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Grace Church SAFER AT HOME

On May 29, Illinois will enter Phase 3 of the Governor’s COVID-19 Pandemic response. The state has offered specific 
guidelines for implementing each of the phases described in the table below for several segments of society. There are 
substantial restrictions that continue in the “Recovery Phase”,  but businesses are allowed to reopen; good news for those 
needing to return to work.

Faith communities were not given specific guidelines to follow. The Catholic church requested a set of guidelines for 
reopening based on that church’s needs, and the Illinois Department of Public Health worked with them to develop one. 
Our needs as a church are not quite the same, but their guidelines do give us some direction. With these in hand, along with 
rules from the Center for Disease Control, several United Methodist Annual Conferences around the country, and our own 
Northern Illinois bishop and cabinet, we have developed guidelines for Grace UMC that we believe will allow some activity 
of the church to return while doing our best to keep people safe.

Grace Church has been "all about relationship", but new guidelines for in-person gatherings restrict the practice of 
fellowship, making in-person meetings difficult and not always the best choice for us as we enter this "Recovery Phase". We 
are doing what we can to integrate the best science available with the values we hold, as we sift through the information 
to find that which applies during this time. When in doubt, we will err on the side of safety. The church has never been 
"closed",  but is finding new and creative ways to worship and serve. We long for the days when we will worship together 
again in-person.

Grace UMC Plan for Use of the Building during COVID-19 Phase 3 Beginning May 29, 2020

Virtual VBS Countdown is on!!  July 13-17, 2020 
Calling all Rainforest Explorers to join us for Virtual VBS the week of 
July 13-17, from 9 a.m. -10:15 a.m. each day!  We will be going on the 
Virtual Rainforest Adventure as Jesus Leads the Way!  With God on 
our side, nothing will stop us from hearing God’s word, learning songs 
to hide in our hearts and sharing the message, God is with us!!  We 
will hear and experience several stories:  Noah and the Ark, The Ten 
Commandments, Jesus Calls His Disciples, Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers 
and Jesus Visits His Disciples!  No matter how many times, we hear these 
stories, God always shows us something new!  We already have fun and 
surprises planned and we have a few resources you will need, so click here 
to register your child!  We will need to close the registration on Tuesday, 
June 30, so that we get everything to you!  Stay tuned and we look 
forward to seeing you all July 13-17, from 9 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. each day!!   
Until then, may God keep us all safe and healthy!  

Adults, Apprentices, and Teens of Grace we need your support in 
sharing God’s word!!  If you are available to help with the preparations, please click here to let me know!  Most of the 
help is needed before the actual week!  Since this is ALL new to everyone, it would be helpful if I can email and see who 
is available for specific tasks as they are realized.  At this point, I just need to have a list of “Willing to help” team.  If 
you can do the task when contacted great, if not please just say so!  We will be mindful of timing.  Thank you for your 
continued support as always!  Alone we can do a little, together we can do so much more!  We will allow Jesus to Lead 
the Way! Contact Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) with any questions or concerns.

GUIDELINES FOR GROUP MEETINGS AT GRACE
1. GROUPS & CLASSES CONTINUE TO MEET ONLINE – THE BUILDING REMAINS CLOSED.

We continue to ask groups to meet virtually as they have been doing. The building will remain closed except for vital 
administrative functions that cannot be performed off-site. If you are part of a group that has not been meeting online 
and would like to do so, or if you are not part of a group and would like to be, please contact Pastor Daniel for assistance 
(daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org).

Continued inside on insert

https://www.peopleofgrace.org/vacation-bible-school
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/vacation-bible-school
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/vacation-bible-school
mailto:chamus%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Virtual%20VBS%202020
mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Zoom%20Meeting%20Help
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Barriers to Re-opening the Building for Group Meetings 
If we were to open the church now for in-person gatherings of less than 10, the following 
measures would be necessary. These are not currently in place and would be difficult to manage. 
We would need to: 
▪ provide volunteer hosts to monitor meetings to ensure compliance to requirements such as 

wearing masks, physical distancing, room usage and number of participants. 
▪ offer face masks for those entering the building. 
▪ have custodial staff in place to insure adequate sanitizing between each meeting. 

(The NIC is also recommending a 24 hour lapse between the use of each room.) 
▪ limit the number of participants in a group. (Sending people away is not in keeping with our 

desire for hospitality and would be difficult for many to enforce.) 
▪ turn away those under the age of 18, as retail stores are being asked to do. 
▪ monitor the flow of traffic in the building. 
▪ ensure there is no sharing of food or supplies. 

