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This is the day that the Lord has made! 
On a picture-
perfect May 
31, Grace 
youth 
washed 
nearly 100 
cars while 
our congre-
gation was 
in worship.  
Grateful 
thanks to 

all who worked at the car wash 
and to those who had their cars washed and made gener-
ous contributions to this successful fundraiser for youth 
missions this summer.  Pray for us, as we’ll be in New Or-
leans soon after you receive this newsletter! 
 

Following the car wash, the Grace Music Ministry cele-
brated another wonderful year of music with its 2nd An-
nual Music Celebration Sunday, this year featuring a tasty 
picnic of southern-style food from Belgio’s and yummy 
potluck dishes from our various music groups.  Our enter-
tainment for the afternoon was the fabulous “The Special 
Consensus” bluegrass band out on the field, Ravinia-style!  

A great time was had by all!  Thank you to all our fine mu-
sic groups, directors, accompanists, and instrumentalists 
for offering their considerable gifts to our music ministry 
each year.  
The Grace 
Music Minis-
try is open to 
all, whether 
children, 
teens or 
adults.  Now 
is the ideal 
time to con-
template join-
ing one or 
more of our 
many music 
groups, as we 
head into our summer break and reconvene in August for 
a new season.  Contact Music Minister Dan Wagner at 
630-355-1748, ext. 232, or  
danwagner@peopleofgrace.org for more information 
about how you might offer your talents to Grace music.   
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Building Up the Church 

to the Glory of God 
Ephesians 4:12 

   Grace Notes 
A Communications Ministry of Grace United Methodist Church 

T he spirit of God is moving at 
Grace!  Several Grace members 

have felt the nudge to make Grace a 
more accommodating and accepting 
church home for those with special 
needs.  We are asking how we can 
better include in our educational cur-
riculum, worship programs, and other 
church activities those children, teens, 
and adults facing physical, mental, be-
havioral or emotional challenges. 
 

We recognize that those with special 
needs and their families or caretakers 
are best situated to let us know what 
is needed.  We need to hear from 
you!  We also want to identify Grace 
members with special talents and 
knowledge.  Are you a special educa-
tion teacher?  Do you have particular 
expertise in understanding or meeting 

the needs of this population?  God can 
use you!  We welcome anyone who 
feels God’s nudge to participate in this 
initiative.   
 

As an initial step, we are seeking input 
and ideas from parents, teachers, and 
interested members.  Two surveys 
have been developed:  one is for 
Grace teachers and leaders; the other 
is for families, caregivers and other 
interested members. You will have an 
opportunity to express your ideas on 
how Grace can support individuals 
with special needs as well as the 
teachers, families, and caregivers of 
these individuals.  The two surveys 
(one on each side) are available in this 
Grace in Mission and at 
www.peopleofgrace.org.  Surveys are 
also available in the church office. 

While families, caregivers and inter-
ested members may complete a sur-
vey anonymously, it will be more help-
ful if you identify yourself and those in 
need.  Please know that Rev. Carol 
Madalin will not share information on 
specific individuals or families with 
anyone except those Grace leaders 
and teachers who have a need to 
know this information in order to pro-
vide the appropriate accommodations.  
Those involved in this initiative will be 
informed of the requirement for dis-
cretion and respect of privacy.  If you 
prefer, you may contact Rev. Carol 
directly by calling 630-355-1748, ext. 
246, or via e-mail at  
cmadalin@peopleofgrace.org. 

Grace Launches Special Needs Initiative, Seeks Input     By Laurel Fleming 

“It was exhausting parting 
the Red Sea a couple of 
times every rehearsal,” 
quipped Grace Children’s 
Choir Ministries Director 
Lynn Leitzen of this year’s 
children’s musical.  Pre-
sented in worship on May 9 
and May 10 by the Junior 
Singers, Cherub and Angelus 
Choirs, “Are We There Yet:  
The Story of Moses and the 
Exodus” entertained audi-
ences with a humorous mu-
sical tale bearing an impor-
tant message for us all:  
“Trust the Lord,” summed 
up Emily Blair, 12, who 
played Miriam in the double-
cast show on May 10.  Ac-
cording to Emily, who has 
participated in Grace chil-

dren’s musicals since she 
was three years old, “This 
musical was one of my fa-
vorites; it was a comedy, but 
it also sent a  great mes-
sage.”   
 

