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What’s Happening with The United Methodist Church? 
And How Will It Impact Grace UMC in Naperville? 
 

By Rev. Cindy Marino 

P eople are wondering...Are we splitting?  
What’s happening? What’s the Global 
Methodist Church (GMC)?  

 

We’ll hear more and more of these questions as we 
grow closer to the next General Conference in 2024. In 
the meantime, however, I invite you to keep in mind 
that until or unless the 2024 General Conference (GC)
makes a decision, nothing happens.  
 

You may have heard that a split took place with the 
launch of the Global Methodist Church (GMC) on May 
1; however, that’s not the case. The GMC is comprised 
of congregations that chose to disaffiliate from the 
UMC to join this new denomination, which is not re-
lated to the current UMC. The UMC as we know it is 
still intact and will remain so until or unless decisions 
are made at the next GC in 2024 to change that status. 
 

There are several issues at the base of the conversa-
tions around splitting, the most prevalent of which is 
the UMC’s position on sexuality. There is likely to be 
legislation presented at the 2024 GC that will challenge 
the UMC’s current position, added in 1972.  
 

The current Book of Discipline states that “the practice 
of homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teach-
ing.” Based on that position, the Church has main-
tained restrictions regarding pastors. Pastors may not 
be “self-avowed, practicing homosexuals” and may not 
conduct ceremonies that celebrate same-sex weddings 
or unions. Such ceremonies also may not be held on 
church property. 
 

 

The Church 
affirms that 
all people are 
of sacred 
worth and 
are equally 
valuable in 
the sight of 
God. Click 
here for a 
helpful article with more information. 
Many anticipate proposals to remove this language at 
General Conference in 2024. If any are approved, those 
churches that want it retained might then plan to leave 
the UMC. But without a decision from GC that gives 
them an exit plan, they face obstacles around property 
and finances. It’s a lengthy process for a congregation 
to separate, and there are many considerations. You 
might read the article from our Bishop John Hopkins 
in the April edition of the Northern Illinois Report 
here. 
 

We don’t know how the General Conference will re-
spond to new legislation in 2024. We don’t know what 
the new proposals will be. There could be a separation 
decided upon. Of course, there are always “what if” 
scenarios to consider. The issue, with a denomination 
of over 12 million members globally who are not of one 
mind, is complicated at the very least. I invite you to 
keep up with the latest developments at 
www.umnews.org, the official news agency of the  
United Methodist Church.  
 

Join Youth Summer Missions and 

PARTNER WITH COMMON PANTRY 
Youth Summer Missions is partnering with Common Pantry this June, and they 

are in need of the below specific items. “Come along” by donating these 

items in the bins provided or leave them to the attention of Gaye Lynn Loufek:  

Whole grain/hearty non-sugary cereals • Hearty, low-sodium soups • Multigrain 

crackers • Brown rice • Olive oil • Full-sized toiletry items - shampoo, condition-

er, body wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc. • Adult diapers, sizes medium 

and extra large • Feminine hygiene products  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-churchs-position-on-homosexuality
https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-is-the-churchs-position-on-homosexuality
https://www.umcnic.org/Reporter
http://www.umnews.org
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Grace Church 
made a 
$25,000  
donation to 

UMCOR for the Ukrainian humanitarian crisis 
through the Grace Church Foundation. Glenna 
Holloway was passionate about the Church’s 
international ministries. When she passed, she 
made a bequest to the Grace Church Founda-
tion to establish an endowment for interna-
tional ministries. This endowment will create a 
perpetual stream of income to support international ministries. Through legacy donations, the Grace Church 
Foundation provides support for ministries and programs not included in the annual budget. If you have ques-
tions about donating to the Foundation, please contact Scott Oats at soats@sbcglobal.net.  

           Grace Foundation Donates $25,000 to Ukraine via UMCOR 

Fun Start to the Month of June at Grace! 

