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Eagle Scout Project 
Beautifies Grace 
With the help of several volunteers, 
Christopher Blair has created another 
beautiful spot at Grace.  Here are 
grateful thanks from Christopher  
(we thank him, too!): 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

I would like to thank everyone who came 
out to help me with my Eagle Project on 
Saturday, May 24.  You can see the area 
on the side of the church.  We built a  
retaining wall, planted a tree, bushes, and 
added a bench and plaque from the 2012 
confirmation class in honor of Youth  
Director Gaye Lynn Loufek and Pastor Lisa 
Telomen.  It was a lot of hard work, but 
with everyone’s help, it got done. 
 

Thanks again, 
 

 
Christopher 
Blair 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church June 2014 

On July 1, Administrative Pastor Lisa Telo-
men will begin a new journey as lead pas-
tor of LaGrange First UMC and end a 
nine-year tenure of faithful service at 
Grace.  Here, she shares with us her final 
“Linking Up to Grace” column.  This editor 
has often teased Pastor Lisa that her col-
umns are too long and require editing for 
space.  This time, it’s all here, every word! 
 

 

 
Read I Thessalonians 5: 12-28 
 

What a wonderful closing to the apostle 
Paul’s first letter to the congregation at 
Thessalonica!  It seems a fitting way to 
close my ministry with you, the wonder-
ful people of Grace, as well.   
 

I have been privileged to oversee and 
encourage much of the program minis-
tries of Grace, and I have been so im-
pressed with our staff leadership and the 
leadership of our members who guide, 
direct and inspire many of our programs.  
You are awesome leaders here at Grace 
and many of you in the community as 
well!  I encourage you to continue to 
support one another in these labors of 
love...to rebuild Aurora, sing and ring at 
Grace and in the community, feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick, 
and teach the children, here and around 
the world!  Continue to dream of new 
ways to reach those on the margins of 
our society so that the love of God and 
Christ become ever more apparent to 
those who have not, or are not, feeling it.   
Respect your leaders, and encourage 
them in their work, support them and 
work with them to accomplish these 
ministries of Christ here and around the 
world! 
 

Be at peace among yourselves – you are 
your very best friends and resources! 
Encourage the faint-hearted, help the 
weak and discouraged, be patient with 
one another.  Open your hearts to each 
other and listen to one another’s cares 

and struggles so that you can better bear 
one another’s burdens and lift each other 
up.  By supporting one another, you can 
build each other up to become the lead-
ers and witnesses God calls each of us to 
be in the world!  
 

Remind each other that we can rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing and give 
thanks in all circumstances, for our God 
is with us, providing help and blessings in 
all circumstances, through the love of 
community and the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  We can help each other to see 
and feel these blessings as we pray for 
and with each other, as we give thanks 
and rejoice in God’s presence together.  
And while we may be apart in body, we 
are united through the Holy Spirit as we 
pray and lift up our God and our thanks 
for his blessings each day. 
 

Do not quench the Spirit:  always be 
open to see and hear how God is work-
ing in our world.  Test everything, and 
hold fast to what is good; reject what is 
evil.  Let the wisdom of the community 
speak to where God is calling the body 
to witness and minister in the world.   
As Grace continues to reach out in the 
community and world, to reach young 
adults and the unchurched, the challenge 
is to find means of communication that 
will reach the hearts and hands of new 
people in ways that they will see and 
hear and find compelling.  Do not quench 
the Spirit as God guides you—be open  
to the new things God is doing to reach 
people in this new age! 
 

May the God of peace sanctify you  
entirely, may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound…greet each other 
with a holy kiss…pray for us…and may 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you.  Our family will continue to 
hold you in our hearts and prayers, giving 
thanks to God for you and praying for 
your welfare and your ministry.  Please 
continue to pray for us, that God will 
continue to bless our health and our 
ministry, so that the love of God will 

abound to ever 
more persons in 
this world through 
us! And may the 
grace of Christ be 
with us all, that 
we may know God’s love, forgiveness, 
and peace all of our days.   
 

