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What does leadership in the church look like? Consider the leadership style of Jesus: 

Jesus was willing to invest in people, especially those others would have dismissed.
Consider the disciples ... they were ‘nobodies’ in the first-century world. 

Jesus released responsibility and ownership in a ministry. 
No micromanaging.

Jesus didn’t lead alone.
He relied on a smaller group to support him and to hold him accountable. 

Jesus practiced servant leadership
Even washing the disciples’ feet.

Jesus was laser-focused on God’s vision.
Jesus handled distractions with grace.
Jesus practiced self-care, often slipping away to spend time with God.
Jesus was not afraid to ask for a commitment from others, knowing that’s how faith is built.
Jesus cared more about people than about rules and regulations.
Jesus celebrated success in ministry,

And knew there were times to just relax and enjoy one another’s company.
Jesus finished well.

There is always a time to step aside and give over the reins to another.*

If you are willing to work toward embodying these qualities of a leader, we need you at Grace UMC! 

Leaders serve three-year terms on the administrative teams of Church Council, Staff Parish Relations Committee, Trustees, 
and Lay Development. New terms begin July 1.  If you are interested in serving, we ask that you fill out the leadership 
interest form (located in the Church Office) to indicate your experience and your vision for Grace UMC. We take 
leadership seriously!   

*Principles from Ron Edmondson, www.mustardseedministry.com

Leading in God’s Church

New leadership opportunity for those under 40!
Tony Morgan: DESIGNED TO HELP YOU LEAD

Pastor Daniel and Pastor Cindy will lead a group of up and coming leaders at Grace UMC 
through a brand-new course produced by the author of the Unstuck Church, Tony 
Morgan!  The content of the course is listed below.  Much of the course is online but 
would include meeting at least 6 times over the summer, to be determined by the 
availability of participants. If you are interested in being part of this new venture to explore 
leadership in the church, please fill out the application and return it to Pastor Cindy. The 
fee for the course will be covered for those accepted!  

The content will help you remove the barriers to church health and growth by equipping you, as a leader, to lead an unstuck 
church. Through this course you will gain the ability to help your church:

• Find clarity around mission, vision, values and strategy • Develop a Senior Leadership Team that works
• Grow by expanding the “front door” • Learn how to staff for growth
• Learn the best ways to close the “back door” • Clarify roles for the board & staff
• Discover practical ways to enhance weekend services • Improve communications at your church
• Build a plan to develop more leaders • Learn how to establish healthier finances
• Learn to build teams & increase volunteer engagement • Build tools to monitor health & growth

By Rev. Cindy Marino 



Treble TikesSide X Side 2018 
Summer Pre-K Music Exploration 
Classes Begin May 31!

Treble Tikes, Grace's newest 
fabulously fun Pre-K (ages 3- 5 
years) children's music ministry 
offering, welcomes summer 
with parent/child classes at 1 
p.m. on Thursdays. Based on a 
Musikgarten curriculum, and taught by a 
certified instructor, our classes are packed with singing, lots 
of movement, and exploration of the world around us! (We 
plan to spend a good bit of our class-time outdoors this 
session!) Put down the handhelds and let's spend a little 
time exploring God's creation and watch it naturally spill 
into a musical celebration! 

Classes will meet to coincide with PDO summer sessions, 
but all are welcome! The class is offered free as an extension 
of the Children's Music Ministry. Come, make some new 
summer friends!

Classes meet on Thursdays at 1 p.m. at Grace UMC! 
Summer class dates are: May 31, June 7, 14, 21 and 
July 12, 19. Class size is limited. Register NOW! (www.
peopleofgrace.org/registration) Contact Lynn Leitzen 
(lynn.leitzen@peopleofgrace.org) for more information.

Youth Summer Missions is so 
grateful to our Grace UMC 
family for your continued 
support!  As in the past, we 
continue to have various ways for 
our congregation to participate 
in our mission trip: prayer shawl 
ministry, monetary donations, 
fundraising support, prayer 
partners, and cookies, to name a 
few.  