“These Old Testament sto-
ries are sometimes difficult 
to tell for children,” said 
Lynn, “but the composers 
are masters at their craft 
and allowed us to tell this 
amazing story of Moses and 
his faith journey in a light-
hearted way, while not com-
promising the eternal mes-
sage of hope.”  Added Lynn, 
“Old Testament stories  
have all the makings of a 
great action thriller—bad 
guys, chariot chases, heroes 
and happy endings.” 

Along with a few parents 
who regularly attended the 
children’s weekly rehearsals, 
beginning in March, Lynn is 

continually amazed how 
things pull together year 
after year.  “It really is hav-
ing an audience that causes 

Children’s Musical Sends Message of Trust and Hope in God 

continued on page 2... 

Children in the May 9 and 10 children’s musical “part” the Red Sea. 
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Pastor’s Journal  
Remembering Our Family Stories 
 

There was a day when the family was the basic unit of production, a time when being part of a 
family meant having a purpose and an identity in the community.  One thinks of the family farm, 
where everyone had chores that contributed to the family’s well being.  People found their pur-
pose within the family because economic success depended upon everyone’s participation.  People 

were known in the community by the farm and their family of origin.  Family values correlated with the roles each per-
son played in the success of the family. 
 

Today the family is the basic unit of consumption.  Success is measured outside the family in career, school, and volun-
teer organization, or simply in the things we can purchase.  The economic success of the family depends on activities and 
measures outside the home.  When someone asks who we are, we explain what we do as individuals.  Family values  
became confused as our family roles no longer matched our identities.   
 

When success is found in social systems outside the family, when personal sense of identity is in what we “do” in the 
community, what is left for the family?  If family values are caught up in what we can purchase and display, and when the 
economy no longer makes “more” possible, what is left for the family?   
 

Family values in these times return us to something even more basic than what we make or do.  When we tell the sto-
ries of our family, we create a memory.  When we remember acts of heroism and of failure, our future is given its con-
text in what has been.  The spiritually healthy person remembers and shares the stories that make us unique and con-
nect us all. 
         Grace and Peace, 
          
 

June 2009 

Children’s Musical continued from 
page 1… 
 

us to just DO IT!” 
 

Thirteen-year-old Kelly Shugh, who 
played Moses in the May 9 perform-
ance of this year’s production and has 
been involved in Grace children’s musi-
cals since she was four, agreed:  
“When you see so many faces in the 
audience, you get nervous, but you also 
feel you need to bring everything you 
have to this.” 
 

According to Emily, there was a lot 
more punch packed in Grace’s weekly 
rehearsals than the three-per-week 
practices she had for a recent musical 
production at her school.  “Our 
church musical came together so much 
better!” said Emily. 
 

Following the Saturday, May 9, presen-
tation was a cast party and year-end 
children’s choir recognition attended 
by nearly every family with children in 
the musical.  “It was just such a great 
feeling to have all the families who 
share in the children’s music ministry 
as a common denominator to come 

together and celebrate with good food 
and fellowship after sharing this won-
derful story in worship.” 

 

Lynn Leitzen extends her gracious thanks 
to accompanists Sherri Nagy and Lisa Bor-
ton, sound technician Brian Fahs, videogra-
pher Dave Ameiss, choir assistant “Mr. 
Bob” Rothe, choir parent Dana Nadherny, 
cast party coordinator Linda Watkins, and 
Pastor Bob Atkins for his generous flexibil-
ity in allowing the musical to take up his 
sermon time year after year!  Thanks also 
to all the parents for their wonderful sup-
port in allowing the children’s music minis-
try to do what it does. 