So grateful to have shared the journey of 
faith with you!  Hugs, 
 

 
 

 
All Invited to  

 Luncheon in Honor of 
Pastor Lisa and 

Her Family 
All are welcome to a luncheon 

celebrating Pastor Lisa’s ministry 
on Sunday, June 22, 12:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall.  Tickets are $10 

per person/$5 for children  
6-12/FREE for children 5 and  

under/$25 max. per family, on sale 
in the Activity Center on June 8.   
If this newsletter reaches you  

after June 8 and you would like to  
attend the luncheon, please con-
tact Trudy Andsager at 630-904-

0819 or tandsager@aol.com.   
 

Q&A WITH PASTOR LISA! 

Grace Bids Farewell to Beloved Pastor Lisa Telomen 

By Pastor  
Lisa Telomen 
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Pastor’s Journal   Transitions at Grace  

 

This summer will be a time of several transitions at Grace!  Pastor Lisa will be leaving us to begin her 
new ministry as lead pastor of LaGrange First United Methodist Church.  In her wake, the Rev.  
Tammy Biltgen will be taking over her leadership role.  You met Tammy in the last newsletter. 
 

Additionally this summer, Grace will be taking on a new challenge under the leadership of the Rev. 
Matthew Johnson.  He is especially skilled at developing ministries with “20 and 30 somethings” in the 

community through the development of small groups via social media.  Pastor Matthew will come to Grace to further our 
connection with this age group in the Naperville area.  He wants to meet and connect with 1,000 new young adults in 
our area each year.  We are recruiting a leadership team to support and guide this new and exciting effort to share the 
Gospel of Christ. 
 

Perhaps the biggest transition will be Pastor Bill Bryan’s “second” retirement from pastoral ministry.  Pastor Bill has  
offered pastoral care for countless families at Grace since he came back on staff as a retired pastor in 1999.  Over the 
past 15 years, he has developed prayer ministries, cared for the sick, counseled the bereaved, officiated at weddings and 
funerals, led worship, and opened the Bible for many in Disciple and Christian Believer classes.   From 1968 to 1972,  
Pastor Bill was the associate pastor at Grace with Pastor Grant Graver during the time Grace built the first part of the 
current building and moved from downtown Naperville to our current site.  Few people have had the impact of Pastor 
Bill and his wife, Erma, in the life of this church.  Pastor Bill’s wit and wisdom have helped Grace have a vision for God’s 
future and the humor to get through the tough times together.   
         Grace and Peace,    

Will you whistle 
while you work at 
your new job? 
Absolutely!  This is 
something I do 
which is inspired 

and empowered by the Holy Spirit, even 
without my knowledge sometimes, and 
is most often spiritual songs! 
 

What makes your heart soar with joy? 
Music!  Nature!  Water!  My husband, 
children, pets...my church family, Bible 
or book studies with others...service pro-
jects with people...talking and playing 
with children. 
 

What drives you bananas? 
When people refuse to believe that God 
can work in new ways...when people 
deliberately deny the leadership of chil-
dren, young people, people different 
from them...when people trash the envi-
ronment or refuse to protect crea-
tion...when people say terrible, prejudi-
cial things about others. 
 

What will you miss most about 
Grace? 
Sharing in ministry with all you wonder-
ful people!  The staff, project leaders, 

those who’ve participated in our various 
ministries, studies, and missions, both 
here at Grace and around the world.  
You are all phenomenal people of Grace 
who have taught me so much and loved 
me so well.  God is working powerfully 
through you all!  I will also miss our 
beautiful grounds.  We are so blessed to 
have this beautiful property. 
 

What is the craziest thing that hap-
pened during your time at Grace? 
Baptizing Pastor Don in my car on the 
way to a staff retreat...whistling 
“Amazing Grace” with Pastor Carol at an 
Annual Conference at the Bishop’s (at 
Harriet McCabe’s request)...becoming a 
stand-up comedienne at “Celebrate the 
Season.” 
 

What are you most looking forward to 
at your new job? 
I am looking forward to becoming a 
team with my new staff and with new 
leaders there and being able to help 
them develop ministries and missions 
that continue to transform our world into 
the beautiful home God intends it to be 
for all people.  My new church is about 
half the size of Grace, but they already 

have some awesome ministries in place 
that will be fun to join.  I am full of won-
derful ideas from my tenure at Grace 
that we can explore together. 
 

