of my Sunday school class, 
in tears, announced that she was having trouble finding 
enough volunteers.  I signed up, but I’m afraid that guilt 
drove my decision more than a desire to serve others.  
After working side by side and getting to know the other 
Grace volunteers, I came to value my mission work, and I 
came to view Grace as an active congregation committed 
to service and justice. 
 

Prayer:  Lord, we thank you for all the blessings which 
You have bestowed upon our congregation, and we offer 
thanks for the opportunities in mission, both near and far, 
large and small, in which we can be Your instruments in 
the world.  Amen. 

Kenya Corner…Kenya Corner…Kenya Corner…Kenya Corner…    
Grace Student Changes Lives  
 

One student+motivation+God’s love = 
changed lives!  changed lives!  changed lives!  changed lives!  Recently, Grace teen Dan 
Wood, a junior at Naperville North, received 
a school assignment which required him to 
identify a cause and take action to make a 
difference in the world.  His parents, who 
had received the Seeds of Grace newsletter 
in December, recommended that he call us to 
find out if he could help raise funds for 
women and children in Kenya suffering from 
HIV/AIDS. Dan organized an Open House on 
February 25 at his home to showcase the Ken-
yan jewelry made by the women of PEMA.   
He assisted us in raising over $1,000, which 
will directly benefit women and children in 
Kenya through Seeds of Grace!  Thank you, 
Dan! One person really can make a difference 
in the lives of many. God bless you! 
      
 
 —Julie Utter and Annette Swanson 

March 2007 
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Did You Know...? 
• Weekday Children’s Center recently received a Quality Counts Grant of $7,995 from the Quality 
Counts Child Care Grant, funded by the Illinois Department of Human Services!  With the grant money, 
WCC will be purchasing curriculum materials, program assessment tools, digital cameras and printer for 

teachers’ use, child-size picnic tables, classroom furniture, and a variety of other classroom items. 
 
• Grace is in need of helpers to count worship service offerings and deposit funds once per month.   
      Contact Dick Trondsen at 637-8731 if you can help in this important behind-the-scenes activity. 
 
• The People Assisting Transitional Housing (PATH) committee recently helped a client find new housing and begin a 

new life.  Because their work is ongoing, PATH will soon be helping another client escape homelessness through 
transitional housing.  Your help in this effort is needed and appreciated.  Please contact Barbara Hartman at 637-
8550, and thank you in advance for your generosity. 

 
• Western Suburban Educational Association (WSEA) will provide a Summer Skills Clinic for grades  

K-12 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings in June and July.  One-hour small group or private tutoring 
sessions will focus on such areas as reading, math and study skills; special classes include First Grade Prep, 
Phonics is Phun, Cool Writing, Fun with French, Jr. High or Sr. High Math, SAT/ACT Prep, Study Skills Workshop, 
and August review classes.  Build skills, build confidence, foster success!  10% discount for church members.  Visit 
www.wseatutoring.com, or call 922-8100. 
 

• We need gardeners to weed our flower beds during the summer months.  Let’s help maintain the beauty of our 
landscaping!  If you enjoy gardening and the good green earth, sign up to help in the church office, or call Nancy 
Huber at 961-5895. 

March 2007 

TOUCHED BY GRACE...TOUCHED BY GRACE...TOUCHED BY GRACE...TOUCHED BY GRACE...    
 The Holy Prayer Vigil 
    

In the morning while it was still very dark,  
Jesus got up and went out to a deserted 
place, and there he prayed.  (Mark 1:36) 

 

The Grace Church Holy Week Prayer Vigil, a 
Grace tradition, is an opportunity for the members 
and friends of Grace to follow our Lord’s example 
by keeping watch from 7:00a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on 
Holy Saturday, April 7.  Prayers can be offered to 
glorify and praise God as well as to ask for forgive-
ness, guidance or intercession, either personally or 
globally. The Vigil will be followed by a prayer  
service in the Chapel from 9-10:00 p.m. Partici-
pants in the Prayer Vigil pray privately in the Chapel 
for an hour. Resources will include Bibles, prayer 
calendars, prayer requests from the congregation 
and a prayer guide.  Sign up in the Activity Center 
on Sunday, March 25 and April 1. You may sign up 
alone or share a time with friends. Please submit 
prayer requests via the cards in the pew racks; 
prayers will be offered for your requests during the 
Vigil.  Contact Letty Peters (305-9879) with ques-
tions or for more information. 
 

