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   Grace Church assembled in 
force to thank retiring Christian 
Education Director Margaret 
Harrison on Sunday, May 22. 
   The festivities began at the end 
of the 11 a.m. worship service, 
where Margaret was presented 
with a sign crafted by Children’s 
Church attendees, and received 
hugs from all the graduating high 
school seniors who were being 
recognized that morning. The 
celebration then moved to the 
Activity Center, where a very large 
crowd gathered for a luncheon and 
program that lasted well into the 
afternoon.
   The Grace Library Committee 
created an “alphabet book” of 
the gifts that Margaret shared 
throughout her two-decade tenure. 
The A to Z compendium included 
“F is for Faithful and Focused” and 
“T is for Teaches with Enthusiasm.”
   Many of Margret’s family 
members were also in attendance 
including her son Michael, who 
spoke with great admiration for 
the example his mother set for him 
through her work. This sentiment 
was echoed by many others — 
even a few who couldn’t be present.
   “We had so many good times 
planning events,”  Judy Rueup 
shared from Florida. “I especially 
enjoyed the ‘mini’ vacation bible 
school sessions with the young 
children. It was so rewarding to 

Margaret Harrison enjoys a variety of treats 
from her retirement party dessert table on 
May 22. She served on staff for more than 
20 years.

Members from Grace’s many children’s choirs honor Margaret 
with renditions of “To Be A Child of God” and “I’m Gonna Sing.”

see their faces light up during the 
times we read stories to them, 
assisted them with their crafts and 
other activities.”
   Mike Hickok, Grace associate 
pastor from 1995 to 2001, 
remembered the way Margaret 
inspired his daughter with love 
and generosity.
   “She found what hundreds of 
kids have known throughout your 
ministry: a leader who accepted 
everyone and had a passion for 
sharing the love of Jesus,” he 
shared in a letter read to the 
gathering by Administrative 
Pastor and program emcee 
Tammy Scott.
   Margaret will remain an active 
member of the Grace Church 
community, and plans to spend 
her retirement by enjoying more 
time with family, 
especially her 
grandsons. 
SPRC has hired 
long-time 
member Missy 
Hoekstra-
Hecht to serve 
as interim 
Children’s 
Ministry 
Coordinator 
while it looks 
at long-term 
options (see 
inside for more).

Overflow Crowd Gathers to Celebrate her 20-plus Years of Ministry At Grace

Margaret Harrison Receives Outpouring of Thanks

  Register now for the 2016 “Surf 
Shack” Vacation Bible School at Grace 
Church! Surf Shack VBS is a unique 
opportunity for children aged 3 through 
the completion of 4th grade to get to 
know God through age-appropriate 
Bible stories and activities, including 
crafts, music, games, drama, and more. 
Outside and indoor exploration is part 
of the fun, along with new friends and, 
of course, healthy snacks! Children 
learn about serving others, too, as the 
VBS experience includes a mission 
opportunity to bring in school supplies 
and other items for children in need. 
VBS at Grace ensures that children of 
Grace and the community will be in a 
safe, fun environment, led by adults and 
teenage apprentices.

July 18 to July 22 (M-F) • 9-11:45 a.m.
Register at www.peopleofgrace.org/vacation-bible-school



   Your church needs you to serve on an administrative committee to 
help Grace accomplish its ministry and mission. You can you lead Grace 
Church to be responsive to changing needs in the congregation so that, 
as a church, we can respond to needs in the community. 
   This can be accomplished together: breaking down big jobs into 
smaller chunks, teaming up in leadership roles, fewer on-site meetings, 
and better use of technology. The face-to-face time is reserved for work 
that engages our spirit — like getting to know God and one another 
better, serving in ways that fill us, help others, and teach our children. 
You can help Grace Church as it continues to become a place where 
families and friendships grow. 
   For more information on any of the listed openings, contact Pastor 
Cindy (Cindy.Marino@peopleofgrace.org).

Finance Committee 
• 4 Seats Open, term runs July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019
This group develops and administers a coordinated plan of fiscal and 
administrative policies and procedures for the church. It oversees the 
financial health, the annual audit, provides financial direction; and 
communicates the church’s financial condition to the Church Council.

Lay Development Committee 
• 6 Seats Open, term runs July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019
The charge of this group is to identify, develop, deploy, evaluate, 
and monitor Christian spiritual leadership for the local congregation. 
Members of the committee engage in and are attentive to developing 
and enhancing their own Christian spiritual life in light of the mission 
of the Church. In conducting its work, the committee shall engage in 
biblical and theological reflections on the mission of the church, the 
primary task, and ministries of the local church. It provides a means of 
identifying the spiritual gifts and abilities of the membership.