What will you miss most about  
Naperville? 
The Riverwalk and trails...the remarka-
ble people of all faiths who have been 
my colleagues and mentors...Grace 
UMC people. 
 

Will you keep your new staff supplied 
with lots of chocolate? 
Well, I don’t know about lots, but there 
will be a steady supply of dark chocolate 
at least—especially in the afternoons, 
when our energy tends to wane! 
 

What do you want the people of 
Grace to think of when they think of 
you? 
How much I love them! 
 

If heaven exists (and you know it 
does!), what would you like to hear 
God say when you arrive? 
“Hey, everyone, let’s welcome our new-
est family member!  We’re so glad you 
are here!  Come...have some choco-
late!” 

Q&A With Pastor Lisa 
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Vacation Bible School 
 

July 14-18 - “Workshop of Wonders”! 
Build faith and friendships at our "Workshop of Wonders"  
Vacation Bible School this summer, July 14-18, 9:00-
11:30am at Grace!  Download, print out, and turn in the 
registration forms found at www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
vacation_bible_school; in the information racks outside the 
church office; or at the welcome desk.  Vacation Bible 

School is open to children aged two through the completion of 4th grade.  Many 
adults, apprentices and teen helpers are needed, too!  Child care is available for 
adult helpers.  Register your child today! 

Mini-VBS:  Celebrate Good Times  -  C’mon ! 
 

Wednesdays:  June 18 & 25, July 2 & 23, August 6 & 13 - 9:30-11:00 a.m. 
Stories, music, games, and crafts for children K-4th grade!  Contact Margaret  
Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 3241, or gumcstory@peopleofgrace.org.   

From Our United Methodist Women... 
• Our annual Hamball Luncheon on April 25 raised 
over $3,166 for UMW local, national and global mis-
sions.  Thank you to all who helped prepare food, 
serve, clean up, and to all who attended! 
• At our May 6 UMW General Meeting, our Grace 
Quilters presented Pastor Lisa Telomen with a stole 
(pictured left and below).  Each member of our 
Grace Quilters Guild made a block, and Darlene 
Schille sewed the stole together.   
• On Tuesday, June 17, all women are invited to a 
special UMW Summer Coffee in the home of JoAnn  
Stuart, 9:30-11:30 a.m.  This free event includes 
fellowship, refreshments, and engaging information 
about how God is using the UMW locally and around 
the world.   
We look forward 
to seeing many  
familiar and 
new faces!  
Please bring a 
friend... 
everyone is 
guaranteed to 

have a wonderful time!   
• UMW is in need of a Craft Group Leader(s) 
to organize our annual Mistletoe Market-
place holiday bazaar in November.  Please 
contact Chris St. John at 630-548-5737 or 
cstjohn@wowway.com. 

CASUAL WORSHIP SERVICES for “Feed the Need”: June 15, July 20, 
August 17.  Awareness wristbands and t-shirts for sale in the  
Activity Center beginning June 7! 
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By Angela McCurdy 
 

Her story (Genesis 34) 
is disturbing, unsettling; 
and it is largely forgot-

ten. Disciple I skips over it. Dinah, and any children she 
may have bore, are not mentioned 
again in the Bible. Her story begins and 
ends here. It seems small, inconsequen-
tial, yet another instance of just how 
foreign the world of the biblical patri-
archs is to our own. In The Red Tent, 
Anita Diamant imagines Dinah’s story 
as Dinah might tell it herself. She also 
explores another deeply interesting 
question—what did it mean to live as a 

Jew before the giving of the Mosaic 
Law? We tend to think of ancient Juda-
ism as defined by the Law, but there 
were many generations between Abra-
ham and Moses. Sandra Hack Polaski, 
associate professor of New Testament 
at Baptist Theological Seminary in Rich-
mond, Virginia, provides a context for 
Diamant’s richly imagined retelling of 
Dinah’s story in Inside the Red Tent. 