With Grateful Thanks To… 
† Those at 

Grace 
who 
helped 
with the 
DuPage 
River 
Sweep on May 16:  Chris and Doug 
St. John, Jaci, Bob and Charlie 
Tschirhart, Pastor Lisa Telomen, 
Wade and Lauren Osborne, Rafath 
Waheed (Islamic Center of Naper-
ville), Sandy Bray, Catherine and 
Richard Page, and Beth, Jeffrey and 
Tad Schmitt 

† Those who set up the frame and 
fencing/gate for our new vegetable 
garden:  Neil Dimond, Doug St. 
John, Mike Doll 

† Our talented 2009 high school 
graduates who have served our mu-
sic ministry over the years:  Fiona 
Slade, Christopher Telomen, Elyse 
Doll, Erin Tschirhart, Paul Ceruti 

† Those who have brought groceries 
and other items for Loaves & Fishes  

Director Lynn Leitzen prepares the children for 
their presentation of “Are We There Yet?” 
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Baseball Outing-Reduced Price! 
Families, join Fellowship of Christian 
Men on Saturday, July 25, for an all-
you-can-eat-and-drink picnic and 
a Kane County Cougars game 
against the Dayton Dragons!  Picnic 
with tent is from 4:00-6:00 p.m.; ball 
game begins at 6:00 p.m.  Registration 
has been extended to July 5!  Re-
duced cost is now $20 per person 
(16+); $15 (under 16); and $75 maxi-
mum for a family, no matter the size. 
Register in the Activity Center on Sun-
days or on the coupon below: 

 
Summer Healing Yoga 

 

Rev. Adrienne Ann Ilseman is leading 
two healing yoga series this summer: 

Monday Evenings, 7:00-8:15 p.m. 
June 8-July 27 (8 weeks) 

$80 per series; $15 drop-in 
 

Thursday Mornings, 6:00-7:00 a.m. 
July 2-August 6 (6 weeks) 
$48 per series; $12 drop-in 

 

Register with Adrienne Ann Ilseman  
by calling 630-606-5905 

 
 

The deadline for July 
Grace Notes is:  

Monday, June 29 
 

Grace Notes is published for the mem-
bers and friends of Grace United Meth-

odist Church.  Submit news to Barb 
Ceruti via e-mail at 

gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or 
phone at 630-355-1748, ext. 240 

Grace United  
Methodist Church   
  300 E. Gartner Rd. 
Naperville, IL  60540 

630-355-1748 ∙ www.peopleofgrace.org 

June 2009 

FCM SUMMER EVENT 

Name:_________________________ 

Phone #_______________________ 

E-mail_________________________ 

No. attending__________________ 

Total amount paid______________ 
You will receive phone or e-mail confir-
mation of the receipt of your check.  
Please make checks payable to Grace 
United Methodist Church and indicate 
FCM 2009 Summer Event on the memo 
line.  Mail check and this coupon to: 

Bob Pacanowski 
1605 Valley Ridge Court 

Naperville, IL  60565 
Please register by July 5! 

$20 per person (16+); $15 (under 16); 
$75 max. per family family  

Includes your ticket to the game and  
unlimited food and non-alcoholic drinks  

Come Full Circle to  
the Family of Christ 

At Saturday evening 
“Circle of Worship” 

5:30 p.m. Activity Center 
 

family-friendly • weekly communion • 
informal, intimate setting • original music • 

monthly healing service • lazy Sundays! 

Comprehensive church announcements appear weekly in “Grace in Mission,” 
our Sat./Sunday bulletin insert, and online at www.peopleofgrace.org.  Click 
“This Week’s Announcements” on the home page. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Register for “Camp Edge” Vacation 
Bible School in the Activity Center on 

Sundays, the church office during 
the week, or online any time at  

www.peopleofgrace.org 
 

Adult/Teen Helpers Needed!   
Register to help by contacting Margaret 
Harrison (630-355-1748, ext. 241).  Teen 
helpers must have completed 5th grade 

Blood Drive June 22 
Give the gift of life on Monday, June 22, 
3:30-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Sign up in 
the Narthex or through the Heartland link on 
our home page at www.peopleofgrace.org.   
Donors will receive a gift card for Oberweis 
ice cream.  Photo ID required. 
 