 
 

Phase 3 is much the same as Phase 2 for many. Schools are still closed; stores and restaurants are still 
under restrictions, and gatherings are still limited to ten or fewer participants. 

 
So, what does this change mean for Grace? 
We could, conceivably, open the church building to small groups of 10 or less. But the reality is, we 
have more to consider than do many other organizations. With a higher percentage of our membership 
in the most vulnerable category, we have to be especially cautious. We will monitor the impact of 
easing restrictions in other segments of our community as we determine what is appropriate for Grace. 

 

 

As much as we miss in person gatherings, we cannot allow group meetings in the building until we feel 
we can manage them safely and provide a welcoming and positive experience. 

 

2. MEETINGS OUTSIDE ON GRACE PROPERTY ARE ALLOWED WITH RESTRICTIONS 
Some Grace groups have asked if they might meet in cars in the Grace parking lot or meet together 
outside, on church property. Outside spaces are said to be safer than enclosed areas, so this might be 
a good alternative for those wanting to meet in person. This is only possible if participants agree to 
abide by the guidelines in place for such meetings at Grace. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR MEETING OUTSIDE GRACE: 
▪ Participants must be 18 or older 
▪ Group size is limited to 10 
▪ Participants must wear masks (unless staying in your vehicle.) 
▪ Participants must space themselves at least 6 feet apart on all sides 
▪ Participant must not share food, equipment, supplies. 
▪ There should be no person-to-person contact. 
▪ Outside meetings must be scheduled with the Church Office (630-355-1748) . 
▪ Remember the building is locked; restrooms are not available. 
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If meeting outside of your cars please observe 
the group size limit (ten or less), 
wear masks and stay at least six feet apart. 
Do not plan meetings that include those under 
the age of 18 and do not share food or supplies. 

 
Photos courtesy of Rev. Melissa Meyers, pastor of Faith 
United Methodist Church, Freeport, IL 

Grace UMC Plan for Use of the Building during COVID-19 Phase 3 Beginning May 29, 2020 
 

IF the guidelines for meeting outside on the church property can be followed, your group may decide 
to meet outside at Grace. If you cannot be sure everyone in your group will follow these guidelines, or 
do not feel comfortable enforcing these guidelines, please do not plan to meet outside at Grace. We 
understand it can be difficult to ‘call out’ a friend who is noncompliant, but to ignore these guidelines 
is to put the church and its people at risk. 

 

These photos show how a small group meeting on Grace property should look. These persons are 
wearing masks and distancing themselves for the duration of their meeting. (Masks are not required 
of those sitting inside cars.) Participants shown here are not sharing food, papers or any other 
supplies. There is no in-person contact. Participants are all over the age of 18. 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR STAFF 

 
As we enter Phase 3, staff may continue to work from home as they are able. They will continue to 
meet regularly online. Staff and vital volunteers will have access to the building. Those who choose to 
come back to the building to work will need to do so in shifts to avoid close contact. Masks and 
physical distancing are required for staff unless they are alone in their offices. Staff must schedule their 
visits to the building to ensure proper sanitation measures can be followed. 

 

The office itself will remain locked. Church members requiring access for vital administrative purposes 
should call the office (630-355-1748) to schedule their time in the building and to receive instructions 
as to guidelines and room usage. The office is staffed from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday in the summer. Those needing to meet with staff in the building are required to schedule that 
work with that staff person. Meeting online or via telephone is still recommended. 
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GUIDELINES FOR WORSHIP 
 

1. WORSHIP WILL CONTINUE ONLINE 
We will continue to provide worship online through Phase 3. 
The ability to gather in groups of less than ten does not allow for congregational worship as we know 
it. We can, however, begin recording some of the elements of worship in the building. So, you will 
begin to see more of the beautiful Grace sanctuary in our online worship in the weeks to come. 

 

2. WORSHIP PREPARATION – For Worship Leaders 
We will not be holding worship services in the building under Phase 3. We can, however, allow our 
worship leaders to prepare elements of worship in the building, keeping within the following 
parameters: 
▪ The recording of instrumental music in the Sanctuary or Activity Center will be limited to string 

or keyboard players who can adequately distance themselves, and who are wearing masks. 
Instruments should be properly cleaned after use and mics cannot be shared. 

▪ The recording of vocal music in the Sanctuary or Activity Center will be more limited: Scientists 
are still researching whether singing spreads the Covod-19 virus more widely than other 
activities. For now, to be safe, we will limit singing to that of one person being recorded for 
worship. The singer should be the only person in the space. 