She discusses Diamant’s narrative, Dinah’s legacy in Mid-
rash, and the lives of women in the time of Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

Grace Library Offers Classic Tale Of the Bible’s Forgotten Woman 

On May 14-16, LuRay and I attended 
the Global Partnership Summit at The 
Church of the Resurrection in Lea-
wood, Kansas.  This meeting brought 
together the IMT (In Mission Togeth-
er) Partnership Coordinators who 
oversee and assist with the partner-
ship arrangements between United 
Methodist Churches here and abroad.   
 

The purpose of this meeting was to 
formulate background guidelines for 
having healthy and productive partner-
ships.  These guidelines were docu-
mented as a “50/50 Covenant” and 
“Five Core Values.”  The core values 
are valuable for Grace UMC in our 
international missions as well as our 
local mission efforts.   
 

The five core values are: 
 

• Church Planting 
• Spiritual Formation 
• Community Development 
• Community Through Social  

Networking 
• Prevent Dependency,  

Promote Self-Sufficiency 
 

We spent time with the Eurasia Bish-
op Eduard Khegay and the Eurasia  
Coordinator Mel Munchinsky, discuss-
ing partnerships in Russia.   
 

The meeting was organized to involve 
churches from around the world.  
Every morning at 8:00 a.m. was wor-
ship, which included an active partici-
pation in the service via the Internet of 
congregations in Honduras (7:00 a.m. 

their time), Malawi (3:00 p.m. their 
time), Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan 
(7:00 p.m. their time).   
 

We will continue to communicate 
with several Eurasia pastors in the 
forthcoming year, and we plan on  
exchanging ideas with them. 

From the Global Partnership Summit  by Harold Workman 

Pray for Youth Summer Missions This Month 
Side-by-Side Still Needs Cookies! 
 

On Saturday, June 7, 72 adults, college students and youth will travel to Tahlequah, Oklaho-
ma, to work with Habitat for Humanity and the people of the Cherokee Nation.  They will 
return on Sunday, June 15.  On June 24-26, our Hope@Home mission will partner with vari-
ous organizations around Chicagoland to serve those in our midst.  Grateful thanks to all of 
our shareholders whose generous gifts have allowed us to serve the people of Tahlequah and 
our nearby communities and to those who have offered to be prayer partners.  The address 
to send correspondence to Side-by-Side prayer partners is:  (Prayer Partner’s Name); Side-by-
Side; 612 North Grand Avenue, Box 14; Tahlequah, OK  74464. The prayers of our entire 
church family are also requested and greatly appreciated.  COOKIES ARE STILL NEEDED 
FOR SXS!  If you would like to provide cookies or sweet treats (trail mix, etc.) for our hungry 
Side-by-Siders, please contact Ruth Wills at 630-416-8344 or willsfam65@wideopenwest.com.   
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On Mother’s Day weekend, 
May 9 and May 11, our 
Grace children’s choirs pre-
sented “Oh, Jonah!,” an  
operetta-style musical about 
much more than a whale 
swallowing a human.  
Through fun songs, high seas 
drama, and one very big 
whale (voiced by baritone 
soloist Andrew Rye), “Oh, 
Jonah!” spoke leagues about 
responsibility, repentance, 
compassion, and accepting 
those who are different 
from us.  It also spoke to 
the memory of Shirley Hoff-

man, former Junior Singers 
director at Grace for 53 
years, to which the musical 
was dedicated.  “Oh, Jonah!” 
was last presented at Grace 
under Shirley’s direction in 
2000, with a young Court-
ney Jungnickel in the lead  
role of Jonah.   
 

“Everyone was excited we 
were using the same whale 
from the 2000 production,” 
said Director of Children’s 
Choir Ministries Lynn Leit-
zen.  “It had been stored on 
the stage all those years. 
The kids voted on the name 

‘Whalliam,’ 
and with a 
fresh coat 
of paint 
and a 
new 
smile, 
the old 
became 
new!”   
 

According to Lynn and many 
others, the musical was 
even more meaningful with 
the passing of Shirley in 
April.  “The legacy Shirley 
established of producing 
quality children's musicals 

lives on, though 
none of this year's 
choristers was 
even born the last 
time ‘Jonah’ was 
offered at Grace. I 
had many say this 
was one of their 
favorites ever. 
And I must 
agree.”   
 