All-Church Picnic July 19 
Mark your calendars now for our annual all-
church picnic, this year on Sunday, July 19, 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. on the field.  “Scribble 
Monster,” acclaimed musical entertainment 
for children featuring Grace’s own Joyce Stu-
art and her band of kid-friendly characters 
and musicians, will be our special guests!  
 

DuPage PADS Needs You!  
Want to help others, but can’t commit 
to mission trips or ongoing service?  
Support DuPage PADS (Public Action 
to Deliver Shelter) July 29 through 
breakfast on July 30 at Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Lisle.  Contact 
Catherine Page at 630-420-8239 to 
learn more or to volunteer.  

 “Living the Questions” Part II 
If you missed “Living the Questions,” 
a study in faith that examines the 
questions thinking Christians have, 
please join us for the next leg of the 
journey! Orientation begins June 14, 
11:00 a.m. in Room 250, followed by 
seven weeks of class.  Led by Revs. 
Don Niswonger and Carol Findon.  
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T his summer, the 
Grace Russian Initia-

tive Committee is planning 
to send a delegation to both 
Troitsk and Volgograd, Rus-
sia, where Hope United 
Methodist Church has been 
founded.  Hope has been a 
UMC church for only a year, 
but the congregation has 
been in existence since 
2003.  Currently, the church 
has about 25 members and 
meets in the basement of an 
old building.  The congrega-
tion is working to improve 
their church space; our 
delegation will investigate 
ways we can facilitate this 
effort as well as help the 
congregation flourish and 
grow.   
 

Hope UMC’s pastor, Rev. 
Vladimir Ilichin, has attended 
the Russian United Method-
ist Seminary in Moscow and 
would like to finish his edu-
cation, but has not been able 
to due to the tough eco-
nomic times.  He is cur-
rently making a living as a 
truck driver, as he has fore-
gone his salary because so 
many people in his church 
are in need; the money for 
his salary is being used to 
help them.  The Grace Rus-

sian Initiative Committee 
has prayerfully committed  
to supporting Pastor Vladi-
mir so that he can complete 
his seminary training. 
 

Grace’s Russian Initiative 
Committee has been in exis-
tence for 16 years.  During 
this time, we have estab-
lished an ongoing relation-
ship with people in Troitsk. 
Our effort in Troitsk was 
not to establish a United 
Methodist Church, but to 
support these people by 
providing a place for them 
to worship and to show 
them what a church com-
munity can do for their sur-
rounding communities.  We 
have encouraged them to 
worship through the Russian 
Orthodox Churches in the 
area.  
 

During our visits to Troitsk, 
our groups have planted 
seeds which have led to ini-
tiatives to help the elderly 
and at-risk youth and to es-
tablish a children’s hospital.  
Now these initiatives have 
become programs adminis-
tered by the city.  We have 
also provided spiritual and 
financial support to several 
Russian Orthodox churches 
in the Troitsk area.  Our 
financial support helped re-
store church buildings so 
that worship can be held in 
them. 
 

This summer, we will visit 
our friends in Troitsk for a 
few days before boarding a 
train in Moscow for the trip 
to Volgograd.  Volgograd is 
a city of about 1.1 million 
people located on the west 
bank of the Volga River, 565 
miles southeast of Moscow.  
Some may remember it by 

its Communist era name: 
Stalingrad.  The city was the 
site of a year-long battle 
during World War II that is 
considered by many to be a 
turning point of the war.  
During this time, almost two 
million soldiers were killed 
and the city was left in rub-
ble.   
 