Staff-Parish Committee
• 4 Seats Open, term runs July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019
The Staff Parish Committee acts as a liaison between the congregation 
and its staff and clergy. The committee sets employment policy, 
guides the work of the management team and works to ensure that 
Grace Church is a fulfilling place to work. Meetings are usually held 
as needed. Members of this committee cannot be related to a Grace 
Church staff member.

Board of Trustees 
• 2 Seats Open, term runs July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019
This Board is charged with the care and maintenance of church 
property — real, personal and intellectual — and holds the title to the 
church's property, buildings and equipment ‘in trust’ for the Annual 
Conference. Trustees must be at least 18 years of age. Key items 
include establishing policies and practices regarding church property.

Leaders Needed for Admin Teams
Help Shape Grace’s Future, Direction

Church and Society is 
planting and maintaining 
the vegetable garden on 
the southeast side of the 
building. The yield is offered 
for voluntary donations, 
which are then sent to Loaves 
& Fishes. They meet on 
Tuesdays, about every other 
month, and welcome your 
help. Interested members 
should email Jaci Tschirhart at 
green.tschirhart@gmail.com.

Stephen Ministry, Grace’s 
confidential listening ministry, 
meets with individuals who 
are experiencing difficult life 
transitions. This Fall they are 
beginning a new training class 
and are looking for caring 
people who would like to 
come alongside someone 
facing a challenge. For more 
information, contact Danielle 
Keethler at (630) 842-9155.

The Health and Wellness 
Committee hosts three Blood 
Drives per year —the next 
of which is Monday, June 6, 
from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m.  You 
may make an appointment to 
sign up at www.heartlandbc.
org. Committee help is 
appreciated and all are 
welcome. Contact Barb 
McCarthy at s-bmccarthy@
sbcglobal.net for more 
information.

The Worship Audio-Visual 
Team is planning a summer 
training event for current and 
prospective team members. If 
you would like to participate, 
or learn more about this vital 
team, contact Mike Coffey at  
mcoffey01@gmail.com.

Committee 
Happenings

by Harold Workman
The Chiveis Trilogy by Bryan M. 
Litfin are great Christian novels for 
men, and available to be checked 
out from the Grace Church library.

In The Sword, 
Theologian 
and scholar 
Bryan Litfin has 
accomplished a 
rare feat — he 
has fashioned 
a land and 
time unique 
to any reader’s 
experience. 
Ever wonder about a world with 
an ‘almost-absence’ of God? Here 
is a tale of the endurance of God’s 
amazing love — even to a distant 
remnant.

The second book, The Gift, is a 
powerfully written story about 
forgiveness and a desire to know 
the truth, no matter the cost. It’s 
impossible to read this book and 
not develop a greater appreciation 
for the Scriptures and a deeper 
understanding of the Christian faith.

In the final book, The Kingdom, 
Litfin combines his vivid 
imagination with his knowledge 
of theology, history, literature, 
geography, ancient languages, 
— even apothecary — to give 
us a marvelous book about ‘a 
mysterious book. In the darkness 
of Chiveis, where hope is a rare 
commodity, some dare to believe 
the promises of the sacred text. 
The adventure that follows not 
only grips your imagination; it also 
enriches your faith.

Library: Litfin’s 
Chiveis Trilogy 
Now Available

   Grace Church’s Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee (SPRC) has hired Missy 
Hoekstra-Hecht to serve as the Interim 
Director of Children’s Ministry. A graduate 
of North Central College, Missy has 
previously served as a professional 
educator, and managed Women At Risk 
International’s WARChest Boutique in 
Naperville’s downtown. She has been a 
part of the Grace Church community for 27 
years.
   “Missy has a love for children and Grace 

Church, and will bring a fresh perspective to leading children in their 
faith,” Senior Pastor Cindy Marino said of the hiring.
   Missy will serve in the position through the summer. She takes over 
for Margaret Harrison, whose retirement was effective June 1. The 
SPRC continues its search for a director of faith formation, who will be 
tasked with equipping and supporting Grace’s children, youth, and 
inter-generational ministries.
   For more information on the hire and Grace’s goal of “establishing 
a world-class Sunday School program,” contact Pastor Cindy (Cindy.
Marino@peopleofgrace.org), Vision Team co-chair John Bodine 
(jbodine519@gmail.com), or SPRC Chair Robin Schmuckal (Robin.
Schmuckal@gmail.com).

Interim Children’s Ed Director Hired

Parsonage Open House — It's been about four months since we 
moved into the new parsonage at 913 E. Bailey Rd. I cannot begin to 
express how wonderful this has been for our family. Before this house 
became our home, it had quite a makeover. With the landscape now 
complete, we would love to invite you to come and see our home 
during an Open House on Sunday July 10th from 1-4pm. 

— Pastor Tammy