 
Lynn added that the 30-
minute length of the musical 
was perfect, given the wide 
age range of children (5-13 
years), and the catchy stylis-
tic composing of Allen Pote 
made it timeless and fun for 
the kids and the audience as 
well.  
 

“The success of such an un-
dertaking involves so many, 
and I would like to thank 
our other directors, Sue 
Riedinger and Renee Roscoe 
Morrison, and our amazingly 
talented accompanist, Sherri 
Nagy. 

Children’s Musical Honors 50+-Year 
Leadership of Shirley Hoffman 

(left) Director of Children’s Music Ministries Lynn Leitzen 
shares a smile with Bob Hoffman, husband of the late 
Shirley Hoffman, to which “Oh, Jonah!” was dedicated. 
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 Healing Worship in June 
Many people in our Grace family have been immensely comforted and strengthened by our healing  
worship services.  Healing worship involves prayer with the laying on of hands and support of others 
and anointing of the forehead with a small amount of sacred healing oils, if people choose.  This month, 
healing worship services are on Saturdays, June 14 and 28, 5:00 p.m. in the Activity Center during  
Saturday Evening Worship.  Sunday healing worship is on June 15 in the Chapel during the closing 
hymn at 8:15 and 9:30 worship and at the end of 11:00 worship.   

ecently, a group of 
our youth and 
adult chaperones 
navigated the  

DuPage River in kayaks and 
canoes.  I will not bore you 
with the details of how sharp 
and unforgiving the rocks on 
the bottom are when one 
capsizes into murky river  
water!  Instead,  I want to 
share an affirmation of faith.  
 

As many of you know, I love a 
thing or two about young 
people.  What you may not 
know is that I am just as giddy 
about babies and toddlers.  I 
love everything about young 
hearts!  During our kayak and 
canoe trip, I came to discover 
that even one of my most 
angst-provoking phobias could 
capture my heart as well.  
While we were enjoying the 
natural drying property of the 
beautiful sunshine the day of 
our trip, something scurried 
across the parking lot of the 
Colonial restaurant, where we 
had lunch.  It didn’t take but a 
minute to realize that it was a 
baby duck.   
 

As we watched and waited for 
additional family members to 
appear, we realized that this 
little guy was all alone and 
scared, running so rapidly that 
he took a quick tumble and 
displayed his mad gymnastic 
skills—a perfect 10 in the 
somersault category!  Immedi-
ately, we went into crisis pre-
vention mode and provided 
comic relief for all who were 
sitting inside the Colonial, 

observing our antics as we 
tried to capture …oops, res-
cue…this speed demon of a 
duck.  With the help of a box, 
six hands, and a wonderful on-
looking couple as coaches, we 
finally rescued the little guy, 
only to wonder what in the 
world we were going to do 
with him.  Long story short: 
after a bit of time in the dry, 
screened fire pit by the 
church lighthouse that served 
as his safe haven and jungle 
gym, the little duck was safely 
delivered to a nearby wildlife 
rescue veterinary clinic and 
will be taught how survive in 
his natural habitat, probably 
near the end of summer. 
 

I am not now, nor have I ever 
been, a fan of anything with 
feathers or winged species 
that can “flit.”  On that Satur-
day in May, however, I was a 
motherly mess as I watched 
that poor, innocent baby lurk-
ing about without his Momma.  
I knew he was scared.  I knew 
he needed help.  I also knew I 
had no idea if I could provide 
it; goodness, I didn’t think I 
could possibly pick up a feath-
ered creature.  God provided 
those other four hands.  I was 
the instigator, the vehicle for 
the rescue. The calming hands 
were those of someone else.   
 

For me, the rest of the day 
became about the duck.  His 
little eyes looking at me from 
the bottom of the box said, 
“Please tell me you will keep 
me safe.”  Those little eyes 
and withdrawn demeanor let 

me peek 
into his 
completely 
innocent 
soul.  
Those  
little eyes 
continued 
to look at 
me during our noisy Jeep ride 
and during his delivery to the 
veterinary clinic.  Those  
little eyes continued to stare 
at me even hours after he had 
been safely handed over to 
professional care.  In fact, 
those little eyes are still look-
ing at me. 
 