HAMBALL LUNCHEON APRIL 13HAMBALL LUNCHEON APRIL 13HAMBALL LUNCHEON APRIL 13HAMBALL LUNCHEON APRIL 13TH TH TH TH 

Friday the 13th is lucky this year, as that’s when our Grace 
United Methodist Women will host their annual Hamball 
Buffet Luncheon benefit, complete with those famously  
delicious hamballs, German potato salad, tasty cold salads 
and pies, rolls and beverages. Benefiting local and world-
wide mission projects, this is a “can’t miss” afternoon of 
fun, food and fellowship. Luncheon is from 11:00-1:00 p.m. 
at Grace Church; tickets are $8.50 per person. Tickets are 
available Sundays in the Activity Center (table reservations 
can be made for five or more).  

We Praise You, O God!We Praise You, O God!We Praise You, O God!We Praise You, O God!    
A Choral Worship Celebration for Spring 
 

Sunday, April 22, 2007 
8:15, 9:30, 11:00 Services 

 

Don’t miss this inspiring worship, led by the Grace 
Chancel Choir and instrumentalists.  The concert will 
feature some of the choir’s most heartwarming favor-
ites in a variety of styles, from hymn arrangements to 
African-American gospel. The pinnacle of the morning 
will be Minnesota composer David Dickau’s thrilling 
setting of the “Te Deum,” combining audience partici-
pation, choir and percussion ensemble featuring our 
own Christopher Telomen, a gifted high school per-
cussionist.  It is also a showpiece for the magnificent 
Grace Church organ and our fine organist, Nancy  
Staton.  Join us, and bring a friend! 
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S  y  m  p  a t  h  yS  y  m  p  a t  h  yS  y  m  p  a t  h  yS  y  m  p  a t  h  y 
James Allison, step-father of Dan Hultgren 
Doris Anderson, mother of Danita Anderson 
Vivian Boulton, grandmother of Ruben Kanhai-Zamora 
William Alexander Bright, brother of John Bright 
Jack Dean, father of Donna Bollenbach 
John Eesley, son of Mary and Dick Eesley 
Jerry Green, father of Jaci Green Tschirhart 
John Harris, brother of Mary Eesley 
Russ Hashimi, father of Ali Hashimi 
Cliff Hirsch, father of Cindy (Larry) Allen 
Frank Holmberg, brother of Nancy Staton 
Mary E. Irwin, mother of Thatch Irwin 
Martha Maxson, mother of Barbara Maxson 
Frank Merrill, husband of Joan Merrill 
Cindy Meyer, friend of Teri Heyson 
Richard Millisor, uncle of Judi Poland 
The Riley Family, on the death of their aunt, Virginia 
Joseph D. Schmidt, husband of Sherry Schmidt 
Kelly Williams Strickland, daughter of Joan Williams 
Ed Thompson, husband of Opal Buzan Thompson 
John A. Willard, husband of Ro Willard 
Sylvia Young, grandmother of Christine Freeman 
Emmett Zimmerman, uncle of Ron Wills 

Thank You For Your PrayersThank You For Your PrayersThank You For Your PrayersThank You For Your Prayers    
Dear Grace Friends, 
I am deeply touched by all your prayers and concern for my well-
being.  I am home now and recovering from what was a very 
traumatic episode.  Your prayers are much appreciated and have 
made this easier for my family and me.  We are very blessed to be 
part of this community of faith that is Grace Church.  Thanks 
again, and God’s peace be with you all. 
 

Tom Blair 
 

To Grace Church, 
Thank you all for your kind expressions of 
sympathy, prayers, flowers, memorials, 
cards, phone calls, and kind words on 
Frank’s passing.  It has truly helped and is very much appreci-
ated.  A special thank you to Pastor Bill Bryan and his wife, 
Erma, who were there for our family.  It is such a blessing to be a 
part of the Grace Church family.  May God bless each and every 
one of you. 
 

Most sincerely, 
 

G. Joan Merrill and Family 

March 2007 

 
 

Join Us In a Special Inauguration Ceremony  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re invited to attend an inaugural ceremony for the   
 

Steven Lewis Mildred Memorial Scholarship 
 

Sunday, May 27, 4:00 p.m.  
Koten Chapel in Kiekhofer Hall at North Central College   

 
Beloved husband of former Grace United Methodist Church Director of Music Muriel Phillips, Steve was an  
active participant in the Grace music program.  In July of 2003, he was tragically killed in a car accident.   

