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               Our People 

      Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 

Kerry Bryan, nephew of Pastor Bill and Erma Bryan 
Keith C. Bower, father of Connie Ware 
Nancy Holmberg, sister-in-law of Nancy Staton 
Mike Hoogerwerf, brother-in-law of Laura Hoogerwerf 
William Laudando, Sr., father-in-law of Kay Laudando 
(daughter of Phyllis Pepiot) 
Joan Ritzert, wife of Rolland Ritzert 

       Celebrations and Congratulations 
Jonathan William Huber, son of Nancy Huber and the late 
Bill Huber, received his PhD in Biomedical Engineering from the 
University of Tennessee on May 9.  His field of work is cancer 
research and treatment. 

Jane Eesley (pictured at left), Master of Divinity 
(1996) and daughter of Dick and Mary Eesley, was 
one of two 2013 Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary Distinguished Alumni Award recipients on 
May 17 

Julie Bessey and Ben Johnson were married on June 1 

                            Baptisms 
Laurel Elizabeth Doman, 
daughter of Michael and Tara  
Doman, was baptized on May 
12 
Holden Joseph Fatig, son of 
Brent and Brittan Fatig, was  
baptized on May 12 

Isabelle Ann Drescher (pictured bottom left), daughter of  
Andrew and Michele Drescher, was baptized on May 19 
Kinsley Rae Curran, daughter of Timothy and Jennifer Curran, 
was baptized on May 26 
John Riley Miller, son of John and Audrie Miller, was baptized 
on May 26 

                   Welcome, New Members 
                  Names of new members are listed in bold 
 

Stephen and Kathleen Kiefer and sons Nathaniel and  
Christopher 
Pam Wright 

                           Letters 

Dear Grace United Methodist Church, 
 

I would like to thank the Grace United Methodist Church congregation 
for including my daughter Beth in your prayers.  It was comforting to 
know she was in the thoughts and prayers of so many prayerful  
people.  Wishing you God’s blessing, 
              —Annette Clynch 

 

Farewell,  Angela! 
 

On May 25, a farewell party was 
given in honor of Angela 
Sterchi’s ten years as director of 
Grace Children’s and Youth Bell 
Ensembles.  Angela and her fami-
ly are moving to San Antonio. 
Farewell, good and faithful serv-
ant!  Ring some bells in Texas! 

 

   

Gather to Christ 
Grow as Disciples 
Go to Serve   Grace Notes 

A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church June 2013 
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“M“MAKINAKIN’ R’ ROOMOOM””  

“Makin’ Room”  
free-will donations bene-

fit the June 9-16 youth  
mission to work with 

Habitat Jonesboro, AR 

BBLESSINGLESSING  OFOF  THETHE  BBIKESIKES  MMAYAY  1818  

CCONFIRMATIONONFIRMATION  MMAYAY  1919  

SSENIORENIOR  CCELEBRATIONELEBRATION  MMAYAY  1919  

AANGELICNGELIC  VVOICESOICES  MMAYAY  1919  

Photo gallery courtesy of 
Dick Trondsen—Thank 
you, Dick! 

MAKIN’ ROOM!MAKIN’ ROOM!  

PRAY FOR OUR SIDE-BY-SIDE MISSION TO JONESBORO, AR, JUNE 9-16! 



 

2  

Pastor’s Journal        
           

Grace is almost two-thirds of the way to our July 21 goal of $2,000,000 for the rebuilding of the infra-
structure of the Church.  With only one-third remaining and one month to go, we need your help!  
If you have not yet been able to respond to the A Firm Foundation Forever campaign, please do so 
online at peopleofgrace.org/capital_campaign_2013 or by returning a Firm Foundation pledge card to 
the Church office or in the Sunday offering plate. 