Through this rescue I have 
gained a deepened apprecia-
tion not so much for my 
feathered, flitty friends (did 
you notice, I did call them 
“friends”?), but for all things 
“baby.”  This little guy af-
firmed my faith: faith in the 
fact that all things created by 
God are innocent.  As a 
Christian, I have always be-
lieved it, but not until I was 
put into the caretaking role  
of something so new, and far 
beyond my imagination of per-
sonal capacity for caring, did I 
feel the depth of the truth of 
the innocence.   
 

That little duck was at my 
mercy, and he would be 
forced to conform to his new 
set of circumstances.  He 
would have adapted, or not, 
to the environment to which 
we exposed him.  Though 
hesitantly, I am sure, he trust-
ed us to guide him, make him 

feel safe, provide for him.   
Is it not the same with we 
Christians, we children of 
God?  We are innocent from 
the beginning.  Is it not our 
environment that skews our 
thinking, dictates our actions, 
taints our tongues?   
 

What if, with the same inno-
cence God has given us at 
birth, we would seek Him?  
What if all it took was that 
“look” through our innocent 
eyes to our Father saying, 
“Keep me safe”...“provide for 
me”...“I will trust you”?  We 
all have the opportunity to 
experience the innocence of a 
baby and bask in its purity.  
We also have the opportunity 
to help foster that innocence 
and glorify God for the gift.  
So, the next time you see a 
baby—of any kind—think long 
and hard about the role you’ll 
play in its upbringing.  Our 
world can only be as innocent, 
pure and peaceful as those 
living in it are willing to allow. 
 

Affirm your faith in the 
knowledge that God makes all 
things new, and all things new 
are innocent.  Let us help pro-
tect the innocent…the way 
God intended! 
 

A Mother’s Heart, Our Father’s Love  By Gaye Lynn Loufek 
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        Animal Attraction! 
 

Note to readers:  Please send photos and descriptions of your 
family's pets or wildlife you have snapped in your yard, on vaca-
tion, safari, etc. to barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org, or bring to the 
church office, ATTN:  Barb.  Please make sure that photos were 
taken by you or someone you know—no Internet downloads, 
please.  Photos will be returned upon request.  If you would like 
to see your pet or wild critters in an upcoming issue of Grace 
Notes, contact us today! 

Ruth Allison took this photo of zebras at Nakuru Park in 
Kenya when she was there on mission with Grace in 2012.  
“They were just walking down the road!” said Ruth.  Cer-
tainly not a sight you see every day! 

               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Ben Ackerson, brother-in-law of Cliff and Eleanor Preston 
Beverly Ackerson, sister of Cliff Preston 
Nicholas Aviani, father of Sue Fein 
Neil Bricker, husband of Loisann Bricker 
Nikolai Avinash Crusoe, son of Nadia Kanhai’s cousin 
Charlie Hester, relative of Dorotha and JoEllen Bender 
Lois Minger, mother of John Minger 
H. June Noorlag, mother and mother-in-law of Joe and 
Sherry (Schmidt) Noorlag 
Elizabeth Tarver, daughter of Brad Johnson 
Adolph Tomisek, father of Peggy Nasti 

         Celebrations and Congratulations 

Rev. Don Niswonger celebrates 60 years of ordained  
ministry 
Max and Phyllis Harbach recently celebrated their 65th  
wedding anniversary 
John and Linda Bodine celebrated their 35th wedding  
anniversary on May 19 

                                  Baptisms 
Sophie Jane Henley was baptized on May 18 
Kelsey Grace Morrison was baptized on May 18 
Benjamin Harris Hansen, son of Charles and Anna  
Hansen, was baptized on May 25 

June 2014 

Out of Africa 

Congratulations, Faithful Confirmands-
Cum-High School and College Grads! 
 

Grace Youth Director Gaye Lynn Loufek wishes to 
acknowledge and congratulate not only the most recent 
class of confirmation students (pictured below), but also 
those former confirmands who graduated from high school 
and college this year (pictured at right). “It is with a full 
heart that I’ve watched these beloved young people go 
forth into the world—and still remain faithful to their 
church home!” said Gaye Lynn.   

Confirmation Class of 2010  ·  High School Class of 2014 

2014 Confirmation Class of 2006  ·  College Class of 2014 