Please join members of Grace and Steven’s family for a brief ceremony and reception announcing the  
establishment of the annual scholarship in Steven’s name. 
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What a wonderful month of 
growth in faith April is!  Build-
ing on the Lenten theme 
"Touched by Grace," so 
beautifully described by our 
members and friends in our 
Lenten Devotional Booklet 
and so wonderfully preached 
and sung by our pastors and 
music leaders at the 
Wednesday night worship 
services, we now begin  
walking with Christ through 
His events of Holy Week - 
with Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, Sat-
urday Prayer Vigil, and then 
our Easter Services.  After 
this week, we will be better 
able "to comprehend with all 
the saints, what is the 

breadth and length and 
height and depth" of God's 
love for us in Christ Jesus. 
(Ephesians 3:18-19).   
The next week, we learn 
even more about God's 
grace with our Graver lecture 
speaker, Dr. David Lowes 
Watson, a Wesley scholar.  
Come and learn more about 
our Methodist heritage of 
grace learned and bestowed 
in small group ministries!  At 
the end of the month, the 
women of the church will be 
filled with "grace upon 
grace," as we are renewed in 
God's love in body, mind and 
spirit, filled and ready to spill 
over with love for our 

neighbor, so that God's 
grace will be known in us 
and through us throughout 
the community and world.   
What difference does Christ's 
life, death and resurrection 
mean for our lives?  When 
we have drawn closer to him 
throughout Lent, and walked 
with him through Holy Week, 
and watched for his appear-
ances in the Easter season, 
we understand that His Love 
(and Grace) is what gives 
meaning and purpose to 
each of our days, to each of 
our relationships.  How could 
we live without his sacrificial 
love inspiring, guiding,  
 

forgiving, 
and sanc-
tifying our 
love, our 
lives?   
I urge you to continue the 
journey, of being Touched by 
Grace - God's grace, and 
Grace Church in your every-
day life!  You will be amazed 
at how grace (and Grace) 
makes life worthwhile, and 
SO MUCH better!   
Happy to be walking  
The Walk with you, 
 
 
 
Pastor Lisa 

Grace Beyond Grace…Grace Beyond Grace…Grace Beyond Grace…Grace Beyond Grace…    
 

“CUISINE FOR A CAUSE” HELPS NAPERVILLE’S 
NEEDY 
On Sat., April 28, Naperville CARES will host its major fund-
raiser this year, “Cuisine for a Cause,” from 7:00-10:30 p.m. 
at the Naperville Campus of Northern Illinois University.  
Featuring specialty dishes from over 20 of Naperville’s finest 
restaurants, auctions, raffles and entertainment from local 
students and groups, this special event benefits Naperville 
residents or members of a Naperville congregation in need.  
A non-profit, volunteer-driven organization that provides  
financial, transportation and case management resources,  
Naperville CARES raised nearly $92,000 in emergency 
funding for local families in 2006 alone.  Through its Car  
Donation Program, over 350 cars have been provided to 
clients in need of transportation for jobs or medical reasons. 
Naperville CARES has long enjoyed the support of Grace 
Church, not only through finances, but in Missions commit-
ments, rebuilding of office space, and active volunteerism 
from members of our congregation.  Please join in our sup-
port by attending the very worthy “Cuisine for a Cause” on 
April 28. Tickets are $75/person (includes open bar) and are 
available by calling Amy Williams at 369-0713. Youth vol-
unteers are needed to help with set-up, food running, 
bussing and clean-up.  
 

DINNER CELEBRATES HOPE FOR REFUGEES 
On Friday, April 20, Exodus World Service will host a 
“Celebration of Hope” dinner, featuring Dr. Martin Marty, 
world-renowned speaker, columnist, pastor and teacher.  
Held at the Stonegate Conference Centre in Hoffman Es-
tates, this very special event is free of charge, and all are 
welcome.  Reception is at 6:30 p.m.; dinner is at 7:15.  

Exodus World Service transforms the lives of refugees, 
healing wounded hearts, replacing loneliness with com-
panionship, and transforming fear into hope. To register 
for “Celebration of Hope” online, visit www.e-w-s.org and 
click on “events. 
 
JOIN THE RALLY FOR FAIR FARMWORKERS 
TREATMENT  
“We are tired of relying on the good will and understand-
ing of those who profit by exploiting us.” --Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 
Two years ago, Taco Bell announced an historic initiative 
to address the poverty and degradation faced by Florida 
farmworkers, challenging their fast-food counterparts to 
join in the fight for fair wages and humane treatment of 
the workers who pick their tomatoes. McDonald’s, the 
$100 billion fast-food giant, has refused to meet that chal-
lenge.  In response, members of the Coalition for Immo-
kalee [Florida] Workers will arrive in Chicagoland April 
13-15 for a Latin America Solidarity Conference, featuring 
the “McDonald’s Truth Tour: Behind the Golden Arches,” 
a peaceful rally on Friday, April 13, 3:00 p.m. at McDon-
ald’s Headquarters at 22nd St. and McDonald’s Dr. in Oak 
Brook.  On Saturday, April 14, a parade and Latin Ameri-
can-style Carnival for Fair Food, Real Rights and Dignity 
will step off at the Federal Plaza in downtown Chicago at 
10:00 a.m.  Join us in the fight for fair treatment of Florida 
farmworkers!  For more infor-
mation about this important 
weekend, visit: 
www.ciwonline.org or 
www.allianceforfairfood.org.  
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Linking Up to Grace... 