Today, Volgograd is an in-
dustrial center of ship build-
ing, oil refining, steel and 
aluminum production.  It is 
also a major railway junction 
providing links to Moscow, 
Ukraine, the Caucasus, and 
Siberia.  In Volgograd, we 
will use our delegation’s ar-
eas of expertise to help the 
church leaders and congre-
gation in any way they may 
want us.  One area could be 
their ministry to the city, 
which has been the care and 
feeding of the poor.  Our 
delegation will include indi-
viduals who can help with 
church school and Vacation 
Bible School establishment 
and/or enrichment, music, 
technology and other skills.  
One option we will examine 
is to provide a computer to  

Pastor Vladimir for church 
business and a connection 
between Hope and Grace 
congregations.  We will also 
look at other areas in which 
we can support Hope 
Church during our visit.   
   

Our trip is scheduled for 
July 24-August 8.  We are 
asking Grace Church to 
pray for our mission and 
delegates as we define what 
we want to accomplish with 
Hope Church.  We also ask 
you to consider supporting 
us with supplies when and if 
there are needs determined.  
We also ask that you 
prayerfully consider a mone-
tary donation to help the 
Russian Initiative Committee 
get our delegates to Volgo-
grad.  Our committee will 
continue to update Grace 
Church as we go through 
the planning process.  Please 
also pray that the required 
visas and other documents 
needed to travel to Russia 
will be completed by the 
date of our departure. 
 
 
 

To Russia, For Hope    By Ron Wills 

The congregation of Hope UMC in Volgograd, Russia.   

Hope United Methodist 
Church Pastor Vladimir Ilichin 
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By Barb Ceruti 
 

O n May 6 of this year, 
Grace Parish Nurse 

Pam Riley, R.N., was com-
missioned by Central 
DuPage Hospital after five 
years of service at Grace.  
What exactly does it mean 
for a parish nurse to be 
“commissioned”?  Explains 
Pam, it is when a church 
fully funds its parish nurse 
program, with no further 
support from the sponsoring 
body (in Pam’s case, CNS 
Home Health and Hospice, 
an affiliate of Central 
DuPage Hospital).  “It’s a 
good thing,” says Pam.  “It 
means the church fully em-
braces having its own parish 
nurse program.” 
 

Which begs the next ques-
tion:  why a parish nurse 
program in the first place?  
Tracing back to the vision of 
one Dr. Granger Westberg, 
who believed in holistic 
health and established the 
first parish nurse program at 
Lutheran General Hospital 
some 30 years ago, the basic 
principle behind a parish 
nurse program is to inte-
grate faith and health, says 
Pam.  “Many people believe 
prayer makes a difference, 
and parish nurses can ad-
dress all facets of health.”   
 

Continues Pam, whose nurs-
ing career spans 32 years, 
with specialties in cardiology 
and obstetrics/gynecology, 
“Health care is changing; 
people don’t get the atten-
tion they used to from their 
doctors.”  In a church set-
ting, says Pam, nurses are 
able to do more than simply 
answer questions.  “If peo-
ple want to talk further, I 

can talk to them about the 
physical, mental and spiritual 
aspects of health.  I can talk 
with someone and know I’m 
helping by listening to them, 
praying with them.  That’s 
really important; that’s the 
piece that’s missing in health 
care:  what happens after 
you see the doctor?”   
 

Currently, CNS Home 
Health and Hospice under-
writes 15 area churches, 
while parish nurse programs 
are being established across 
the country and world at a 
growing rate.  At Grace, 
Pam’s key responsibilities 
include being an integrator 
of faith and health; health 
educator; health counselor; 
referral advisor; health ad-
vocate; developer of sup-
port groups; and health min-
istry volunteer coordinator.  
Specifically, Pam facilitates 
our monthly cancer support 
ministry, prayer shawl minis-
try, blood pressure screen-
ings and blood drives, on-
request educational pro-

grams, Safe Sanctuary pro-
gram, Health and Wellness 
program, serves as a 
Stephen Minister, and—near 
and dear to her heart—
assists our healing service at 
the 5:30 Saturday evening 
worship.  “I would love to 
see us expand on that ser-
vice of healing and prayer,” 
says Pam of this monthly  
service that features anoint-
ing and intercessory prayer.   
 