 

Getting ready to share Christ with our children and youth into the next generation requires taking care of the inheritance 
of faithful generations past.  Everyone understands that furnaces and roofs need replacing, driveways need resurfacing, and 
locks must sometimes be changed.  There is common agreement that someone should undertake these projects.  The 
question is when?  Who? 
 

The answer to the question “who” is “me.”  There is no one else, and these projects really must be done.  We are ready 
to do this work when money is available, so contributions are the answer to the question “when.”  Those of us who have 
already contributed something might consider offering something extra right now, just to get projects started.   
 

Grace has already begun letting contracts through the generosity of the Grace Foundation, which responded to the call 
for increased security and safety (see John Bodine’s article below).  Fire protection for the kitchen, a communication and 
phone system for the classrooms, and a camera system for entry doors are also being worked on right now.   
 

Together, we can do this.  As Kathleen Lathrop said, “This is not the last capital campaign this Church will go through, 
and that is a good thing.”  It is a good thing because Grace is a vital Church proclaiming the good news of Christ for  
generations to come. 
         Grace and Peace, 

June 2013 

By John Bodine 
 

As a result of early funding 
from the Grace Church 
Foundation for several se-
lected Life-Safety projects, 
the Grace Building Commit-
tee has been able to move 
forward on implementation, 
even as our A Firm Foundation 
Forever Capital Campaign is 
still in progress. Four pro-
jects were identified for 
funding: 
 

• Kitchen Stove Fire  
Suppression 

• Triple Sink Grease Trap 
• Security Cameras 
• Phone/Intercom System 
 

A contract has been awarded 
for the fire suppression sys-
tem, an installation expected 
in early June. This will involve 
placement of nozzles over 
the stove in the kitchen, 
which can be triggered either 
manually by a pull cord or by 
excessive heating on the noz-
zles to release non-flammable 

gas over the stove. This in-
stallation requires permanent 
removal of the shelf over the 
stove burners.  
 

The grease trap project has 
been reverted to a plan to 
periodically rout out the 
drain system, as has been the 
practice over the last several 
years. A review of our expe-
rience indicates that grease is 
less of a problem for drain-
age than obstructions from 
solid waste and plant roots. 
The funds designated for this 
project will be committed to 
continuing this maintenance 
practice. 
 

Security cameras and related 
control systems have been 
purchased, and cables have 
been run to key locations 
around Grace to observe  
and record activities day  
and night. Cameras will be 
installed next. We will be 
able to review 30 days’ 
worth of recordings, and live 
coverage can be monitored 

over the 
internet, 
as needed, 
by author-
ized staff. 
Key loca-
tions in-
clude all 
four ma-
jor en-
trances to 
Grace, the 
Narthex, 
the main 
and lower 
parking lots, and the chil-
dren’s playground. Tuning of 
the system and training of 
operators will take place this 
month. 
 

Bids are being accepted and 
reviewed for a new phone/
intercom system. The objec-
tive is to provide a means of 
communication throughout 
the building for emergencies 
and coordination of activities. 
Many Grace members have 
been surprised to learn that 

our classrooms have never 
had any phone links installed. 
This effort will progress 
through June and into July. 
 

Building Committee mem-
bers include: Ginnie Battle, 
John Bodine, Jerry Cornett, 
Larry Hartman, Claudia 
Hutchison, Ken Johnson, Joel 
Kristianson, Ginny Lacy, 
Kathleen Lathrop, Ron Laub, 
Roy Mann, Steve Peters, Bob 
Poland, Cliff Preston, and 
Luke Vanderbloemen. 

Grace Foundation Facilitates Implementation of Life-Safety Campaign Projects   

As of June 2, commitments to the Capital Campaign 
total $1.280 million of our $2 million goal.  Your 
contributions toward helping us reach our goal by 
July 21 are vital! 
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Pet Owners:  If a beloved pet has passed away within the past 12 
months and you would like his/her name read at our annual Pet  
Blessing in October, please notify barbceruti@peopleofgrace.org. 