▪ We will continue to encourage individual recordings in homes and the use of recordings of 
prior performances as they fit with our worship. We hope everyone worshiping at home sings 
“lustily and with good courage,” as John Wesley said. 

▪ The recording of sermons or spoken liturgy will be allowed with the restriction that only the 
person being recorded is in the space. 

 

We are grateful for the creativity and skill of our staff in providing for this essential piece of our online 
worship through technology. 

 

3. OUTDOOR WORSHIP is a Possibility 
Outdoor worship may be possible for the future. We are currently working to see how we might use 
our outdoor space for worship this summer and maintain the safety of everyone involved. 

 
4. WORSHIP IN PHASES 4 AND 5: What does the future hold? 

Grace UMC appreciates excellence in worship through word, sacraments and music. We are sadly 
realizing that it is unlikely we will be able to worship together physically as a congregation in our 
sanctuary until we reach Phase 5. Even in Phase 4, when we are able to gather in groups of 50, we will 
have to carefully consider whether the restrictions are such that worship at home would provide a 
better (and safer) experience. We are exploring such issues as: 
▪ What would it be like to have to register for worship to limit numbers? 
▪ How would we welcome visitors who can’t preregister? 
▪ How would we turn away anyone over the limit? 
▪ How would it impact our worship experience to: 

o Wear masks. 
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A Note from the Senior Pastor 

These guidelines may seem excessive to those who are ready to move forward, to get back to 
‘normal.’ But an outbreak caused by the willful actions of members or guests ignoring the guidelines 
on Grace property would negatively impact this community of faith for decades to come. Please 
honor those who have sacrificed their attendance at family weddings, funerals, graduations, those 
who have missed being at the bedside of a loved one, those who have missed half a school year, or 
those who have lost four months of employment income. Please be sensitive to others in discerning 
how you will behave. This will not last forever. Let us err on the side of safety in planning events 
during this transitional Phase 3 and continue to encourage one another to gather in all the ways we 
can, until the day when this will all be behind us. God is with us in all the ways we are together, 
apart. Let us show unity with all who are suffering and alone, for by doing so we honor Christ in our 
midst. 

Stay Calm, Stay Connected, Stay the Course. 
Peace in Christ, 
Pastor Cindy 

o Sit in every other pew to maintain the proper physical distance,
o Limit worship to 50 participants and leaders,
o Provide volunteers for up to ten small services each weekend,
o Enter one door and exit another for one-way traffic flow,
o Worship without hymnals, Bibles and printed bulletins,
o Worship without live singing,
o Worship without passing the peace,
o Worship without passing the offering,
o Worship without greeting or fellowship?

These are considerations we wrestle with as we plan to progress beyond Phase 3. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Activities for children and youth will be online until in-person restrictions are lifted. 
Grace Parents’ Day Out program will follow the public school’s schedule. Please continue to check the 
website at peopleofgrace.org for updates and to stay connected. There are many activities to join! 

GRACE GARDENING/MAINTENANCE 
1. Outdoor gardening and maintenance is allowed as long as spatial distancing guidelines are

followed.
2. Indoor maintenance projects sponsored by our Trustees are being allowed following guidelines

for wearing masks, proper distancing, group size limit and reporting visits to the office.

NON-GRACE UMC GROUPS 
Groups sponsored by organizations other than Grace UMC will not be allowed to meet in the building 
during Phase 3. 



Parenting With Grace: A Zoom Conversation

On Sunday, May 17, Parenting With Grace 
hosted a live Zoom conversation with Dr. 
Lea Schweitz, Director of Youth Ministries of 
Yorkfield Presbyterian Church in Elmhurst. A 
trained theologian and active author, Dr. Schweitz 
encourages churches and families to incorporate 
the outdoors into their faith formation. Our 
Christian belief in God’s good and purposeful 
creation of the world, God’s incarnation in Jesus 
Christ, and Christ’s bodily resurrection all point 
to the importance of the created world in our 
understanding of God. And, of course, much of the 
Bible takes place outdoors!