Also essential to health and 
wellness, says Pam, are our 
prayer shawl and cancer 
support ministries.  “Prayer 
shawl ministry plays a huge 
part in integrating health and 
faith; people know that, 
through that tangible evi-
dence of God’s love, some-
one is praying for them.”  
Pam also notes the unique 
quality of the Grace cancer 
support ministry.  “There 
are lots of cancer support 
groups out there, but ours 
is different because it’s faith-
based.”  No stranger to  
grief and loss, Pam has also 

helped facilitate some of 
Grace’s grief programs.   
 

As for the tough questions 
that come her way, Pam 
encourages people to con-
sider that even when 
prayers fail, God doesn’t 
cause one’s misfortune or 
disease, but He gives hu-
mans the ability, knowledge 
and wisdom to continually 
advance science and tech-
nology to a point where 
cures and new treatments 
can be discovered.  “And,” 
Pam emphasizes, “the 
power of a positive attitude 
has been proven to extend 
longevity.  You may live 
longer just by what you be-
lieve in.  Courage, strength 
and sharing bring people 
together.” 
 

 
Pam Riley can be reached at  
parishnurse@peopleofgrace.org  
or 630-355-1748, ext. 229.  
Pam’s office hours are Tues-
days and Thursdays, 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m., and by ap-
pointment.   

Parish Nurse Pam Riley Integrates Faith and Health 

A Health Tip  
From Pam: 

Recognize the symptoms of 
a stroke by using the 
F.A.S.T. method.  FACE—
Ask the person to smile.  
Does one side of the face 
droop?  ARM—Ask the 
person to raise both arms.  
Does one arm drift down-
ward?  SPEECH—Ask the 
person to repeat a simple 
phrase.  Does the speech 
sound slurred?  TIME—If 
you observe any of these 
signs, it’s time to call 911. 

(from left) Central DuPage Hospital Chaplain Rev. David Anderson, 
CNS Home Health and Hospice Parish Nurse Director Lesley Con-
nors, Rev. Bill Bryan, Pam Riley and Rev. Bob Atkins attend Pam’s 
commissioning at Central DuPage Hospital on May 6.   
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I have slowly been reclaiming my gar-
den and yard from winter and weed 
devastation.  It is a slow and difficult 
process because of the magnitude of 
problems and the feebleness of the 
instrument used—namely me!  My 
back has limited endurance, and I can 
only shovel to turn over soil or bend 
to pull out weeds for so long!   My 
first reclaiming of the yard was to rake 
and then sow grass seed.  This seems 
to have reclaimed half of the bald 
spots, and the new grass seems to 
have taken hold well.  Next, I began 
weeding and turning over the vegeta-
ble garden.  That task crippled me af-
terward for a few days.  Heating pads 
are wonderful for reclaiming a back!  
Now I have finished planting the vege-
table garden and have begun weeding 
the flower beds.   
 

When will this process end?  It would 
be easy to give up and feel this proc-
ess is hopeless, that it will never be 

completed.  Yet it seems to me a 
great task for teaching me humility, 
patience, strength, endurance, organi-
zation, attention to detail, long-range 
goal setting and short-term goal plan-
ning—all the character building that I 
often do not want to face up to and 
endure in my life.  It seems to me a 
great parable to live out this summer, 
as I think of God’s long-range goals 
and short-term plans.  Step by step, 
God lays out short-term goals we can 
achieve, with his help, and the help of 
others.  And repeatedly, God holds up 
the vision of the long-term goal, so 
that we can continue to draw inspira-
tion and strength for our steps on the 
way.  Many thistles grow up, much 
grass is laid waste, many backaches 
come in the daily work, and yet it is 
worth all the trouble, for we and oth-
ers benefit immediately from these 
small steps of grace. Let us keep our 
eyes on prize of the upward call of 

Christ this summer!  
Let us keep before us 
the goal of working 
with Christ to make 
God’s kingdom on earth ever more 
real to those in need and to those 
who do not as yet see it.  Let us say to 
God, “Here I am, send me!”...to Rus-
sia, New Orleans, St. Louis, DuPage 
PADS, to our Grace garden for Loaves 
& Fishes, to Katherine Manor, to Bible 
study with our friends and family, to 
prayer groups at Grace, to our own 
neighborhoods.  Let us make this a 
summer for living God’s parable of 
sowing the seeds of faith and grace in 
the fertile ground of our hearts and 
lives, in the community and in the 
world, so that we and others may 
reap the harvest of God’s kingdom 
made visible in this world as well as 
the next! 
 