Th e first part of June brings some great summer fun to Grace! First, on Saturday, June 4, our popular 
Touch-A-Truck event returns with various vehicles for children of all ages to touch and explore as 

well as the opportunity to meet the people who build, protect and serve our community. At the Touch-A-Truck 
event, there will also be food, music, games, and a UMW Bake Sale featuring lots of goodies. On Sunday, June 
5, come to church with a dirty car and let our youth (and some helpful adults) get it clean and shiny while you 
worship! Proceeds benefit Youth Summer Missions. Thanks for your support of our annual Suds on Sunday! 

From Scott Oats 

mailto:soats@sbcglobal.net
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/touch-a-truck-2022
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/suds-on-sunday-2022-06-05
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Our Youth Summer Missions team is in great need of a pho-
tographer for Wednesday evening, June 15, through Satur-
day evening, June 18 (note: this is not an overnight “gig”).  
Responsibilities include photographing our team at work on 
all four days, joining us for dinners, a fun activity on Friday 
evening, closing worship on Saturday evening, and compiling 
all of the great moments captured into a slide show presenta-
tion. Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek ASAP at  
gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org if you are available, inter-
ested, and/or would like further information! Thank you! 

 

CHILDREN’S PRAYER  
FROM MRS. CHAMUS 

Dear God,  thank you for keeping us all 
safe during the school year.  Please 

guide us and protect us as we start our 
summer months.  Amen.  

From Betty Long 
 

The roofing materials that had been stacked on the flat 
roof are now laid in place. A full crew has been working 
on it every day, even during recent intensive heat.  
 

Other approved projects  
A contract has been signed for the modifications to the 
back corridor, lower level HVAC system for better hu-
midity control in the subgrade rooms. Also, a contrac-
tor is lined up for the drainage project in the main 
parking lot to relieve the high water table there. 
 

Future projects not yet approved 
We hope to change lighting and lighting control in the 
sanctuary, which should reduce electrical costs. Sound 
will also be improved. More screens will be added on 
each side of the sanctuary to allow better communica-
tion with bulletin information, hymn words, and pic-
tures to assist pastors in their sermons. Another area 

awaiting funding is an up-
date to the sound system in 
Fellowship Hall and the ad-
dition of Zoom.  
 

We still need your help in 
achieving these goals, ap-
proximately $300,000 in  
additional commitments. | 
 

Please pledge now to Raise 
the Roof for 2022 and 2023! 
The Grace Foundation will 
match new pledges by 
50%, up to a total of 
$75,000. 
 

Capital Projects Coming Along, Support Still Needed  

A roof worker uses a blow 

torch to heat roofing mate-

rial in order to seal it to the 

underlayment. 

Thank You, Melissa Pomeroy! 
Grateful thanks to new Grace member Melissa Pomeroy for all her hard work and en-
thusiasm in helping to mobilize our “Grow Where You’re Planted” initiative to intro-
duce our church family to the many ministries of Grace. Throughout the month of 
May, various ministries were featured in the Gathering Space, along with opportuni-
ties to sign up to volunteer. On Sunday, May 29, we will highlight our Building and 
Grounds ministries. Again in the fall, we will feature more of our vital ministries.  

mailto:gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org
https://unitedvoicesforchildren.org/
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/RaisetheRoof4.22.pdf
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Cheryl Ameiss Answers Far Beyond the Call               By Barb Ceruti 

T 
here are those who an-
swer the call of service, 
and there are those who 
go so far beyond the call, 

they nearly redefine the response.  
 

Cheryl Ameiss is one such person.  
 

When asked to list the ways in 
which she has volunteered her time 
and talents to Grace over the 20 
years she and her family have been 
members, a single piece of paper 
can barely contain them all.  
Yet, one thing resonates above the 
rest: music…more specifically, hand-
bells.  
 

Beginning in high school when she 
joined her church’s handbell choir, 
Cheryl’s love of the beautiful bronze 
instruments of various sizes and 
sounds has followed her all her life.  
 

“I learned the most about ringing at 
Grace,” said Cheryl, who has attend-
ed multiple Young Ringers festivals 
and adult handbell workshops over 
the past two decades. To Grace 
Church’s benefit, her passion has 
inspired others, most notably our 
youth. 
 

Attracted to Grace by our robust 
music program, Cheryl began her 
musical endeavors here by assisting 
former Children’s Bell Ensemble 
director Angela Sterchi. “I had two 
rambunctious boys at the time, and 
they were in the children’s bell 
choir,” she explains.  
 