With these key points in mind, Dr. Schweitz 
encouraged Parenting With Grace to take our faith 
formation outdoors: read the Bible together outside, 
pay special attention to the rhythms of nature and the “lilies of the field” (Mt. 6:28), dare to embrace the mess of dirt 
and grass stains in order to cultivate a posture or way of being that embraces God’s creation. One particularly intriguing 
suggestion: associate birthdays or baptismal anniversaries with seasonal plants, animals, or weather events. For example, a 
birthday in early June may be associated with the blooming lilacs or a baptism that took place in February may be marked 
with a celebratory snowfall or the appearance of dark-eyed Junco bird. This way of marking time is a wonderful, sacred 
alternative to how we normally measure the days, months, and years: school schedules, business reports, tax season, 
vacations, etc. This way of connecting nature with our faith is available to anyone, at any time, whether you live in inner-
city Chicago or the rural farmland of Western Illinois.

If you missed this wonderful conversation with Dr. Schweitz, you can watch and listen to the recording on YouTube. Just 
email Pastor Daniel for the private link (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org). Stay tuned for information from Stefanie 
Abderhalden, Bonnie Lewan, and Elizabeth Nicholson about upcoming events with Parenting With Grace.

Virtual Hamball: A Roaring Success!!!

We are excited to announce that the United Methodist Women's “Virtual Hamball Luncheon” was a huge success!!!  
Thanks to your generosity, we raised over $5,340, which is more than each of the four previous years.

Some of these gifts represent what members would have spent on luncheon supplies or the cost of tickets.  Others came 
from patrons who would have paid for a table of guests.  Some of the checks came from as far away as Alabama or  
Pennsylvania and others with notes telling of planning their vacation time around the luncheon to make sure they arrive 
home in time to attend. 

These were gifts from those who believe in the mission of United Methodist Women, to respond to the needs of women, 
youth, and children around the world and locally, and wanted to make sure that mission was not jeopardized. We are 
thankful for every gift. This event is truly beloved! 

Below are a couple of examples of where our United Methodist Women money goes both nationally and internationally:

The Big Garden in Omaha is just one of United Methodist Women’s National Mission Institutions that are adapting to 
meet the increasing needs created by the worldwide pandemic.  Instead of letting the educational gardens they have 
established at schools and other agencies lie fallow, the staff is now working these 30 plus gardens to provide much-
needed fresh produce for the emergency food system in their community.

“We found the need to shift our focus,” says Nathan Morgan, executive director of The Big Garden.  “The 30,000 seedlings 
we plant this year will now provide more than 10,000 pounds of food for our community’s homeless shelters and food 
pantries at this critical time.”

Through a grant from United Methodist Women, the women of the North Katanga Annual Conference in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo are transforming lives by teaching soap-making. Little did they know how timely this 
skill would be in this COVID-19 era. Not only are they using the soap in their homes, but they are distributing it to 
widows and orphans and even selling some. They are taking the process one step further and training other women in 
this skill.

Our unit also gives money to local agencies that meet the needs of the most vulnerable in our region. Click here to see the 
list of Missions supported by the United Methodist Women.

Virtual Summer Tea Party

United Methodist Women are excited 
to invite you to a Virtual Summer Tea 
Party on Tuesday, June 23 at 9:15 a.m.  

Our Summer Tea Party will feature 
a showcase of your favorite cup and 
a “Best Summer Hat” contest judged 
by those in attendance with a prize 
for the winner. So, break out your 
creativity and decorate your favorite 
garden, beach, baseball, or any other 
kind of hat you might wear!

We will have a chance to share, to see 
an inspirational video, to participate 
in devotions, and much more. 

Click here to get the Zoom instructions 
to join us by phone or video from 
wherever you are!

mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Parenting%20with%20Grace%20Youtube%20Link
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women-missions
https://www.peopleofgrace.org/united-methodist-women-missions
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/ZoomTeaPartyInstructions.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/ZoomTeaPartyInstructions.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/ZoomTeaPartyInstructions.pdf
https://cdn.peopleofgrace.org/documents/ZoomTeaPartyInstructions.pdf


Adult Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation at Grace UMC is firing on all cylinders! Almost all of our faith formation groups are meeting 
digitally each week (or even twice a week!) for fellowship and conversation during this pandemic time. Platforms such as 
Zoom and Google Meet allow us to see each other face-to-face while content sites like Amplify Media provide wonderful 
videos that we can watch together. Both “Hearts on Fire” and the “Portico Collective” recently read and watched The 
Passion Play by Pastor Rob Fuquay. The series takes us behind-the-scenes of the famous Passion Play that the townspeople 
of Oberammergau, Germany, have performed every 10 years for almost 400 years!