In Christ’s love,  

Linking Up to Grace     By Pastor Lisa Telomen 

“Deep within us all there 
is an amazing inner sanc-
tuary of the soul, a holy 
place, a Divine Center, a 
speaking Voice, to which 
we may continuously 
return.”  —Thomas R. 
Kelly, A Testament of 
Devotion 
 

For six weeks in April 
and May, children ages 
four through the fifth 
grade gathered in a sa-
cred space to worship 
and pray the way chil-
dren do: with awe and 
wonder.  A generous 
group of teens and adults 
from our Grace commu-
nity accompanied the 
children into various 
modes of prayer, move-
ment, liturgy and rituals, 
steeped in our rich heri-
tage, yet relevant to our 
children.  As facilitator of 
this experience, I had the 
beautiful opportunity to 

begin to see into the 
remarkably giving and 
loving hearts of the many 
who came alongside me 
in this effort. 
 

Even more remarkable 
were the hearts, minds 
and souls of the precious 
children who came to 
experience the presence 
of God.  One cherished 
moment was when I 
was leading the chil-
dren in guided medita-
tion, asking them 
whether they could 
sense God there.  One 
dear boy, with eyes 
closed, hands clasped at 
his heart and wide-
smiled, gasped, “yes!”  
Others were always 
eager to finish the sto-
ries I begin to tell, relat-
ing what they learn in 
science, or math or, well, 
just about anything! They 
never drew back from 

my direction to be silent 
or still.  We prayed, 
made collages about our 
stories contained in 
God’s Story, wrote our 
own breath-prayers, 
made simple “prayer 
ropes,” lit candles as 
prayers for others, 
danced, and came  
up with ways to pour 
God’s love on those 
particularly in need. 
 

Spiritual Development 
involves the dynamic 
interplay of three di-
mensions: 1) belonging 
and connecting; 2) 
awareness and awaken-
ing; and 3) a way of 
living.  We spent our 
time connecting as a 
group, awakening the 
awareness of the very 
real presence of God.  
My prayer, my longing, 
is that we can all par-
ticipate in guiding these 

children to making this 
a way of living.  This 
cannot be just another 
program.  Spiritual De-
velopment is essentially 
about being fully hu-
man, being who God 
has made us truly to 
be. 
 

When we make room 
for children to be ac-
tual people of faith 
rather than just poten-
tial people of faith in 
need of further devel-
opment before they 
can truly engage in a 
spiritual life, we affirm 
that faith is an act of 
grace.  We are “people 
of Grace.”  I have seen 
it everywhere here and 
am continually struck 
by the love and com-
passion surrounding 
me.  I am not certain 
how we ought to spe-
cifically continue, but I 

am certain that we 
have begun a beautiful 
thing.  Please imagine 
with me, pray with us, 
as we consider the 
spiritual future and pre-
sent of our children 
and families.  Thank 
you for allowing me the 
very true privilege of 
entering into the sa-
cred space of these 
children’s lives. 
 