Not long after, Cheryl joined her 
husband, David, in our adult bell 
choir as well as the Chancel Choir 
as a vocalist. Over the years, she has 
also been a member of the Grace 
Chamber/Evensong Singers under 
the direction of Dan Wagner, with 
whom she worked closely to organ-
ize various music events at Grace. 
Like her mother, Cynthia Rupp, she 
also played the flute.  
 

No small task 
was Cheryl’s 
volunteer posi-
tion as Grace 
music and choir 
librarian, in 
which she and 
others painstak-
ingly updated 
and computer-
ized our anti-
quated music 
filing system 
and, in the pro-
cess, freed up enough space in the 
bell room for another set of bells.  
 

Among Cheryl’s litany of contribu-
tions to Grace, directing the Youth 
Bell Ensemble (YBE) is probably her 
most satisfying.  
 

Beginning in 2010 with the very ca-
pable “two Kristens” – Kristen 
Riedinger and Kristen Basgall – YBE 
strengthened Cheryl’s knowledge 
and love of ensemble ringing, 
though she and David and their 
sons, Ben and Nick, had experience 
ringing together as a quartet.  
 

In time, YBE gained Karson Wehrli 
and Mark Froelich (the latter of 
whom Cheryl proudly watched per-
form in a recent Purdue Bells con-
cert at Grace) and several more 
ringers. “They’re teenagers, so we 
had our moments,” quipped Cheryl, 
who nevertheless emphasized put-
ting the success of the ensemble on 
the ringers themselves.  
 

“They are the ones who have to 
push themselves and do all the hard 
work, whether learning the notes or 
new techniques, finding solutions to 
problems, or helping other ringers 
understand what to do.” 
 

“Cheryl's dedication in running YBE 
encouraged me to become the best 
ringer I could be and really deep-
ened my love of ringing,” said Kris-

ten Riedinger, now 24. “She ap-
proached rehearsals with an enthu-
siasm and creativity that made it 
both challenging and fun. I'm so 
grateful for all of her hard work and 
encouragement that kept the group 
going. We couldn't have done it 
without her!” 
 

When Cheryl was not making music 
at Grace, she was busy crafting 
items for another pet project, Mis-
tletoe Marketplace. Her skillful 
hands also created many a prayer 
shawl, Lenten booklet devotion, 
captivating photograph, and several 
programs, banners, invitations, dec-
orations, etc. for various events and 
celebrations. A regular figure in the 
Grace copy room, Cheryl was often 
mistaken for a member of our office 
staff.   
 

“Many, many years ago, Pastor Bob 
[Atkins] told me I was doing too 
much,” said Cheryl, who, after many 
years of service, is stepping down 
from directing the YBE. Debbie 
John, current director of the Chil-
dren’s Bell Ensemble, will take her 
place. 
 

“I told him (and I still feel this way), 
‘God gave me many talents and abil-
ities; why shouldn’t I share those 
with others, especially in His 
name?’”  
 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/purdue-bells-concert-thrills-filled-sanctuary
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/purdue-bells-concert-thrills-filled-sanctuary
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Grateful Thanks to Guest Organist Jon Warfel 
A familiar face behind our Grace pipe organ is the tal-
ented Jon Warfel, whose last worship service as our 
faithful guest organist is on Sunday, June 5, when we 
celebrate him and welcome our new regular organist, 
Stanleigh Jones.  
 

Beginning in 2019 as piano accompanist to the Chancel 
Choir at Thursday night rehearsals, Jon moved into the 
organist’s seat full time at our 10:30 worship in October 
of 2021.  
 

The Naperville resident is staff piano accompanist at 
North Central College to wind, string and vocal per-
formers and the accompanist and assistant director of 
the Naperville Chorus and the Elgin Master Chorale. 
He has also accompanied numerous school programs 
and school recitals. 
 

“I have greatly enjoyed my time at Grace, and I will 

miss you 
all,” said 
Jon, who 
has par-
ticularly 
enjoyed 
working 
with 
Chancel 
Choir 
director 
Peter Jarjisian.  
 