Additionally, this year we have the opportunity to teach/
learn life skills, serve the community of Birmingham, 
AL, and serve each other.  We will be preparing our own 
lunches each day and are inviting our cookie bakers to 
continue baking, but also inviting others to donate items 
needed for brown bag lunches.  

Below is a list of needed items:

Small individual bags of chips (200 bags needed) 
Small individual bags of pretzels (100 bags needed) 
Granola Bars (200 bars needed) 
Individually packaged cookies  
Individually packaged snacks (Goldfish, cheese crackers, etc.)
Individually packaged fruit snacks (150 packages needed) 
Home baked cookies (1200 cookies) 
Purchased cookies 
Ziploc plastic bags in one-gallon and one-quart sizes

Non-perishable items may be dropped off in the church 
kitchen in the tub provided beginning May 14 to the 
attention of Side x Side. Home baked cookies and snacks 
may be dropped off beginning Tuesday, June 5.  All items 
must be received no later than Friday, June 8, at 3 p.m. 
Contact Kim Blair (kblair812@gmail.com) to donate or for 
further information.

Orange envelopes, found in your pew, may be used for 
monetary donations for any of the opportunities listed, or 
with the word “Lunches” written on the front for a specific 
donation to this request. Thank you for traveling with us 
this summer!

Do you like photography?  Do you like adventure?  Are 
you being called to step out of your box and try some-
thing new this summer? Hope @ Home is in need of a 
photographer for July 17-19 (slideshow is July 29).  Those 
interested in serving in this photographer position must 
be at least 17 years old for Hope @ Home.  Contact Gaye 
Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) or 
(630-355-1748, Ext. 3234).

Hope @ Home Photographer Needed! 

Summer OPEN G.Y.M 
All youth grades 6th-12th (in fall 2018) are invited to 
participate in Summer OPEN G.Y.M. Field Trips/Activities. 

Registration forms may be found (www.peopleofgrace.
org/youth-ministry) or outside the Youth Office on the 
white bookcase. Deadline to register with payment is no 
later than Sunday, June 10. Scholarships are available. 
Chaperones/drivers are needed. 

Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@
peopleofgrace.org) with questions or for more information.

Goodbye and Thank You! 

Friends and Members of Grace 
UMC: Naperville,

It was announced that, 
beginning July 1, I will be 
joining the Barrington UMC 
staff as associate pastor. I 
am grateful to all who have 
supported and partnered with 
me in ministry across these past 
four years.

Together, we transmit millions of digital messages of love 
and hope -- a feat that would have taken more than 100 
years of in-building ministry to accomplish. The good news 
is this will continue well into the future. Because, thanks 
to the generosity of so many, Portico Collective is its own 
501(c)(3) entity with contributors and participants who 
span 18 nations. Thank you for making a dream come true.

Even more so, however, I am humbled by the opportunities 
I was given to be your pastor: to lead during transition, to 
step into gaps, to be trusted to hold things together; to be a 
generalist and a specialist. Thank you for inviting me into 
your sacred moments. Thank you for allowing me to hold, 
teach, and guide your children. Thank you for telling me 
your stories of challenge and hope. Thank you for being 
patient with me ... for showing me grace. It has been a joy. 
If you'd like to catch up between now and June 10 (my final 
Sunday in Naperville) let's schedule time soon, as these 
next few weeks will go quickly.

Finally, a thank you to my partner, Emily, and daughter, 
LKJ. Thank you for dealing with all the schedule bits that go 
with this job and for my not always being physically (and 
emotionally) present when you need me to be. I've learned 
a lot this go-round, which I believe will help me do next 
one a little better.

People of Grace, may what remains of our time together be 
rooted in love, and may our future be found in the unity of 
peace.

Side X Side 2018 Slideshow 

By Pastor Matthew Johnson

Come gather and celebrate with the 
Side x Side 2018 team on Sunday, June 
24, at 7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Learn more about our amazing trip 
through our slideshow and personal 
testimonies. All are welcome!

Contact Gaye Lynn Loufek 
(gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org 
for more information. 