Profound thanks to 
these beautiful souls, 
who helped me with 
this experience: 
 

Julie & Shane Strang 
Bob & Beth Pacanowski 
Amy Hashimi 
Janet & Mark Davis 
Chris St. John 
Lynne Barus 
Miroslava Protic 
Julie & Dave Kronbach 
Pam Hayes 
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Baptisms 
 

Kate Bassett, Daniel England, Kelly Ann Systo and 
Justin Wagner were baptized during their confirmation 
ceremony on May 17 
Steven Edward Paul, Jr., son of Steven Paul and Brit-
tany Gray, was baptized on May 31 
Taylor Lynn Urbanowski, daughter of Jay and Kathy 
Urbanowski, was baptized on May 31 

Celebrations 
 

Norma Hagemann will celebrate her 93rd birthday on 
June 22.  Please send cards and greetings to 1700 Robin 
Lane #259, Lisle, IL  60532 
Mary McDaniel will celebrate her 89th birthday on June 
27.  Please send cards and greetings to 1103 N. Mill St.,  
Apt. 212, Naperville, IL  60563 
Alex Klupchak graduated from the University of Notre 
Dame with a Bachelor’s of Business Administration,  
Finance 
Garrett Muscato graduated magna cum laude from 
Western Illinois University with a degree in Law Enforce-
ment/Justice Administration 
Paige Marie Robinson graduated from the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, with a Bachelor of Science 
in Communications, with a concentration in Marketing 
Julia Sawa graduated summa cum laude from Bradley 
University with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Educa-
tion, with a concentration in German 
Rev. Howie Snyder graduated from Asbury Theological 
Seminary with a Master of Arts in Youth Ministry 
 

And congratulations to our 49 wonderful confirmands, who 
were confirmed on May 17, and our high school gradu-
ates, who were honored in worship on May 31! 
 

Letters 
 

From Ruth Ladd, our 105-year-old Grace member: 
Quite a few church members sent cards, for which I would like 
to thank them for remembering my birthday. 
 

Dear Grace Church Family, 
 

We would like to express our gratitude for your prayers and 
cards during Janet Schmuckal’s illness and death.  Your words 
and encouragement brought healing to us. 
 

          —Robin and Liz Schmuckal 
 

If you have personal news or a letter you’d like to share, 
please contact Barb Ceruti at 630-355-1748, ext. 240,  
or gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org. 

 

Animal Attraction! 
Send us your animal photos!  Every month, we’ll feature a 
photo of your pet (or a friend’s, family member’s, etc.) or ani-
mal shot taken by you or someone you know (no internet 
downloads or otherwise “anonymous” animal photos, please).  
E-mail them to gumcnotes@peopleofgrace.org or drop them in 
the church office, ATTN: Barb, to be scanned (originals will be 
returned to the owner).  Please include your name, the animal’s 
name, and anything you’d like us to know about the animal or 
photo.  Photos are published in the order received. 
 

This is Mulan, a 
three-year-old 
bearded dragon 
who lives with 
Howie, Nicole, 
Samantha, Greer, 
Lysander and 
Clark Snyder.  
Howie isn’t sure 
whether Mulan is a 
male or a female. 
“I don’t know how 
you tell,” says 
Howie, “but I’m 
not too worried 
about it!”  Mulan is 
often allowed out 
of her cage and 

enjoys sitting on her family’s shoulders or laps.  She eats 
live crickets, caterpillars, lettuce, and tomatoes.  “She pre-
fers red and green vegetables,” says Howie.  The Snyders 
aren’t sure how big Mulan will grow to be, but she is al-
ready a foot long now from head to tail.   

Grace Personals 

Sympathy to the Friends and Family of… 
 

Barb Abruzzo 
 

Marjorie Banks, mother of Ann Mixen 
 

Bill Carino Clark 
 

Jesse Cox, uncle of Gaye Lynn Loufek 
 

Mac George, uncle of Suzanne Compton 
 

Dr. David Gifford, brother-in-law of Dick Kohl 
 

Larry Gregory, husband of Char Gregory 
 

Pamela Hanes, sister of Florence Dowdy 
 

Nellie Hertzberg, wife of former Chancel 
Choir director John Hertzberg 
 

Hazel Hilsenbrand 
 

Patricia Lindsay, mother of Chris Lindsay 
 

Hazel Mercer, sister of Cliff Preston 
 

Rev. Howie Snyder (center, in plaid), a recent graduate himself, addresses 
Grace high school graduates May 31. 