Jon is looking forward to spending the summer with 
his wife, Jane, at their cottage in northern Wisconsin. 
But he wants us to know that he’s happy to return to 
Grace as a substitute organist whenever he is needed. 
 

Thank you for your service, Jon! 

Henry Rye, a recent high school graduate and gifted young organist who 
has played at Grace, was selected as a recipient of the 2022-2023 Ronald G. 
Pogorzelski and Lester D. Yankee Memorial Scholarship.   
 

This unique scholarship award was created by the American Guild of Or-
ganists as a memorial to Messrs. Pogorzelski and Yankee, two long-time 
supporters and enthusiasts in the field of organ playing. The purpose of the 
scholarship is to support the education of talented young organists who 
will make significant contributions to the field of organ playing.   
 

Henry's award is the College Freshman Award of $15,000 for the 2022-2023 
academic year (renewable for four years).  
 

Said Henry’s mother, Jill Rye, “Needless to say, this is an unbelieva-
ble honor and one that surely would not have been possible without our 
church's encouragement and the generous professionals he connected with 
during his time at Grace. Our family is immensely grateful.” 
 

Congratulations, Henry! 

Oh, Henry! Student Awarded Prestigious National Organ Scholarship 

Gay Craig organized a “Feed My Starving Children” team on May 4; “Holy Smokes” on May 15 served over 300 meals! 

https://www.agohq.org/education/pogorzelski-yankee-memorial-scholarships/
https://www.agohq.org/education/pogorzelski-yankee-memorial-scholarships/
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Never “Too Many Cooks in the 
Kitchen” for VBS Food Truck 
Party...God provides all the time, and 

VBS needs you! We are currently asking all 
adults who are able to help to sign up at 
peopleofgrace.org/vbs.  The number of 
adults who have committed will determine 
how many classes we can support in this 
hybrid in-person/online event. Please 
prayerfully consider supporting VBS with 
your presence this year so that we can wel-
come all of the children God is planning on 
sending to us!  Thank you!   

June’s food pantry collection will benefit Loaves & Fishes of 

Naperville. Loaves & Fishes reports that one in five people in 

their service area is living with low income or in poverty, and the numbers keep increasing. Please  

donate online here, choosing the “Love Loaf” option on the dropdown menu, or click here for the pan-

try’s site and select the number of cases of specific food items you wish to donate. 

June Food Drive Benefits Loaves & Fishes 

Want a breath of fresh air in a lovely environment? There’s no need to 
wear a mask when volunteering as a Grace Gardener! Each gardener 
keeps a specific area around the Grace Church property looking its 
best. Currently, we are in need of someone to “adopt” the beds adja-
cent to the narthex. Trim or weed on your own schedule, as needed. 
Professionals do the lion’s share of shearing, preening and weed killing.  
 

We are also in need of someone to fertilize our roses 2-3 times per 
growing season (product provided). Fellow gardeners are available to 
consult for advice, and a green thumb is NOT necessary! All that’s  

required is a love of God’s green earth and a desire to help keep our Grace grounds beautiful. If inter-
ested or for further information, contact Betty Long at b-long6120@sbcglobal.net. 

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/blog/now-is-the-perfect-time-to-join-grace-community-builders
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/events/umw-summer-coffee-2022-06-14
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/VBSRegistrationchildandadult.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/VBSRegistrationchildandadult.pdf
https://pushpay.com/g/peopleofgrace?src=hpp
https://www.loaves-fishes.org/ways-to-give/
https://www.loaves-fishes.org/ways-to-give/
mailto:b-long6120@sbcglobal.net.
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Grace United Methodist Church 

300 E. Gartner Road 

Naperville, IL  60540 

 

Worship outside on the 

FIRST SUNDAYS in  

July, August and  

September at 9:00am, 

featuring holy commun-

ion, music, and the glory 

of God’s great outdoors! 

There will be NO 8:00am  

service on these Sundays;  

only the 10:30 service will be inside 

on these dates. In case of inclement 

weather, please check  

peopleofgrace.org. 

JULY 3 

AUGUST 7 

SEPTEMBER 4 