Extreme Youth Event! 
Save the Date! All 
youth, grades 6th-12th (in 
the fall 2018), are invited to 
our Extreme Youth Event, 
Saturday, July 28, 6 p.m. - 10 
p.m. in the lower parking lot. 
Many chaperones/volunteers 
are needed. Contact Gaye 
Lynn Loufek (gayelynn.loufek@peopleofgrace.org) to 
volunteer or for more information.

Church Directory Photography! 
It's time for a new 
Church Directory ...  
Simply Sign up and Smile! 

All you have to do is sign up at 
www.peopleofgrace.org/
photography or drop by the table 
in the Narthex on Sundays between 
services. 

Each family receives a professional photography session, 
a complimentary 8 X 10 photograph, and a free directory 
just for participating. Pets are welcome! It is truly that easy 
to preserve your memories! 

"Our Favorite Rings" Handbell Concert 
Join us on Sunday, June 3, at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary to 
experience handbells in ways you never imagined! 

Did you know that handbells can also sing? Have you 
ever seen a bell tree? What exactly is 4-in-hand? Have 
you heard bells accompany a saxophone? You won’t want 
to miss the wide variety of sounds or the amazing things 
that can be done with bells. 

This concert will feature ringers of all ages, from 
4th grade through adult, with a wide range of pieces 
including joint bell choirs, solo performers, and small 
ensembles. You won’t want to miss seeing, watching, and 
hearing these great performers. Contact Church Office 
(630-355-1748) for more information.



Congratulations to our Grads! 

 Confirmation 
Class of  

2018!

 Senior 
Class                 

of 2018! 

College 
Graduates 

of 2018 !  



Vacation Bible School 2018 
Rolling River Rampage Vacation Bible School, June 25-29, is almost here! 
Sessions are Monday-Friday from 9 a.m. -11:45 a.m. each day and registration 
is required for all children age 3 years old through entering 5th grade. Register 
now! (www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs) Registration closes on June 18 or when 
capacity has been met, which ever happens first! NO late registrations or 
walk-ins will be accepted. Thank you for registering early!  Also please join 
the United Methodist Women as they host the VBS Fun Night on Thursday 
June 28 from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m.  A hot dog meal will be served along with 
entertainment for the children!  ALL are welcome! 

What a blessing it is to serve such amazing children. During the year, we have 
short one-hour snippets to be a part of the faith formation of the children of 
Grace. During VBS week, we have the unique opportunity to share the gospel for almost 15 hours in one week! This is a fun 
filled week of Bible stories, crafts, recreation time, music and reflection. This may also be the ONLY week that many children 
from our community get to come to hear about Jesus. 

Our biggest challenge is that if we do not have enough volunteers, we will need to cap the registration numbers and turn 
children away. We do not want to do that. We would rather welcome everyone in and share the gospel of Jesus Christ. We invite 
you to prayerfully consider serving this year! Come and share what God has given you. We are so thankful for all you do already 
to support the Children’s Faith Formation at Grace. We welcome individuals, adult classes who may want to serve together, small 
groups, affinity groups, and anyone who has a passion and desire to serve children and have fun while doing it. Please see where 
we need the support of Grace and friends below.

Currently, we need the following support: 

    1.   10 Nursery childcare volunteers (plan with a friend so you      
           can serve together) 3 per day 

    2.   6 Preschool Teachers (we need 4 commitments as soon as   
          possible)

    3.   6 Elementary teachers (we need 6 commitments as soon as  
                     possible) 

    4.   1 Photographer/Videographer (we need memories captured  
           and a 3-5 minute photo presentation created) 

Adults register at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-adults 

Apprentices/Teens register at www.peopleofgrace.org/vbs-kids-teens

We also need the following items (clearly labeled) to use as props the week of VBS. We prefer that these items be delivered 
between June 1 and June 21.

    1.   8- Adult size camp chairs 

    2.   3 - 5 foot and/or 7 foot tall fake trees (like easy to assemble Christmas trees) 

Thank you for being a part of this wonderful week. If you have questions, please contact Betsy Koepnick  (betsykoepnick@gmail.
com) or Chamus Burnside-Savazzini (chamus@peopleofgrace.org) or (630-355-1748 Ext 3241).