Animal Attraction! 
From Sherrie Holdeman 
My son, Jed, and his wife, Alyssa, have two adorable little dogs, Poppy 
and Darby (my "grand-dogs").  This past year they acquired two horses, 
Moxie and Finn (my "grand-horses"?).  On the occasion captured in this 
photo, they took the dogs with them to the stable to meet the horses, 
and I think the mischievous Darby must have realized he'd finally met his 
match!  (Editor’s note:  Sherrie loves this photo—I concur!) 
 

Please send Grace Notes photos of your pets or photos you’ve taken of ani-
mals in the wild—no internet downloads, please!  Please also provide a brief 
write-up about your pet(s) and/or photo(s).  E-mail your submissions to barbce-
ruti@peopleofgrace.org, or drop off in the church office, ATTN: Barb. 

New Memorial Title Contains Revered Psalms Commentary  
By Angela McCurdy 
 

As those of you who have visited 
the Grace Church Library recently 
have seen, several new titles have 

been added to the collection in memory of Grace Church 
members. One of these new titles is Parallel Classic Commen-
tary on the Psalms, given in memory of Audrey Brooks. It 
contains, in parallel format, the text of the Psalms (in the 
King James translation) in the first column of each double-
page spread and, in the second column, the commentary of 
Charles Spurgeon (from his seven-volume work The Treas-
ury of David), and the commentary of John Calvin (from his 
five-volume Commentary on the Psalms) in a third column on 
the facing page. The commentary of Mathew Henry (from 
his Commentary on the Whole Bible) occupies the fourth col-

umn of each double-page spread. These 
are widely considered to be the three 
greatest Protestant commentaries ever 
written on the book of Psalms. 
 

Please stop by the Library to see all of 
the new resources available, or access 
the library catalog through the church 
website (www.peopleofgrace.org/
grace_library).  Most of these books 
are on display on the shelves above the 
reference collection, next to the 
Wayne Churchill memorial window.  
 
 

“Visit the Library to grow in the knowledge of your 
faith.” 

    Support our  Russia mission 
This month, there will be envelopes in the pews for 
our congregation to offer their donations to our mis-
sion to Volgograd, Russia, this July 26-August 20.  
Your support is critical for our ten ambassadors from 
Grace to work with Hope UMC, our sister church in 
Russia, and minister to those who do not know 
Christ in this largely atheist part of the world. 

On Saturday, April 13, fire broke out on the second floor of the 
Epworth United Methodist Church parsonage in Chicago, inhabit-
ed by Rev. Oladipo and his family.  The home sustained major fire, 
smoke and water damage; fortunately, no one was injured, and 
the fire did not spread to the church next door or any other 
buildings. Grace Church Council has offered to match contribu-
tions for the Epworth parsonage restoration up to $2,500.  If you 
would like to help this effort, please make checks payable to 
GUMC, and mark “Epworth Parsonage” on the memo line.   

Church Council to Match Epworth Parsonage 
Fire Contributions 

Vacation Bible School 
July 15-19, 9-11:30am 
Register for Vacation Bible School to-
day!  Time is running out!  Forms are 
online at www.peopleofgrace.org/ 
vacation_bible_school_ or in the 
church office.  Children aged 2 through the comple-
tion of 4th grade are welcome.  WE NEED 
TEACHERS—particularly 2’s and preschool!  Con-
tact Margaret Harrison at 630-355-1748, ext. 241.    

“Neighs” to  
Meet You! 

Thank You, Temple Builders! 
Since 1972, the Grace Temple Builders fitness and exercise minis-
try has been building healthier, more faith-filled lifestyles in body, 
mind and spirit as well as deep friendships among its many mem-
bers over the past 40+ years.  Temple Builders has also given gen-
erously to Grace, supporting many of our missions, ministries and 
projects.  100% of all proceeds from Temple Builders have gone to 
Grace, and we are indeed grateful for this wonderful ministry. 