In addition to our weekly 
small-group meetings, there 
are several exciting faith 
formation opportunities ahead. 
Pastor Daniel will be leading 
a new 7-week Zoom study 
beginning on Thursday, July 
2, and ending on August 13. 
This study will use a new book 
and video series by famed 
professor Walter Brueggemann 
(Materiality as Resistance) 
that asks us to consider how 
we can change our personal 
habits and church practices 
to be better neighbors to one another. Looking closely at the importance of materiality in Christian belief and practice, 
Brueggemann will challenge us to think about how we use our resources to realize the Body of Christ in our homes and in 
our communities. Please email Pastor Daniel for more information or to sign up (daniel.cochran@peopleofgrace.org). 

Adult Faith Formation in September!

Then, beginning in September, Doug 
Bowden and Larry Hartman will guide 
us through a close reading of Cost of 
Discipleship, a very important and ever-
timely book by the Lutheran theologian 
and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Just as 
Brueggemann challenges us to follow 
Jesus, Bonhoeffer encourages us to ask: 
what does it mean to be a disciple today? 
Drawing upon the Sermon on the Mount, 
this book study aims to differentiate 
between the “cheap grace” that we bestow 
upon ourselves and the “costly grace” that 
demands sacrifice but bestows eternal 
life. Please email Pastor Doug for more 
information or to sign up (dbowden6@aol.com).

Also in September, Sandy Bray and Doug Bowden are offering two opportunities for you to embark on a Discipleship class 
exploring Jesus in the Gospels by Leander Keck and Nellie Moser. This in-depth, 30-week study is a commitment, but the 
reward is immense. What a wonderful way to grow in faith and build our “life together” at Grace UMC, diving deep into 
the sacred Gospels with the guidance of these two wonderful teachers and in the company of our Grace UMC family! 

The weekend of May 17 Grace church recognized 
our high school graduates with a new format for 
Senior Celebration! Videos were shared during 
our worship service and on our website, words of 
wisdom were shared by some of our current college 
students, and each high school senior received a 
yard sign that read “God Bless this Grad” (Grace 
United Methodist Church Youth Ministry) and a 
gift bag—personally delivered “ding dong ditch” 
style.

While a couple of the families were caught by 
surprise as they were out doing yard work, most 
responded a bit later in the day with such gracious 
appreciation and humbling gratitude. 

Sometimes in life, we think things can’t be done in a 
new way. Sometimes in life we question whether or 
not doing something is “worth it”.  Sometimes in life 
we wonder if what we do is noticed.

Following the senior celebration, I can confidently say: there is definitely MORE than ONE way to celebrate someone; 
every ounce of effort you put into showing someone you care is ALWAYS worth it; and to all of you, Grace Church, your 
generosity was definitely noticed, and received with great thanks and appreciation.  

Congratulations Graduates!
By: Gaye Lynn Loufek, Director of Youth Ministry

Congratulations to our 2020 Graduates, the Confirmation Classes of 
2012 and 2016.

Confirmation Class of 2012 Confirmation Class of 2016

mailto:daniel.cochran%40peopleofgrace.org?subject=Materiality%20as%20Resistance
mailto:dbowden6%40aol.com?subject=Cost%20of%20Discipleship


Come Out Swingin' Singin'!

Psalm 137 (The VOICE translation)

By the rivers of Babylon, we sat and wept when we thought of Zion, our home, so far away.
On the branches of the willow trees, we hung our harps and hid our hearts from the enemy.
And the men that surrounded us made demands that we clap our hands and sing—
Songs of joy from days gone by, songs from Zion, our home.
Such cruel men taunted us—haunted our memories.
How could we sing a song about the Eternal
in a land so foreign, while still tormented, brokenhearted, homesick? 
Please don’t make us sing this song.
O Jerusalem, even still, don’t escape my memory.
    I treasure you and your songs, even as I hide my harp from the enemy.
And if I can’t remember, may I never sing a song again
— may my hands never play well again—
For what use would it be if I don’t remember Jerusalem as my source of joy?

In this Psalm, we find God's people in cruel captivity. It seems that their captors knew that their songs were powerful, and 
they seem to demand that God's people sing for their entertainment, but the faithful were too disheartened to sing. Their 
songs were too full of joy to waste on their captors. But they seem to be struggling with the command to sing. It was their 
song that reminds them of who they were, and where their true home was.

Two great passions come to my mind as a music and worship leader as I read this Psalm. One is that in our captivity, even 
as we acknowledge how unreasonable it seems to be expected to sing songs that remind us of who we are, we must.  And 
the other is that when we are finally free again, we would never again take the song of God's people for granted.

These times we're in are beyond anything we could have imagined, so I'm going to dream some daring and challenging 
dreams. Here are a few things I will commit to doing while the captivity continues that I'm going to dare to ask you to 
consider. My apologies that many of these recommendations relate to being online. If you do not enjoy being online at all, 
I believe there are some principles and practices that you can translate to a hymn, a bible and some interesting books on 
the subject. 

Do These Things Now:

• Forget the idea that the song of God's people was ever entertainment or filler before the sermon.
• Sing at home. 
 o Sing with the hymns and songs included in online worship. 
 o Please don't skip them. They're not commercials or fillers to make the service long enough.  
 o Nobody cares if you're not a good singer. And if you're family does, ask them to read this. God cares that you  
 worship, not how well you sing with his people.
 o If it's helpful, find a devotional app that includes hymns or songs. I use one called "Prayer" from Mission St.  
 Clare. It will be too liturgical for some, but there are so many available, I think you can find one you like. 
• Visit and worship virtually with Christians around the world. 
• Listen to how many of the accompaniments help to draw the song out of the people (and even how some might not.)
• Watch congregations sing. When you see the ones who fully participate, notice how it makes you feel, and how it makes 
you wish you were there. You can explore this by clicking here to go to Grace UMC, Naperville YouTube Channel. Look at 
playlists and you will find choices of listening to hymns, praise songs, and more. As we stay very busy preparing worship 
each week, these lists are far from exhaustive, but it's a start. I'll try to continue to add and expand the diversity. 
• Enjoy the wonder of watching Christians sing in England, Wales, Australia, and in languages you don't know. Rejoice 
in the accents and styles of the American singers, from all regions, ethnic groups and denominations, from the low to the 
high, from white clapboard to marble and incense. Rejoice in God's omnipresence!
• Find comfort in the familiar songs and hymns that have sustained you in life so far.

• Open your heart and mind to the treasures of hymns and songs you don't know yet. Deprivation might teach us to 
approach each hymn with a new openness, inquisitiveness, and acceptance that some believed that this hymn said just what 
we needed to say on this particular day.
• Consider paying renewed attention to the text of a hymn. Hymns are really sacred poems. The tune is attached to support 
the actual hymn. Often realizing how inspiring the text is will help us move beyond our natural reaction to whether we 
already know the tune.
• Meditate on the idea of worship itself. It is not simply a presentation that one visits for an hour on Sunday. It is a verb. 
(Actually a few verbs in the biblical language... the work of the people, prostrating oneself before God in humility, intimacy 
rather like a kiss... these are all translations of the Bible's words for worship. None of them suggest that worship is passive, 
and many of them refer directly to singing, along with "hearing, marking, learning and inwardly digesting" God's word as 
taught by our pastors and our pastoral musicians.)

So That When We Return:

• Our song of worship will be revitalized, treasured, and anointed by the presence of the Holy Spirit.
• Men: I'm talking to you. I'm a man. I'm an introvert. It's time to open your hymnal and sing. Good, bad, or in between. 
Sing, Men! You are a significant part of the witness in our worship. Children are watching. Faith-seekers are watching. A 
word of tough love: worship is both duty and delight. If your family makes fun of your voice, please introduce them to me. 
I'll have your back. I know, some kids are embarrassed when their parents sing in church. This is one of those times when 
we have to decide who we are and what we stand for.
• We will be known as "that church that sings!"
• We will be more grateful than ever before for every note we are privileged to sing together.
• We will be eager to embrace that hymn or song that someone else loves that you don't know yet. This is an expression of 
the Christian Community.
• We will regain the rightful reputation that United Methodists are a singing people!

Be encouraged by a brief closing anecdote. In our first six weeks of interim organists, we were led by an extraordinary 
musician who is a primary substitute in some of the most musically esteemed churches in all the region. His comment 
to me - time after time - was "I can't believe how your congregation sings! I just love playing hymns for them! No other 
place I play sings like this!"  So we've got a solid foundation. Be inspired and challenged to return having grown in our 
understanding of what it is to worship in spirit and truth. To bring all that we are to every moment in which we are 
gathered. Until then, we worship  - and SING - with all the Saints here on earth and with those in the eternal presence of 
God.  

Let's Come Out Swingin' Singin'! 

By: Dan Wagner, Director of Music Ministry

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpCpzxXgEYSSXtPaK7WWgg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKpCpzxXgEYSSXtPaK7WWgg



